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.- .... , 

Dear·· ~.cillea'gu~-SI 

This welco~e to the ne~ NEB .. ~ncl_udihj, -~f- Co:urs~·,, -~i~. :it~··m~~_;-
·- bers ·an~ nOt only, .those who ha:.ve beCome NEB 'ffi~mbcrs'· for th~ f_ir_~~_."_.. 
time. I~ ,-is ·_-being ·-w~.i tten on :the ce~teil~y of .I-~:arx•_s .d1~-C?~ve:r~I . .-_Ot _. 
st-ill new~r· mome~ts of' deVel~~~ent ·in liie an:d in_ thought_,"' as=·l~:e_. 
1) r~ad f-.1org"an' s Ah~i.ent soCie-ty; 2) visi te'd Alge.ria-· -and' ·b_e9~.n_e ·- aw.~re' 
of what we ·now call the Third \iorldo ,;_d 3) projected .the ide.a that. 
"The Historicl Tendency of ·c;pi.taiist_' Accumulation" .-~_.·:_So. char_adter-

. istic .of technologically developed we'stern capitalism -- need not be 
.the· ·oniy·:path~:tor the:·so-called. backwe~t'-d.~coun:tries. On. -:t;hS _:contrary~'
conClUCied r\iar?C• ·.a· baCkwai-d ·countrY like RusSia _co~ld aCh~e\'e a .~ .. eyo
~~ti:a;n _:ahe~d---Of'. the _West ani:r thereby: hew oUt stili. ailot~er P~_~t.:--t~ -
-"revolution·. in permanence." '·· . 

. · I.wish to develop this in the'.,ontext. of Hegel's Absolutes 
~n the one hand, and, on the other hand, new forces of revolution and 
_Rea.9on ;-f-or our·- age~ Here·.- are the threEf subheadingst, I. The ~yllogisnl 
in· the' Doctrine of Notion and its Impact on Lenin in ~914," and on __ the-_ 
Johnson·;. Forest ~·endency in 19.50-53• II. Dialectic l•iediation. and Ab
solute Negativity! II!. Hegel's Ab:;olute ~:ind{paras. kS75o· 576,_577. 
of. Philosophy of l.!ind) 1 the Forces of Revolution as Reason,· as they 

·are- analyzed in- Rosa· Luxembure, Women~ s- Liberation ~nd- MarX's Philo..; 

· sophy of· Revolution, 

I nm taking advantage of the fnct that we do not yet have. · 
-tha n~w book in hand; whicl1 wlll ·plum:.~e Us ~nto" So 'many actiVities 
:that we're bolll1d ·t_o forget "nbetr_act" philoSOphic points of d~parture, 
Ironic or othorwlse, the truth is that I have suddenly become enmesh
ed in. :thOse_. points. of dapartltr0 1 not 'bec.Ruse I wns .reriding Hegel,· 
b-ut because I felt tho inadoquncy' of tho section on tho Youth in" the 
Perspectives Thesis, Because I :rel't that I had "shortchanged" them, 
I .suddenly thou!!ht that if the three central cnt<:gorios of the Syllo-
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g:ism UnivcrsalJ .. Parti<?ular., . Individual --··could be worked· oti~ 
With .lliaL ·as the Universal~' ·-the FTC" as the· Pa.rticul?X, and Id?t- ~Fuller 
as· the __ Individual·, _e_s- a new wom~n columnist for the Youth. Page,- -·· 

'- ii,vio.uld .... Solve_.my problem." ft is--true that- I .decided it wOu_ld-be 
- ,,.-,, ••• < •• C.,-"----- ·_,-,"-- ··-- .- . ' ·---

-.. ~TOng _to .do any ~Uch thing, since we WO_Uld have -.-to -_h-ftve -:a_ !ni¥~Uni-
-:~·=>f'_ a:ne·_ Y,ear.~s_ .a.~.t-Ual- ~xperi~.!1~e ·an~ t'es.ti.r..g aga~p._st:.··_the- _:Cbj·_e:c:tive s~--
fl.iaiion. P-iarea~e;,._;new a.s:Pe~_ts:_~il.ii_ :sUre_ly e~~~ge~-_·a~:·.~_hb-:PaPer __ und·~~:( 
Boo'S a __ develoPmen-t under the impact o:f. ·the ·n_cw bOok. _I "did·,- h~w-::- -

ever,_ :rind new divGrgence_? t"rom· ara-ce· on the politic_·i~~tio_n· o~ __ -t_~e 
_SY.ll,'?.gism,_ an an8.1ysis. which originaJ,ly had thrilled· m-e greatly ·' 
when, in·1951, Grace' had· saic( that .it' si~nif'ie.d ihe·- end o:f-~i:he oppo;;.;. 

si~i9n ·_be_t·~~e-~n-.o~j~e_ct_iVe ~nd, subject_~~·e.... ~ fela:ted ·thi~ _exPreSSion 
to what ~~nit1 h-a~ eXpe~iefiC·~~ --~-~ -·he, _r~a_q. ti1flt se·_c-·t"i_O·n dtlring woria:
~lar I. It h;ad led ~o the Great ·nivide in I;larxi'sm, ~-

I. THE~SYLLOGISM IN THE DOCTRINE'OF TH3 NOTIOl·l'ANDITS L1;P.ACT ON 

LE!IIN .IN r9i4; AND ON '·THE JOHrisoiJ-:F·oREST TENDEllCY IN 1950-53 . . : . . . . . 

·ar~ce'~-19.51 :Pflilosophic:-·'iette,r:read:·.-'1 I sUspect _also ·_that~ 
·_ .fri the- ~Cv·e~opffient-· from· ·Judeement .tO syilogiSm is contained._ the·-_. ~e:-:. 
veiopr.ient· fi'airi the'' party ·of 190i to the· soviet o:f 1917. · The .syllo-: 

· t.;ism destro-Ys the opposition of s·ubjectivity,,and objoctivity 1 ": 

I must. have disreearded the phrase "from the party. of.· 1902 
to--the S6viets·-o:f 1917"-- -- _i.e.--G!-ace•s politicizat:ion on _the-ques--:
ti6il: of th~ P8.rtY- aS ··paralleling the ·celltral -categories :.in the Doc

,'~ trine Of· th~~ Notion ~- .. but went the distance with the. s~nteriCe_ ~'the 
.. s~'llOEisin des"t."COya the' oppoL~i tion of' subjectivity a.nd objectivity,·~-
':especially as it related to the way Lenin had worked it out, The 

self·- development of' Lenin on that section of· the· Lo_gic andc ii;fl. cen-
tral categcrios, Universal, Particular, Individual (which I have de
~cloped both in LarXism and Freedom and in Phiiosonhy and Revolution) 

illuminates. the whole question of process. Let's follovt tliati 
l)_ Lenin'.s first._comment on rea~hinc: Do.ctrine Of· No-ti~~··--~a-s• 11 A good . ' . . . . 

. -_.way to e:ct n.- headache." 
· 2) ,In plodding throucrh it nevertheless, .he than :found o·nly one thin~; 

· \'d_th which to .agroc:. vti th_ Hcg9'l ---Hegel.' s a.ttc.ok ·Qn .tliu auper:fic?-ril 
vtay- phil9sophors_ have_ qf e~pres~~ns:- U-P-I as• "All men are morta..l, 

-.._ Gaiua ,is n man, therefore qni~s is mortal~" -7487_ 
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But 3 j :L_~nin no: sooner' reached the _final. section. on "th'! Syllogism 
.t~ Out"- pou.red ti-emSAd.Ous-_apr.orism·s._,~s-- seen-· iri- the ·-Statem:enia "None 

of .the narxists for the past It century,ha..;e ;_,derst~~d· ~~~x't!" In
de.ed. he. follo,;,ed-up ·these Notebooks with an article "On Dialectics" 
y1he'!'ehe aiso tool< issue' with Engel~.·. ·th()~gh he'ib~gaV:{his not over-

. ly profound i_:,'~;)~trationcof/tti,; dial~cti.c by. st;,:ting;that Engels did 
''· ~o" for "populari~ation;; goals. ' . · . . ... ··· .·. .. · . ,. . ,· 

._ .. ,' .'_'--.-~- ··- .-. ,-. •' .. - ;·- .-·- . -~ 
:-·,_ -... 

