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Dear Raya: 

Here is a very preliminary response to your question on M~n 
~in the 1850s. It might interest you to know that in ~~;~ 
"-~the Index to_ the volumes of the Col~ted Works lists o~niJref

·erence _to the word "women"! That w;as c~'nly not a category they were 
very interested in •. However, here are o omenta from Marx in the 1850s 
that I hope will be of interest: . 

· 1) CW, Vol. 10, pp. ~~5~JThis is from Marx's review of G. Fr. 
.Daumer!s book, Die Reli i es neuen Weltalters, published in the NRZ-R, 
in #2, and written in o!!Ul-Fe~l850 th~~dress on 
Permaneno.·Revolution"·;·. ~-

"It is the.sarne with the cult of the female as with the cult of 
nature. Herr Daumer naturally does not say a word about the 
present.~ 'cal o ition of women; on the contrary it is a ques
tion only of the female as uch. He tries to console women · 
for.their civic destitution by making them the object of a 

. rhe·t.orical cult which is as empty as it would fain be mys_terious; .. 
Thus he seeks. to comfort them by telling them that marriage 
p~ts,an end to their talents through their having to take. care 

.. of 'j::he', children, that they retain the ability· to suckle babes· 
e,eii '.Uritil the age of sixty, and so on. Herr Daumer calls this 
the ··.~·devot.ion of the male to the female". In order to find the 
ne'ceiiisiilcy ideiil women characters .for his male devotion in liisi 
native country, he ~s .. forced to resort to various aristoc:i::atiC: 
iadies of the lasf 'century~ Thus his cult of the woman is re.;. ... 
ciuced to the-d"epressea ailitude of a man of letters to respected' 

· p~tronesses-- Whilhelm Meiste;:." [from Goethe] · · .............. . 

'LThi.slli,i~:~~-···~-~~-~~·;··~~~~~~· . . : .· . ' . . 'F" . 
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that could be used, and which he has o viously 
one that is in the "Hegelian conception", which Ruge 

id'l:to'!C:c,wtt.·. I doubt that very many people ever knew that Marx had 
·reading on this subject in ther§irly-J:B!ios:J · 

l:erol~irag the pp. for you. 

pp. 460-470. Articles written fdr the NY Tribune 
on the strike/lock-out in Preston, England.' Actually; .·,·:~;(';iiFit~ 

. the strike wave of . .1.853 and the resurgence of the Cllartiat·. ·, ·· 
Jaly 1, .1.853 (pp. J.GB-72), and especially the Preston 

(pp~· 33.1., 412-.13, 447, 460-70)' • 
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.:Wh@t -ie !:O stl.·iking to me •bout thi~ rn11terJ.a.L l.S the way it exposes· 
.the falsifications of so-called feminist critics of Marx who want to say 
that Marx was for "pushing women out Of the factories", etc.-- that he 
supported the .~rkers "§elllilnds" th~t women be excluded. Yet here 
is the actual strik · ton 1853-54j which Marx deeply supported and 
followed daily, most especially listen ng to the voices of the women 
workers. 

In the article on 11/ll/53, he attacks the Economist for claiming 
that the working class had missed "golden opportunities" afforded by free 
trade, by "marrying and multiplying". Marx (p. 460) says: "The golden 
opportunity of~ marrying and ~ .. multiplying, except at the orthodox 

·rate allowed by Malthus and his disciples! GQ.den morality this!" 
In opposition to such a fantats · osition Marx takes up the actual 

meeting of the Freston work~~s, 15,000 f whom ~athered to hear Ern~e~s~t~--~ 
Jones. The next article r - -·,·---- the Labour Question" -·-·--en-1.L/15/5 
returns. to a fuller description o 1s mee 1ng, pre acing it'with a . 
scription of horrors of child labour (pp. 469-70): 

· "Boys of nine and ten working 60 hours consecutively, with the 
exception of three hours' rest! Let the masters {iy nothing about neg-

·. lecting educa,tion now. One of th~. above, Ann B., ~ little girl of nine . 
'> . o.f . fell on the floor .asleep with exhaustion, during the GO-¥:' 

' .. . . •'' " ' . 

the assembly 

~~~~i~i~!i~i?~r~:~~;ij~e~~!~~;;~~; in factories and neglecting their Q1JL1:1.0!Se Every lliln was entitled to a fair day's wages for. 
which she meant, that he ought to have such're'-, 

as would afford him the means of maintaining 
in comfort; of keeping his wife at home to attend . . .... , . 

and of educating the children. [Cheers]· The .speaker.·'·· ... · .... , .• , 
by moving the annexed resolution: 'Resolved, that ... ,. · · " 
of the females in this town do not intend to go to 

'"iN!~~~~::i;~'§:a:il~j_\mt:il· their husbands are fairly and fully remunerated for 

hoPe· some of this is helpful. 

Yours~ 
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Dear 111kea 

Alllo please tl:anelate for •• •Aller daiS Verhin~e COtMnna 

ill O~p Riioke:l:'innm:ung a tidhare tre1are 1D1d e1ntluaeeiohare 

Poeltlon dar Wei~." M!."'X :; 2., !:: :-..:.:!:: if t.'l;; high ;;ta.te u£ wOJiilin 

u m11&11111'11 of progress of tal~ &u:ye that once "oa.rear of pr:oparty"
·~'s .. mnae--wlll be abolished &earlier freedom restored,·~· not ·u· 
a unlltsaal: line, but dlal.ectioa.lly &II we oan 111111 fromA:~!liYaythology 
tully ~ o~ mythology J1D1c/M:I.nerva aceta fer thia qum8l·treedOill ·of 
liOillen1 the ether S~ la a projection into heaven 1a INVERSION OF ACTOAL 
POSmON OF WOMEN IN GREEK SOCIJ!ll'Y, 
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