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L. .\UTHOR' S SPECW. INlllOD!JCTION TO Tl!E J'.AF.ANESE EDITIOIJ OF 

I!AllXIi'M AliD liREEDOMa 

Tho plunge into freedom b7 the posttar youth of Japan presents 
a challellgo to aey"one 'IIIlo ..,uld write for wch an audience. This author frankly 
admit. th!lt the great pl""uure at thia opportunity 1a not unmi:><Sd with trepida
tion, In a. country .tlere the link of cont!Jr.Uty 1a eo all-onwloping th!lt awn 
discontinuity Bll'D08l's ta be onl:y a form of contiDuity {ao witnes• the initintion 
q£ Uapa.n: a inO.u~irializaiii_on and. !-'mOd.erJlizatioll:: in tiltt last ql.lel"ifer oi the 19th 
century ~ the Xe,ji Restoration). the preoent generation has made ita brosk with 
thfl past oo total that it has, literally, leaped ovar conturie~. 

Under the impact of the post....r labor struggles, tho first genu
ine mase movement of atudente in J'apa.nase h!-story .aa no aooner (1948) bo.rn th&l 
1t fo'IJIId itself chsllengtng ·ooth capitaliBID and COIIIill1llliB!D, :By the ezul of the 
first decade of its e:oiotance, the mass pretests lad by tho ~k!!ren hod in
opirad the. growth of a !raw Left. of me.ey' .,.riad tandenciea. . In contrast to the . 
European li'ew Left 'llhich, cie,.Pite ita rewlaiou. ·against Rueda's crush1ng of the. 
lllmge.riOA Rsoolut1on of 1956, hod b7 now either :found ito ~<ey back to tho .<bm
rnun1nt fold, or joined the pole of •tteatorn• CO.!'italill!l, J'apa.n' a li'ew Loft 1e 
puraui11g ite political differenceo to their ;>hiloao:phlc fo'IJIIdationa. Therein 
lies ito atrODgth, and thereby it hsa lit a beaeon that extezula. far ~o~d ita 
notional :frontier a. It has embolde""d this writer to turn to thia audience >:1 th 
a opecial edition of !!ARXII'M AliD li'REE)lOil 'llhich, from ito :!!Ublication in 1958,' 
hod ao its aim the re-oatablianillg of Merzian philooopey in its or!.g1nal :form, 
deaignated b7 lllirx himself Ra •a thoroughgoill,!; lbturalill!l or !Iuman!. BlD. • 

:rrom ·tho beginning ~.! m;r brosk with Leon Trotek;y o,..r •the 
Rueaian Qu&ation• - durillg the 1!1tler-st:>lin Pact 'IIIlich gave the green light 
to the etart of the Second World 1t1r - ·x bacsme interested in the economiC. de
YeloPDent o:!' Japan, The reader mll find brief references .to this in !21apter XIU 
("Ruaeian State O..pitaliem va, lforkerol lle'Vl>lt") whore I show thst neither the 
rate of economic growth nor "plenoingw, in aJI4 of themaelwa, are &1110-Ua with 
the oxl.atenca of a ..,rkere' state. · On the Mhcle, however, iJ.ARXI!!M AliD FllEilDOM -
a atud;y of our machine age from ita birth in the i:Jduatrial, political aJI4 in
tellectual re'Vl>lutiona in the lata 18th aJI4 early 19th centuries, to tho :l'recdom 
atruggloa of our age o:t Automation and the It-bomb ;._ doala midnly >lith the 
1lb1ted Stateo, Europe, &lid :F.Ilaeia, It roas natural, thersfors, that tho J'aptU~eoe 
llarxl.at-llumanl.ota wuld aak that ~ aubaequent and separate allll.lyd.s of, Mao 
Toe-tung be,Jlubliehed aa a now &ppondix for tho J'apeneee edition. I '"'" glad 
to agree to thio not only because, 1n 111¥ return to J'apa.n (unfortunatol)>, only 
1n thought), I felt at one with a tsndeney in the New Laft 111h1ch oseko onr.a again 
to make H&rxl io ovenilelmi~~g conCilrn with living human bai>l{!a tha centor of to
day' e Mo.r:oism, and thue to overcome Maoi• Mhich obliterates •tt.o aubJoct,• 

