
. ' 

I 

• i{.i:B i•,eeting of r.ovember 4, 1981 .. 
Present• All, plus John by ape:ciaJ .. invitation, Diane as sitter-in 
JurendRJ .I- _ .. _The . Book, ,..II- L<!ad and Editorial for December N&L1 . . 

. '· .. III- Classes,,-fr.om .. now to Deo, lJJ-and.from Dec. lJ to Jan,2 
!V- Ongoing Activities! V- G&W · .· . 

!- W.l!. said1'in her report,· -that V.hile she had some dieturbin~ news 
to report on the publisher, the importance of this report does not 
relate .to .. v~at as ec:t;, which is pure~y ir1formationel 1 bUt concerns 
first, ·tne new. :. · ;g_jiliS.c:_b()ok, and seco!ldly, how ·it is neces-
sary to,'proj'ect · .·s 'iri the classes·and in all one-to-one contacting, 
.In s'!cli; a manryer t.llat our _'unique contributions b9come the fouildation · 
for .9. v_o~y riel'! .type of organi:zatiomi1 !'I'ciwth. It is to this end, 
there.forei · tna·~ she wanted to ·list •those contributions, beginnine
with·the ·end,·: -To further stress the riew additions at the end, she 
referred to '·th·e· backgroUnd of hoi~ i't all came to be -- out of a diti
cus_Eiior. w_i th lolike ,and biary ~>n 1;he Index, . Two new. aspects w~t·e · revllal
ed•···onP.. ,Wafl _tha conoentratl.Oil on each of the three parts, .u,, :IL, 
and·J,;SrXo.''Nhill_h had left OUt_'·seeing };epel "in arid 'for himself"'! _se
cond '·and ·mo~•e:··irilport'ant . ·was t!iat the- f!,arldst.Humariist point. pf view . 
nattirally'.)lerpi~a,ted, 1;he whole •· _b'lt neverthe:!:ess .the spec:ifl:ci ty. o~ . , 
our ·unique oontri'buticn cf Absolute 'Idea: as !"ew. Baginnintr· wes hm1ted 
to the ~ast _fe)'!, parB.I"!'aphs. o:t the book. · ..... _.. ··· .. · 

: ;' '. '.- . . .· ' .•. l. ·- ·.;' :· - •_. ,. ' ... , ' •.' 

·. • .. ·· ,··· ;:Therefore:, pai<e. ;as yinl have a' ~ew aubheading s:ti the top•,. 
· .. "~ J:?8,o8, 'Pciri1;, o_l':,Yie.W,"·; •• ·In ate ad _·o:( •ocirit~nuini( with p·; ;o6, there 

wi.ll n.\'YI:b!l .. fl.b,out three !JO,W P.ages, "Which· are .summarized hare I . • . . ·. · • · · " ·. ·... .. · -: · · · -. · · · : ... · · .L'he · re- · 
dispdv.ei:Y, of ~;arx' s 1844 HumaniSt ·EjaEia:)ia 'in our ape', ·as aga:i.llst thei.r . 
tir.st dis'oo:Very''by Ryazanov 'in the''l926s, 'had ·ramifications lindreamed 
of:'· by any 'lif the pos·t:..r.:arx n::i'rxists, Thiit 'was' so betlliiAse·.the redis
OOV~ry' follo~/e$1, at one and the saine timer . a mid-195o's. MOVement ft·on\ 
w:acti~( ~t was itself a fohn 'of ·theory, and a ·ohalleng_e to the · 
mov.~ment f!om theory. for a :totally naw relatiopshi'p· of 'theory. and · · 
practice_, ··That is to ·say I orice ·the sloPan, '"Bread· eJ1d. ~-x:e:e(!cro,'! .'i~ : 
sued from' ;the. very first ·(.June 17, l95J). r'evolt from under totalita-. 
ria,n ·state~oapi tali at tyr.anny callinp itself .Communism in.Eaat;.Ger- -· · 
ruany; what '!•;arx-'had oalle·c: .~vulpar Communism" couldn't remain some-.' 
thing linii;ted ·only to ·the past, Because the 'East Europe·sn revolts_: ·. 
that bepan in. the 1950B ·in East Zurope a:nd··are continuine to this day 
left ·not an iota of doubt that both :in theor)J and in 'fact' they are · · 
rebelling atrainst existintr Communism, what became imperative·was to 
work out a totally nsw relationship of lJractice to theory. · 11hen 1V1arx 
'designated his philosophy as "a new Humanism," its dist.inction from 
"vulf.'ar Communism" was not just· rhetoric. J:i ther l•.arx' s "n·ew Human-
ism"· meant totally new human relations. in life· and in philoaophy, 
or it meant nothing', · · ': ... · 

. i .. arx' s liuinahism wss indeed something great,. some-
thfng .historic and oreati ve, nothing short of a whol·e new continent of 
thought -- oi 1Jhilosophy, of revolution,, of life before and after 
overthrow of the old regime. ·\ihich is· why, e.fter the defeat of the· 
European revolutions of 1848-49, i<•arx had oallel for ''Revolution in 
Permanence " , , • What our af'e was mekin:;. u.s see anew was that the move-
ment from practice had disclosed a break in the Absolute Idea-- i,e, 
in the unity of theory and practice, The 1970s showed that any. new 
uni t:y· of theory and practice would be but a bepinninr. -- and "Absolute 
Idea as New Bepinnine" was disolosinr. new forces of revolution as 
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Reason, so that· we ·el.so ~aw in 'Self'-determl.nation of'. nationa··what 
Heeal· had called ·"self-determination in· which alone the Idea. is, is 
to he liZ' itself speak, " · · ' · 

. · (At .this point, th13 mss. will contir:me w~ th p, J06, tpe finl'll 
pal!'e·,) . . · .. 

