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1HE JOHN!30N'OREBT. ~INORITY:· THE W~P: ' '' 

AND THE FOiJRTH· IN'i'ERNATIONAL 
. ·. . . ·. . 

· .. Resol~t~on· adopted by the Johnson~Forest· Mi~ority a~· uo: 
National. Con:ferenoo, JulY' 5-6,1947, · · · : . • . 

' . .. . .. 
1) Afte~·rive yeers of antagonistic separation, followed by 

two years of international discussion the W.P. and the s.W.P. in 
February 1947 agreed on·unity, Today, July 194?,-the prospegt or 

. ;unity has receded and ;n both parties mutual recrimination is at 
·a higher pitch than ev~r before, ' 

The crisis or contemporary society continues sharp and naked, 
~nsoluble except by the proletarian revolution. American cnp1 tali em 
and the American proletariat are each the meet powerful representat
ive of the international class.struggle which will. result either 
in the common ruin or the contending classes or the soatalist re
organization of society. As could have been·, and >tas, foreseen at 

. least eighteen months ago, tho American proletariat has recently 
shown l. te reaQ.inass' to· challenge the bonrgeoie. ·parliamentary regime 
by direct action; ohly the coU!ltar~rovolutionary labor leaders~~P 
stands in tho way. The'clarificat1on or tho profoundest inter
national problems of politics and organization is placed on the 
?rder of the day by out cq-thinkors abroad, 6een against the baCk
ground of int~rnatlonal class.atruggle, prolotarian neoda end party· 
teaks, the conduct or the unity nogotist1ono by. tho W.P. and the 
S,W;P. d!imonstratoa tho gap.'that lies bet~10on tha.Fourth Internat1on 
al in the United Statos·and the nMda.and aspirations of thn prolet-

. ariat. · · · . 

2) Tho l<f.P. 1-!s.Jority undoubtedly provided the initial provec-. 
at1_ons for the latest rupture by a series of seta which 'it now has 
thr. gall to call trivial, But tho.dolentrcact1on of ·tho lcado:ro
ehip'or \'ho·.So'lf,P, its sudden rovoreal of ,a policy arrived at attar . 

. so llll;nY yoars and after such w1dosproad consultation, is out ot 
all prclportion ~P any. obJc_cti voly :be oed .Position on unity. . 

3). TJ,ln beginning of th~ .pr~sont cl'isis .is thn rae~ that tho 
W,P. split from tho' s.~T.P'' in 1940 on. an unprincipled basis. 

' The Vf~ry unreasoning monstrous charaotel' of the apl1 t atl,cl.ed 
now to the t'act·that.the W,P, has.tenaclously carried on the l!lasll 
struggle·for ·seven history-mak1ng:years,.should warn that. there 
were deep h1stori·cal t'orces at· work. In the 1940 split and· in its 
subsequent evolution1 the W,P, expressed in.ooncentr~ted form a· 
basic.problem of· American·radioalism: hostility to.worl4 1mper1al
iam·but an inability to assimilate the· principl~e or Bolshevism 
.. ~ting to tl;le absence or any conscious reovolutionary parapeotive in 
'the Un1ted States, This deficiency is rooted in· the whole ill story 
o'f ·the country, ·The· course or. the W,P, has demonstrated Without a 
shadow or doubt that the underlying motivation cr·ths split was a 
convlotion that a. revolutionary party in the United States could be 
built only by empirical agitational methods in opposition to the 
eupposedly· na~row, sectarian, sterile, antiquated msthodo of trad-
1 t1onal Trotskyism. · · · · 

The experiment has, proved a t'ailure of highly symbol1oal import 
anoe and is a historic. oontributio~ to the evolution ot' American .. ' 
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Bolshevism, M.ter seven ·years tho W,P, Majority, has no thaoroth"'. · ' iA~· 
Al contribution to make to the building of tho noroty in the Un1 ted · ·.•· ·;:; .. ·.·.\ 
States. It is today without perspective, e1thoi• politi~al or org- · ... , .. : 
an1zat1onal. Worse still, the absence or a w'".-t~··,·rl't··· ~+ r,.,_ ···; 
olutionary conception, the omp1ric1em and tho impat1or.oo which · . :'1 
characterized it in 1940, have led .1t, .undo.r .. tho whip .or .defeats .l 
in Ell!rOPO 1 tO develope a· eoriOS Of devj;atlonS" cr. 'the f:u,t'~:nontal 1 

pcrspectivrs of world revolution and on 'the tradi tiona anr~ ideas or ·\ 
Eolshovi,'Sm, Al:l this .not orily u·nmistskably' confirms Trotsky's t j. 

a.nalysis of it in 1940 P.s a potty-bourgeois poli~l.cal tendency in · · 
organic affinity tt1th similar tendencies i.l1 .the .!-.~story of prolct- .. J 
arian· movcm~nt~ in Eu:ropoa It also consti tutC!S ·a warning to all ,.\ 
sucll tondoncios which may appear in the futuro. 

4) But the W,P, is not a potty-bourgeois tcndopdy in.general, 
It is a petty-bourgeois tendency functioning in the period of the 
death agony of CS'>i tali am, in tho United States >~hero no mass 

•... ,SooJal Democratic oarty exist&',< Hence the W,P; is torn bet>Tr:on the 
· t ·i·ncr.easlng ,barbar..'l.anl .of··bou~c·c>is society ''imd i'ts o;m inability to 

... , find a. be.sis in Amcri.can .society· to concrotiiio "Gnd dovolopo the 
.• j 

.. pol1t~!"al. and ore;anizationar pr.incipics .. of B,cr':!-.shovism. In this 
confl.1.;pt it· .has capi tulatad to ··ch.!!:ractor:ist1c' .moods and. tendencies 

1
, • of Am<'r1can potty-bourgeois rad!l.caliem. ·'But s't.ich ia the character 
· ;, of our. (}poch··and rthe gi>anite' l."civolu·tiohary' ·foupdations of tho 

·. 