At the e~ of the l9SO•o M&o• e reoolutionary abatract1ono could 
no longer cooer 1.1p the r&ality of oweated, m111tarbed, ~aollllliaed labor in 
the ao-OBlled colllllllllleo, :By 196:3 tho fig-leaf of llarxht termtnologf oan no 

3275 

/ 
I 

/ 



\oager ce...,r up the po""r pollUca in the ll!ao-l!oviet conflid. 'rhereb7 ~ 
110n-.!.!\'b!.l!. t:r of eta.t .. capUI!oll• aa ..., O,..w• aoc1a1 -.,. hac been •l1P'IA4o 
"Mao' o 'Pb""Cht• - ao\ ao a poll>l'1dag foroo 01lolT to 0111!' 1llo bege to 'be Sllte}
lect.U:V raped. !lborel!T the re'901G1olllll7 pet~1a 1nhlleotual o~oso 
that 11<1 boaro th<l III!Zk of otl1' atate-c.apltallat age, th<l\, 111 .,a .,.., of po""r• 
he ...,uld rath<lr lOIIIl on eome Sh.ts pow!' Ml4 state HliA t- IIUII3act ~1:1:: tc 
the creath1ty of tho proletariat Bllli the eo>~~puhlon to a unltr of thougllt ani 
practiee >lh1eb alone OAII rolaaca a new hUIIIU1 4hl!lne!.oDo 

. It 1o hare ~t th<l temeno!.ea 'lt\bla "'" apneaa Dew Left have 
broken new ground, J'Dr, in J?l'Obin& ~ into the p!lllo~o foUlUlAt!.one of 
aoc1Rlilllll, the:Y queotioned, how 0:0'1114 the ilwlda of ~be l!ll? Rewlutiono have 
venturod into the PaCific _. bet- tile atomic ~1on of J!:bootlhima BDl. 
weroaki. . 

llistor;r will - a'baol• ~CIA imper!.GU""' for thie ....,.ten, 
1Dhumar., nuclear holocaust, · !leitbar w1U U forget the 4eeeileracv of intel'li8.
Uoxw.l c:<ll!llinm1sm aa tha. bom'h fell Gi1 IU.reo114a& allll !l'sgaso'd, ADgunt 6th ..r..d 
A'!ISUit 9th, 1945. Listen to ,jsat 4arOG call itself M'i!sm"p!.te 011 Auguot a. tha 
4q bet- th<l atomic a:o;ploel.ontl · · 

"!!!he atomio bomb droppe4 on B1roehs.m.. eaca to !w.ve cau.e conald&re.blo da
atl'Uetion, Alller1can ro;orte ""€iS"Ut mtbiag lees than tha u ... p:pearsnce from the 
faCit of·the earth of a to..n of' :3001000 inba'bitants, ~ effect of the 4taeovecy 
1a oonaidare'lile, llavertheleas, the VaUcan'haa been pleaaecl. to di""PFPW of itl 
I~ wa be perml.thd to exprees our aurpr1Bd, because 11hen tha llt.ah .bad tho 
prhilog& of 'lllging total '11!11" ldth a total eruolv the ll'o~ Sea ""'" not equal~ 
i IU11IPiflllt •• 

~ ItaliM Co""""'ht pa~. L'Unitt on AvgUet 10, 19~ 

".rho JIOWS th<lt a.n atomic bomb ""'" dropped by the AmeritJSII Air l'or~o hae . 
mads p e110rmoue impression tluol>&bout the 'Oihole wrl4 aDI. I!Aa bsen reoolvecl oa 
all e!.dsa "'-th a sen•e of panic BDl. '"'rd" of co~Uon, No ehowa, it saoma 
to ueo a eurloua :t>I'J'chological perveraioD ltolld a doctrilla1re obedience tc a form 
of abstract b:uma.nl.tarianilllll .,.,1fo 4o not share the sense. of terror ,Jdch has 
been ozpl'asaood in certain pre a a CIQmmonto bece.uso W8 boar in· miDI. the concrete 
""" wbich we made of the fearful ellgi!lll of deatruct.~on, • , , , 

And fhdlly !!!ho ~ \·lorkar of Grea.11 ~itllb 011 A~ J.ll, the 
~ bofore Ja~ surrendered unco tionalln . . 