Grace'_s poli ticization of'. the- zrovement. in.:the~-Docti.;ine of"- the 

Notion, as _paralleling the move~e;:.t from the vanguardist 'party con
cept, ··1902, to the recognition.of.the spontane'ity of the' masses in · 
cre~ti~'th.e soviets; 1917, did not ;,nS,:,er the probl~Jn th13.i she '' 
thought she w".s an'~,\;~ririe 1 that i ~, wheth~r Lenin was br~i.kil1g with 
the vanguardist ~ol1c~pts. By skfppil'lg over the 'luestio,:, C>f th~ Party, 
we can neither understand the tragedy as the' early bureaucratization 

of the workers state imfoided, nor gr"-pple 'wHh why Lenin was .till 
z.·elyii1.-g: on' the. 11 thi~ ·Stratum" -- Leni~' s o~n eXI>re~-~i~fi: -- ·o:f the 
Boisile.:iik I~arty, desp:i,te all the chticisms he levelle~. ag~inst the 

. leridei'-ship ih his Will~· 
.. ; . . .· 

. - ~· - - - . 
I"'.;" is thiS" I :haU- in mind a_s- _I worked_· on the pel:"specti ve:s 

'Thesis.· I ~et,:Jned to the ~xact 'ltiotati'an in'H~gel ·where _ai:'acc .heid 
made her cotnments, and found that it was from section'! (subjecti..;.i.ty) 
~f Doctrine of the No·tion; and· that Hegel then subjected the s;Y:llog
gism to the experience of section II {Objectivity), and'~nl9 the~ · 
arrives at the.Idea, Th13.tis to s"y, dialectical mediati~n becoiries 
the· ke~ tO all 'the "9xpe-riences" the sYllogism gOeS- thr()Ugh. Iride~d, 
when I worked o1.1t the Syllogism in 1953, it was not as it·was·devel
oped b the Science ~f'Loldc but asit appeared in the Fhilosopliy of· 

illind. 

II,DIALECTIC MEDIATION AND ABSOLUTE NEGATIVITY 

In my Letters on the' Abso:iute' Idea, in which four pages are 

·devoted to the Philosophy of' f,iind 1 here is what I wrote's 
"Here, much as I try not once agnin to jolt you by sounding 

.. as if· .I were -_exhcirtine: 1 I 1m toO exCited no-t to ·rejoice at
what thi'S means for- ur.;. ·nut Itll stick close to Hegel and 
not go off for visits with Lenin arid Marx. Herel .says .th!Lt 
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tl1e two. a:ppearance_s· of the :idea'(:~ to usr _Socialism _._in, the 
f'orm of Ed "theZ. -~the --commUne or·- the "Sovietsr- ·Ch.ar8.ctE:i-ize 

, bc;>th_·. its- ·rr18.ll:if_ef?t_ation: 8.nd ihis 1 . urecissly, . is -'.A ·'!-ffiif'iCa..; 
.. :t~on o£ the two aspects • • u- * .. · "··.~/~•;, '' :c:·;-• e~:\ ,: ,_'·,, :,;· -:.--:-~.·::.!• • .• \·, 

· -· r then quoted para. f/577• ' 
-_ ·-"· .. ,.·:>·'"':-_c;· :-' .. ;::r,·:: .. , __ :.,::··_, ·,-c .... , 
" The 'self'-judgingof' the Idea· into its two appearances {#~75.576) 
c;,ha:racteriZeS bO't}"l::.as·-~its:'.(-the sel:f.:.know~ng reason•_S) manJ.-._<." :: 
:testationsc and·:in it there ··is a· tini.f~cation--of-._the::hlo aspe_cts' 
-:.. it __ .is_:the· nature o.f the. f'a·c_t,.-the notion~'whiCh-.caus_es the _ 

. movemen"t arid deyel_opnient, --yet thi-s~- s3.m9 mOvement is equally 
· the·_-8:ctio:Jn:,o:t"~._c'?gn~tion .-'~--- 11 

. _._.__.· :·' • • 

It b~~oines neces~~~ t'o '~tr~~s here, over' :U,d over. ,;.gai~ •. 

that. I had _n()t .a single word to sa~ then about the PartY'. Ol.' the 
.. 9-oyi~"ts Or~_ai-l:y :f~rm o·f_ o:i-g~i.ZatiOn.-~·-- On th~ Ccint~~~. ··----H~r-~ i~s 'what" 

I -then c~n¢iuded •. · 'i•we· have -:-~nta~~d _ th_e ~e:~~·-·soc:~e-~:y:~ i~ ' -
. . .... . . ·-· . _ ..... - . ; . ·,, 

_Ph~los.ophi~aily,'- ..-diat· happened was_: that Gr8.ce ~ h"B.d -_·been· -s~ __ en

'thusi~Stfc"~~-q~t:t- th~t l\ia~_ 2o lette~. ~d ha&- grasP~d- hOw "new. :hiS:.. 
. -~ric~i1Y .. ne1~. ~ha,~· ~~~n_ my si.~5iing_ out of: -~he -'m~Veme~-~-- from·pr~~:ti,ce_ 

··-to reach- ~he- new sOcietY, that she · pl~ed .in'to on~ _of'. her: hYpel:-bolea. 
to -say that what Leriin• s Pl_'iilosophi.c r~otebo0ks' had donS in·· creiiting 
~he_.Gt:~at_)~ivid.e_in l1iarxism in World wax; I, _my 1~~-t;~;-~ :on.the Abso.;.. 
l~J:t~ _-i~iea·_-h~d- -~~hi~~ed. i·6r o~.--~ge ~: . It.- w~·s evidentlY _at· that .point_ 

that ail !iellbrol<:e loo~e. as cLR i~es not only dld not answer"ll1y 
-- · .letter~ :· __ b~t ·_ ,or~~r~d 'drac:e •. _Who wa:s i~_ ·califo~nia; ~an~ vif.? h.aci~ ·~ai~_e·d· 

-thoSe le:t~ers· so enthuSiastic8.1ly •·. io .return to NOw Yorkjit--9·nce ~ 
They bo·th then decided· that I should ~ot d~mEUld any discussion o:t the 

. l~t~ers "-:for .~h~ __ ·t"ime ·_beine, '.' ~~ -~hat ·_r -_ Yl~:~---t~- start· 'thS' prac"!i~~¥ll 

* I should call attention to the :fact that' those let'.;er~, dated May 
·12and l'!ay··20; 195), use the expressl.on·Absolute I'dea.for

0
all refe

rences to the Absolute. While that is acceptable in general, it i_s 
necessary here to be more precise by _differentiating_ the Absolute 1 

in the Phenomenology, Hegel. used the expression 'Absolute Knowledge• 
in the Science of I.oeict .it is articulated -as. Absolute Idea;- .and __ in 
the Philooophy of r1iind, it emer&es as ·Absolute 1\·iind. It is_ especi-
ally important to .s·tress . this. here because the first letter. on the 
:Absolute Ides (May 12) ·.is where I took .issue with Lenin .for having . 
said that the f'inal paragraph in, the_ ScienCe -of' LoP.'ic · doesn'_t matter. 
Grace _then took issue with rny "eXhortation", which· concerned_ me e
noueh riot to continue the criticism of' Lenin,Instead I followed He
:;el'.s advice, . That is,I realized that Hegel had not finished the to-

- tali ty Of_ his Philo-sophy ·'and ·had advised-- his :reader __ that hEi ·must now 
go :to -'Philosophy of Nature and Philosoph§ ·o:f.:·--~'f!ind to· ·irasp that total•· 
ity. Sec Archl.ves on deposi·t at Wayne taie Un~versity• Volume III, 
·Section I, E, ( f/1797) :>nd Vol III, Section'ct, C, ( //1595) • .. 7489 
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preparaj;i?n'i' ,f"ar ,the .July ;Convention,, He seemed to"do cl;i.lteV(i,se,- But 
S~nce he ".h3.d_,to_;~ea_ve f'or __ England, _he ·called the "faithful"· .to him. -

· th~re.< and· th~·y· ti~e~- p~:.~par~-fi~ns t~ split ... -J-~htl~~~ ~;~~-~_.:~~~z:~S-~~:··, 

