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• MARXISM l.liO Tim NEGRO PROBLJ;!,I 
• :· A Dlsouosion /,rt1cle b7 

F. FOREST 

(!rote: 'lbe following crt1clo was subiti ttod as pra•oonvontlon d1sousa1o 
.t'QF"1:ubl1cntion in the !low Intorn:~tlonal. Because ot lack ot apcco, 
it v1~s never publ1shod, Tho Pol1 ticul Cottr.ti ttoo thoroforo docidod 
that it should ~ppoor in this bulletin, - Editor) 

In his nrtlclo, ller;roea and the Labor Movement, l.n tho March, 
1946 1ssuo of Tho !l•mliitern:ltlonnl, comrade Coolld{lo asks mo to 
explnln V!lmt I mean by tr.o Lenlnlat conception of tho notional 
question "in connection wl th tho struggle ot Negroes in the United 

~~~i~~c~q~~~s~c~~~gi~G~i!~~~l~;i~~l;(~.t~g,r~~i,0~):hc~~ i~~f~~~tcd 
that my understanding of this Loninlst conception ia 11acccpt:~blo 
~o._G_~;-v~y1tea 11 (I'bid). . • · --

Accordir.g to Co:nrade Cooll-dg'), neither Lenin nor Trotsky "had c 
vor'J extensive aoqtr:int'>nco with tho problem" (p,92, co].03) and thero• 
fore 11ror ll!lrxists who have ~ r.oro extensive aequ:~!nt:~nco With tho 
question it is not nocessar'J to know tho views of either Lenin or 

. Trotsky"• (Ibid) For such Marxists among whol:! he evidently !ncludos 
hbsolr as tho author or tho Hot!onal· Comr.:1ttee Re.solutton on tho ·. 
N~sro queotion, o d1souosion c~nr.ot be carried on rru1t1'ully, wx-itcs 
Cc:::rade CoolidGe, 11os c. b:~ttlc of quotations, no.::~otter whot tho 
souroo of tho qu~tot1ono 11 , (Ib1d1 _my O!llphnsls):--Roru Ooolldt;e 
roooi:ca th·J cll:lnx to his tlholo article: · 

"Lenin and Trotsky are our teachers, bUt we <Us honor 
them and ourselves b;r burning incense in tha.tr names. 

.Marxism is. not a _f:~ith once and ror ell dol1vered to. 
tho e~!nts. Out' doctrine and. thoor:y· wore not do
livered to V.:~rx.i l':nglos, Lenin end Trotsky on tales 
ot stone as thoy c a:lr.lunod with some· Je!1ovah on ~Until. • 

Comrade CoolidGe will 1'oi'g1~e me if, in order to deal soriousl7 
with tho Leninint concept of tho nntion:>l question, or which tl:o 
Uogro quost!on ls on lntc.gl•al P.'-'rt, I by-peas his rol1g1.ou3 · 
1rrel1e;losity cg~!not quotot!ons since t·hero 1a no ymy of eluoid!lt:!.ng 
1n:iteod. ~t violet in&, tho L!llrxist ·past on thls. question, W1thcut 
"entering a battle ot quotations" · 

• 
· 1. The Nc,~ro Ci.uestion co ·n National O:uosti"n 

"P:ooperly ape:~ king", proola!nod IJob.a, "thero !s oo l!cgro· 
que~tion outoidc tho lnliol' question""• tt Thia ultrt~•lcft phraseology 

~<Intcrr.~t.!onnl Sooie.list Rcvlc~~.l903;Vol.VJ:,p.lll3. Debs ~?a& not tho 
tlrat to ·p;ooc:J.a.Lm ouci1 ~n n tltu..:o. Bofot•o bis tilno tho Gem.~n Uar:o:lst3 
in "1~ct·1ca evaded the Ncr;ro question by a tat.l.ng th~t tho;; 11erc most 
"cmph: 1:1unlly ut;oinnt boj;h l'lhito end bl:~olc obvor:;". !i'.r=< dioe.ea~<:lntcd 
hi::toolf fro:l thvs o 11!.:c.rx!st3 11 und cs Go:torn! Sooy. of th:~ lot Int"J
nntl.onnl not only cfforod. oritio!!l support to tho llorth in ito st:·,::;:;::.o 
or,oinot tho olove f>outh but was active in arousing Britiah lr.bor 1n 
th!o ouppc.rt• t!to'J~;h thc!r li'lclihood cloponclod upon cotto11 fl•ott tho 
South. 
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""llro prooJ.om coon Wltn r oopeco to o~plt~J.lSt soolot:r ~s o wnolo OlUl 
w1thln tho labor ond revolutlonor:; movo::~cnts 1n :li'll't.loulor0 

T),e Bolahov1ks too, wore not without s0r.1o thooretioinna who ro1lod 
to ecmprchend the complexities of tho r~tlonol quoot1on. ~huo Stalin 
tried to ohe~1 that notional t~pprosolon otor,.r.,.od only i'ra.'!l roudol, not 
bourgeo!g relat!..,na, ond h13nee th-:t 0 1n f...";ler!co national opptooss1on, 
~onorally spe~k1ng, t1nci3 no plcoo." To tills Trotsky rotortod: 

Tho nuthor ccmpletal:r forgets the :>ogro& Indian, l~nnigront. and 
oolon1nl problems 1n tho United States. * 

' --- - - . - -··-~ 
liote trot the'~!ogro,Indlan, 1m::u~ant _;>nd_o_olon1ol probler.IS~ ore 

gt'OUpod tocother OS man1festotton·s or notional opproooton. Trof.sk:; 
thouGht thct tho "'l.'lericon !J!lrxl.;ts were too e<~stly s::t1s1'lod with 
abstrnct deductions regc.rdlng the Nec;ro problol:l, '1'hO Nogro, thoy 
sa1d, hcd no nnt1onal ou;t c:tz, culture or avon religion outside of the 
Amortccn culture and religion o.nd"hanoO'the Nogroes are not a not!nn~l 
but a rcolal minority. If ovon tho N0 gro 1s called a racial ~1r.~rlty~ 
wh~t d!fforenoe docs this l.'loke to the basic anolysia and the principle 
along 11hich tho N<>gt'o questlops sl:>o.uld bo constructed? 