"Tbere ""'" no oft!. c1al h!.nt of ""' li!IDCth of delq tbr.t the Ja'OOneee are to 
be allowecl befclre the !ull force of .Allied power - 1no:J.ud1ag the atolll bomb -
is loo aed ap!nat tl:em in a blow i nttlllded to be final. • 

in !)rov141ag as empt;r a aheltur for mind, ae the fall-out ohelto•• 
1e for the b~, Co..Wet atate-CBpitl>liam b ghiag fllll proot of the ,rghti•• 
Mar:. hs4 loag B&C predicted for the 4acolllp<'aition of the cu.p1to.listio qatem. 
!l!hia has neftr been truar than aince '!>'orlcl. War XI elllled with but t,., ~ctora -
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the United states and !lusa1a. - 8!1oh mora degenerate than tbol other, outdo!~' 
aaoh other in mouthing phraeaa of penoo ldlila preparing the 1111Cl.ear bolocaust, 
eaoh etri 'Ving for ...,rld domina.tion, 

!l!ha polyoentri am 1d. thin monoli thi""' baa' chal>ged nothing f\mla
mentally, am, to bal.atioo Xhruahchav'a trouble ~1.~~ liM, thoro h l!'enn9dy': >:loth 
Dee-e.ull::. ltoz- :1 u there; EW;i Mell to t-oll the only ¥tion that has gone t!lr.ough 
11n atomio 'purgntor:r thllt I~ 1a >orang wen he refeX's to the llllited states ae a 
1lpaper tiger. n lror ia Russia one. · 

The fact thllt t!ie proletar18.t 1a """4'med ho.s never stood 1n ita 
~ e.a it opened new atoges of :freedom in humn1 tyl ij, develop~~~ent. SUra~ tho · 
nuclear titans have the po..,.. to doatroy ci'Vilizat~op as "" hllva kno•'l1 it, llut 
the nuclear age is also tl:e epoch for the ~l'llggle ~f ""'"'" minds; !ro sta;r the 
nuclear hllnd by v1nn1ng the minds of man ....:'this ia"the read to hu1llan eur'Vi>al 
and to :freedom. · 

!ro rhe to the challenge of tjle timao requires altogether now 
banners. Marx ..... the first to aee this in all ita breadth alld ds'oth - ... both 
a birth-time of hiato:ey and the realization of P!>ilosOpey-. llacnuae he had put 
the h,.,.j, being in the center of ail hie thoiJghta, he could unite theo:ey and· 
practice, 1daal1om BDd materialism, ai>d, 1marmed, throw the geuntlet do>A to the 
arined bourgao1e1e, l'lhen r.slaid ~ he, a bourgeois intellectual had brokan with 
his class and become a "radical•, he replied that •to be a readicel meo.ns to 
gmap something at ito root. And the highest being for man is man himself, • 
It etill 1a. 

1ha Urgency· that our epooh of necessity imparts to the. Rume.ni8m 
of Marxism Ma brought Marzl S struggles with 'VUlgar materialism am 'VUlgar 
communi,.. 4S wll 4S with private oapitali= and reactionary ld.ealiom out o:!' 
h1eto:ey and of theoey and into the quintessential practioos of the ~.ley'. 

Lenin did not know the l!umeniat Eascya of Marx - they had re
mained in the vaults of the Socord Intorliatiollal until after the Russian Re\'!llu
tion pried them opBD -- bu.t he felt the compulsion to retun; to the philooophip 
foundations of Marxism in Hegel. !he sbock: of betra;rel made it m..mtestl.v 1m
possib1e any longer to consider matters on a' political plane alo:l&, Ilia break, 
indeed, """ mt only with those lil:o betrqed, but w1 th hh own ph11o.Ophig paat. 
His Philosophic Notebooka laid new foundations for future rovalutiona, am per
meated evsrything he """ to >IX'i to :from than until hi a day of death, that 1o to 
aq, :from Imperialism and state a.nd l!oyplutiop. to hie last i.peeeh to the l!uaaian 
Communist Party• a 9th Congress a.nd hia !!!!• llllfortunate~, this rcmlned 4 
dead letter to tho l.faridsta of the ;>oat-Lenin period, Not only """ th1e true of 
those wo, lib s\alin, o,ymbolized tho tranaformahou of the young workers' otate 
into ita opposite, but to those w.~, like ~rotko;r, loot his lifo fighting the 
stalinlat bureaucracy. 