·. ·:.: --~ _~.--_ji-.:~~ .. -~-~e~~ ~-~~~y_:,·-~o~ :·, t~. trh'Ce what di3iCctiC ~-:m~ctia ti.O.i1·· aChieve_ S · 
. ____ ·:, precisBlY be·cau.Se: __ 'i t·_- was _iN thk mida:ie~_-·:_ b~iw~eir"-th~': .rici~e~~h-~·s··''_i;;~n;-.- -~ 
~:y,~adti.=de~:_~d fi.~~---.fh~~rY';: ··h6w it' ·J.:.e~ui~eS ~· driuble ~ee:at:ion"·betoZ.e ~- · 
··--:~,_-:·_·• ..... :-:.·-<C•. -·>.::~-:;; .. ' .·.;, .. ''·:·····_<···.---.-· ·-- _.· ... -·-~· •; ..._·.··:'·-:, ..• •.--·-,-'·"' , ____ ., 
·it ___ _ c~,-~~3:C~- __ a ·_new .. $6~·iety -~---·_ -~-.All~o!" ... i t~iS :_seC~~:-~irst:~ ~n-~·the:~\firial-~~-~-'- __ · 
s_yl~o~iSIDS __ 0:( Ab~~i~t~ _r.and';,~:nOt:_~_~::_;any·· .. _:~crt dt _60d~:'~o~~ _as;: ~,j~~io~ --
o:f\'~il'-:;~~r;;~~ibiii t;; '·by- d~~Pin~:;:ii :~e~~nsibiii ty on··,~the ·· m:a··~s~-:s. ·;;·-

• '· •• ,. .. • ( • - - • 2 ' ' .. ' ' . ' • 

-· .. , -- . .. - '' .. ' .-.. . - ., . -.- .. -·- ,._. •,- ... ·- ... ,. 
II •, _}~q~L'_S ABSOl:,UTE IiiiND. (pa:ra:gra·phs ;-J575-.· ·576, 577 -of· :Philo·s_o)?hy"--Qf. 

mnd, ,· THE i>o:lcE:s oF R'EvoLu:cro·N -As il:EAsoN, As .t:i;Atizm5· rN · · 
RosP.' LuxEr<:imR:a, I'IOME:r~·s· LIBERATION .ANn rJARx's :FHruiso:P:rl' oF 

REV:O LUTIO'N • . 
·-·-: 

Pa.l:-B.eir8.Ph i575 seems merely· to :state· the-· ob-Vi~-Us:,.- .-the sequence 
o·:f-.th~---b_Ool~~- _H-~e·:~1,_~6t·~: ____ _;_..Lo~ic, .NatUre,_ j:!i~-de: ·The __ ·seco~d para~---

graph'(;;.•:576) isNai~'e; Mind, 'Logic •. Anc: since Mind is tli~ mediat'i~n 
'th~:r::~. ·~\~U-:fYfs·{-'g~e~t_<th·~_:·f~l i~-6act o·f H~·e~·l,',s. c:on-c-e'pt:·o·f __ .medi-B:~ion 
~s -.he .: ·_l~gc:·;j_- ·o.-tit·_:,a~ai~~--~~, "8-Yst~~s" ·arld :fo·r.- ·ni·~'di8>t.iori. b'e·e:~us~ :piii'io---
sophiC mediation is the midrlle that f·irst creates frOm i tse,lf the--:. 

·:;.·lhOle<_,_- .. --.--_., --" ---· 
·:In a word,- H~yel·has ~~w. departed-: from both the ~--;_~St~~--:~~~--~ell 

··as sPor.taiiei ty, ·' 6r :.practice, .e.t::: rl8:ture. ·aS- if·, these~·were the whole. 

~ cO:Uld stili kee-p av;ay ii-om m~kinff 'his di8lScti6 irito ·any ·sor-t/Of 

sy_~~~~~::.~.~~~~~~~-- i~_.:t~_-;~ .. ~.fil1:~1 -~~~~-r-~ph (:f5~7_), -~~:'·d·oe·sri··~ ·:r"i-niSh- that 
-·-~; 

·aS'-'a ·syll68iSm 1 that is to. sn:y, he refuses t::> follow the "sequ~.1\!P-~:' 

which would __ have l~d _to __ LogiC b~~ri~ the'· nledi~tion. Wh8.t- We are 'ci'on.:.' 

irorited with, , as _r.eplacement fftr Logier_ is the self~de~erminrit~on __ of 

the.-.Idea_.and_,~he ~el;f-l?ring_ine: forth of -~~~erty. In a word, ·"·in" each 
-. ~ ;- . ' 

C~'s9 • mSdia·tion, :~G ;n tr~nsi tion )loint to some_th1ng .. _ e_lsC-, StOps as 

we haVe reached t~e -tOtality of both inw~dizin@: and. ~poittanOity 
\Nature). -Heg~l replaces Lop,:ic, but will not tell us what to do. 

7490 
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,; S~lf""lrnowing 'reason (#577) is. that sei1';_t:ringine1'ortli'of.·'liberty·· 
whi6h r~ Cd-ncret·e ~··-whiCh ·.is ~veryWhei~e _ Preserlii ,_ Whinii· is- COnoiailtly ~ 
deif~idping;·:··· 

~ , ... , --. -~· .· For. -al'lY. ~o .¥{hom it m~y- seem inccn~ruo_us .. to, have included 
.-.--:'?or_CGa.,oi' __ R~...;.elution~-~s--Reason" .. iri '_-hhi~- s~cti.~~ ~r-Ii·a~ HeB;~l~.s -·-·---- --·~·-· ... ·/ , ____ -·- __ -_·. "',- .-._ -, ""' '-_·. '.' ':·--- ,". ·-- _· :··· 
- APsolute._Mind, _it b~co_mes nece.sS'ary~_ to··.retUrn' to_ b•al:-x•S isif4···critigue·: 
of-::-the -H~f!~iiaii n·iai~C-tiC ., io: ~-ee .why :M~~ r~f\i~~t( t~---~to·p·\vheri Fe~~l!l
b<ich: .~llo~~d .Hegri_i ... t(, ·Chain th~ di~l~~-~ic~----bY- ~_eiu~i~g -t~---r~:-~·ogn·i_~e 
~h~_:·.~~~ol~_tiOn~Y Q~ture ~f "ri~~~tio.~ of negati~~~ ., . ·11~~-- ~~ichai,.hed· 
th~t· mo-st -r~volut:i~~ar~ · dial~ctic· -- ~~ri~gS.tio~ of rieg~ti~n · :..; bY-, de~ 
~Y. ~:ti;f;y in_g: -it _and rev~alirig _its obje~_ti vely_ rev~l~u~lonai-y _nature. _.As 

-·Marx- k9P't -,deveiopi_ng hi-a o_y.~n con:tin~n.~' _of thO.ug~t· ·~rid __ o!· r~_;,Oiutic5rl:,_ 
he_- sit.~ateci .'~n_e~_a:ti~t\.-_0~~-:?~~~ti?.~" l~Y. d~_cl#~n·g- ·.th~-~ :the _iri4s_-~-~vo~ 
1ution needed further .dcveloprner.it- aS a ·"revolution in pormanenc:e·." 
It is this w~ich Rosa LuxembUrg, W~m~n• s Liberation and rti~rx~ ~:-Philo-· 
sophy ·of' Revolution declared _to )Jc _-"the absolute cl}_all~~ge to our 

ag~_-•""-.~ -_This __ .~ection iii orl J.b.solute Mind c~terids .this· -by· disclosing 

.}~_<?w :1i~·e_ f?cl-f-.irhi~ini·):d:~a.)iS· niO~ing--:.tOw~-d- ~ ne·w ~~{ty·v~ith th:~ . 
. Se u,..Bringing For.th of. Li bcrty -~ .that 'm~vomont from prO:citice that is 

.~A-.:5-~~if a, form of. th_eo~:,· and thus becQmes' ~ __ ~_O_v:olUtionar~ f.cil:_cci i,nat 
it: ·ReaSon~ 

'.' 

Where forces of' revolution arc Reason, r.1arx'-s demys~i~i_ca
tion cf: double negation ·and it's articulation as "revolution in· per-:.. 
lllanenc<i" demands that it not bo left 'just in the. :Cield of· theory but 

be_ccime's ground--t·or a new organizational ~fo_~m -- ·indeed,. t·or.·sel!-de-
-~~l~PCfl~nt of ._the --1!1-d,;_vid~al. ; It is _for t}?.is reason that in. all three 
boolf;s -- Marxism and Freedom and Philosophy and Revolution Bs well as 

--.RosR 'Luxombtl:I-f;T Women• s -Libarntion and MaJ:-xi s 'PhilOsophy of Revolu-. 