. Fourth IntcrnntionoL.that all o:!' th~ ~.bomiitable· 'i:,iim,ns against tho 
.. thcot•1f .and practice of Bolshevism comin1 'tted b~ th:o.:W~P. ·cannot be 
• ·:held in t):le l;)a·lanoe egaipst' ·tho· consistency· and en,!Jrgy with which, 

.. accord.l,ng; to·: its 11ght.s, :it has r·otight for its rointegl;'atl.on within 
the ranks .pf·:the · Movcniont'" : . .:. ··. ·• 'l'ha. W,P, hos'indulgod 1n . · 
t~nb~id;!,ll~attacks againat;thll S.ll,P,, !lY!...tlwse r...J:!l. DQ l.!lQU thl!!L 
the expre·ss3ion·,of !1§_·;awrt">thl!o:ret1o'al' !lJld orgPnb,ftional bP.n~uptoy 
and impotence 'before-~ •poWeP ~ Amer.i:cPn ,imperialism Q!lQ. inter-

- ,_. ... national Sta:lin1am. Consciousness or· the .. •pain:fui task of ·reintegrat-
ion into tho Bolshevik milieu in a subordina to position, ·tile .. · 
instinct for solf-prosorvation and the nPod. to; Justify in tho oyos 

.. , -of ~1nr1r1mk and file tho·. spil:it of 194o;:·a;l.l .. i1lipol·,th~ ~r.P, leader-. 
. . ship .to tho behavior it: hns ·pursued, ·. Jlu't _:1. t:a ,v.cz:y :hysteria shows · 
~·.·: tho Qpns·ciousne.ss of coming defMt and: to's;ti:t:ina'_:l;o its. recognition 

: . · thot. thoro.· is rio way out o:rr its pro son~ i!'lP.':'S."'!J. t>Y,J'OPt the 
i Mo,omont. ·· · ·- · ·•. · ·· : . .. ~. : 

•. ·:·. . ·•· 
. .: · .5i The subjective intentions' of tho· ~I.P, 'leadership .a're sub
ordinAte to the problem~• posed by the ovollltion·;o:i' tho W;P, The 
pt•oblom posed is 'in embryo .the problem of tlio American revolutionary 
movomont in relation to the pctty-bourgcq1.sio with~(!. tho nP.tional 

., .. ·~!lOculinl:'ity of tho United· States, Hostile: to tl)o .. <;rimoe of doouying 
... Amo~~cnn bourgeois pol! tics;' but uMble to r.ocogrtiZP. .. thO poU, tical 

pot·ontiali t~os of ·tho prole~nriot owinl?i to its Jol)g ,tr~:~~~ t1on of 
· p~sei\·1 ty and tho abaonce o:t"fpoli ticnl."orgon1.ll!i.t1orl, t):l.O''~mericnn 

·pot·ty.-liollrgcoisio vncillntoa botwoon tho impul:so to rovoluti.onary 
~ct1'on •. 1~ cl.istrust of tho londorship ·of .tho pr,olo.tnriot which has 
auTJpliod: 11:"w1 th noi thor precept nor prticttco• ;:.Tho t.ssk sot ~s 
therefore on.o \~hich will constaf\tly roour in dl,'f,f.cront .forma. In 

. tlrta e.nso 1t 1s • ..11. tnst :of :.the· thooroticnl ·ponotr:\.ti:on, poli.tic11l 
:firmness, coneoinusness <if."·at·r~ngth, nnd ·t~.ct1oa~· 'f,;!,~~.l>i:fit.Y., ·pt 
the revolutionary. proletarian· tendency in the hes;d-~to w~p o;i.~.r4 

.. d1ao1pline, d1f:f8i<enti~.te, and· integrate tlie liaat ·elements of ·n 
1

petty-bourgeois tehdency which is objectively forced to turn to 
the·. revolutionary-movement. 'l'he responsibility and tho initiative 
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in all such oases rest· w1 th the Bdlehevik tendencJ, but ~partioulttl'lJ 
so in. this case· lf!len .it· h. the 'ma.Jority and bii.s. the prestige or the. 
international, ·comrades behind it; · · 

6) The s.W.P. by 1947 has been able to demonstrate fer more 
cleariy than in 1940 that it represents a proletarian ee opposed 
to a petty-bourgeois tendency., It hs.e justified its claim in 19.40 
t!:at it is the inheritor and· oontlnuator and continuator or the 
traditions, principles and policies or Leninism-Trotekyism· as · 
~~ninst the petty-bourgeois opportunism and ·unprincipled·rev1sion1sm 
01 the W.P. For, mor~ th;:tr• in 1940; it is poasibl~ to eay ,. and 
easy for. informed persona to den1onstrate;r that in 1940 the historic
al and poli.tical right of the split was on the side of the S.W~P •. 
~1ere can be no greater misconception or the .~erican movement ·than 
to equivocate in the s~ighteat degree as to the contrnst. \)etwcn 
the determined struggle ·or the S,W.P. to maintain the principles or 
Bolshevism :!.r: ·contrt>et to the political and organizational degener
ation ot the W,P. Ye~ the S, ~I.P, has tri1lod conspicuously to cope 
wHI1 the disru_ptive tendency roprce'onted by the ~I.P, It begnn ·by 
accusing tho ~r.P, ot cap1tulating'to the imperialist war in the. 
spirit ot the Soqial Pomocracy of 191~. Thorpby it misunderstood · 

. the particular character :of revision! om ~11 thin tho rE!nks ot the 
Mavmncnt. . ·. •• · It ace usee!: the \•I.P, or unroadinoss ·to attempt 
tho hard ·tasks ot' pr.olotarian1zn.t1on. Ther.oby' it. misundorstc;>od 
tho particular oharactor or petty bourgeois opP.ortunism in tho 
.special condi tiona o:f' the United States... . · · 

.'l'hat the S, W.P. has. found 'itself UMble· .. to ro~ognizo lts · ... ·· 
initial miscalculations,· oven ~fter.tho W.P. had d.O'!'one.trat·od thCllll ·. 
to bo -wrong,· is duo directly· tg . the Amerionn cnvironmont and .the 
woaknoeeile ot American.'Bolshovilim, ·rorcad upon it PY ... the. wholsi 
hlstelry of ti1o' country and in pa~:ticulnr by tho polit!oal w~nknoss 
of the. American prolct~.PiP.t; As. lato ns .August 19461. the S,W.,p, 
was unnblc to dift,rcnl::l.ato it.solt strntegically t.rom:·tho .. W,p; on 

·the Amcrio11n scone. There .still romainod tho. illusory· bol1ot· that 
whilo thn dj,ftnronoos in .1940 "',d ·undoubtodly grol(ll, wida.%' 0· on. tho 
Amorio~.n scone tho ·two .parties hod n eimilnr, stretogic ilpproMh, 
It is prooiooly boc!'usc th1s:d1f1'crontiiltiori wne nbscnt.~fult tho 
S,W.P, has soan unity ulwnys as· a prelude to no~hing cleo but a . ·. 
dllmoral1zing repetition ot . . the· disputes of 1940 ageinst. whi·ch tho·· 

. only snf'aguard w~.~ a chango ot heart ln tho intont1c;>na of'· the,. w.,P. 
leQdorehip~ ·· · 