. Trotslcy considered th~t tho Austrian Social De~:tooraoy mdo en 
•abstract" d1stlnct1on between notions nnd national nt1nor1tios. Ho 
drew a porallel bot;weon its ~bstroctlon, thct notional minorities are 
not notions, ·an!! the ''"'oriccn Trots>:;i1at conception that because t!w 

. Negroes r~era not a n•. tlon, ''therefore tho Negro Quos t1on did not belong 
.as p:~rt of the National Questl_on: 

"Nations cr.o"' ·out or tho roo1cl 1:1ator1al under der.o 
1n1te oond! tiono ••• l'ie do not obligato tho Ilogroes 
to boco:te o nationl if the:; oro, then, thot 1a a 
q uostion of their c:onsdlousnoss 1 thet.ls, what they 
desil's !.lnd tl".ey atr!ve .fol' .... rr. cn;r c~3o, suppresdon 

,of the Uegroes p,ushea thm:1 toward a political 17nd . 
national unity. 1 ('l'rotslty-1 Intomnl Bulletin, #121 
CLA (0) i\Prl.l 1 1933) . . 

And i'n 1938, after ho hod beoo1:1e turther coqua!nted with ·t~(l 
!!ogro problem, ho addo<1: 11I boliove th~t tho dtrrorcncos between 
tho Est Indies, Pol~nd end thO sltUt.\tlon or the llogroos ln. tho Stotos, 
ore not so deo1sl vo .• · . . 

The whole crux or the quc:~t1on lies here~ Ho llho 1s ovor~ 
r.hel:ted by hill own e),\tens!ve kno,·;lcdgo of tho NeGro q""stlon r.t:>y 
think th••t Trotsky's lgnor~nad' or the Negro question vma so pro1'ou!1d 
th!lt he thcucht the Negroes wore a n~t1on l11ce tho Pol!sh, end it ts 
this Vlhlch prc:~ptcd hll.'l to soy th~t tho d1l!1'orences botwoen tho!:! n1•o 
11 not so dco1s1V<l 11

• But ho ~lhO l:no~1:1 thnt what is involved hero 1. not 
a look of 11relevnnt f~ots 11 but a r.:cthod of ::~rr.ro<~ch ·:1111.11:->.'!ledlnt.:c;; 
son•c tl!-3 prlnc1plo l:IVolvcd: tho L0nlnlot concopt of tho National 
Quootlon, Tlhioh includoo tho Negro Quo$t ton. 

L~ninlo Th·'H'll on tha !!:>t!<>r:nl ond C!'lon!!!l Q'Joot!on, !!h!ch l'!no 

t~-!i1st~l'Y of tl:!: Rusn1on R~volutlon, Vol. III, pp 0 li2-3 
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adopted b:V tho Second Congros~ or tho Cotu>Unlst Intornotional, WaD 
essontiolly o ~tatornent of principles. lt eJ>bracos tho Marxist 
policy on the qu~s t1on of no tlono and n:ticnol n1nor1 tics as well as 
colonicl and wh~t Lantn called 11 f1n~noi~llY dependant and weak 
nationalltlos 11 , Tho Thcsn3 s1nglo out two nations as illustrative or 
the t;rpe of nat lon:l opr.:>cssion th~t evolco m~ss movements ot re•istonoc. 
These n~tions t':.l1U Irclnnd and t:K: lfut;~oos ln i.mor1cn. Thi:: rc!'orcnco 
to tho l!o;;roeo as a 11n!lt1on 11 gonol·~lly oolls forth su.perlol' smirks 
ar::ong /.,r.,or1con M~rxlsts who hove s tuded the llatic-nol question in 
general ~nd the »esro questio~ in p=rticulor a gooddoal los• seriously 
th~n hod Lenln.MCornradc Coolidge points to thl~ plooo, and asks no 
Ylhcther I consicl<,r tho !10 grocsto be a n~tlon, llo, I do not, but that 
is not tho question, Tt.o issue ot stcko 1• the prlnci~lo by which 
Len!.n clonrly dornorcctod tho nc.tionr.l quostlon fro::t t.:o gonorr.l class 
struggle and thequestion or the proletarian revolution. ~0 think .. 
th~t Lenin and Trotsky bollo·Jod th~t the "nericr.n ile;;roos were a 
nctlon in the sense that the Ir1oh or Poli~h wore n nation is net 
merely to accuse thorn of gross and ~~lgcr 1gnoranoo, but it lo to fly 
ln th~ r~co or tho tl~te:'inl .'11!1iah ulciots, as well as bo ignorc.nt 01' 

. the fact ',;h~t, ap•,rt 1'l•o1n tho Ruvolut1an'lr1 VIer, n·o section of 
A,.,eric~h history 1s ns falnilinr to Europeans as the importation of 
Negroos and the Civil ~lor. · 

It is the pr.rtlculcr oourso of dovolcl%\Ont of the notion in a 
ccuntr;r 11ko tho UnitodSt.ot~s thnt· lands hlstorioal credence to tho 
typo of ultt'a-lei't phrnseolci;;y behind wl1ich lurlcs national agoisn. 