·'tion I traced those forces of revolution through thro.e. decades, 

~-s·:_thcy_ c~S_l}t~re_d nroUf!d a now gcnora·tion of revolutionaries, both _as 
Youth and as Labor .trOm under totalitarianism calling itself Cotrimun
:l.~m;'.-.·o;i. -the 'Black dimension in "!;he Ue·s. and in Africa, ,or ;a. whole 

. -- - - - -

* ! i'clt Hegel d~servod one little oscapo oi'tor creating so historic 
a revolution in philosophy, so I didn't include, when !,quoted #577, 
that i'inal sentence, which ronda " Tho etornal Ido'a, in full i'ruition 
of its· essence, eternally sots i tsoli' to work, cneondors and enjoys 
i tnol:f' a.s absolute mind .. " · , .. , 



new ThiJ;d World1 .. or the. new ~ 
Liberatio_n, h~vipg .. leaped fi.om an 
-~1dVeln_~n·t .• · 

o~ revolutiOn-- Women's . . -· -. . 

whose time. has ~cpme, to a· 

_ . H~la).thiS. in. ~iri_d.:- dear_-: ~o_mrid~S •. as yO~_ reread this year~ s 
P_er_sp-e_,c.ti_v~_s · ThCsis·.· · .-- A-a··.:pre·paratiOn -fOr:- our .conV~ntion, _· :r- a~drCssed, 
first, a· lett'G~ to' th~ ::Y·6utli>·~;.,·.A.ug;,',;n,6 which' a~ked''theni~ . . . 

- --~~~ · ~i1i -y~u>.s~ow- _-che -·wor-l_d: :thB.'t · ~~~a~ri -:-_~h~ln~-• . ·.:~ff{~-~;j~~-~1'' ;. 
i'ar ::rom remaining only- in its hobo-ist origrnif,-'·:·is'--the' a6~ . 
:tual roadway locally, nationally and.international.ly, to get 
to -~he_future?. A f1;ltu're that Will be hen-exploitative, non
s7x~st, ·non--racist;- with tr-uly- and -totally new ,human-rele.-. 
t~ons •••. : -- _ ·. .- -~ 

Take such a simple date as the early '1950s,., which •saw. also 
the very t·irst revolution in .Latin America, Boliyia' s, from· 
~'lo.atern imperialism. How do you prOpose· ·to· pro-jOct··tha.t'·_--.-
~nto the struggles against R~a~ni~n in El·Salvador __ in .. the U.S? 
For that wo_rk. --with .th~ _Spani-sh-speakin·g· dimension,-: we_ have 
both .Mar~i~mo v· Libertrid- .ang: Filosofifl;_LRevoluc~·on -as; well 
a8 · our··bl.l.l.ngual pamph~et on the "-Unf:a..~l_ished. Lat1.n -.American 

.-Revolutions"- and -much more.__ · 

this :was .followed _w.i th suE...g:csting to

&-Lett~rs-Co~mitt~9~ tho ~ddi;~on o:f a 
:The following v1eek 

thG · Women'.s Liberation-News 
nt".W poXB.gi:-aph to .ChaP-ter-- a~-·ot· the new book·on ;;The ·TaSk :t_h8:t ·Re

mrii_ns_ .,to· be ~bone 1 .the lii;lique ~~:d." unfj,iliS~~d 'Contributio~-~ -~~- Today • s 
Women• s Lih~~~tfon MoVem-~rit~" I_. ·a-Sked that,- to :the. third p8raeraph-. - - . . . ~ 

frOm the end. which criticizes the old concept Of ,..,.Oman as "help-

mat·e I If eWe add1 

Quite ··the- contrar-y.. -HistOrY proves a _very different truth, 
whc~her we look at Febr-uarY. 1917, where ·the women were the 
ones who initiated the revolution; whether we turn :further 
back to· the .-P~rsian Revolution. of- 1906-11, _where -the women 
created the very first women's soviet1 'or whethe'r we· look to
our own age in the' 1970's in Fortu.g'llt where Isabel do Carma 
raised -the totally new concept of.apartidr-\rismo. It is pre
cisely because womcn 1 s liberationists are both revolutionary 
f'orco l\nd Reason that they nre crucial.- If' _we aro to achieve 
success in the now revolutions. we have to soe that the up
rooting of tho old.is total from tho start • . , 

-;.!'ld--in the penultirnnte para~rraph·~ which .ends with "do 
hractice · t t not separo:t""e_ from thOary," I asked ha wo add a 

;, ' 

Which io what Luxcmbur.g meant when nhc defined "beina: human" 
a.s "joyfully throwing your life on. tho sea loa of' .destiny." 

7492 



My lett·er· -to-' the WL-N&L--Com~i.ttoes- then Contiilucclt·--
I~'iy··_pol'ht iri; making ·th·ese tWo ~sugg·e·stions:··:tOr.' -·additions; :.is_
that this sort -:>f' thing must .. be in each one• s inind very. nearly 
every tinie they: Speak on the new book. Each one must "ri6t" · 
o~~y c_oncreti_ze .:thG b9ok ·:r~ther, day in and_ day_- 9ut, betw~en 

-·now ~nd when you embark·On yoUr.- ·journeys·:af·' .. "Have:-Thumb,. WJ.ll 
Trav:elt~1 : f·or.~it'_s only;-in that .. vlay. that the, proj_ec:tion .. of· ___ .,_·. 
Rosa LuxembuJ:g, Women's Liberation· and· MarX• s -Philciso.phy Of' .. · 

__ Revolution wi-ll· result not· only- in· organi-zational grow·th,) ;·:~--- ; · 
_b_u-:t;,, ind~ed,_ --in __ helping ,to lay the ground for the American 
Revolut"ion.- · · · ~ : · · ·· -- · · _, · ... -- · 

.• ' l'• • . • 

ThirS: "Wa~ f·OliOweci bY il-icludi'ng·, dirE)ctly in- -the-_ PerSpec

tives- Thesis,-,>~~Yiha:t t? -n~ -.-. ;,; , ·. p~~e~~.:tted ~on~· s·epte~bc;r. 3,' ~-'one more 

paragraph to_ add to th~ final page_ of the final chapter XII of 'the 
the lcls't_ ,~~ntcncc of the pail-_ new bOok.· . It .would come :dl.rectlv af·ter 

ultimate :Pe;r~~~a:ph and :~auld re,a~_t: 
·This: ·is ~.-the further·· Chall-e'ngc to tha foim ·_of· or-ganization 
which. we· hav_e· ·wo:i-ke·d oUt ··as :the .committee- f'ortri rather than 
·thci_ ."partY_-"to_O:.:lc'ad.'1 .But,- though .oa·niuiitte_~':'"':forl!!::and ••party
to _l'ead" · ·ro-.e opposites. they are- not,-absolute: opposites. At 
the point when the theoretic-form reaches philosophy,_ the 
chall.engc qemands that we synthesize not only_ the now rela-

·:tions of'- theory .. to practice_, and .?-11 the. forc~s of. revoluti'on, 
.but philosophy~s ''suffering, patience a.hd'labor. o:f· the ncga
ti ve, •• -i ._e. ·experiencing· ab·solutc negativity. __ Then-- and only 
then V1ill we· Succeed- in a- revolutiOn that will achieve a 
c_:l:-ass-less, non-rac1St, _nOn-sexist, trulY humari~ ·trul;y now _':.: __ 
soci"et~'. That which ·Hegel: judged to· be tha: synthesis of~ :t.hc 
-~~sclf..:.'I'hinking- Idea" and_ the "Sel:f-Bringinft-Forth of _Libe'rty," 
r.iarxist-Humanisrn holds, is what Marx ha'd called the neW so
ctety •.•. 

(Sec the Perspectives Thesis for the rest of the addition.) 

Fin~lly, .with all this in mind, I just rcrc_?.d the Intro

duction to· tha·t now work: and d0cided ·on still ano-ther new paragraph. 

