
; .. 

.·.·~rt>. ··, ... _.: .. 

Today,,~ a·WIN>/ is e proud of itself because,· when- they. 

,;;.·ri;;ise the -~U~'.Itiiln of Women's Libe~ationas an id.ea whose· 

· ··:.'. tim~ has come,\ a.lt<nt~ther tou belate<lly, considering the fact 

'' · .. t)lEI{it, h~e,' in fact, been 'around for centuria-.~ they streAs 

. it's ·.only in •our· time, however, where, a't one and 'the llllti 

t has ra!.se<l altoe-ether new question a·,· including 

5tt.~ij~~~:;~~'se,xtla:Lit:i an!f it l.s in our tim~·. alone; tha• 
~ . ' . .. . 

··,'", ... 

' . ·.:.:~<~.~; 
a:t the left and not only :the rlg!lt·, : .. ; ;,·::, 

of. women's liberation is l)o:th lJIX·a \-iorld 

·;',.~ . .-.~:~t<'i 
. c .''>c' ... , ''" • ~ .:: .• :: __ !.Ji.'·:~~~ 

that. con te~ti,on.... . ilut, nq~ ':: ni_··_'.-.·.·· .. -.:_._:······ .. __ .~.-.·.·;~.~:~-~.-._::;'.1_ •. t.'~_f•.;_.~,-.·-~::.• 
,~~~A~~£j~~:~:;~t!~·:1;:.t.~~r:.or,;d ·the Jll.istcir~ and .a~h~e-veme~-: of ·~om~~·:~:\? . , '" ,f?f! 
~ . long be' fore otir ·time, but. it 'avo'ids. '-' .:•:· · •. ~"'"' . ,. . · .. ,· . · ·:; ·· .• ··.::·_~~··'~·· .. <,.}~.::t 
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·.-" th'e q~ee'cion ':o .. f. theor_y ~.· of' philosoPhy ··· ._-.,<;:;~ 
-' ' ,, "'" ~;;} 

' '. ' ' ' . . . :.': . .\~~~ 
_,., .. , .. , .... ~,. ,revo~u:tionc.· ·an!i it thus· disregards women'· as .well :, .es- · . ._;:: .. •.:'.)! 

· . · · · . . · · and:- independent '· . · .. : .· · :''•':Ji 
L~xemburg, who die! not make jt· category of: tthat, • ::•) 
· ·· · · · ·. political · · . · ·' "' •·· . ·. ···Yi 

givihg it a primacy "abov.e"/revolution;1Ul!U. '' ··( 

.·.. . .. · thusnot merely left out of v_iew f~~~greates~ woman .. . . ·,dl 
revolutionary·theoretician but left out/itself a sense of 
• · · :. · · · .• : · · . · . future? . 

.. ·historic achievement. and present direction •. It is fOl' this . ' ' . 
· reason, that· I will now break the chrcmological order of' the· 

·· an~lysis of Luxemburg, ~~d while beginning at the first 

sign of a di~ferenceof man/woinan relationshipin her own 

relationship with a colleague and lover, Jogiches, I will 
groat·. 

actually fO up to World War ·I before ·re'turning to -the :turning 

point in history -- the Rus~ian Revolution in relations 

with tiu! German Social Democracy. leadership and in_ ,.- W p 

analysis o! the revolution, when all the tender.cieG in IIIU!X 
' . ,:, -' 



'·-. .• . 
. . . : -'.. '. '~ 

' . ; ' 
.. ··~·--·-.-~ ·~--~· ~-J.J-·--1·~, ...... _. ........... J• • 

,; .. · .. ., 
·-~ .. 

·.·.~7~ . 
. .' 

. , 

I . • . 
.P.~,.,.-t· moved. to: Garmany,: 

·~ ..... .' . . . . . ... 
9,riy We.y -consc~o.us ·:>f the 

much. 1~-~~,~h~~.:it:·was.relate~ 

·, 

)le

to·lier 

···1~•;!1:t:&~.e when. she ·.apea.kil :of lonsosomeness .and complains 
-: .·:. :• . : , · ·.· wit!l·· ·. · · · · · .·. · · ·.· 
iiaXO:sonai '!attention, /her. lettef('Of April 21;· 8 . 