For whereas tho nction:>l rninoritl.os of "'uropo foUGht for indopondooo 
fro=: tho l:'!roer ::c:iot:r (1'rc:.1 tho T::!lrl:::t or J.~.u~tno-IIungc.ri:ln E::lpi!"·es) 
the no tlcin<ll mlnorl t1ea thr.t cc::.o to this countr:r fOU!;ht ror integra- · 
tlon within the lo.rger sooioty. They ~:~oro or loris suoooodoci. The 
exception is the Jlegro• lrhy? Surely, ·it hn't tho N9gro1 s doing; 
he only ~o:~nts his asslmllr.tion nccoptod, ·l/0 sco that here 1s a oompk 
pol:tern that onnnot be solved by obstr:~ct oritoria as to what cons tiN 
tl.tls a nntion • 

. 1:uch has beo·n written of tho so~,cmoss of tho llogro end laerloon 
oul turo in order to prove trot tho Negroes oro !l n, t1on, · But what· 
theoa m:•1 ters have f:~lled to show ta, wey then does thoro novertholess 
exist a l!egro problct~. Th:~t 1s tho nub of t~ mnttor, ThO sa.::~oness 
of the ll<lt;I'O and n::>er1cnn culture does. not explain this. :i1J1e 
explan~tio1,\ Uos 1n .tho ~r·F;l'n££, of tt.e 110gro .fran tho '/.::Jorican 
culture, •he persistence· ol~ oivorgence ~nd· its 3~rpnoca 1s 
what J..o~1n ::nd Trotsky saw in thoi:r approach to tho llogro prbleu. 

Tho oontrad!cticn bet"leen tho am·•intogrntion--nnd tho 1'oal1ty·-
"' segrocc,tlon--cor:not but ovol:o nn org!lnizod mass oxprooaior.o •ho 

hl::tory of' it.'.::t!;;l'l~!)(: GrOUpn in i.,noZ:lOn DhOWU thG rn1nott1ty bl"OUpS tl"'Jlt 
have Jcuc:ht l.nt;:;!'al:ion into "r.:orican nooiot:r organi~ocl thor.:<Jlvca 
i'irot pol1t1c<oll•· on c no.t1onal bnsin. Lonin :.nv1 and uncl•Jr:tood thi3 
road th~t thu r.:"sa Jr,ovoncnt of oppreaaod 6l'OUps tc.kos • That is why 
ho 1ncl'.:'.to>l! th~ .".:,.;ro us p~ rt of tho tlo t1onn l quo>ntion, Trotol::r, 
k:.o·;:1r:::; t!:"t t1>} ::~cro qu'lntio~ la p~rt of tho lt<Jtion'll quost!on, 
fonrod th~t wo nr3 not ~lll;r u1·1~ro or tho omrootor ot thoso atruG~lo• 
and tb•,t thor~!'cro ov~nts would take us by sux•priao. 'l'h.ot io 
not juat a thnorot1ot-l but a prootlcnl question o:m be uoon in n~r.:r 
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rooor.t instances, such as the Detroit ond Hnrler.1 riots, Nolthor is 
tho Hocro problem a moro labor problon. 'l'hO coat atr1k1ng e:xncple 
of th~t 1a tho Te:xos pri~:~..~rios • 

Lonln wasn't plnytng with Vlords--he wns dealine; Vlith the 
notuol1t1oa of tho strug:;le of porsoouted minorities, That is Vlh:11 
though ho oly;aya fought against tho oonsiderot1on or Jo11s as o 
notion, ho nevortheless 1 !n h!9 Prol1mlnnry Thesis on tho national 
~C3tlon 4t ho Cited tl:o JoV/9 in Jiland CIS ~n CXCitlplo Of tno prO~iCr.tS o bo dZ~lt with undor tho National question, In another instance-
in o ba~io ortlolo on that quostion**ho referred to tho i~igranr. 
\'/Orl<ors 1n '-1:1~r1oa os an "oppressed nat1on 11 \ To have to repeat such 
/Jl0 1 a as the tact that Lenin used the •tord, 11notior. 11

1 *** in its 
bor~d sonso or notion, n::>tional. r.11nority, colonial rnajori ty- r.lO'J 
h~ vo ac::o oduo~ tiona 1 value, but it 1S education on a very lo11 level. 

In hls very n~orcus polCr.lics on tho Nntional question, and 
og~in ln his 'l'hosoa, L8 nin cr.:pl:~sizcd thc.t :oncroto historical 
situ~tlons, no~ ~oatrr.ot ccnsidorat1ons, ro~od tho·rocal point or 
thoorif r.nd :lOtion. on tho N,:tL•n:~J. ~ucstion. Tho decisive thing was 
the t /,11. national opprnssion cc.l:i~ forth resistance of tho 
bDcad l~~s :309 ot pooplo. n -~::-~** . 