Procisoly this lock or thc'orcticnl. clnr1:ri~nUoil where·' tt"' · 
mot tors most ror tho Amcrioon pnrty koops ·the AroQricnn. movc•mcnt ·in 
the swamp in ~rhich it is,. The S,W.P,,Justiti.ably hostile to the·.' 
clash or opposing .tendencies on matters so alien to the new tasks, 
has tried to ignore the W,P, out ot existence, It h9.s· tried· 
indiscriminate denunciation. It has then triad 1nd1scri~~nate 
benevolence. All have tailed. It tailed "to take the in1t1ntiv,e 
on unity in 1945 and to lay down both the theoreticPl and organ
izational conditione ·of' unity, 'l'hU:s 1 ~ has al.loNed the w,p, and 
its own !loldroli..n~Morrow !Unori ty, to do an in1'in1 to amount of harm 
and to ~'in la.t1 tude and support which only their ·orgonic poli tico.l · · 
bankrupa:v prevent~d them from taking ~dvnntr.ge of', The nocmmulet- . · · 
ing oonf'usion and tha present f'dlure .have demonstrably p1•ovad that 
the existence or ttro tendencies in the United· ·.states· is n eouroe 
·or pol1 tical wenkness end ilemorn'lizfltion, It is impossible no~1 to 
Dt!t th'l olock linok.ahd etnrt the· prcioese of 1gnor1ns all over agltin. 
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The dispute in the United States 
4n~w is an international so1.lndll; ·. :.··~~ .• ~_,.·;··_!_,_ .. ·_·.·._.:._'.·.:_._:_:·:J: 

which ·onn e.ar,1ousl1:'oomprolntite.- andi .disgrace our. whole movement; •. c<_ 
To lay· the reapons1li1li ty 't:or .:th1.e (ln the go'od or b.!!d intenti·ons or 
tho W,P, leadership is to inflate t~em· net only in their own ~yes 
but ,1n the .. eye e. ,<lf .. the comrade~ at home and abroad. · ·' i 

7)' .Tl:)'e p'oliti'cnl evaluation of unity cnnnot be bn.sed upon 
nnything else but the strategic perspeqtive of the American Revolut-
l.on nnd tho .building of the American party, That the two parties , 
qiscuao everything else but ·this is ·the sureet:.~ign or a historical 
immaturity and the source of tactical errors,, .cionfuaion and the 
miaeducntion or the memberohip, .From 1929 to his death, Trotsky 
fought for a comprehens.i•re theoretical preeentation of the perspect
ives and teaks or the Americ~n revolution. After the rapidity and · 
po)Wer which marked the appearance· of the C, I,.o he intensified his 
efforts to make this strategic perspective the axis of party life 
in the United ~tates, Because thte hns remained only an •underlying 
conception,• the American tendencies. and the S.W,P. in·particular 1 
conscious or their differences, are compelled to discuss them in· 
terms thnt inhib1 t· the clnr1ticat1on of American Bolshevism. This· 
must be·. brought to.' an. end. The definitive e.pJ.l. t in tho· Bolshevik.: 
Party ·took place only nfter mllllY yenrs of, ihoossant· s-truggles for '• . 

. unity nnd· took place over such cancr.ote policies ns tho liquidation " , 
ot' the Rues1a!l organ1zat1on •. ·Up to the present time ne1 thor the · .,., 
s,w,p; n"oi:o .. tho'It1ternational- ha.s dared to .say that the coexistence ;'{)i 
o:f tho partlos in ono drgah1':1.11t1cn is politically impossible, ,••.:;I:: 
To sny this 11ould bo to mnke . .nonsolise a.nP. hy.pocria;( of tho whole :-:JR 
struggle .~t tho Intorntltionel Loft .Oppos1 t10n to enter tho Third· ... ·," • 
Ilitornat'i'onal; But it would be equally f11lso to rest tho futuro on . ·~ •. 1:~i .. 
the subJective -intentions .or tho w.p, 1iuiteud o:r on ·tho ·cris'ie o:f . "·'·" 
b0urg'fiois society 'in gonnrnl and the radioal:lza t1on ol'· the Anieric'an.. .',_'']i 
prolnt!iriat. ·.Thq bns1's or ·Bolshev;ik ·d1soi·pl1nc .is poli t1cs"'/J.hd .not~--- .. ::'.•''5 
v1eo;vorea. It 1s tho nolit1c~.l rosponsibUity"cif ·tho s,~/,p,; to . ---~,~'''\~·\ 
cut 'tlirough 1;he oont'usion of 8 situation 1z'! .whioh··two. pc.rt'i<ie ex1s•; · -~ 
both c!&iming to otand on the prograll! of ·rne .Fourtl:! .International·. ,f''' 
It.-muet resolutely p~oolnim the needs. and tasks ·of _·the American J{:;!; 
Revolut_ion as the bnoe for the unified· Am~ricnn l?ilrty, :·_,;, 

8) The s.W.P, at its last conventi~n has brought to:t'l·rard:. as · .,: j 
_a· new stnge of _development for ·the American movement, programme. tic. . ·,_··-:·--···.;···.··;······.···' ... _·.·_· ... _·,·,,;': perspectives tor the revolution in the United States •. What has . .,,-_. 
been mies1ng since 1940 c11n therefore nolf be. 'made olea.!! I theoretic-. 
al unity or difference around the strategic orientation or the· .. ,., 
Ameri~an .. party in 1 to otruggle for the American ,revolution·. Not· :;;: 
to do thia is to· remn1n' in 1940 nnd to do in 1947 what Trotsky. '; 
retu.s~d t·o -do ill 194!),,i,e. to leave the initiative in the hands or · '! 
the petty-bourgeoio r,evioionists n,nd onrry on the. d,1Bputes on .the· . :.7~ . .:' 
.leVel ch:ooen by_.the rev1a1on1ats, ~' . ." ·.~·:· :;::~~t 

No ultimatum ·or any kind to the 1~,p; ie. here onv,.saged,. · '' · ·"··· 
Trotelty impooed no thoorotionl condi tiona whntever on Burnhom e'\'en · .,·>_i~ 
~rtor this enemy or Bo1shov1om h~d openly and directly attacked the · 
political and. orgnn1:.n t1onal t::-adi t1C?ns or our movement in, the, most , .. ·.··, ;,,:1~.·:,:.) .. 
offena!ve manner nnd socimed to hnve n large minority of the party· ... · .. 
and ·the bulk·of' the· y·outh with him.· Tz•otsky took the ·initiative. to · ,_._,._,.,, 
gl,lnranteo all· right a· to What nppoarod to be. 11 mUi tantly antio.. ·· .. , ·.·"\.'\.'; 