;cjijjj9~~!}~;~~:al .. a. 6. i!~.tte 'diffet•ent ~ttitude, where ~ake s · 

which was his 
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,'• 

., '· '.' 

•:. 
!: 

.~.·9'..; ,. 
:,i' ..... --. ·,, ... -

: t:!ie-:-Jiii~st:{oJ~,,:; ,Nothing cou:td·, b'~ further i'rom the truth, whether . 

. · :;;:nf!:·reiJ.a-tl•op:sn.lLp. ~:oncerns Jogi~has, ~1/e-.... What ie 
J''' _.; . - ·' •' . . 

,',of.,',,1:he .iuu;ence -.. _ and that does not_plny d•<wn th<; ....... 

, ; :'!j'v;s:a~i~n Of: either jealousy or need for a permanent relationtihi; ·. . ' . . . . ' ' ' . . 

:-'~ith ·~ aingJ:e person -- is the·~ objectl.v!! situatiot~o It 

: is .a ·fact· that 'whe,r2r.a ·when Lux~:nburg e.nd Jogiches :firt>t met · 
' 'iii.Zuiich , · revolutionary.. . . , 
-'/an1 became :toth/colleagues _and'lovers , Jogiohes was the , 

, . . . , re·i~luti~nary, and tho m~re mature in l:llj!tiiy 
. ., ' ' . " . 

She started :from the very beginn:!.ng ·a's, · 
. . . . 

' iUz.dy, hBI: articulation Of what· she 1i\:teniis . 
•' . . '· . . ., . . , .. ' . 

do\wi,~ll that pamphlet of what her· concept of what needs t~ 
·-.. ::;...:· 

. ' 
b~, doJle. for the Party itself .and her different estimation tro~- · 

:· !· .-. 

·" 'Jogi~'hes on tt,e,whole question ot: revolution, theory; origl:nali~, 

:is evident not just in the pers,onal differences that suddenly . ' ~ . 
·-:• . I' '··- • 

ari.se between them but in her view of' her own role, Read 

. . . ,' ·!~-;! 

"I feel 1n ~ w::-t~~ =~-. ~ Heine wn~ ea~,--to .:;~o•ethLr 'ti~ 
~t:r;.th~!: ~;ora ~t::-;~~ ~~;l~eo::sa:~·o~l / )'( 
fol'lll which disp<lnses with th~ usl!&l. forur.llas and po.tterns and I : .. ! , · 
b.oeaJ<& them down and 11hiah will convince people - naturally , ·' 
through toroe of Diind Md conviction Md not just propagan@, ;:'/ 
I badly r:eod to write 1n such ~ 1m7 as to ar.t on people like ~ ';:i 
thunderclAp, to grip them 1>y the hQ<\ -- not of course through · •,,;:; 

.··. 

·;;: 
._,: 

dac~tion, bu·t by the br..,..dth of out:took the :power of collvic- :·~;;~ 
tion, and the strong impressions that ! mal<e on them, But how, _ , 
wMt, wb.ere? I don't !mow yet, but I t~ll you that I feel with :'•'il · 
uttc- oe!:'I;Q.hty tlat eomrlhing is 1here, th&t acraething will be rn." ·x~. 



:i•. 

; .. 

_; .. 

" I• 

. ··'. 

. 
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· How can anyone, after such an exprlf~sl.on, write of 
· ' , · . one who 

.. ll_er 8:::'1 one "hu was interested only in· tactics and/"made no 

· · '•pretensell··io profound political thinkipg 0 Bllich less 

bol)rgeoisify "dialectl.c as a caree~11.\W~;f:,'<.-tet, that is • 
·,what.pertler..·tes most of the writi1:g .oh~x.:!niburg by, I am sorry 
:· . : 

t(! say, the maJ.e biogr·aphere, whether that person 'llllllll!l_... 