Pleas~ inser_t _it.·dirf!ctly nftcr the one unding with. the imperial in

cursions into tho Orient and the carving up of· Africn as ~arx wns 

s_"t;udying the ·late_st ·empirical anthropolO_gical studios, such ns 

fl16rgan' s Ancient Sccicity. 

Thnt seams to hnvo been- the first- point so misunderstood 
by post-1\'Iarx Marxists, beginning with Frederick EnGels, who, 
without having known of tho mnssivc Ethnolcrrical Notebooks 
Marx had left bchi.nd 1 undortook to write his own version o:f 
r.'iorgan• s work -- his Oritrin of tho Fruni.1:Y.. -- as o. "bequest" 
of· Marx. Whon Ryezn.nov discovcrod these notoboolts, he rushed, 

·before he ever had n chance to decipher them, to characterize 
them as "inexcusable podnntry.u If nn Enccls, who wns a close 
collaborator of fllnrx nnd without whom we could not have had 

·-
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~_cl~e.ti_ II an~ III of·_ Capi t2.1. _ could ney_ep.thelci_ss_ ·suddenly 
have gotten so ·overconfide!lt. abOut his- owri nrowess' _of·- in- · 

· terprcting-_Mrirx as to_:assume::_he was ·_speaking for .lliar!C:c-:·-_-if ._, . 
t3;n .arc~ vist-:: .. ?~holer _like .. R:ya_;ano,v could, at_ a -time __ - whe_rl' he: 
~as actually· publishinB:~~_those'·inagriif·i'cent e'a:l:-l~/-'9aS8.y·£ .. __ o.f,_.:~--c-~ 

: _}1~rx.-~(- __ the ·1844 __ . Economic_-Phi-losophic I~1anuscr.iptsh· :_-spend: _a_-,.j· 
--go_o_d deal of .his t·irst· rel)ort -on· thc.-Archiv:es. __ of I\!arX;;. .. .in ·_,. _ .... 

ask1_rig -f-Cir- ·2o."to -··.30 ··peOple to·---hClp __ him ·sort:.-_the·s·e :_--rriailUSCZ.fp_is 
-. _out,- :and yet. .. paSs judgement. bef·oro _he' .. dug rinto_.~them-i:t :;says 
~ great_- deal- aP_out li terarv hairs tut ·na_thing whatsoeyer., 
_about _._·so· great ·an_ histOric~_ phe"i-1om'eh0n·"_as ·Marx• S -w._a.Z.xislll.:-)-. 
Isn • ~ -it time: _to -.chal~engo: all~·.oj._th_e 'P9_st-fliarx--i\1ilrx..is~s ~ .:-·_-,: .... · 
whe_n __ even_ those_ who have achi_o_ved gr~at~:rcv:olUtions_ -.::-. ·an:d·:~~;· 

.none ·wa·s greater than: the· 1917 RUSsian Rev01Utio'ri ·_:.:- ·_.-did'>~·· 
not ... _ -in· thought,- meas·...1.re up ,to Mai:-x?·: .,Isn't_ :it _.time .. to.- dig ._into-
what.·.fi!arx::- who had Uiscoverod a whole neW _continent o"f _ ·: 
thought, had to say :for himself·? (Chapter cXII concentrates''· 
especially-- oh- tho last writings of l\~arx ·in -.which _.;this_· ituth6r. 
found a trai:L -to the 19_~0s.) .. : __ - ... ,_ · · 

JUst as -this addition signif·ic_s that, fr()m the v;e:;:y-. st_ar.:t, 
in the ·Introduction itself, I point; -to our challenge to all post-.-.--

Marx l.:arxists, so it is necessary for all of. us now to concretize . .it 
d~ily_ in ~ur a.ctivi ties as in our meetings, in our "Have 'l1humb~, \'iill 

Truval',' ·.adyent~.es- ~s in- -~he sale'S :of' 11 t!o.re.e bookst not qne," as 

a.w8.y·:of .building .. n_G.!w relation3. 
'Wf::at -·addS. urgencY to the necessity- of relating· koth Marxi·sm 

and Fl:..-eedcim a:nd PhiloSophy and- Revolution ~to the new. ·book,· Rosa -Luxeiil~ 
-burg~:-.wOffien' s· Libe!-ation and· Marx• s PhilOsophv-·of :Revo-lUtion, .At? -_-_lfo.~, 
only, .·th~ _actUal movement. -from practi.?e·, p.s_ it .d-evelop,ed ·-.cl.~~l!g ~~!l.o~~. 
three decades, since 195), but also the. fact that c.ivilization itself . - -- - ' .. ·--. __ ... '"" ·- . -- ___ _. .. __ ,___ 

is under threat of nUclear~annihila.tion •. ·The fact that -r~made a 
catee:o:i-y_ o~ that movement f-rom. practice -- six· w_~e.ks. befor_e __ tho .very 
f'iX-st- historic r:;O,tement from under Co_mrnunist totalitarianism en) Jun~ 

17, 19,5), in East G"rmany -- actuallli :nade possible the link. of .. con
tinuity to Marx. What opened the way for Narx to discover a whole 
new continent of ·thought and ·revolution was riot oniY'· that he saw, and 

singled· out as Sutject,the·proletariat (which,was-unreachable to: 
Heg6l becA.Use· it was not full:y developed as a class 11 in and lor .it_
·eiei:f11· durinff -"t'i~c l''rcr;ch ReVOlutionh it was that··i\~arx, _two· sears be
for_o he broke with__ bourgeois oociety, ·grounded in the Hege~ian dia--

l!:Ctic, was loOkine for a- new bef1innine. and thereby experiet1ced nthe 

shock of~: t"e.caa:ni ~io,n" irl th~ prol~tnriat as the_ nU:w _Univoroa~ •. _(See 
"Prom«theus Bound, 1841.;164)" ir, Chapter 9 o:f the new book,) 
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Oljce I: saw· that mOVerrient ·;fro~ pi-a~ tic~; as_ a philoSophic 

ca~_eg~ry, which was no_t alene .:f'or: our-- age· but for Marx's as wel_l, I 
9oUfd :S~trUC_t~e-_,_.the whole. of-.. rvit=tl:-Xisrn · ru1d--Freedom·-'_i~ :the_ Cor"!-ie-xt _.of' __ _ 
_ :t;he uio~emen~ _-:fl. .. om practice~, ·beginl1ihg··wi th ·the: a{r9 ·of'- re\6-_lut:i._O:l;? ~-.'
~n~~~1;~~a.~·, Poi]."t'icial·;-_:phiios_Ophic- -...; __ .and .sub·t·itling ·:the -~hole· ~o-~ks 
11 From:·1776::--tiritil To-d~y-~-,; Pa~t·I, !'From··h~ct~i'~e- t·a. Th9~~Yi.: i776. 

to 1f(4·~:'~-~----~}?.U~s- .p·a~ed ·-the- ·.wa~/-·:tar· cOrdro'n-tirig :·the _:diif~re~~'_.:t~rid~-riC'ies-- · 

wi thiri::tne-_ rie_,.,:: pro:tetari~~~-- ~e'.ro-lllti_Ona~y mov~~ent, -_as· ·.the~ .int·e·119c_:
tu8._i~- _ _(specif_ica:lly. -r~1?-rx.-·and -~s-Sail~) -encount9re'ci. the ·n3.ture oi' <the._-.-_ 
:ne-VI boul:'geoi.·S _·state.· ·part· IIi :the·~~ v~aS entitled "Worker'_-~d rl-i-
te_llecttia:~: at -a -;T~.1Y.'11i.ng Point .in.-HiS'tOry' 18-48_-to' 1861. '1*. Because 
Mai-X• s Capital ·reVeal~ M8.rx' ~ ·fl'!aXXi.sffi :~s a· "Unity o:f ;Theory and Prac._ 
tice," (the- ·title of Part III), .de~"ipiy :r:-Ooted in· hi.sto~:y a's -it was 

·happening. __ from the-, Civil 'liar in the u.s. -to the ·Paris Commune in 
Frarice i · it ·created: gimind ··f'or ·a:n·aly sts ""of our ·age of' state-c"api tal~ 

-'i'sm' 'arid and-'workers' revol'ts. 
-,.-_, .. 