!il::~:::r.!t?::~!:;r;~~:~H·tE;. 'rJ:::~:~;:!;!fv;:· . :,~I 
o~:~~ifl :" .. <···l{f 
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the most.intransigennt, the niost searching oxposition or tho strnt
ogio concepts nt issue so .that there should by tho clearest 
possible theoreUcal dtrrsrent1at1on or· conflicting ten.1eno1es. 
·At .this stage or. American development, the. rep~tition or the task 
accomplished in 1940 and developed slnce, would be a betrayal. 'l'he 
condition laid down by the S.W;p, that .t))is type or .d1scu~don 
should be prohibHed in the S,W,p,. except lindor the special cond
itions proposed, is completely just1:f'1od.and is ind1eated by ~oth 
the objective situation and the past hhtory of ·the parties, But 
the same objective situation and·tho earns past or the parties demand 
that aoc.eptaneo of the r.e~dinoss ·or tho ti,P. to submit to the maJ
ority, should bs accompanied by a discussion, before the whole 
·International, and it possible, initiated by it, on the perspectives 
o:f' the American revolution including· such cox-ollaries as the Negro 
qur,stion. · Not to do this moans to ignore the symbolic s1gni:f'ican&e 
of tho events Which.have followed the pact on unity, It is to be 
categorically asserted that the13e .c.vonts sprang from the political 
vacuum created on the national scene by tho Unity' Pact Which aP
p~ared to be nothing moro than.a.c11-lie or repentance and forgivonoas 
instead of e political (l:lnjuncture ending one historic period in 

· the history o:f' American Bo.lshevi~m and opening up another - the 
struggle :f'or the mass party of the revolution. Without the con
ecioua, deliberate posing of ~ew-strateg1c perspectives, to take 

.the un1tied .organizatl.on forward i!l theory as it hopes to take them 
into the proletsriat 1n practice, 'the unresolved conflictwill tend 
to perpotuato.itsolt' around the old'axis. It is the politics of 
1940-1947 that eaused and maintained the broach and.it is the pol~ 
itics or 1947 tbst'must solve it, It unity is desirable and pose- · 
ible, thon how. c~se, at ~h~e stage is it possiblo to begin· the task 
or cementing the proletarian end gPnu1nelY~ revplutionary o:Lcmonts 
in both American part1os7 Good intenti.ona and adjurations to hard 

· work are not sufficient; Political di:f':f'orontia.t1on is a. Bols.heV1k 
necessity •. Thus, political d1:f'fercnecs w11.1 not be. hlddcn behind · 
silence or rutile discussions ·abou·t. "buroaJ.toratic colloot1vism• 
and "bureaucratic Jungle" and 11 dcceptiona" s.nd "misunderstandings. • 
What is .roqul.rod arc clearcut political issues, the discusaioh. o:f' 
which could only result in benot'i,t to all concornc.d,- education or 
the International, and,.if necessary,· a d'of1n1tiv.o separation or 
Amoriean ·Bolshevism from. all oth.or tcndeno1os, ·. 

.. 
. For this.clari:f'ioa~on must bo poood also tho nooossity f.or a 

comprohonsivo program 'of education in ·the· pri~noiplcs and eypl1cat1on 
ot dialectical mater1s.l1sm aA app].1ed to tho American scone Tho 
letters, memoranda,, oo(lversations, etc. . or Trotsky, the most . 
precious arsenal o:r .analyais ·or the United States ever made, must 
form the basis tor a revolutio.nal'Y· at.tack upon e'vsry phase of 
A:nerioan bourgeois production, social lit's and thought. In the. 
face of. such a ·program the• w.t~ole vapid nonsense o:f' verbiage, pess
imism and ·defeatism o:f' the W~]i'. are certain to be exposed and .. 
exploded·, ·marking. the imd or 11-ny· possibility or the resurgence ot 
ShachtmaniBm as a vendsrtcy.in.th~ Amerioar. party. 

9) The Internationai is hei.•eby warned that :raw tasks before 
it are more important than the political olari:f'ication and organw 
1zat1cnal solution or the miserable' si t1.1ation to which the Amer1oan 
movement. has been reduced, The W,P, which has Played so · 
mischievous ·.a role in the Un!ted States hes now unmistakably ·ehown 
that it haa already transferred 1 ts operations to the international 

·~ield, By the same vague and'advsnturous politics combined With · 

.653 

, •r 

' 

I 
' I 

i 

' • ! 

.c: ,. 



' . - 6 - ' . :- " . ·- -·· -_-.--.. ~--;:' · . ..:··_,-.~-:~:;;?#;:'.: 
sharp organizational, at ;tacks, which haVO oha:raoterizod. it in 1940' ':\~.:(·•(:, 

. ·- . •: 

and 1945-1947, it soak!!' !!OW to build' supporl;·tor itself abroad. ····'i;;~ 
The ;rnterna.tional should not bo dooeive'd by' the political bnnk- · · ·;,I 

. ruptcy of .. tho :W.P. into believing that 'lt still· does not have groat '·'·'1 
capa,i)~ty :i'or· disruption at hon.e and abroad,• Tho "centrifugal 'tend- .; .. ·, 
encio,s" i!'l tho International· have· already rocoi vod subst9.ntial· sup- ·.. ', 
port fl:'om the \~;p, and tho infinite· adjuatab1lity of ita opportun-
ist po:j.i t;Lcs .. ,is always at tho bock ani! call or 1 to organizational 
·nco.ds, :: . · / I 

F~om tho beginning ~r the unity negotiations thcrc.hne beon· 
inherent .in the .S.li',P', a··tendency· to· eleve.te its own difficulties 
with· th!'·l·I.P. into· principles for the' organization of the Internat-
1onal.; .It would be a serious error, fraught ~<ith great danger, for 
our movement, if tinder t):le influence of tile Amet'ioan dispute., pro
ponent.e of 'the' th~ory of bureaucrati'c collecti vi em or of the "total
ital'ian character of.the Stalinist :Parties• were to be considered 
as i'n,!!dmissaq~e tp: the ranks l'f the .Fourth International. 

Tne' moral author! ty of tlie 'Int'ernatiooal· ·inevitably suf:f'e:oed 
in. t.he United. States t'rom ita 'equi'll'oei.l: hand'i:1ng of the uni tiY ques
tion., .Ita 1nterven~l-on, ·though of neccasi ty ·only of· a moral char-
actei'; 1·ras' of ·great effect,' With the na1~ ai tuation :the Internation
af- has. 'the duty to ~n.tin::vene, .It timet, above· al:l, avoid giving . 

. tno 1mp1•~ss'l.on that. i.t. ha~ nothing more .Bl c·ontripute .l;Q An!erican 
f!olshevism than thc.,rdle. ·or organizational pcas;~-!l!!.!ill bet1·rrum ~ 
£1.P.~i!_.tho f:W:[,R •. It· w.ould. b.e •acting contrary to .all the tt•ad:-

, .. 1;;·1cns and lesson·s o;t: _Bo1:shevl:o!'l ·if 1 t failed ·at this stage,. :to . 
. reoogni'ze tpnt .the l50l1 t~ctil perspe'ct1V.ee in the United States ,must 
.q~ ·the baei,s ·o.r ·orglillizatlional clar1i'1cation.; . 

