
IN LIEU OF REB f:I~11TES OF HEETIN:; OF JULY 3!, 1981 

August 3, 1981 

Dear Friends: 

., 
• •.• ,. : ·. 1 .·• ,* 

. ··• . R_aya -.entl_ti~d ,hei_ t.alk on Le~c!erSbi,p·: u~ N~-~e on. the Dt8lec'ttcs in 
Org~u~i~~t-~o~al Re_l'ft!.ql\8·, .z:}.of!Bde.rs1,11p fl.~ Both Phil.osoahy and Spontaneous Ac_t!on." 
The- et.1P.tia~1s ,frol'l1 ,firs.t to_.laat is the cO~re_~e,_ and t~e concrete is lim~.t~d to 
_Ollf!:_ y,ear.!~f_persP4!ct.fv~· ... _so ··t!lat, tn.:;teaq .of enyone thi\\king that: t;:hey should 
11We_~-~- _fO~ :~he .rea_l thiiJs•-- the df.l;l,lr.Cttcs; tl\e __ ,philos"pbyi ~he histox:y, the 

._thf!.Sis-.------~--t!ie-~reel th'ing !:.:·.:the ecncrite'. · 'r.ti~re.for.e, _t}1e Po1nt about f1nlsh1ng 
the bOok ~tlts _year, me.~t)·t con.~.~etely ·~hat :~~~:~her t m~ .Ol~p Yould be in the office 
regulnrly. (We were i:he:te a lot more_ than we sp01.J.l.d have Qeen.) Mike; .and Eugene 
had to,_ at rme and tl:\a t'I."M! t.ime 1 t.Bke ti_nic·out ft"om 11 bi:iing in· the offh:et! f'o 
k'eep' u'p wlth the clla'rii~'s til the book's self .. dev~lopment.. On the whole, the 
·reSf•.onsibi~ity was th.e(rs· b_qth for t.he lZ ~g~;r: anq the "1,r~hives (which is exact• 
·1y .why we brouaht Eugzr~c:~ tp 'th.e center), as ~ell sa the .,qrganizational responsi .. 
'.bll'ittes. Eu~ene_ i·~cC?;8.n1Z1f:i~. 'f.Ull .. blas~: what. o,rganizStiot\alrresponsi bl Hty for 
ideas mearLS, _npt J~.sti as htst~r)", but .as the or.gping, regular, ve·ry new_ type of: 
12 pager, 8t"J.d therefore futfi!led the tasks both :of rrc- Chalrman&archl:vlst -but 
was not totally'~itd' the office." M!ke· had ~st of the ~tional Organizer's 
tasks. · · " ..... · · • • · 

Raya said that the most d'tsappolnting 'thing tO discover on' the tour, whieh,. 
on the wholf!., hod been the best ever, was to find .t~t the book hod ~ determtr·.t!d 
the ~~cr:t 1Jf the-·Mtional organiz8tiori. ·wh.ich .was why the c'l~sses Sround- the 25 
Yellr. History· had .!!ES, ted up ~o an au~i~nc:e for tfie book. ·'It was the tour th~t 
bPr~~ the creation of that audience for the book •. What, therefore, we must !~~rn 
f, · •: ·. is that there is no suCh thing as "understanding" the book, knowing it 
"ln~td<!", if It Is n~t be!ng proj•ctQd to "the outs;! de. THE O~LY PROOF OF K~a.1 N:; 
.r INSIDE IS BEIN:; ABLE TO PROJEcr IT OUTSIDE. B•cause that· is the essence ·· 
of everyt~ing this. yesl-, it !s thh whiCh We h!lve to keeP in mind, not ority when 
-we go into varipus hiStoric periods b'ut _wh~n ea~h .historic period we single out 
is actually one more way of analyzing ~ur own taSks ond. cher.king up on them. 
Thus, whether we talk of: !)Up to 1914; 2) 1914-1923; 3) Dreak with CLRj 1953· 
1955; 4) Projection of Marxist .. Humanism os "Rosa Lux:emburq, Women's Liberation 
and MB'rx 's Phil osorhy of Revolution." •. and ~he. totall v ne.1 t ypc oi cl,asses 
which this book dem8nds. and which will prbe:tice the rcsJX)nslbility for Mnxist .. 
Humanism organizp.tional'ly. , . ; . 
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The a~ction· on~o .. l9,14 __ h!d the stress on _the fact that 1.1P to that 
n."'ment, no ehiloao.mus_~tvlsion had separated any l~evolutionary tendency from 
another. The ·one new thing Rays had found in Luxemburg was that it wasn't only 
the ~iv!sl.on·be~w~.~.!!._.Bpontaneity and organt.?.ation, . .-bu~ spontan~Sty .and consctous
ne_~~~..:.,:~·wtth thll:.Party":rept·esenttng cons~iousne!s, so that all·the !!:tress on spon
t.anetty and the greatness that .!! would compel' the leaders to tha deepegt 
revolutipnnry a ~tlonsu nevertheless retained a vanguardlRt clement tilhich rz~tplatns 
wh)r theory tS·not yet a phtlos6phy. In any case, LosselleiJnis~ permeated them 
alt,, tc.> a degree that Is unbellevable tO this d8y. Wh!J:t ue found, howE"ver, is 
that, though we. rightly-r~jected the vangunrdtst ~oncept 1 tha.t didn't solve the 
problem ot C..l.lr "orgsnhat·ional work, 11

