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Mi~utes of REB Meeting of July 12, 1983 

J\gend!l: I. Rep9rt oii:· 'orcjanfzation, Nation~~l1y and Interne tiona lly 
by Miker ·~I Report on Ottawa·conference by aobr III. on
Going Ac;:l;:ivities: 1. Andy on "'est Virgin·ia 2. Raya and Mike 
on correspondenc;e IV. G&N 

. Raya The r!'!port was magni~icent becuase 1t was both con
crete and uni'(E)rsal, _I p_eli~V!'!. · it,yas. the firsj:. time. w~ 'v~ ~poke~ on 
what were the. orgi!lni.za.tio!)al. and philpsophica.l differepce~ betw~en Marx, 
Lasall,.e; Balc~in~. Bl!ln~l,·• ,Le_t. me .. beg~n with .Jilll_',s. 9!-lest;ion .on book 
and chapter .. ll •. ,:;It .. ·.i,sn!.tr.onlY that we'.had .. book and chapter ll, b)lt 
who else,,has,:~ried;to.,wor~ .• ~pis .O)l~· It i~ only with. the ve:ry .. J.ast 
section.,on.th!l,,l980s .View with .. the· combit:~!ltion of the challenge .:to. post
Marx~Marxis.t;s and·, the., challenge. tq OUJ:'selves _that we put forth philoso
phy as gr~~Q. for p;rga~,ization. . In .. what Mi~e .de'l(eloped we are learn
ing somet;h,ing new ;~I:!QUt. Mar;K •.. The .II~. wasn't Marx's. internation<!l, 
The Comm~ist,Lea~~ rlf'l'l,S",i;~ .,·.pertain· flense ... m9re ~ridsj: than Il~f\ .... 

'_But a fte:r, • g ·fo!:ar.x:meeds,,~o.,~ork out .. the eponomics. . J:!ut; when he c';loes .. 
. that "'.;.th .. ~H.~~~), ... ~.e.· ... P.o.~,, w.;~ te!'! we. will haye b.iggEl~t .:Dlow .. tq bp)lrge.

·oise •. But,,he,.~li :not. satif"f:\!'!sf.:wit]! poli1:ical.;,action .alone •. 'f:tle ,c;rreat-: 
.ness.of.Critigue ofGotha ProCI~m •.. in add~t;iot:~ .to,,a;n the oth'!!,r .. 
. great .things. W!~.~! th.a~ i~. owr:-s. after. lNJ\, aft;er .1875 .. editio~ o; .. capita~ .. · 
after .he had ,ag.rue.d with .1\akunin .on _cent.ralization: and dep~nt:.;al_izaj:J.C?n. 
Yes he liked Blanqu~.• ~Ut .. <fid not leif~Ve it as. conspiratl;)rialgroup, p~~ 
as masses in motion,,, What .wa!; he . .fight.i~g wi~h. Las~<;!.Ue.aniSI_!.!).fg, ·was 
that. it ~(Pas. a. national, progr!lm• .. on. <!UtQnomy .. -The women hay~. their . 
trouble with it, but .. they h;~ve. troub.l~ because _they have. nq;):>anner to 
rais!'l. They got -1'1.0 s.tuck in· phenomenology. I had wante.d. RL 1910. as 
.high point of. book; bu_t ~ stuck with. that s~inking corpse of the :?nd 
,International.. Honeycu.tt in her. work on. ~erman,. Nome!) is great, but 
sh,e stopped.wit;h l910-l2. Nhy? Because Zetkin had autonomy. But 

'.2nd Int. gave it .to.her.becuas~. she wasn't challenging them, just., 
·.,popularizing. so !'fhe.n they got ready to remove her, she hadn't bllil.t ... 
\':o.n phiiosop'!ily. Autonomy can be used. to hide the fact of no I?hi.lps.o

·:::·,:;j:l,hY and thus no totality. Unless you have totality,better 'tO.. st._ick 
· with !'coalitions".·on:'.activity. on. Mi'ke' s sugg4;lstion for amendment, 

· ·, <you ·~an' t rewrite' history. We didi-1 .. • t: esta~l~sh News . and L'etters as 
· · ~a ,Marxist-Humanis.t, ~rganiz.ation in . .i 56· •. ·we.'willput M.,.a organiz.atiop but 
· · .'Ji.e will put it· so,mewher'!! ~.ls~i!• .Remember how Marx didn,ot. want. to 

rewrite Conununist Manifesto. Even~· it wasn't until .~he preface ... 
. written in .. 1957 that, we .. s~ng.l.ec! out who we ~~~er13 •. t'l'hel) you, ra.ise . 

. ·. IIUtO!\Omy separa.te. fr.Qm phP,.9.SQphy it. i.s just lo9king fo~ ,an.: B;XCUSe for 
. avoiding. phil?so~al.:!.~~:. •• centrali,O!.t;S;n and:decentrali)!:ation only valiji. in 

i:onte:kt .o~·.,philci'.;lt(tl"8t ,Andy said,, on b.ook and co.nv:enti,9t:1 is. con:e~t,b~~ 
. We ,Can It leave .it' ojUSt :'a's ~00'Jc, baCIIUSfil bOck's greatness' iS. that it 'iS ·, 
tied to the objec'tive '•&iutation.' . . ... 
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