· · 'iO'l' ~he ·c~iji,; o:t· :h~~ni ty is the ·cri.sis .of the proiet~r-
ian leader'ship, . Th~ vert ·fact that the unity neg.;>tiations haVe· noW 
continued ·for two years · ·shows. ·that ·!;here is a power.'ul need and 
urge for . unification;. ·so· 'f'ar ··tho effective proletarian leader
shin ·has sho~m ·itselr'•.\ina'cilE! ·either to cement unity or pol-
1cai1y .-to destroy'. the. need i'or or the urge toward unity •. 
Under the · oircunletancies.1~ is necessary to urgo .upcin' .~all paz;,t
icipants the careful . study . of the toll owing t'rom 'Ghe, . . . 
documents .of tho 1940 dispute: . 

.. ,. "A .lightrminiied . .,.t:titude toward.s party organization,., towards 
splits .and ;.irii1'1cat1on.a ' .• 'pne of the most chtii:'actcristic exp;!'essions 
of intellectualiem .at!d d11ettant1sm - it! ·a t'ntal thi'ng, Socialism 
is 1novi table but .the str11ggle t'or soeial:tsm· by means of t~. pro-
] etal;'ian revolution must '.ll.q organ1z§.9.. The sole means of organi'zing 
the ,pro;l.etarian revotution 1s the revolutionary party.- A pct.l;y-

_..bourgeois intollectuo.l or dilottantewho hae not asoim1lated th_e 
idea'!·, of Marx1om ii;til hie blood·, is capab!La of· rushing .into unif-

' ' ' ·~·.: . --.-.-· 

.. ···:~~A 
.... \~i 

. ' '··: 

ication .one day when thoro is ·only a seomirrg.'agreomont and of. splits 
the next' day at' 't;M; first sign or snrious d1ss.groomont. · .Not :a·o the 
workers; The· wo'ril:er joins a party for.- struggle, ·He puts his life 
into it,· .He take~ his time before joiriing i'n ordor to aoo what a 
)nrt.y: 1 s doing as '··ell as wb:Jit 1 t is sayi-ng·• \ill on such a ·1fOrkor 
joins, a party. ho :.takes it very seriously •. llo. gi·veo ,it his .full :; 
C.·wotion and ·recoils tl£rcely · against· anyoM 'who: takoe the par.ty. · · 
l',ghtly and disregards 1ts d:l:soipll.no. . · .... . · .. .·:;': 

nAn ..intellectual dilettante is capablo.of ·joMing a party.. · 
1 .~,;; 

;~! tho\lt attaohinij any groat· aigriit'icance. to :ouch· an action, an(l. of. · .. ~~ 
lna'!ing 1 t at tho 'first disagreement· or ·more often·.-'!· tho first:._ ._ . ,1~ 

i';~w· 
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'timo somoono stops on. hia ~aos; Tho WO%'kor, on tho other hand, ~rho 
as ·a rule will not join a party unle~s hs means bueineos, will not 

. leave it at tha f.irat disappointment or when the first doubt enters 

. hi_ a .mind; No, tlie· worker _clings, to his party 8.nd oupports it until 
all' his confidence and hopes in it are eL~austed. Thia is the 
great factor which underli"es the extraordinary tenac! ty 1'11 th ~rhich 
thousands of militant workers stick to the Communist Party, Super
ficial intellectuals are inclined to regard these ~rorkers as incur. -
able idiots.. Not so, The worlters cling to the C.P. in spite of 
disappointments and doubto and misgivings only because they do not 
see any other party, This sentiment of seriousness, devotion, sac
rifice, tenacity- horribly abused and betrayed by the Stalinists· 
fakers - is a sentiment that in essence is profoundly revolutionary. 
Don'"t be hasty to leave your party,. That is a sign of petty-bour
geois impatience and 1nstab1li ty, not of proletarian revolutionary 
res~onsibility,• 

II 

The Johnson-Forest Minority has from the beginning opposed the 
political attitude of the 11.P, and 6,1'/.P, in posing unity in organ
izational terms and not in terms of the objective situation in the 
United States and the .needs -or· the 1nteJ•ne.tlonal movement, It has . 
1:>1 ttP-rly resented the poJ,.ttical pr.nctica of both parties· 1r. conduot-. 
1ng their relations With 'M.J._nori ty on. unity solely on the basis of 
whe_ther the Minority would spl1 t from ope paz•ty and join _the other. 

Thg !Unori ty refused to .§111.1 t. ~ j;he W, J?, beCa\U!.!l the aug
. geetion .W!!! accompanied··E£ the clear indication 1!.Jg! suc:h g_ split 
J:!Q.Y1i! bo ··out 11 p_roliminary to g ~i ti vo declaration of tho • .. m
fit.ness ot the. 1~.P; tor membership· :ill. the· S.W.P. At a time_ when· 
the possibility of unity seemed hopeless_ tho_ Minority refused to 

·lend any support, thooretj.cal or organizational, to such a policy 
and declared to the International, tho S.W.P,· and the W,P, that. it 
would activbly oppose 1 t. · :11th the signing. of the Un1 ty Pact and 
the goncral.aoooptance by, the comrad~e of this pact .!ill!.!! ronponsib
ili ty or the Minor1 ty Jl..l'!g_~. It proposes_ to ecok ways_ and '!lee.ns_ ·to 

. carry out tho unity onv1sag0d in tho pact. Tho Johnson-Fo_rost -
Minority refuses to•· tak_o any .r0sponaib1li ty :for the sots, trivial 

·or otherWise, by which tho ~I.P. has imperiled the unity; Ol' for any 
1nt.orprotat1ons or:m1sintcrprctat1ons of the pact, or any conditions 
the W.P~ chooses- to domand, The principled right or· the W.P, to , 
membership in th,e F.I. is no~' established and thia With"thei"by no 
means negligible assistance of the Minority. The future course or 
the w:P; Major! ty is now in 'i.tsi own hande, · Nothing prevent·s it, 
11' it so Wishes, t'rom folloWing the example o·r ·the !Unority!' reopen-· 
ing negotiations wi.tl:l t)1e S,I~.P. an_d seeking :ways and means to 
eliminate causes of distrust. and to implemept the Unity-Pact,_ . ' - . ' . 