.. For example, the first time I left the 
off.tce to Wt'rlc on !!.!E.K!sm 3nd Freeti_Qm, I £ound q,c.ite a mess on my return,cmd to 

.. really e:~rry through uit:h the projecting of N&F now that it uas p-.Jb!ished·. meant 
asking Olga and Andy to move to Detroit. 

· When the .1914 philosophic break in Lenin 
did come: about, o!:'nd- $.t did crea'te the· Great DiVide .in all history, and it showed 
its~lf in t:ver)'l~hing from matertaltsm e,.d idealism to imperi.o:~ltsm and the Nation
~! Quustton,· ancl aieo the creativity 1.. ,. mess movements -- and we were ce,-·tainly 
cO~ect In st·ressins .that Lenin.had not been Stuck. in h~~- own 1902: co_r1c~p~ bl.!t .. 
hAij ·:~cc many; mvOiiicattOns fn· hie theory ,·.f the Party -- it te nevertheless 

'·. -·ari.:.-ihdUbi t.Sbfc .. fac.t 'that Lenin did not extend that philosoph! c reorgmizatton to 
· the:co·ii,ept ~f:the Party •• · So we still heve a.problem, and no full answer, But, 
~n·•the·~·othel"~· han!l, did We .'2ver full)''wOrk o~!t ''Cogilltion ·n!lt on·ly reflects the 
wor~O,l;~t;.creat~s:·,lt.".? .f!!: did we jlist jumP to conclusions without going lnt:o 

r the :prOcess? · ·.; · 

. · . (Raya then detailed the 18'/5 chapter of the RJ. book as something In 
V "bleb she thought she was omphaslzlng the first pert of the t'itle: ''Th• Theor13t ,·~ .,;~2T- of Per!Mrler.t RevOl•Jtion", wherens she felt th.e o.r&an izattou loved. best the· secOnd 

· ·:part ~f the titl~: "Creates Ground for Organh:ation.1!). · 

~'fcot'i.i~l.,.~(." ;\J r:ri~:,.:,\, ' 'HER coricrvsrON w~s ~0 CREATE A NEW r.~~PrER 12\:xir OF ~ECTION !II OF 

. CHAPTER' 11, SO THAT Nor ONLY WOULD OIICANIZA.· TIO!j.JIO!: -BE. THE FINAL WORD, BUT THE 

I 

L 

IN.THE WRITINGS.OF MARX'S FI~ YEAJ!;>1ffi)LD SO,PREDCMINATE,THAT WE 
W\)lJLC).oN< .. c"' IT AS THE TASK OF THE AGE AND THUS,THE .. lS80s CONCLUDES ON THE VIEW 

The third subsection on"The Bre'ak with CLRJ, 1953-1955 11 centt!red 
the instlparablltty of theory and organization, phtlssophy and revolution. 