Tho N.o. Rosolutl.on SCOr.tS to doom in sufficient· r.lcroly to state 
that 11~ho Wo:okors Party will not be ind.'<ffcrent to the t1il! toney 
of the· llcgro 1n his o·:~n boh.~lr, noith~r •·:tll it do;;igrato his hcrdac.' 
IP .10, Col.2) It ia not o question oi: ..!onlgroting tho hcro1sr.1 of 
the Negro. I~ is a quost!on of rococnizing tho vnl1d1ty of tho 
movmonot, ~ecl1z1ng that ob.1cot1vel·:v .!,ndopond,,nt cess mo~o1:10nt · 
ur•d<>l•::tlnes tue oapi tulist systor••. 

·It wos ~rotslcy''a ooritontion tlr.t .lf Vlo understood 'tho roason· 
for Garvoyts ·111aas lf!ollovt1ng, wo would llavo tho onsvtor to tba N(lgro 
probler.t· !n J.morion; To this dey rovolut!on!sts i'a!l to cstll:!ato 
'the s!gnit1conoo of tha rnover.lcnt. They onl:r look nt Garvey tho faker 
ond not :::t tl1e t'IOss novonent of revolt. " study- of tho Garvey 
mover.1ont 1s outs ida tile soopo of' this artlalo, btit 1 t. i~ icport!lnt . 
to .!'ocus ·attontion on how ·Trotsky- t:loant to apply we oi' tho rnaln 
lessons ho drow from it. Reoognizlng tl"l:l t tho egrets -spodifio · 

4t Of. Solectod llorks, Vol.X, p. 231 
-ll*f, C;,t·ic!l turo or' l.inrxlnf.t, Ooliootod Wor!<s 1 V·~l.XIX 
IHB!J,t th" Second Congress of tho Oornrnun1,tt Intar_nationol 1 whe!'o the 
Theses on the U:~tion'-'1 Q.ucotlon "oro d1acussod, all dologates, in-

. eluding tho ;.morlo:~n roprcsont~tlvos, John Reed and L, Frnina, used·· 
tho vtord, 11nnt1on 11 , 11pooplo 11 , 11roco" intorchungc~bl:r, bocr.use rth!\t 
vt!lS atst~!-:e vms nC~t n wo:rd hut. n O':'ncopta (Of"o St.cno;:-r~nh1o Ro-oort 
of tho 2nd CI Concx•aus, PP• luJ.•<o o~p. 1 Russian/ -

**~·<!Collc:;cted llorku 1 Vol. XIX, 
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0pproas1on would evoke o bread mass movement, Trotsk7 atatod that, 
should such o bro~d ~,ss Negro orgnnlzation desire to oloot lts own 
oandldotos •vhor.t they put up on a copitallst p rty tlck<>t, tho 
revolutionists must novortholoss withdraw their o11n cnndid!lto 1n 
tavor ot the N0gro cnndldoto. Such a radienl departure from tho 
revolutionary advice tor tho proletariat ln general to vote only for 
independent ;·:ork1ng ola.ss O!lnd.tdr:tas -could 11:1vc been suggested. en 
only one ground: Trotsky considered tho Nogro question as p: rt of 
the llatlonol quootlon, os lndood ho repootodly atuted. Tho national 
and colonial movement 1s tho only instr.nco whoro revolutionists 
oondltior.ally support bourgeoiS port;,r tickets bocauso hero soorni'1B. 
chauvinism 1s ronlly tho oxorcssion of revolt. 

This is what John Rood, whose concept or tho N0 gro question as 
on integral pert o£ tho proletarian quos tlon porctllolod our llot1onnl 
CoMm1ttso Rosolu~!on on the quootion, could not undoratr.nd, Neither 
d1d !!DY ono <>'-~" ln tho Cor.L"1Unlst MOVl:lont in tho U,S. Thot is why 
tho The•eo ~6molr.vd o dead lottor, un~il two ycora lotor whon tho 
:Fourth t'oc r;.:-~s" o:~co again took th<l question ">'• J,t that Cc.ngross, 
Claude !i::l~uy oor.\?:.:.o.!.nod thnt 

"Tho reformist borugooisio hnvo boon carrying on a 
battle ~galnst d!sorln1notlon ond rocial prejudice 
in i.mo,•lc~, Tho S0c1~llsts ond Cotnunists h:wo . 
fought v~ry shy o'.' it bocnusc thoro is a grant 
olotlont .of prejudice r.~:ong tho Soc1al1sts· and 
Ccmr.lUnl.ots of ••rncrioo,n * · . 

. 1. llogro c~=isslon was .thon oloctod end tho CI lns truotod tho 
Col!'.m' .. m1sts to appl;y"tho Theses of tho Sooond Congress·, adding: 

"Tho Fourth Congress rooognlzos tho ncccssi ty of. 
support!ng every fom · ot Negro r1overncnt 11l!ich tends 
to und..,rr.iino or vtcnkon cap!,;ii'ilsi:l-or iii'por1nl1sr.t or · 
to impede ita further ponotr,•.tion,"** . 