So total hae beeP tho wid in tho Marxist moveme.'1t since ths doath 
of Lonln tho.t one ..,uld th!.llk that Lenin' a t.dmonitlons ag41nat the •at!minietra
tive mantalit;yn of ~rotalo/, a a ~'011 a a Niloola1 :Bukharin' a faUure to "tully 
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in the thooey of eogni tion. 
tivo world, but creates .it. u 

which made r.enin noto: "Practice 
cognition not only roflecto the objeo-

This is the task that confronts our agea bow can the movement ~ 
theorv ment the challenge of the movoment from pz:actice which striven to recon
struct sOciety on tots.lly !lew, truly h'Wiluil beginnings. Tho c:hal.lengo ic not to 
machines, but to men. The comp'Ulls1on for a. imity of theor,; and practice arises 
both from the impUlses to..ard a ne>~ society and a total ;>bUso~. It has now 
enftloped the \~!hole gl.,:,be. 'In Euro"Oe we hs.va v1tneoaed new tragic dece.deo -
from the 1937 Spanish RevolUtion ><bi.Ch so-ught to combine politics >lith economics 
by at once taking over the factories, thro-ugh the i956 l!uJ!ga.rian Rovolution, 
>Jb.ere'1·1orlmrsl Councils, Cl>uncUa of Intellectuals, Cl>unclls of Revolutionacy 
Youth, all so-ught to unite politics, economics .and philosopll;y under a new banner 
of liumanhm ..Uich 't\le n>minmist tota).itarian~ darod call 11llev1s1onimn.• '·.This • 

. seou•ch for a total philosopll;y has disl'losed a new, e. third wrld in the :Post'-,.... 
revoiutiono in Asia, the !.fiddle East, Africa, and Latin Amorica, It is this nsw, 
third Afro-Asian-Latin American ,.,rld, ..mich is at the root both of tha struggle · 
for wrld dominstion beheen Russia and the Unit eel states as well as withia the 
Sino-Soviet orbit ancl within llestern colonialiam e.nd neo...:colonial1mn. And it 1s 
this world ><hich owns the greatest challenge to the intollectuals as well as 
the 'Dl'Oletariat of the most inc\ustrielized land of this third' ~,rld - Japan. ' A 

· · country which coUld, from the' ruins of liiroohima and :llogS.aaki, have such an.aa
toniehing induotriel devsloninent that its rate of i:;rowth nc.w challenges both 
Russia and the United state~, and at th8· same ·time, give birth to a generation 
that hao totally broken with ita pe.at, 1o a country that 18 oure to produce the 
future theoreticians or' gemline Mar:dm - lW'xiet-l!uiDan1.ota. I ll'or ><hst """""t 
be separated from this break was that it ..... not. only a break 'with Japanla capi
talistio am militaristic past, b\lt a refuoal to oubmit to 8.1\Y''SStabl!.ched 
authority, ..nether that be the .American imperialist ·ocCUJlYing :po>~er, .2!. estab
lished Marnsm, that is to saY, the o:dating atate-ce.pitalist societ~es pausing. 
themselves off as 11 socie11at, • lienee the splits in the Zenga!<uren, ·,The gr1>3t 
clamonstrations in 1960 proved all this beyond the peradventure of a. doul>t, A 
theoretici>J. clevelopnent to match tha practical activities of youth !Uid labor 
and women, all atri v1Zig for a new society' 18 on the order of the dt.o>'. ~.,..;ly 
the emergont theoratical de~elopment >Jill accept no substitute ior aamanism-
A country that has experienced atomic eDargy as the A-bomb will Mt submit to 
"scientism•, RBTDlut1ons do 110t arhe 1n the fullness ~! time :!.'or the purpose 
ot estabUehiZJg a :party' nachiner ·wtinoat (party-moZJOlithiom) ie thero to 
throttle the revolution, 110t to release the creativity aa well as the en&rgiea 
of' the mUlions, \!IO.rxism ia eithe:r a tlloory of l1beratlo!l or it is nothi~. In 
thought and in life, it laye the haeio for achieving a ne"' hm•n dimension, "'-th
out ><hicll no new society has viability, !l!lio author feela confident that the 
J .. pe.neae people - ...,rkera &114 rewlutionary intellectuale - have an important 
role to pl!'T in the creative driUII& o:!.' h:.-n liberation, 

--August 6, 1~3 ll.I.U. llll!U.YEVSXA.'U 
Detra·1 t, Jd ch. , USA. 
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