CLRJ'r.'.ay ha;.re.esccped the .reductionism of ~tsky whu laid down as principle for 
the creation Fourth Internat~onnl, \!~e crisis of the world Is the crisis 
of leadersht also aChieVed the consciousness of the opposite of statc-
capitali of revolt A. but the fact remains that when these! new 
forms . 1n EaDt Eurupe, he had not considered them some .. 
thing On the attitude was that 
this new" workeru.revolt which heal-
ready had, to reach the re .. establishment 
of HumBnism on new, historic grounds. Working out organizational responsi-
bility for Marxist-Humanism, therefore, became ours alone. 

The philosophic break 
With CLRJ did create ground for organization, grounded in the movemeut from prac-

tice that was itself s form of theory; but let us under no clrcumstSnces think we 
helve mere than the ground for organization3l "cnswers." What we do have ts: 
!)our original and serious contributions to dialectical philosophy, Marxist-Human
Ism; 2)thc sensitivity to ever .. new social forces of revolution In add1tion to be 

'proletariat .... Black, WL, youth; and 3)organtzational rcsponsibl lty for Marxist
Humanism in two ·ways. One is via the Center wlth thi:'ec full-timers In •the office 
(O,~J, E); the other, of equally "first importance", the Book. 
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The Totally New Typo of Classes on tho New Book, ROS.\ LUXEMBURG, WOMEN'S 

'"" "LIBERATION AN> WIRX 1S l1ULOSOPHY OF REVOLUTION for 1981·1982: A Series 
' · .. of ·~ Ses~ions Suggost'ed' hy the Author.' ' ' ' · · " 

•: f •, . ' (:, • ._o , I , ' 

··l· ·What· I ·rrean ·by totally· new type of claSses is by no means just tied 
·to'the fact·that the book will be at a single place, ~«::.:Is It limited to the 
fact:.'tb:at-·the·person who· will glve the ·first lecture:•w·m olso be the one to 

··gtVe. thE!:' sum:nstion,:'aven:thOugh that asPect of it· is~ of course:, very much rrore 
iaipOi'tant''tha·n· the fnct that· the book is only et one place. Wh8t this means is 
that it ·cannot be a n~w person, and prefE'.rnbl~ it wo1Jld be an NEB member. And 
i.t'8oEis wlthbut''sa)'tng that this persort would-hoVe!reSponatbiltty for the entire 
book . .;.. thSt i's ·to .say, he or she rr.ust: make notes ·of P.\rery· singlE: _lecture given, 
not just·_: to· include th~ essence of the individual.lectures in the sunrMry, but 
rs_~~. tO refeT back to"what ·the author of the book hod in mind for the tot8llty 
~the book. · · - ·. · 

.. 

!.._;,.., -' /' . 
I !r.cl.,dlns h~_Personal Ll~~(; ,·I;

1 
(' 

Read!t\3s: ChApter I (~~_fer~ an~ A.f.ter th~_:l~()5 Revalutlon'') (~~d' ~V':Y-
Chapter.· 2 ( 1'l'he _Bt:eak W.1thl<!'1Jtsky; .191(1~1911 11), ·and Appendix ·-· .. F ' ~ 

. ('';ux:embur8; 1s- Speech· 6t· the' 19Q7- CongrP.:cs") • · · _,. _ _. · · OJ ~ · 

,. 

· .. '· -· · ·· ·: -:.- ... ' · · · · .. _ · · ·· ·: Please ·note that, as against lO(.(A'"fal 
.-~-~~~~·p_t~r- 1, whe_n. the_ tWo tu.~int(!;'oli'\ts··ref.eri"ed· to··~era l899 and_~1905-, ·;_~"'·-·-~~--:·:. 

··in; the· lectUre, the ·t899':"debate agill"nst Reformism is ·to be very nearly · ·,.__J-. 
't'isre&Srded,: The· coneent:r8t:t0n'.- instead· tS to Be on ·lQOS ar,d 1910; _·the . . 