. ·. ·Rasa-said .'alie .\vail beglilninp with this addition so that.·all 
tpe Oth!)rs,, Which actUally ("~ earlier in the ll!SS, 1 Will be.;seen in 
tnis ccmtext, . Thus, on .li::::I?2•\ after Lenin' e quotations on rlelbanov, · 
two :i>aragraphs will be-addedto- strese.Lenin's continuation with the · 
dialec.tio ·after conquest cif .. pnwor, eo. that his' calling at·tention to . 
the fac:t; of. :the 4bsoluta .Method being central to Hegel is precisely. 
what :make~ it possible to hav& a clear break vii th. the. ~.arxism of. the 
Second Int_ernational, . . . · . .. . . . . . · 

• 

. • . : .... , .. ,,,T/lJ! addtion to~,co.niea· just before. the:ul
timat'1. P.arlJ.eraph on_·that, pap.e •. It is a .. new·.refci•ence to·.Lifshitz• s 
Tbe •>'hilos'ophy ot ;\};':t. of -·Karl Marx, which happens to be one, of the · · 
very;, .very ,i'ew works. :tha1; .analyzed · eeriru siy ,.the 18/U Doc.t.ciraLli'hesis .. 
as, :!lome thing. J\',ar:X.;f!ever ;reriounc'ed and whi'ch t,ifshi tz points out holds 
true all t)le way to .9apital, it'self,onG. :2j ·;"th~·adaitio·r1 s ~e~ub 1 

·. 

:l reVally.-sta,r;t;ling ._b~.oaU.B!!r:i{eV:.in. had, found (in .the French c.oUec~ion o~7) 
· n. I:\~ .• g. a. :para.e.-raph Znr,els. had .left .out, in which .I>~arx, as late as , ., 

1870, as he.-waa ;~v~r;ki,ng:on Vol. II,, wro:te. the ,fo'liowing• "li.;Y rel~~ion-
shi;p; witl1 Hegel is very simple, ·r am a. disciple of Hegel, and the 
pl'_e:aumptuou·s,chat,te.rinf .of. ·th_e ,epip.one.s who '.;hink they. have .. buried , 
this. great tld.11ke~.•appe!U' ·fr~l'!klY ridiculous to. me, Neve:rthel,.e_sa, ~ __ . 
have •. taken the liber,ty_. of adoptinf!' towards my,_ mf.l.ster .a crl. tical .. attl.
'tl~c~e".~<ii'aencumberinp.:, :his .. dialectic of it!'' mya;ticism 'and ,thus' putting 
ii throul"h a profo•.md change, .c;:tq,, etc,," . r.n· re-establi,shinr, this ... 
par.aeraph, ·· i 1-. off.erEid me -an 'cpp_ortuni ty' to· add two more •paragraphs· on· 
Vol,:··II· .of.:Capi tal, thusly• . ·. · · Consider the empty me-thodology, 
of ·Homen Ro;sdolsky, who' concluded, after his !orcea identi:fi.ca~ion · 
of the! Grundtis;;!B. and. Capital ,truit. one. ,need •no. lonf.',e_r bite '.into the .. 
so~ apple and- stud~· the· whole Of He.~el' s ~ •. to underf!t~d Liarx' s,: 
Qw.U!.il • , , , " This. would .. indeed make a mo.:>kery of the laborl.ou~- work .. 
of a: whole decad.e by· the mature_. i':arx at the height .of his creativity · 
trans:forminF- the 1857-58-Grundrisse to the 1867-75 Capital, which, 
among other .thine:s 1 . had tha~ maenif'icent section on "fetishism of 
commodities" which is coJnpletely absent from the Grundrisse, . 

. . 
. Ray a said that when the mas. resumes with the.: paragra,ph on 

the fetishism of commodi tie a. as it appeat.s in. Vol •. III. of· Capital 
it indeed prepares us for Chapter 11 on "Philosopher of Permanent 
il&volution Creates Ground for Orgar1ization", si{\I?O. this is exactly 
why she was preeentinl"·the ma-terial in the way/dl.d,. because_, she wantec;l_ .. 
the whole discussion on the classes and the ,book to. be strictl~· .ti.ed · 
to the basis for our orpanizationaf erowth, . i'/<1 simply cannot 
achieve growth in this al'e of Reaganomics if.we do not know how_to 
present that we alone of all the post-r •• arx ~.arxists, including the 
fi'eatest of the revolutionaries, have presented ~ .. arx' s Humanism as a 
totality, which at the same time opened the trail to the 1980s, It is 
100 years since Larx died, It is hiph ·time that post-~larx ir,arxists 
face the challenge of the af.e and the .rec:reation of !l,arxism in the .. 
same manner as i.iarx himself, who refused any division between philoso~; 
phy, revolution, and or~anization, 
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