·what· folloWed the :J.?:-tblication 'of Marxism and Freedom~ for 

thS r•.Iarxist-Humanists o:f the 1960s was News & :r;ette~s creating .a< 
>,:fOrm_~ :f'or>_-~11--the .. riew -voices :to be h~ard~ as ~eli --as-· f'or the manif'esta-
:tion ~Oi" · our u"i!ique C()mbinaiion of_ Worker and_ intell·ectlJ.8.1.~ _ News _& 

Letters .publi .. Shed: _bpth-·pa:mphl~ts -~~f-. the n~~ v~ic-es -- i'ro~\a;~z=k~X:~- · · 
-' - ' '- - ' - ' . - , - - ---·- ... , . - . - ·- -- ... . -· . .. ··-- .. 

Battle·-Automation· to Freedom Riders--Speak For -Themselves: to The· Free 
speech MoVenient~'and the 'Negro ·Revolution -- __ -and our.unique combina

tion of' worker and intellectual. in: the- f·orm o:f the Nati'?nal Edi tcirial 
Board· Statement, ·American Civilization on Trial, as well as f!lY. pam
phl9t on ---the· Afro-Asian Revolutions. By 1968, ho_wever,_ w11:en th~ 
historic:activities_o:f that tumultuous decade-~ which had subordina-. . - ' . 
ted th~ory--·ta ·activi-ty. and more ·activity and-more ac1::ivity,_ holdl!le;

i t- could catch: theory "en route''-·-- ended in an.- aborted :r;ev·~lution, 
it was all too· clear, eVen to .those' who reje~1:ed theory • that even 

the new movement :train practice that was itself a form. of theory wa~ 

··iriouiricient once theory didn't reach philosophy. Ij; becam~ ,impe~a:
tivS· to die; bA.ck into the development of Marx'-s own roots .in .the 

Hegelian dialectic in the--mid-19th century as wel_l-. as:~enin' s ~com-
' .. ' 

* ·l should e.dd here ·that.- I was. most proud ihat some Iranian· revolu
ticnarico' chor:e that chapter to translate 'ii-itO Jo'ursi iil" 1979,' as· the 
Iranian Revolution was unfoldine. 
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·pll~sion -_,tq _,return .to __ th~ Hegelian dialec-tic in. the- early. 20th __ cen~ 

tury _as th~-- _ou·tl?~eak o:f_ VlWt- sav~:--_the·. c~-llapf:Je riot: o;n~i::o_;t ~~~~a-~~-~-
·c8.pi:talism :b_u_t- aJ..~o Of' established X..i~xism .. ·:_-, , __ . 

,e", 

·>rhe· :wr_i tine( o-f Ph.ilo-~Oph;: anci'R~vOl~tion.: .,·:. :-fr~~ H'egei' ·to. 

Sartre and -·:rro'm·- Ma.r~ to- Mao ~ad_._st:.ill neW~r--.;r;;~da:~ion~::_·be·cJa~s~- -~ 
-ne_\V,· _vo'iCe._ -:frqm:-- :Hie_, _.Tiiird ·.:ylorl_d- and ·:rrom -~the~rY_--~-~~~:· h"e'aX~d-:_-~-~-_jjl_e·;·:p~~-·--
~ s?.n. __ o_f Fr-antz -·Far1on.> ~-He, ,·~a·h:_w~s: __ : c~~ihg· f0;r: ___ ~-- ._''ne_~i_~--H~E;~.'i-~~:~~-: __ ~; .. · 
Tl:at.~a:ffini ty. o:f -ideas for.~- a n~w H~~i,sffi· ~hish_---~~~--:_&'irc:i·iri~-::-t)ii:>_: 

-globe. f-ra·m · -Eas.t E~ope ·,t-o· ~frica, ~a~: r~f'i-~~-tet!" i~ ·:th~ .c-~J'i~b:oi-'a .. :{J.~h--
. . . - - . .- . --:. ' . . ~ - ... "_: ·.- . --.. ' .- ;. ·_·_\ --~-' ·, ·. - -. 

I re_ceiv~d · f·rom: East _-Eur<?pean colleagues (wh9 h~d· _ _.~o ·_re~_a~n -~J~8;fll:ed) 
in the wri tirig of' Qhapter 8 s "State Capit~ism and .:the Ea~-t-. Et..t.rop~:at,l 
Revolts .. " 

. ~ :: ~ \--

.The" fact ·:that -I insiste-d on relating -Part III~ -on '.'Ecot:tomic 
_Reali t-J and the_ Dialectics ·o:r .LiberO:ti-~~" (which in~l~·de_d_ i1ot-·:o·nly 

"The A:frican Revolutions and t~e Warid -Ec~norrw~' ~nd ~~-stat~ Capi.taiiSm-
. - . . . . . . . . . : ;- . . ·' 

and the East European Revolts" but als~ __ "New Pa_s~i~ns_ and ~ew}'"'rces~' 
whether -that -be ·the Black Dimension, the-~ Anti-Viet!-.~~ -_war Youth, 

.Rank-and-File· Labor., --;.;· W~~e.n' s Libera:ti~lj). to :F~-f __ I of ~t~e· ~~!:!{·, 
:~'Why , __ :tj:9gel? :Why Now? .. _-- an9-. cspeci.ia:lly-: tO~:._-Ch8:p~-e~ .. 1;- •:ts-b~o~u~·e· 
·NegatiV·i·ty .as N6W Beginning •. ~~-- which ·deai.t- ;,i"tli. -Hege·~ ... ~ Wo¥kS,: ·l.n~-antl
for- themselves --.is what dro~ -_the s.ha~Pe~-t critiqUe .'fr:~m- a·cade·t:;i_~- . 
·circles·. ThUs·; George ~mStrong K~lly;. in his· He~~i • ~- R-~tre?.t .· 
f>:-om Eleusis {pp. 23B-2l.f0), accused m;> of proposing· "to subs·ti tute 

an unch2.ined dialec-tic, -Which she baptises 'Ab~oll;1te r.Ietho~.:• -_a 

methoCf-that 'b-eComes irresistible ••• because· our hunger :to~: th~ory 
· 8:rises fTom the totali-ty of the pre-sent u,lob2.1 crisis.'~'- ·To this 
wri tcr

1 
-the crj_tiqUe did nO·-c appOar.:ac.~_i.den_tal. J.ust_ as. 1970,_~_8.-s 

the lOOth anniversary o:f tha birth o:f. Lenin and, the 200th of Hegel's, 

brought a renewed ·interest in _both HOg:e"l and r .. enin, so 1983, as.- the 
centenary. of Marx'S ·death,· will create new interest in Mmrx's_Mar-?t

ism arid Hegel• s- Absolutes •. Academia is :forever -trying t-o save 

Heg~l :from MarX's subversi-on-. 

The fact that in my latest worlt, Rosa Lu-xemburg, \iOmen•s 
Liberatiori and Marx• s Philosophy of Revolution,~ I- ~traca 0._ ti-aii to 
the 1980s from the- ).880s and focus on Marx's ,.translation" of abso

lute nega.tivi ty a:; the revolution in pcrmnnsnc_c. cnllinc: that: tho 
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ab:.s01ute 'chO.l·~e~ge to- qui' ··-~ge:, · w'i11·· draw ·still _·greater ·cri-tici·sm· 
_ fl:_o-m --ac·a:dem.ik -_.~'rid o~.dirighi: a·tt-acks·--__ fi:o'in 'post-l\lar:X-'1\lB.rXists·, ': This'·· 
- ~A.ke.s it-;·nec·essary -to be~ pre·pa.r9dt ·not:: only.-fo'r . .-tliat· eilCOwlter·;-~:but; 

; - ~- - " --' - _-.. ' ' ', ' ., '. .·.· ;. . ·- ·-, --- ,- - -

: __ f.,or,-,_f'~_ther: _concretizin~. that challet1F-C., _ Wi th:_thiS _in· mind~- I dG~ 
·cided-~to iidd·that para'gra~h qucted_ear.lier directl;l''to the Intro
duction: 'F-~r -~tiiia 'it is true tha-t 'the actual -~,;en.ts· <>:r-.thLl97o,,r 

·_ .:.;;..: wO'm~.r~y~:'LibGJ:.~ticn __ ,Or{th~~-:Oi1e -h~d-~:· ~d '_the. -Putiii~-ati'~rl--~~:f'>·M~x-~ s 
'-... _~"yt;t,·-~=- ._- ... , ..• ~ ·- ' •. ·-.-. -" .·.--~-..- .. 