. _.. persa:nal break. with Jogiches is to be seen as very political a~d to· be <f" · · •·I 

• .. <:.j._;~ :.;;J.?~~~~~~~~~ ... ·_ .. ·' ~: ·• ·:.:- ... :.-.,~, .. __ ·J __ - > :.. ! .. o. ·--·---- ••• ·-·-· ·:·_-~--~: • -~~."-_:_·-··~·-~·: ; I 

'·" ·' ti.}'So~@'i:~!l.oo ~~t~~~~ •· oif:~:;~~~:tl~~~~~~'-~o Object lvl~t/.. • ; . 

.-.-- Readings: ChaptE"!r 3 (''Marx's and Luxemburg's Theories of Accumulation of 
~c.ep!t!!!")t:h!!pt~r 1.15';7Sectton ·rt ~ 11Cep!tal, .Es~ci8!ly 1875 Edicton"). 

' ~ ....-- ' · It is 
important'to note·thst, ·though thC entire· Chapt£r 3 is a"conrront8tion. · 

I 'with Marx, I ve:ry deliberately juMped to Section· Ii'of Ch8Pter 10 So th~t 
Marx's greatest theoretic work would~-e seen only in the-context of 
a polemic, bu..t seen as Marx wrote it ~-ci tructured it. It is of the 

·.:essence 'that: this, specific ·lecture be"'g ~--,;en by- soriieo~e who has had ex .. 
perienCe 'in .. discusSions· of Capl.tat. Under no cirCumstttnces should the one 
·respo-nsible fOr this lecture· be one who .is. giving· Only a first reactiOn 
tO~the cOntent:·. ..---'--·· · 

till. ___ COnfron~ait~;;;:-h Lent~. on ~h~_:·Natio~al· ~e~tt~n: Th-ree ~lfferi·ng ·v~e(l?_. 
L~~ ·~ ··.·- r 

-~;;;;~~~~-~~~-te~~~m t:~:--·;N~~lonal Quest·i~ri·~· .to the Dialectics of 
_Revolution"); Ch~~l ~ Section I ~"Critique of the Gothn llrogram"~~rP., 
again, the point is 'to get the views of Marx, not only as seen ln 'a pole .. 
mici, and one closer to our time, _bu~ a~ Marx developed !t in his time. 

·:\i~ Antt-MH4tarl. Sm,··RevclUt: ~~~~ · ~:~:~9~~~~--a-~d·-;~~~-~~~. :~ -~;~·:~~-~~·o_··~~~-... ~---~p 
· Revo lt.;tJ_.Q_n, __ ·. . - ____ ____,..- · · · · · - - __./ 

• --· _: • '.• ·. I; , o • 

Readings: Chapter ~~("War, Prison, Revolutions, 1914-1919"); Chapter 6 
( 

11The Wom9n 's Llberat ion Movement .;. .. An Ovcl'vtcw by way of IntroductiO'Ot''; 
and Chapter 9, Sections t and II ("A P~elirilintJry Note on the'Dllllecttc: 
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. . . . ... . .... ; .,.-" 
" 

.(} 
tn Marx of the EArly 1840s; in Luxemburg, 1902; in Lenin, 1914", and 

''."Prometheus 'Bound, 1841-1843. "). _ - .·· _. . 
·-,·- ·· ·· . · · · · . . Get~ing acquainted with Mar~ befor7 he: 

broke .ful:ly with bourgeois soolety is essEriti~1. foy gi-:1sping ·the concept 
of di'!!le"Ct.ic a·s revolutionary in H~gel, and tht!n traclrig what it becan~e 
in Marx. ' · · . 

.. - - - ----------
v. W~embUl"lfes"Rci;,;;\~~~~~;~;.-:. -·;em~~lst; &nd Today 's Woroen 's L! beratlon 7 

· MQvgmCnt 
·- .. -:;.:...-,- .. ·---··---- ··-·----.---·-···· ."% ... - ·. - . .. 

· Readlng3: Introduction; Ch.:~pter .7 .(" Luxemburg as Revolutionary, as Femin· 
tat");· Chapter 8 ( 11t'he Tank TfiB't Remains to be Done"); Chapte: ~!. SeC· 
ti~n. Ill ("Pron~etiuiu!J. Unbound, 1844·184811). 