Tile Johnson-Forest· 1-!inori ty is impelled· to take the step or 
.implem~nting the .pac,t for the· folloWing self-eviden.t. oon_sidera tiona : 

· i. · The world .ei tu:a tiQn and .the pol1 tical !)Oai tiona pf the 
1Unor1ty ~ long demanded that the IU.nority align" itself with 
those elements in the CIC which are_ in Qppos1 t1on· to _the J%0ponents 
of· the' theory tl\at ·the jll•oletariat ie. toda;:r permeated wi_th democrat
ic illusions. The "bureauorat1q oolleot1vists11 and the 1•etro-, 
gl'essionists of all· stripes are· extrema forma of: th_is: type or sub-

: jeot1ve pol1 ti'oal· _thiplting which <::onst1 tut.oo tho greatest danger 
• to our movern~nt today~ . ' · · · 
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11, With the death,,.o:!' Trotslcy ·an.d tho breakdo.wn P.f• llourgeois : · ·,,:;)~·· 
society, tho Intcrnatidll!li, needs more than over. ~oral· ~u.thor1t;v and ';·•::{· 
orgar.i~at1onal Sllpport from all tOI1qOncies. Tho Johnson-Forest . ;·;;:,:: 
Minct·lt,v has rough~ for this consistently against tho, aavPgo attacks ·.···' 
opm1 :1:1d concealed, U!JC:1 tho Intcr11at1oMl by the W,P, MaJority, ·· • 
J.t tt~..!! §_!;ago 1 t io n<h,ossary to auppl,emqnt the· 1doolog1ca1 struggle · •· 
by cc;'l~J":'oto u~tion. . . 

i:U, On tho Amcr1oa11 scene the. ·proletariat during the. pae't 
t~to yes1•o by 1 te actionn hils given ample warning to the revolution-
ary mol!cmcnt tru.t it has ·ehthrod upon 11 tr.o yoa.rs .of decision.~. Only: .. ' 
thoso >tho do not sro this or >tho misundcreto.~ld the r·ole. of the · · 
party 1n rcvolutionaryotrilgglo, can i{>norc .,h;:: n'cces'Bi ty for ··· ·· 
ir.tJl'P:HR erh scbkint; to j,mplOrdvn t tho Unt 1 :; ~nct. . .. . . . 

1:, <he !Unorj ty has boon proved. }'V.'I•)>••c&fJ to influence the 
l~11jori ty by it~ 0:m P.:'.'incinlcd At:'.'ugglo ft•:o F.ol.,hovl em :>.n' tho , . · 
Unl.tnd StataA. Tn0 tf • .2. Minority hos £-:pent L:tx JDtn•s o~'·cppos1tion 
to 't!"le theo:':'y of 11 bureaucra t:!.c ~olJ ect~'l.~j S!a 1

' b.t: ·a dange:·c'.1f.i deviat- ; ! ··· 
ion !'rom Marxismt 1 t ha& implacably or,r·~o3c:l u!",d !!as conGtotentl·Y re-
fused in w,•l ting a:1d in speech 1;o ,•oi!'l ~heH><~Ot'~.ty in its olander- .. ,. 
ouo attacks upon the F,I, an<'. tho S.(I.P; Yet the:li'.P. ,l:fa~ority, as . 
soon as the Unity Pnot wa• s!gned,· no:t only demanr.~d but expected . _, 
that th~ '!f.P. ~iino>·ity ~rould mak~ a,'blo•c wlth. ~t::C.n these:9ues1;1ons~ ·.· 
against th~ 8,\'I.P. and the.F'.I, 'It is vbvious that thl! corz:espond• · :' .. :i::, 
ence oet>teen Bolohcvi1: tt.~o~·y and organ:.za'r.ional action))as ·no ... -,·~ 
meaninr; fo!' tr1e lf,P, l~ajorlty and ~:111· hbve to £!! tauMt. !hmJ! !1.'£.. };fc:; 

· oth.~~· Jliean~<hile, the· J,:·<1:: "«n-Porert N1nori ty will teach the '.W. P. ,..,.,, 
Md.1-1.j~;1. :r; bdy a'?btionh, 1 a~. ;eat· hzt i11pis rnu:;h1: t that- t 1 t 1a l~yal_-~1. dt h .. . .. ·,,· ...... ·~·.'·;·'--.~,·.'.·.'.·. sc:o.p" .ne mem crs . ~ :q. · .e. ". , an.... s a rugg. e • qr un y ... ave 
been and are matters o:f' Ec+~h~vlk 0.1sqpl1ne and ,Bolsh~v:1k pol1gy. ··. ··'·':'::) 
They have not mi tlgated. out 1ntene1f19a. the Minor! ty 1 s qet.erm1nat- :,,,•,!i;c\ 
ir.n net t.o be cotifouh<!ed in.,any .~tEiy Wi'ch the"u.n~que theol'etioa:l·· ',·. · ·•:;, 
contrJ.but1ons 11 ol' the )f,P. to MarJC.ism .and the organ1za1;1ona1 prao- · · .• ::, ... 
t1ce:l that aorreauond to those ·-:.Jieor1.as. · .. '.:· · .' · · · :· .•. :"'. · 

v. ·r:o.e Johni.e>n·-h'orest Minority' has come to the coric1ius1on · :.':)•1! 
that it can d.o nothing further tc:i'~j.nfluenoe 1;he .'1-i,l?, Na;J,ority pol- '·:'· 
itically. Political 'differences have beet> c::lllri:ried a·s f~r llil . . . · . .f::; 
possible; the lines lla"e been· drawn •.. The _ge·generaUon .91. the ,w;p., ,·; . ,. ·.~!:,~.~.' 
n.cm im•ol,res tho l!in.or!ty .:ill ~ieonle ann futile political· . ' . · ·. --
ntr;gg:!es. The' .ol.>stinacy of the W,P., Mo.jorit~· in blindly pursuing ' ;;:~'.:.' 
the coursG· 1 t follo·.~ed 'immediately after the .Unj;ty Pact, despite · ··.r{;:: 
tt.e obJections of the Ml.nor1ty;. 'the Major1ty 18 'statements no>~ that . :,·,.)" 
the.1no1dente were t'rh·1al; its sha.meful'att.ompt to smear the •'"" 
Minority for d13loyalty .;. a charge whi,r,'l> .will be abundantly dis- · :.').:.·:,},,.,: .• 
pro\·ad .before the whole 'Internatioilalf /1;lie >tri tten statement by 
Shochtman and Goldman. that Johnson irl n9~ f1 t to 'be .in· the par·ty; '/'; 
;ho dcgrad1ng shifts. and dodges, .de.moraliz1ng to al~ i:once.rl1e.d,- to · .·.·;;: 
,,,h1ch the Major! ty has be on reduoe.d 'in order to ~ovqr~o: i,ts poe- : .. · 
ition on the General Strike; alJ: theso events of ~ooent occurrence :•-';.:,: 
!u,vo tak1Jn place not .on,1y w1 thout a· single pro~q~~~ .c;>,r. objoction :})/ 
I' .rom the membership, .but . .!2.Y' tboi~ _l:ncoruoratl_o~. !!1!2 ·.llll£ intrigues· · ··c.·., · 
ara maneuvers of tho lcndorah1p. , it!,' tel," tho ,f)! story· qf. tho rotro-: ';_;·;;;: 
t;lcaoion theory in tho ti,P, ;. an exp<)l~ionco ~thout parallel in tho ··.:::,; 
h~.atory of Bolehcviem, after 1;ho s~ariti!!loua tangle. of ,opposing _ .. :.!.'''.''.4.i····'·· yrli tl.cel pos1 tiona Oil tho Ndgro quol!tion, atil~··.unravo:rlod, tho 
l·:~.no,.•::.ty has boon oompol.:).:qd 'to"draw:·tho conclusion ·~hot ,the W,P, . '.,..,,., 