EthnologJ.cal" Notebooks ·on··the other·-·.:. .... ·ara· Wha·t 'f'irs-"t.'l--ed .to ·a: re-:: 
riew'~_:d i_n\~i-est· :i.n·-"··Rc>si LuX·em"l:iurg·( 8.nd while it :.fs ·true 'also --that · 

-· .. t>:1e. ·-Vlo~~?' s ·Liberati~n .:MO:'(Einie~t he1P'e:d. 'disclOse -th-e ;:reffiinist dime:h~ 
sfOn in·' Luxe-mburg n0ver·---b~f'ore r·eC-cignized; it- is not· tru~ ~tli8.t 

·that is -the goal 'oi the 'zie~- book;- •·· . 
~ ' . - -- '.-

The· need to see ·all post-Marx i•Iarx:ists in s"tric"t relatiOn- __ 
ship ,·to- r:1ar~' s Mii-•xism iS' 'What revealed. that "everi ·so grea't' and_ "inde-

. periq.ent a -:z.evOlD.tiO·naXY aS Rosa ·LUxemburg di'd not ~fully: compreh9nd

Pt1~~'-s diaie~tics· of iiberri-fio'n- find_. thereby- coinmi tte:d he·r. biggest ~· . -;-" . . - - . - - ' ··-errOr."..:-...: didregard o:f .the -reVOlutionarY nature ·of' PoliSh d6sireJ·:for ·, 

·nati6~ai ~eir~d~tefmin8.tiori~ Put_!_slm:Ply, the determin~t-_· o:t the, .new 
. - -~ -.- _,- ",, : __ r, ··:--.- .,. , -·' _-- --- - -, - - - - - - -- - ---- - - . - _-_ 
.book_·i·S Mii:rX's-.phi_l()Sophy of' r_evalutiOn. ·This is· not i'OI'--t\~y-_aca~ 
demiC- r~~~bn. ~r =a_h_:.y ~drt ·of·' ~rihodaxY~~ but th9 faCt . thai.( his wo~ks_ 
~i~clos~d. a t~ail to th& i980s ~rid :revealed the problematic: of' this 
agel - The·'·tOtaliy new"queStinn ·that r .. uxemburg posed -- sOci8.liSt-. de--
~ocracy af·ter gaining power -~ pointed-~~ a .new. a~pect of Mar~~sm _ 

itself. : ·- The new moments 'in marx- tha_t ~he· book d~scloses and th~t 
center, a.round what .. we ·how cal~ a Third wol:-ld arp n9i- liini t'od to the 
mitnriel:-1 iri which Marx revealed· en ~·Asiatic mode o~ produc __ ti9n11 _in ~he 
Gr-Undi-isac-~ Rathor, this· is_ oxt~nded-- t<? the 18.80s_ ~s ~~arx was com
menting'· ·on· r.1ol'gan 1 s- Ancient Sociaty and _other -then-new ant~opo~ogi-

, Cal.· \vo-1:-ks ·:o·n Indin, on the Australian nborigines •. as weli. a's in h-is . .. . ' ' 

letters both on his visit ·to. Algeria and his correspo11dence with 
· ievolu'ti-onaries ·in Rus·sia on tho (lncicnt commune t~e!'e and i:t;s: pes 

siblc transformation· into· an a-1 together ncu t~rpe. of rovolutiQn. .In. 

a t-~ord, it ia to revolution in perm~n~nc'? .. ~hat tho 

book_ keeps returning, whether tho oubject i;, Luxemburg, or Lenin, or 
wi:linen~ s liberation• or· tii'c Hegelian dialectic. ' At th<> snmo time, 
w; ffiust kOep "in mind t~'at·. Wh9~ens it- io i\'inrx 'who. ~l~-anaf~rrned .H~gol 
into ·a corctemporary, and transfol'med 'tho Hogelian dialectic into the. 
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Mru.-'xi:"an d·ia1ectic Of· li·berationr :·;_the ;r~vol.·u-ti'on is· also_, pre:sent. 
; iri-.-:Hgge·l:._,_.: ·Hard as Hegel tried,:to·- ·corifin~;-:th-is· .tO'.:-~ ·_re~O~uti_on1·. in•- · 
though1(--.i~o-i'ie; -.-h?;- made _his: preSence' fei t·· _in -history.; ev~n:;-i\S-:he.:-

.. ·.sPoke· Ot: Th8' Pbi:la·soj)hv. of--Mi~d-·and---History -o:r-:~Philosouhv•:.,:As- .. ,. 
Hagel put ·it: ... · · , · . •· · · ·;' 

'·"' :-. 

nAll re~Olfati·arrs·, -~~-ilv~thc· ·S6i·cnceS n1~-;:.'losfi-_"than·. in ·: -·-. -- -.. , 
general history, .or~ginaw only; in :i;his, .. that the :spirit; 
of-.rnan, 'for the Understanding ari~· cOmprehension of' him---

.-~ :.:_~~-'-~se:tf' ,·-=for.: :the ,posscsai.ng .of-- himself,~,. hns now- altered 
his_ categories, uniting hims!3lf~ in-._a .truer,, __ .. ~eoper, 

-more intrihsic r018:tio'n with himSelf•-":-·:· ·-::- ---~ · .-.~ ---

. ·;. 

·, . 'i"·· -~~·:: .. -
;'. 

·Yours, 
.. · 
'• 

:October .5-15, 19.82 
: "· 1··. -.-.-. / 

RAYA 
-'· ~.: .. 

* 

·PerhapS·---rt·_:·wotild be·· gOod ·her-e· to tra:c·e ·throuffh the' ·en-· 

tire -se:qu:enc_e· OJ:- events t.ro_m ;_,1948' when CLR ,_-iiames I - "Noi!9's;.'Ori·'·nraiec-
. :_:tic~u-- ins·p~~ed ~me to· ·translate ·r~enirl' s· AbEltr-ac~·· o-i Hi1v.91':~- SCiez:;:c·e- :. ', 

of' Lt)gic·, ·rather 'than begi.l111ing with t}Oe be'ti:er-'knowr; (19.5J) 'date 
o:f-_:m:I':_Letter·s ::on _;\he" ADOOlute<rdea-. '.:-Al tliO.Ugh·..,I·-viB.s· theh-·_:unaware · 
'thiit' _-my-·l:lrt~'f··_commer'its· -in.:Su.'tm_i_tting-.·:the· ti'?J1slation Of;-- L-enin 1 ~
Fl}iiosophic 'Notebo.,ks 'signa·lle'd' ·a dif'ference iri int~rpretation of'· .. 
tlie' his'toric and philosophi'a· ·signiHcance of'· those· Notetio'~ks; the .:· 
truth is that, that is···the be'ginning of ph·iloso'phic' differences· < -':;. 
within: the· ··Johnson-Fore st,-Tendency ( JFT) •· . (se·o· Are! hi vee on deposit i" 
Wayne State Univ., .Vol·.· :rrr, Sec> :r, Part~c. microf. #1595 :.. 1734.) 

Tl{e MirJ'Cr,_s.' General S~trike, · WlfiCh had' erUpted'' in 1911-9 and 
c0l1:tinued in-to' -i9sO·,' f'ciilowed a· period w·hen CLRJ ,, ·whC) remained;- iri 
Iiew York, and It ·who' had moved· to steel town (Pi tt!:lburgh), wero hard
ly _On. ~-Peaking<te.rms. As sOon aa the strike cr.uptCd, I Went down;:to
We st. VirginiR. &nd worked with the members of the 'JFT who were very. 

active in 'iliai' 's'trike. (The SWP local there was all JFT. ) · I had' be
-~ufl: se'riding'·:;~: Vei-:y ·new t-yPe o:r article on.- tha minors'· strik&. ~.,d in-: 
terVieviS w'ith nliners 1 ·wives·- to. the Militant·, Whae·e editO'ri·:·,_Cec)rge 
Brei trrtan, -:·grCe·ted .them as 11 B. b'reath 'Of- 'f'renh:'e:ir. II It wa·a· c·l~ar --that 

-the- _;wo-i-ld;;rs•. attitude -··to the "cOntinuOus min'Or"· -- the word -"Autoina.- · 

tion" had not yet been invented, and the workers airnply referred to 
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it as, -the <'~inari.~kil·ler!'_ -- · signified -a new St8.ge _o:r productiO-n arui---a 