·· -· .... ,..... ' ·· '. · Please read Ch.spter 9; SectiOn 
III hefore Chspter 8. because it 'is tt-Jere '~e can fully grasp why. it is ----- ~ . . . th~.o: we. def-Ine_ Marx-t:sm I'!P._ a ·who·t_e ne_:-!P.i?ntJn~nt of t~u$1;;t and revoluti o"' 
Qh,_J_ ·I'W- .fl..<! i&rl'l-'-' • (V ''""!;& I>Q!l . .-/A ttl., --dv_ f}-;v~-- --

. L"E't;~e;:~~~-o:~,i .. ~-~~.~~~~~r8~sfC?.~a_t~-~~~~ _I~!?~~~~~. ~ha~ -~~~8_':.~~~~-~ · 
. ; . ..,. .. - J!.ea.~-i l_l&S·:-. Chap.te:r._ .l,«;t.._.:_Sec.U.~rt . .J J!! ..!E:co.nom!~c_!.:-~Onl~~cl_~~sp~ Struggles, 
· ··;· .. :or· .. 'Epochs of. SocrBl Revolction '1; 1857·1856"); · Chapter u,._,sectf".:\n.li 

'::<''l:hiL'!heory- of-: Permanent Revolutl_om from 1843 .t.Q J.88:l"'fYj _Afterw"oi'~:l;o·-1. · C~apter ~1, S.ection II ('•Trotsky's Theory of Permanent R~v~lut~.C?~.,:.; ....... . 
· · ' ' · · · · · · · · ----- · In this 

·important tO··.f~6J:tl~e·-~n2 thing. outS I. de Of the book·-.. the 
· ··tulm?tiiet·~··On the· queStiOn of .. histOrtc t"ri:I':\Rform:~ .. 

· - 'Bolivia and on·El Sfllvador relSte .t·o the 
. . to the 'rcvol~s ' ·: 

nrii-ng....ln---1.9,5~2 , 1_;~,/. -
~-~···> .1! .. itdgj~~~~~~1~-~-t.i. ~:V~h~ . d~ .··. 

Section III ~f what is ·nOw Chapter 11 ("The 'ukn~wrft",ith;~~@tl::a'! ·.· 
t.h2 Unread Drafts ·of" Letter to za·sul itch, .iis well as U.ridiges·ted· ·,._ · 

U~!f.,c •. ~0 Russi.an E~it .. io~ of .t:.he "£0minu'ntst M~ni~eSto")_, whiqh. ~-,l'q n.JI ./1 .. 
:· . , . .. . . the core of a ne10 Chapter 12, . - -,-_ 'JJ&-h-#!:--.. . 

11
,/JI.lf}: 

· · · . · · -.~· : ' · · · · . It is of the essence ~cfiii"'Y·Q~' 
:. · ·= .: .. /.lSf ~mat_urit~of MS~-~ great phllos:.ophic discoveries Jn the last yea~~ of hi's,~ . 

~1~1~J .1. · 11fe-h~opene ny new points of departure, from the quest ion of Perms-
' \·:·._.~:;·::. •. · · nent· Revclutionl o th~ relatlo'nship of orgariiz8t:lcn_ to spontane1.ty anci ~o 
! ·, 1--:_ . .--;· philost~phy; from women's 1f. berat.ion to the question of what tvoe now call 
'-."~- , th~ "Third World"; and from new anthropc,logical studies that in fact be

come not just historic narrative but projection for future development. 
. ·t r:::~--- .. .. . . •. . . - ... ,• ··!. ' - -·-·--·----.' '· 

E.~.- An;.Ove>·vl~of_t!'e Entire Wo>·k; Its Urgency for Today's Myriad Crlse.s 

If I have completed Chapter 12 by the time you reach this last session 
of the series, that ~ill serve as the ground for the o!!~lti!LOL.the 
who~. You can get a feeling of wh~t that new chapter will be, however, 
tr'Om the SubhW!ading I have chosen for the last sectio.n of that .n~w chapter;'ft · '/ 
11 