''· ~ £.!,£>P.nan! ot•p;nnizntidn ~11 thQut po{:anoct1Vol!, ... ~ in pottt:.th• •·,'·'.:··.·.:·_:···.-.·.·:,··:.·,:.·,~,·.·.~i\l·~.· •. ·: ... ~:· )>s:;:.r&,!•i~ ,lonoont1o!J.fi 1 and dospito .~ ita tonqg1ty aga1ns t o " 
b'.t:r~uoisio, incapable of serious chango oxcopt"in a dif:foront · 

· m~Uou. The M1nori ty does not acouso tho momborahip of the W ,1', ..... : ,i\')!! 
. ,_;!~'om 
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ot being nothing else but blincLfollowers or the lendership; it . , 
!1oea not· .characterize tendenoies. ot the Fo!Jrth :j:n1;e1•nat1onal in. ' 
thie way. But 1 t reoognize.s. to, the. full, the result or seven yeard · 
of· Shachtmanite ;>cl1t1os.aha:. or. the las~ ~ years or ~ 
ttgainst •cannonism" in the W.P. Tl;le eXi'atenoe or ·two parties and 
the s'~1llful explo1.tat1on of pa;-tir"ldya'.f. ty ·})ave had n atul titying 
effect upon the tree pol.ttica;t·develqpm'!nt·oi' the·memberahip. 

11) As .a res~lt .:~r t~~ .d~~e~op~ent~:in the elase struggle 
and as a result o:t'.dx years-ot oon~tant'atl•ugg~e in the W.P., the 

. Johnson-Forest Minority, while aot1rig always as loyal, devoted and 
disoipltned -members o:t' the \i.J,>,;: has. devEJloped consistent pos1 'tiona 
on all the questions o:t' the. r&volution and the counter-revolution 
of our epoch, part1cular:l,y.1n regard'to.the United States. The . 
international comrades; tor the 'most part, h~ve seen :t'it to ignore 
them and, even .,nan international Olllle, as lato as January 1947, 
have been concerned with ·.the Minority -only in giving -rt advice to 
split. The 1-!.l.nority is not det!l.rrec). by· thl,s, but as a compl,etion 
or eix·yeare or work it i~·now engageq in publl,shing documents, . 
new and old,, embodying its _political ideas ariel experiences, includ
ing a·bale.nce sheet~ .its ~even y,.~ars in.·tho W,P. and'·a ·run,dament
al 'document on i te revision ,or Trotsky • s position on tl!.o, Russian 
queetion in the context· or the present pe:t!epsqtivo o:t' proletarian 
revolu'!:i·on. · ·. · ' · 

. The Johnson-Forest !Unority, 'however,: riow recognizes that. its · 
own development and tho "gtoowing revolt" ot the American prolet
·ariat .compol•a drastic: ro.o1•1entat1cn or. its previous course, It 

·. ~11 'struggle ror 'its po_lit10al positions, ·including ths.t tor Llnity, 
· .... _particularly on an international scale, by all the ways arid. ·means . 

'traditional in our movomont coupl,od .with tho discipline it has · .,. 
. always she~. But it hereby .'deolares that.·: its main pur.poac now is 
to devote its energies . toltards the building or 1;he revolutionary 
party ~ winning worker•!' into its 'ranks.. It belj eves it :to be 
the duty of all revolutionarieo in 'the· Unit,ed··Sta.tes . : 
to be hqstUe actively .to. the prso()cupat1on wi th'·inte_rnal dis
cussion and the winning cver.or groups of! Trotskyitoa·from· one· 
point ot view to S:noth~to within the party ·or rival parties, This 

.' .t:Y.~e or poli.:tiqs,_ ·~a •.. at •this 'stage, thq .m8.1n 'enemy o:t' the" .. 
'development of thq revolutionary ·party !n the United· States ~s. 
can be traced 21reotly'!g the lack Qt revolutionary perspe•~ive •. 
Contrary to the beliers.•or petty-bourgeois arxoog11nce· aild ignorance, 
penetration into the l10rkers 1 movement·and !llilieu demands not.a 

. lowering but a.heightening of tne theoretical level of the cadres, 
particularly in the-United States, For .the· Johnson;.Forost !Unority 
this means that such theoretical activHy must be aimed against 
the bou!;'gooisis and against. the· enemies· or Bolshevism for the: 

·conoolidation,and the·mutual ~at1J2n of the party and ~he 
workers. The Johnson-Forest !Unori tY'PrC?posos for i tsolt as ·1 ts 
noxt step the task of integrating itself in tho,£!.W.P, · It will 
seelt to learn from. their exper!oncos, to penetrate. always moro . 
deeply into tho maso proletarian movement .and· to ~·tho idoaa 
j;hat ll developed during tho ~ yoars,_!lot .M..ft :t'aotion 1!!·~ 
discussion Qt theses 1_;_Qyj; 1!!:~ closostcomradely associat1on:r21: 
tho ,!!Ommon .1i\.§l!; o:t' l!!!lning· workers !g' tho ~· · · · 