!.s wo seo ,. there is a continuity or Marxist doctrine. on tho 
Negro question, which tho IIC ilosolution is vlolnting.ll Tho fact toot 
the t'rn.nors or thc:so Theses i:!oy not mvo ·hod "oxtcnsi vo" knowlode;o 
of tho ;J"gro protlom should connote tho nood tor on extension, 
dovolop~ont £!:. precise rovlsiori"of tl'.e provlou~ thoor.loo advnn'ood by 
~brxl~to O!i th3.~ question. It Comrodll aoolidgo considers o t•ovlslon 
necos'sar:r, why 'dcosn•t ho stato so bol.dly instead of coverinG hino.::lf 
up wlth r. fl{!le~f of on allcsntlon thnt ne!l;hor L,nln nor Trotnky 
"h~d :>n cxtonolvo acquoint:~nce with tho p-obla.~11 ? 1'/hy not boldly 
;tat~ tl~t tho b~G1o thco!o or Trotsky noedu to Co revi3od, lnntacd 
of cla lning to ~ "with ra:~ny of tro views oxproosod by Trotsky 
en tho quo:tion11 (P,92, Col.3)? In sup!Jort of those 11o:~ny11 

v1o11s 
ho agrees wltlt, Cnl:'.l'!ldo Coolit!,':iO c ltcs '' s lm;lo c:uotot ion 1'ron 
'l'rotoky. Repetition tf th!lt ono quot::~tloncioes not couso lt to 
fructH;•, Troto!t;r modo tho stntemtn ln 1922. In 193:; Cct~rodc 
Sh"ctht::~n trlod to uoo trot ztater.~ont in support of hls oontont1on 

w FouPt.h Cun;,;r~~: of tl"'.c C .I., l.'brld£icd. Report, p. 250 
*~>Ra:~olutlono .& Theses of tho Fourth ConBJ'oss, p.as 
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that tho !lagro ~uost1on 1s not a notional question. Comrade rrotslq' 
then co:n~eollod: 

"I base myself only upon the arguments brought 
forw:~rd b:; tho ''ncrican conr~dos, !\find then 
insutfic1ont and cone!dor thor:: ~ eor~aln ooncoss1on 
to the point of vieiV of ·~orlean ohnuvlnis:t 1 which 
seems to r::o to bo dangerous=. (Intorool Bulletin, 1933) 

Following that discussion Comrade Trotslq'1'urthor studied the 
Negro qu.ost1on and finally in 1938 eonc!letlzod tho general stotomont 
into a series of pl'octical proposals, loren 'l:E3" mo6r~ont thoso 
conv.:>rsations bot11ccn Trotsky ~nd Johnson nppoorod, Coall.d,::o hos 
con~istently four-ht a,::alnst them. In all f:llrnoss to on aduc:~tion:ll 
d!scus"ion tf~t Uor::rauu ~ocl(~go is SO anXiOUS to SOD conduc~od1 
oughtn't Coolld;o to havo round sp:oo aomowhoro to enlighten co!:1I'ade3 
on this point? 

2, rho CJDSS Stru~~lo nnd tha oual Movement 

c~~rado Coolidge puts sroat ~phas1s on tho ollogat1on that I 
o1sq uote him. /,t tho end of r~oro thnn a pcgo or the III,. devoted to 
var~at!O"iS Oll tt.o thc:::o Of :oisquotat1ons 1 tho Ch.1rge, OonCrotoly, 
turns out to bo th:'t in t":lo 1nstanoos I capital1zel! the Vloril 11 tho0

1 

which sho~ not. hnvo boon. s~ capltali~ad since in ono oaso it was 
po cocded by the word, 11oonocquontly11 , r.nd in tho othor coso, by tho 
phross

1 
"In view of those con31dorctions 11

• Being cwnro of tho 
emptiness of the charge, Coolidge hurries to .odd an "oven 1f11

: 

"Evon if F ,F, had not garbled. tho. (!Uotation. toxtunlly, 
its content woul.d havo boon d1s.tortod bS" her mnnor or 
quoting. Context had no meaning ror Forest".• (P,901 
~l~) .. . . . 

}!
0
w let Us look at this oontoxt which 11l1:>d no· r::aor,!ng11 for 1:1e 1 

thouzh 1t conc.orned nothing less than tho :onin strntogoj of tho , 
w

0
rkors Party 1n tho strugr,lo for. denocrc tlc rights for. Nol'.roos. 

I contended: (1) that 1f our first oiJ:I in ontorins tho l1!,gro 
orgcanizotion was not so J:IUCh to 1"ight with thor.t as to cro!.lte o . 
class rupture botr~oon tho Ncr;ro prolotcricn and tho petty-bourgoo1s 
londcrsrdp, then thnt was oqulvolont to declaring war upon these 
org:>nlz:ltlon3L (2) ·that tho espousal thnt ~ho loodct'shlp of th.es·o 
Negro ort;anizat1ons bo roplccod v1l.th one "supplied i'ron· tho trtldo 
unions cr the Worl<zrs P~rty" (;p.90 1 ool. 2)noant, in-ofroct, tho 
olevo.ticn of tho trade unions to an oqu:1l status w1 th tho I:'OVolution
ory J,;~rxict pnrt:ll" and (S) that Cct:11'ad~. (;oolldgo ls botrayod into this 
false posit!on by tho motivo Vlhich drives hiJ:I :;11. throu[;h the Rosoluti' 
to wipa a1·:~.y an;· oignificcncc th::t can bo attached to tho independent 
N0 gro 3tru:;leo. 