New !1.orrcnts in 1-:f.arx's 1880 WrtttngS thnt Become Ground for thlf.19SOs." -- . . . . .. . - . 
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-6- ~ ~/~·"-'--r' ___ ____::.:---"'--'. .. . .X....---~-:-:---:-:-'-·'-·-··-··-"-, 
· ' he wtt • ell this ac!ds up to thnt .'.'No .. ·- u tb~ Dialectics tri :!>egantze 

~Rela~, .2! .Lea ers p 1-l-osophy--S~q_- .Spa~ 
~~~ t.s thE:! que~t!on. I· ove:r.·. aSatn, ~"t.--:t~B<!cause 
t~e __ sq ,.':orrectly st_ressed Marx's, break with the concept of theory &s ba .moved from 
e debate with theoreticians to production relat!ons at the point of procluction 
and in the open political class battles, we unfortunately gave the impression that 
th~re .~as no such battle of ideas .w1~h bour:geois thedrer;icians. The truth, how-

e..,e:r, is that there was and must cont:\raue Jo be such a ba:~t~til=•i·~iM~a~§i~d:.n~'t~t~h!:2f--· 
_,..out Vol. -· "Teo ies of .Surplus V.Jlue". which t.las not his t:ltl~ 
· ;,ax:y of the The u e. transtef to the end of his 

lifelong study, ·capital. In so doing., 'hE!·-was arlxtous also to show that hourgeoh1 
theoreticians had been unabla .to carxy•_thtou~h dilsleCtically the logic Of their 
o""n pORitions_. If they fied, they would have discovered that the logic of their 
theory that labor f.s ·t:ht! sout·ee of all va'lu~t "?llS that labor was also the soui·'-=e 
of ,ell un!Jaid ho.urll of l~bor, 19e. su.t'plus va''"'•····-·-

Ul<ew-kte ·in 
.philosophy is our 

a~.tuslJ.-r~J~utions • 
ly new.rTasses, Study 

.bas not .7et been written; it is the final editing 
s~ c~enti,ve a way t:;hat it actually requireS all my time, and most of Olga's. 

'tf:.»l:~;\lt;\-'{~e~, ehe,_ts c.oniing back to the of:ice, but not totally,-·ontx 1n part, and that 
riot e~nly l)ecause. ther_e ·is: so much work stl-11 -to do on the .-bock, _from the bi bl!o
gi-aphy_-and -all sorts of unseen tasks, but because the orgeni'zat1on itself demands 
alSo a per.sper.tive from someor.e ~ho is n'lt in t:he office daily • 

. The at.so.lut.~ minimum for---the--Center--is .. two full-time. Mer~ist-Humantsts, 
specifically Mike andEuge~e,-~~ef~~s.l~!.•,~forl,~e paper .and the o-;sonlzatlon.And, 

of CO)J.rse, ~c ntad Diane full .. time in th'! office; she will remain, also, as sitter
in at the REB meetings. 

It may not Appear that p3rt of the question of leadership r~latcs to 
: what. Mtka will includ!: _in his report on who moves uhere, when. But, in fact, the > 

philosophic 'ground· for it c.t~me fr:om the· book, and unless we recognize that every GJ_j-
' ~a.y of out" lives, so to spee;k, we will not achieve Cln audiepcc for the book~ ::J!hac/l'· 

•/f)pt· f' d!ence is already there _.demanding to be recogni~d· • .-fte"-'>-l-. ~;>.•;c.,(' i: 
" ) .-w-V l ) -tf -/ 'I r-' ru,...--tv I I /j/1 f -h«·w~~--'U·Oi.U"'J J ' ~~ ·~-~- . )"./ (.>''- ·v. -<r; ,,, ,, '"! '!·• -e ~~.,. . . "'"'-7 "I c,j "'"-'::' 'J''!:!Y ·' ;.'~" .J:!! . r) '! - l '" r r f ..- Yo'-:1 s, /J (..J . 

)·r(.. .'~. ~b)~t~-··'-- {} (}.,C'•·!· ~-Jt 1'' ' 
1'' r:u~ • · Raya "' 

~ ~---- -----~:-'\--. I 

..... -----~-· i 
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