;.$ ~ . • • • ' ' ~ 

12) Tho Minority reitorato·s· its dotoe'tation or thO hysterical 
accusations or tho W.P. against tho ' 11 butooai.tcraoy 11 in the. s. \'I~P.::· 
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Tho mann or. in ldtioh. tho··W .-P. ·u~os·· thil term n.l!uroalloraoyi• ngains't ·."· ·. ,:· ::_•·:.~·~g:,\ 
tho leadership ot 11 section' ot tho. OIIl: ·i!llp:):ioQ. t"l\~· t.)lo ~ovollltio_n- ·-:~~?;; 
ary workora and intollootuals who. c0n~t1tute tho' .ere · ot · the.ir .otm ···,;:'~-· 
:!'reo will orcot and a\lbordiolito tlicmaolves· to "bllrliauoraoios• ot a ·•~:;,i 
Stalinist typo, Particlllarly after .th~ hls~ory o:f' the ;l<a·ll't ·tipoon · •1·,'·'.' ~ 
years, this typo of pol! tioP.l aecllsa tion ·is' tho n:ost shamo:f'lll ·and .,._: , , 
1rrnspons1blo capitulation to th'o terror or thc':proletaioian rovolut- , ,. . I 
ion Which is bo1n_g 'today sYBtcmaticillly ,injoctod,;,iiito 'the:'P6.tty-. . . , · .. 
bourgoois1o and the prolotaria.t .bY iwcrl.allsm in •O.vtli'Y pnrt·o:r ... tho. · •· · · _· 
world and is a vile slander against_ 'i;"bo ·tra1'-itl.9ns, aims.1 and. p~in- · : ; : 
ctples of our .movement, Tho M1nor1~y horll ro.i(qaM ~ts. principlo!l . ·: , , ; 
strond on this question, I'S cn11nciat_ed in. it's, rcsol'Lition on· p~rty .. , ' .. ·. ,. 
tnsks o\lbmitted to the May 1946 Convention· ot: the• W;p, . ' . . . 

• . . . ' j',': . . • • •· l t:. 
"Tho ~T.P. docs not-unduly concern itsdlf 1~1th•probloms such as 

Hanson's article on Cannon and the c·ontl'OVCrsy in the 6. W.P. about· 
tho rights of intcllootuals to cri tic·1zo tho party and tM pllblic- ... 
ation oto non-pllblication of letters, etc. tt .. do9s nqt givo. tho · 
slightest crc<l.onoo to the conception _that a party. cannot bo built :·; 
1qith Cannon, It is confident .ths.t if Cannon cir1 0annon1sm o!' any 
other individual or tendency atJ;~ndsc ir;l the .. t·ray of builtlJ.ng tlro · :•·.·· 
Movement in tho United States; .. then tho rov.olllt.iOn!lrY cac;tros ·in ··~ _··:.,_ 
both the W, P, and the s. W. P, wil.l 01 ther defon t 'lilloh 1nd1 vidllals or · · , .. 
tendencies or thereby pro·yo their 1nab1J,i ~y to dofea,t •i}he l:io.ux<geois-. ~: . ,: ,; 
ie. The ~~. P .... makea 1t.s main attack on Cannon' G_ I'egimfl''·i ts refusal· ,_ .. -~, -:~;~ 
to enter _honestly into fusion negotiations. Thl.s ratusa.l..betr.ays·.. · ... ·.--.··::;j 
1 ts otul tii'ying monolithic con~ept1ons, The l~.P,. 'rscogni.zes t~t ·., . · ;'. ::;:; 
the mere acceutance o:f' fllsion between th13 · t>ro narties· wo11ld strike .,., -.: .;."i',i 
a· death blow at the monolithic conception·, A'li· other preQCC.Ilpations·.•, ;-:',;·•,\)~; 
are ~ubordinate, disorien·t th·e-.membe:.:-sh.tp or both partl:ea and·' •;, . , ·:,·;;\_); 
strengthen the Cannon1 te :n1ss0.1loat1on i-n;tha rank and file of the':·, · ·' ·;-.,·; 
s. \~.P. on unity, 11 (The Taslt or Buiil:dillg thr.· BolsheJ!1k Party:; .. ·" "··': _::,';}\ 
C.onvent11:1n Bulletin #3, March 28, 1946r··p.23) :.· · .<.:\:'~~!i 

', • ' • . . • • • • . - • • ,~;7\';'l.i 

13) The C.I.c: has recommended to itiLwho'-~•ish to live llnd·er ·. :~·'ii)'l 
the banner of the Movemel}t·.a ·apec1:f'ic douril'e or:''IJ.ction: to lln11'y. · ·.:,·:,!;1 
W1 th other national gro11ps >rherevei! pgasible 1n··ptoepa;rat1onford1s.., . ··,(::7>. 
cuosion, The Unity. Pact also lays 'cl.olm·. oonilit1(!1)S ·ror sllcl:! l.ln1:1'1:0::- . ..,::•:'~ 
at ions in the United s·tates. Tho M1nor1 ty now proposes to requeat:·... :,_., ·~.T-i 
:from the W.P, ·a trans:t'<?r of its membei'shiu 'to the S,W.-P.·, ··and to···. · ·i'';:.;-[ 
rcq!lest from the S,lr.P. an acceptance of that meriJbe~sh1:p~.. ·.': · ,::··~':;,'!; 

From the first ,day of its existence up to .this inome'nt 'th~ -i.u.~_:,_ .'. : __ c,,:'_,_ •. _:_·~-~-;_, 
or1ty has scrupulously refrained from secret oonellltat1on9, · , 
in t-:oigue s and mnneuvora of any kind \•11 th ·the S, W .P.'.' o.r.:an:y ~ep;res-: ·,;c .. __ ._:'.;_t:._[;,. 
entn';ive of the C.I,C. llowovor, With the prescntati'!n o:f' .. this .iloc;.,.. _ .. 
11ment to the ?,C, of the l~.P. it 1dll seelt all leg1t1mate·:meane to ·' . ;;:•''' 
carl•y out the policies o•~tlined 'herein. ·: · · ·. · · . · .· ·_;. ·. ~~; 

14) It is not the pllrposo 'of the W,P •. !Unorit)l,·t!'. make' the ·;')/!~ 
reqllest for transfer and its repero.uae1ons .aJiythbig more than an _:·:,;,;'>?. 
internal episode Within tho con:f'inos of the ·C.I,C. The Minority is · ·'·" 
a political tendency, nllmcrically small, organizationall;y ·1nsigni:f'- · .. ,-";;:.;;:,:' 
icsnt-, proJected. into a :f'ictitiolls importance only by tho manollvor- r ,;t_~i 
1st p:olttics o:f' tho W.P. and S. W,P. It is not a Jlllrty as aro the · ',·.,:•c'?~ 
W.P, and the s.W.P.· and in the past 1t hss boon rorcad into sit- ))~, 
\lations ovor which 1 t had no control and for which it had by 1m• :;,~.:;,~ 
plication to take responaib111 ty, It declares before the \~hole ',,;_~-~1 

65·s· _.~:;:~<;--~ ' ,,, ' 

; ·-:.}~~-:~[~~ 
.. _,·:·----:"'/~ 

···- .• :. ;\1-! 
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15) In view of tho attitude adopted by both the W,P, and tho 
S,W.P. to unity at tho present stage, tho Johnson-Forest Minority 
Will do all in ito .power to place the polioy hero outl1nod boforo 
all part1oa legitimately 1ntcrostod, 

July 5, 1947 

,, ,.., 

,;,a, Johnson 
F, Forest 

For tho Johnson-Forest 1~1nority 

:', 