i,lthoush orally Co1orndo lloolldgo has dono so oost voo11'orously, 
lie doos not in tt.in r.rtiolo ans'o'mr tho first chn!•ge. He don1os tho 
sooont.l ehr.rgo 

1 
c:.\:ll<>nt;l.n;; :::o 11 to pl•oduoo tho s:oollost bit of 

avi:l.;::~o· to n•1rr.~~~ 1:.:1' statoncnt11 (p,92, col.2). In ordor to get 
to th:• n·.:.'.l of ti· .. J qu..,"tion, I shall gloss over his "ror(;cti'ullnass"' 
of tho lnstoncos I cit~ to substantiate rny cll!'rga 1n tho ool111:m 
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and a !ulf dovotod to that ono point,· (p.l2oj llnd o::::m1na h1e dcn!.cl. 
To provo his point .thct tr.o NO resolution lo well oworo ot tho 
dlntlnctlon 'bot>~oon o trodo union and o !.!ar.JC!:it pai'ty, ho goos into 
an abstrnct cxplan~tlon of tho urgent ncod of o political solution 
of 1aboi'Is problona, and thon, Ylhon returning to the conci'oto 
~uostion of tho Nogi'o problon and tho ti'odo unions, writos; that 
'tho liorkers Forty is fully conscious or tho toot 011d understands 
cloorly that •unionization• will not solvo tho Nogi'o pro'blan anl core 
than •unionizution• 11ill solvo tho problon of tho whlto \'loi'kei'. 
(F.\10 1 Col.2, c;r onphasis, F.F.) 

Though COJ::l'Odo Coolidtlo torr.~t~lly !(}looks of o special No~o 
problor.11 ho 1n l'Oality docs ovor;rthlng to oi'nso thG distinction 
botwoon tho lnboi' pl'oblcn ln gonorol ond thG Nogro /?roblom in 
poi'ticulor. In tho ol'lglno.l resolution ho wrote: Tho difficulties 
focod by white· woi'kers are at botton 1dont1ool li1th thoso 1'aood by 
Negro woi'ltcrs and all workers" (p.li, Col.l, ny aaphasls). If by 
11 bottorJ" is !l'.oont the fact thnt. aopitoliso is the e,;ploiter of the 
pl'olotariat os a whole, thoro needs no ghost i'I'OT.l the gl'avo to tell us 
!:l>~t. It 11at 'botto::t11 is tin attenpt to ei'ose the distinction between 
tile dual op;:I'osdon of tho l<ogro as a 11orkcr ~ os a lfegro, then that, 
in css~n(le, is no d.lfforont i'rcm tho Soc1al•Domooi'nt1o OI' Debsinn . 
concoptlcn that thol'o 1s no special Negi'o problem outside .or tho 
genei'al labor pl'obloo. Oool1dgo doolnins ngoinst that, but his 
whole resolution stons prccisoly 1'rca a·siollai' oonaept!on. 

Conrade Coolid~o vchoncntly don1o9 oy thii'd ohai'go thot ho hos 
been beti'i;red into a !'also position 'by the not1vo which· terce:. him 
to look down upon independent sti'ugglos of tho !logi'o nossos • He 
writes that 1t is not th!:t tho llorkoi's Pai'ty 11d1SI'egords any 
struggle car%'1od on by llcgrocs" but that tho li.p. 11d1roots that 
sti'u~;glo int·o tho laboi' movononi: (tr-odo union end pol!tiaal)" ••• s!noe 
it roalizos thot the d0r.1ocratio rights the Negi'oos aro sti'uggllng 
for 11oannot bo aoqu!I'cd outside. tho gonci'cl olasa atrugglo 11 • · 
(p 91 Col 3) . · · · · .. · . , . . .. ·, 

. Is any cloaroi' dononsti'ation needed, I ask , of: this not1vo 
which drives nin to underost1coto the value· o£ tr.o .independent 
~ti'ugglos or tho Negro ~ssos and tho· desire to dissolve thoso 
sti'ugglos into tho gonoi'ol class ati'uggle1 

That is why Ot\!:lrU..!a CoolidGe' e roi"e'ronce to tho dual 9ppress! on 
or tho llcgl'o is devoid ot any duol moveoant. Thou~h he says II~:~ 
n "n1ll!o:t11 twos oorroot ln saying that tho noro the Nogro is 
intogi':>tod into tho tl'ndo unions tho more ho resents his sogi'ogat1on 
outsido, Coolidge asl'.ll facetiously: "rihat is 1t (tho dual oovonont) 
ovor agdnat or pal'allol to1 11 (P.OO, Ool3) I11 it oi' ·1s lt not tr-.to 
thai: tho 0ti'On!;ost outpost or the !li_,cp 19 !X' ocisoly whoi'o the ll<'tll'O 
1s nost unlonizod: 00troit1 /,t ·the vor-y t1mo thot ho joins tho tl't\Cie 
unlcn, hrJ als·~ jolns a Negi'o org:m1zat1o·n. In tho VOI''f plnoo 11hoi'o 
hb 1s t.:oot-rn't'<>:rr~t.cd into ore;nn!!lcd labor, h1s oxclua!on f:cn tho 
dor.tccr,.t1c r!gil~s .outside the union 11fomonts 11 thoz:lo~ quoted 
frcm Cc.r.trr.do Johr.Jon•o Resolution appl'ovinr,ly tmt thia dual novor.1ont 
in tho key to tho !.l!ll'X 1st analysis of tho N06J'O p1•oblon 1n .. o<>rica • 
To Cool1dga this 11l.iorx!st analys1811 (Tho quotnti·Jn !.ll\rks ai'o 
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gratuitously suppl1od by Co~~.do Cool1dco·to donoto his aarcnan ot 
what I rotor to os tho t!nr;~ist analysis: Cot:U'Odo Johnoonls 
Resolution on tho llogro Quootion) !s 1111ko tho !ncnntnt!oras or a 
pr!oit!vo S!bor!on sh:trtann {:!'.90, Col,3j booausG it !a not gu!.dod 
by 11 tho rol•wan!: tocts 11 • "Tho 11 rolovr.nt fnots

11
, he lntoms no, 

are th~o-rr~...-:r~s an oxtr:-.Gun1on nita 1r nnd probably 
tomontod b;r antt-union olononts such tiS tho Y.KK

11
• (p.911 Col.l) 

Nov/ lot 1:10 ask C()l:lrado C.ooll!-dgo: Old tho KKK also r01:1ont the 
Harlon do1:1onstrntlon? Did tho lC\K urgo tho Nogr~os ln Florida to 
protoot t!1olr ri;;ht to baz];ot tilth guns in their mnds? Did tho Y.KK 
foment tho oovo::tont ln Tonnossoo whore tho llogroos dooldod. not tc.. 