:-._new~,·stag9:_:·:of·_c~g~~itiOJ1~;·;·:. __ The--.pr9d0miria:nt· ·que·Stion .-in _worke~s~·: .. mi~ds 
-.- Was--;?O_t jU-~rt. nighe_r :w8.{{e's 1:_ ~hey.~-- qliestion?d :th~ ·very -kind-~ _q:r -i~b~r-:~:- .. ~· 

.. ~~ --~~ul~·:}~?.t.:.~~El-~.d~ll;--.-.~~·.:,~no-w• ~ Wl}y:_· .. _!3.99~=bt;_:~--~l:~.~-E:.-.. ~-~.:.:.~~~s·_ unbridge~ 
· _ apl? _ gul:f between meiltal and manual labor?· It_ iS _thiS :ty.:pe~·o_f'·- quOs; 

~i~n·_-:·.which: le-d_~·-the·- JFT· .. to caSt:.tha'ir-. Summation- docum_ent·: .Of: ie~--Y~·8.rs•. 
dev~ib~memt 'o:r th~. ,j;heo~y o:f ~tate.:. capitalism in a 1rery .new way •.• 

· cLRJ·>~d·~-_aZ:a~~. :c~-~--t~~- Pi ttsbUXgh -Whe~e·_.::;,·~ join~.ly_ ~-o:te' . ."·State:...Capi

ti:ilism:-tln,i>W~t-id·· Re.VOltiti~n'; .. · Wh.i~h- -~J/ -~~·re_ to_ subirii:t·'·to_:_ the ··swp· con

VentiOn' ~hat·-~ear-. 'F~r ,the -:i'il:-St tiine.- _-we i~~iuded: a ·section on 

Ph~l(~n,;~J)h~it. wr'itten: by our "o~ficial 11 philosopher, Grace Lee,, and 

9rltitled·~'Phil6sophy_ in."the'~Ep~ch. of State~Capitalism. 11 

-I was enthusiastic abOut the new section, btit I had ques

·tioricd.-_twc P?ints _in ,the drafts 1) Ho~ dQes it haJ?pen ·tha~ Centra-
. dic,ti?~• ~hich is the central category _in EsSence·-; becom~.s .the cen

traL:pOin:t 'fOr: Lenin's .philosophic reorganization when,_. in fact, his .. ' -- - ·-•-.·' . . ' . ; . - . . 
1'1?-tt:;b~_o!es_.- s~tq_vr.-~.e had go!le .,th!o~gh. the '.wh~l:e -o_f·: t~c D9ctrine. of -No-: 
-tion?. 2)-_.'Why .are w.e-_ omitting reference _.to the_. Abf3olute _.Idea_, .which-
_ GLRJ.::l~a:'(i<p·~~;d·-~ 'i~_.:his: '!t~O·te·~·' on Di~l~cti_c-s 11 ?_ _·The·_:_ e>nl~r-- an~wer _CLR_J_,-

--.. _arid _q~aC.~- -~~-~-~e9;- t~_-h8."?'~· giV.~n ~c was -.in~~~p9rated: in .th~;-·p.~ct.~zne~~-;-~'-·
:~.~h~r~_-is_-no_ i_q_ng~r ~ny· p_urely __ ,.philoS~phi~al .. ~s,'!cr .. to all· . __ ;this_~" 
_This·-: had- .b9en preceded.-- by --tho, aXplanation,.· . "These .. in"'~..al·lectuals S.re· 
:' -- ' ," -----' ~- .. -- •" ' -- . ", -· ' ' '. . - . '-: 

.> ;the··. most ;cultivated in,_the mo_dern _world, in- .the- seiise of·_._kno"N.i!l.$- tl'!~ · 
.. ·whole :P8.st-_~o;f_hun!an cult~_e._ --Having·- a~hieve-d what ,the· idBalism -~~-
H9g~l .;p~s~d- as .~h() -~b~~_lu.te, .. ~r.ey_. are. undergoing a. the~~e~tiCal.dis~- .. 

_.iritegration- without .pa:r~allel· -in human his;t;Or·y ~ •• ". 

Vlhen, in 1951, Grace tackled·.the Syllogism in the Doc

trin~ of the Notion, I stil~L ~eemcd satis_fied. b~t all that disap~ 
peare~ by 1953 when I, myself, worked out both the .Absolute Idea ana. 
Absolute Mind in the le-tters of tilay l2 and. f,lay 2!), 1953. It .is true 
I w~s_-suff'iciently- -taken ·aback __ with- -her critique o:f my. "exhor.tation

1
' 

of. Lenin in.;the ~iay 12 let tor to .be gill the May .20 letter wi th• ''Pl':'a.'le 
do. not;-intorprct :this- as any. pr.oddinE. o·f_ :voU:. to commit yourself on . - ._ ..,______ ' . '· 

my analysis of the Absolute Ill"."-' it is. onlY. _that I cannot' stand 
still and so rushed directly to ·the Philosophy of ~lind." But there 
was no doubt by th~n ·that,. hard as I tried to continuo in the context 
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that pre,.;,occup_ied .. CLRJ and Grac·e -- 'the -"d'ia:le.Ctic~·-. of:· the ~-a:r-~." :~~~-- · 
i ·.w-as'~--·b.Ollnd fn a, .ve~.:·y dif':ferpnt.: di~ecti~n once I conc~ntrate_d · o_.ii>: -

.. }r~gel_'. ~:-"-'~dialeCtic· rimdiation~~~-- ratl-i&r thari k~:Y_. sort ~i<-_.,~e_di8.to~," 
---.'-Wh~_~her-~:_~he_ 'Party o·;-· 'othrirwi:s_e_~ -_-- ( s~_·e,-~ ciY ,;Lette-rs_- on' th~ Ab-solute . _-. 

i,-d~8._'~- _in the Arcihi,~e~~ -vo:~;·. III, ---S9cti0-ri ·r·,. Part ~E-s: ~-iCr~i. #.~79_7~£f. 
S_ee·_:alSo my later- reference" to Po:ggel~r• s--:-i96l. -·Stateme~_:t• "in·- -~pp_O~-
~i.~:i:·o_l'!· _to_ ~he··.U_sual_ interpretati~ns -~i..-th~ :Heg~liM terl~ I ~hould 

--_-.-like t·o· ·:PropOse- the foll'owingi that the actual ~cienCe oi-sPfri-~ is 
·-nt?i .·the LOgi·C~-but :the· -philof?ophy- of Spirit, u which I quote· in NeW 

ESsaVs; p-~ ·_22,· as_ w~11 as in my .lecture to the HSA on "AbSolut~· Idea 
as New Beginningn, _p •. _171 o:f Art and Lo"gic; in Hegei•s Phi1orophy.) 

It -i~. worth_noting here, -A.l~6!'_ that in plUnging ·_<~-nto, 
<the f'inS.l three sYllogisms, ! had to dive_ on my own, since there 
was a~solutaly nO one -- nOt _even Marx,* iet···aionc Leni'A, mu6h··l9SS 

_-_CLR James.and Grace_ Lee:-- who had·_writt:e:n anything on that. Once 
. ---:i_:_Verltured--b-lit i~ 1953, and con:fronted the actual world inoverr.ent 
: i~o~ ·pracii'ce_, the integrali-t-y of' philosophy an.d revolution shbvied 
-~i·t-self' __ :to- be- (or ~li.ould we say, _a~Pi'red _to_ become) the-- ·solUtion_ to 
~-_ine. p~tible-~atic of· the riloderri -world. _·-.The one thing we lcnoW- as f·act 

. i~':_·t~iS. :-q~r{teriar; ;Jea,;- i-~ --that' -- -on:ce w~. do know ."the Marx '-Uett'\.rres 
t..ts :totality·. a."ld once we do-- have our ears to the ground of·--both neW 
v~i.c~s :frOin belOw and the creative natur:~·.;.~~f .r.iarx' s .mind. (arid Marx; s. 

-alone)-- then we do perceive i~ r.larx'-s __ new_ mom.ents a tra~l to the 
1980s, be that as new Third World, or global theory reaching philo-

sophy·, a philooophy of revolution that is to become pr_epara:t;ion f·or 

actual "revolution in pennanence. ", 

He clian Dia1ect:tc with a quota-. 
o:f Mind. 
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