run whon attacJ.:od but to dorvnd thOI:lsolvo~ Wll:h shotguns? l'lhat 1s 
:a.t that so bl.l.nc\9 Coolidge tc t;:o no<l olot:1.:>nt in tho ll~gro del:l!lnstra
tlons in tho pt•st tlow years? \"lhy 1s it that l.n po!nt1n11 out ':;hat 
•ootrel.t is not unique. There h.·wo boon l:l:>ny riots in tho U.s. 
during tho paO"t 25 ycora sil:llbr to tho Doti'oit riot", (Po 91, Col.l) 
docsn•t ho sao tr.at tho su;:>prossod rosc·ntnont or tho llogroon in tho 
South, oncu Lt "broc.thod tho cc-:.lJ;><ro'clvoly free nir of tho North, 
burst forth ln\i.o tho Gci1VCY novo!.mnt? ~'h:r doasn 1t ho nee th~t the 
indcpcndont r.!t\53 <lOVCt:lcnt or tho llogroOS Wlll O(,l1in bO l:liSlOd by 
such t~l<ors ns Gnrvcy so lon" as rovolutlonis!:s, falling to recognize 

. its objeotivo validity, :>ct as b;rstnndors 1nstocd of: participants in 
.1. this novot:~ont~ -

I hod written that bont:.lll!O ho !nils to see tho objoctlvo novo~:~ont ·1, 
of history CoDrcC.o Coolidge !'::1lls into c • . subjectivist approach and ~· 
booauao ho :ralleinto this subjootivlat :.a pr4'vuch ho has onl;; vaguo 
phralaos a bout thoth!las:-ro' sthrcviol~tllonl·:r:r n poHtont1nl1lty1 V1ht1~t1nh1 1 I 
roo l.ty bln::~ing oo or o r .. o us ono o oonp n ns ,.. t s ~ 1· 
11 qul. to a strain on ot!o's p::: ticinco'1 ,(1' .91 1 Co.l, 3) proooods to quote : 
i'ror.• tho .Resolution on whnt 11 t1 vest rosoi•Voir of"potontiol ~ov- ·. 
olutlonary rmnpowor" tho llocroos oons tl tuto, O!id nsk3 rlo Y!horo con I 
cite any instance whoro tho Resolution blOI:lCS tho :tl 0~o working 
class for lts dol\lsio.n. i.lthough nnny quotations c·ould be round 

. to provo· this attitude .of blnno,* -lt is not thoso thnt oro 1nportcnt 
to tho ccao. · Rnthor lt ls tho r.nnnor in 1'1h1ch he v1ritos .history. 
I sh:~J.l. ni to but ono oxanplo. CO!:U'<~do Clool1dj;o wr1 tos tho t afte1•. 
etnrtl.tei·p~t ion: 

~<Cr., for .lXamplo Cocl1dgo 1 s Rosolut1on, PolO, Col.2: ft,.lrcady 
thol'o h~n bo<>n toe r.IUOh in11froronoo on tho prt Clr tho Negroes in 
tho n:~ttor or lo!tdln.; nnd pushlnG wh1to workora lnto nation 1n 
bohnl r of tho Jlot;roe n "• ;· 
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thiS error 1s not modo bohlduso Cool1dGo is 11un~oqua1ntod• with tho toot 
It ts rna® booauso ho is-u\'lablo to sea it wl.th oyoa glued on tho . 
d1alootio novono!lt t>f history. In~to<:d ho soos it as a sor1os of · 
"untomu•d ovents 11 

1 
cul.ttin:1t1ng in tbo botrayQl ot tho Negroes and 

hovlilg hin 11oss1gnod tho spoc1cl i'llnotlon of o le.bol' l'osorvo• for tho 
·aako of tho benefits to be norruod rro~ conquest ot the 118ou~horn 
norkct''. (Po7, Sl l!ow, anyone having tho slightest acqull1ntanoo 
with tho ob.lect!vo 1 not tho sub.1oct1_vo, pn ttorn of •.norJ.onn history 
knO'IS thn£ so sh::rp 110ro tho s~cl"l rol~tlons bot>7oon capital and lnbcr 

tho liorthern bourgoolslo decided upon tho of tho 
"Sou•bhorn n~rkot"*for the oako of~ fi·~~~~~~~~ffiiii~~W:.~~ 

t indus t:r''~"' t 

~nt l'lbor <HI 
o vms cond1tloncd and dovolopod. 

CaPl taltsn, not oapi tnlis::t in go nora 1 but ''lllerloan cap! tr(lisn as 
it expnnded, of necessity sh•,rC~ono_d the b<>sio contradictions ot the 
historic environ::10nt in l'lhich it fil'nctions. It is c:>pitnlisn tied to 
the cotton plo.nt~tl.ons. Had lndustr1allzot1on engulfed tho South 
as lt ho.d tl:'-.e 110rth, h~d 1 t dl9l.ntegro.ted tho bleak peoso.ntry o.s 
oo.plt<llisn lmd 1n E-o.~ropo when lt dJ:•avo tho peasants !rom the land, 
had it :t'ully pl'aletarlanlzod tho llogro, r1o would h!lve no special 
Negro problon, but only e general labor problon. 

So archalo a system os cottcn oulturo 1n so advcncod·a.country 
as 20th oentuz~ ·~orlca can koop frao oollopsinG only through such 
despotic sooiol rehtions and tot~llto.rlun politlos·o.s exists ln the 
South. JJIY t'roodom of l!lOVE)J:IOnt 'thot tho J:ocro night got would 
topple tho whole lntrionta structuro of ootton culture with its 
sem-:fcudnl rolntionshlps which r.ro olrond;r l:llloh arrgr<>votod b:r the 
tronondous industr~ollzo.tlon of the Nogro both in tho North and in 
tho South. It is .this' which o:;p lc.ins tho ·unnatural migllt of tho 
Southern Sana tors, 'It VIas this vlhioh tl!ldo Trotsky conclude th!lt tho· 
N

0
groos could novor uohlova thoil' do::~oorntl.o rights under onpitallsm, 

that tho novor.1ont for those rights would uudol'Cllilo o"p1tsl1szn, 11nd 
that 1t 1mo tt>~ro:t'aro up ~o us ·not onl:r to see t.~o objootlvo validity 
or t;heserover.>ants but: to stlmultcte and even inlti~:lte these omave~. 
manta. !t.~t !s Ylhy Johnson 1.s R-:lst'lutlou, whtch .1s in the·trua 
:r.turxtst t!'adtion, s~tisried itsol.f not with general phrases about tho 
revolutl~nary potential! ty of .the lie ;;roes, but concretely speol:t'iell: · 

n'rhe pill'ty brings .. ::rx!sr:: to tho NeGroes .by- emplias1z1ng 
to thor., th~t t)!o enano1:;~.t1on of the Ylarklng aloss nust be 
tho Vlork of tho workln~ clnsn itself. It o:1phas1zoa to 
the Ir

0
r,rocs th'lt J:agru tl:l.~ncip:: tion o!lnnot taka place 

wi tho'..lt tho vie;orbuo una solt•soor1flo1n$ stl'u:;r,la or 
the Naf:roos thoMsolvos, · It sMrply c.ond~mns thr:t 
distortiorl or LtarxlDt truth vthioh states or JJ:tpl1os that 

4<For o ~mont about tho grout lo!lo tho ono'l'lrico of' tho Southern 
heme ),!".rl~Ot mo~M to thls day, or. nOt>ort on Eaonc::olo llond1t1cns or 
tho Snuth, proporeci for tho l'rosl clont bi tho ih,ttond ~aor&onc;: 
Councf.~ 
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tho Negroes b7 their independent strugeloa oonnot 
go I; to first b::\so wl tlmut tho londership ot 
organized lebor". (P.l71 Col.2) .· .... 

J.nd again: 
·:· 

"such 1s tho proletarian coapos1tlon. of ths Negro 
people, 30 hostllo oro tho:r to tho e:xlstlng soulnl 
order beo~uso of th:l S'OCOl,·.l do,:;rndot1on to which 
lt •ub~oots tEoa, thcit ~1o politlocl orgonlzot~ 
wF.l.oh .cno11s how to utlllzo tho1r prooocu~~tion with 
their denocrnt1c rlghto c&n tind runplo ways and 
no:n s for cnrr;r1ng th:>t aoc1alist111 pl:'Op!!gondtl which 
must ol>~oys bo the oll.tl:::x of revolutionary of:t:ort, por
t1culorly 1n this period". (P.l9, Col.l) 

It is bocnuse Comrade Coolidge docs not knon bon to utilize 
this preoccupation with dol:loorut1c r·ights for thO purposes of the 
coming proolcta>•ion rovoltu1on that ho roars thooo ·organlZGtions 
os on I.Jnpodir.tent ln the v1uy of tho socl!>l revolution nnd coilaldora · 
the dor.toorotic s truzglo ::n 11 ordool11 instond of a direct part of 
tho struf!Slo tor soo1al1m:>. Thc:t is oll that is involved in tho 
distinction bot~oon tho Unjorlty and ll!nority Reaolutlons on tho 
liogro rluost1on. : . . . . 

..pr!l 2;:;, 19~6 

295 

}.-
1 

i 