> devotes no less than 927. pages as did Gilber,; Badia in 

Roea Lttxemln,~LJo~nalhte, Pc.lemlste, Revolutio_nUre . (Paris• 

EcUtiollB Socialise, 1975) or wh.;;ther it is one who merely 

.1n.tr·od1·~ues .h.er wri tinge, like D:l.ck Howard. 2 , 

c:once;:-n- women• s.libera.tionists if,_th<)Y .... 

~~~;~~;~~l~)~;~~l~~;~::t~ ~u~~~burg. ~Mi ;o:::h~·~::e:::r~n f:h:o r;~::.~:n:t • 
.. _:f!lVo.id·, them: and. in. f~i _see more wit~ llfliiiN 

1

llindsigh~ 
:. '·'·C.'" 'at.· ~e. iime i'~ OCCurre~Ut 0 t~emburg' 'S CrUCial 

. , ~~ont~lbution to the theor.v b.nd pt"act:i.ce of. revolution . and 
'~ ' -

.''what' from -her .. experiences and· theories a:re essential in wor~ing 
., 

... : . ·.3J#zJ-"~~i~~ary theory for our own age. 
'.· ;·,_: ' 

·"',li ·'It :is i'imtastic that even someone as objective as No ttl:>. 

.. ;the author· of the most comprehensive biography of' 
.. ~uXeml;l~rgj;S:S t. HJWP?r"'' UMII · 1~ ·in the .. pror::ess of proving 
c-that I.uxemburg l:iuil t nc: system and though giving <full credit. . .. . 
. to·'the originality o:f t~e theory of .Accumulation of Calli tal . . . ,: 

· · • · .. ,.....,., er.title a¢ f the chapte~""-~-' 
" alectic:· as· a Caree1•' ehe :tirst develops her theory· against · · ! 

_ertheless, 2) end the.book .with· (p.?86) •• • 

f)..~A great deal more annoying in this down-playing of' 
Luxemburg as a 'theoretic-ian by male biographers who seem. 
very much to !Ja·ve monopolized the i'ield of' "Luxemburgism" is 
the New Lei't, who. certainly should have no I'' _pretense 
of thoeretical ·originality, as the whc.lo was very wall eummed . 
up by· Cohn-Bendi t wher;' he ssdd theory could be picked. up •;en . 
route". Yet here is Dick Howard with hie Selectel!Xlfl!1%Ings / ••• 
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!I \ '_i3 .. ~1:~_~;l ·. ·:; ·•· 1·' 

, · ,, -ll- \~W:L r·. 
\: . . _ ... _ ~'H~:t w~~~---
~. \l u(~:.----.h. . ~ ~-;.,;._:--_ 

- -- --- \'\ --"-- . (HI' 
-mor:e -signil'i_6ent. event· for this purpose than tha{!907 Lon.u;;;;--.:._, 

Congress·where· her epeeehea parallaled and often were pitted 
:~··.•., ,. !r 

:egsi~st 1•iwolut~.one.riqs .. of equal statu11e from Plekhanov to . 

· 'l'rotsky and from lilartov to Lerdn, 

·_____ ?Uilll with some not-do-su!Jtle !lisle chauvit!iam by 

· _, ?lckllanov reiJ.X'ing ita ha~d directly an.d evasivenes" from the 

,.,...w--;~;·~.-~1;~~ .. ~~~1)~-.:,:"''::;ii ~~~~~~~~~ftf~~-~~~~~j~~~~.: .· -- :-::·-: _,,_.~''" ·. :~,c~.:}i;(_'~' ....• :··. __ r:&~M~~-
no a'll~unt o:f "pro.Sf~ of, h~t~-. L~~e~7;~:< 

as_ one·_ can el!Dini'lllte. the :fact that-. ( 1). _.,,.- ''. ·' ,; 
~117ffi?~~,¥.~tr,;\~;!i£A;~y·~,~re _ .. _ --~ .:-.-·::·---... ::-<- ·:-->- --·>.-:-: ·.---~ ;~:-:.~;.;:2~: ~ separated.',· ~nd(2); :tiexar~'Hlli!X the. break came about ' , '·'h 

~~:~\;~?.!f':~::;:;~~,,7~~:' th~; a·cii~d a~ -on~ in an ai.r..:~- mor~ ~poria~t objectiVe . :/T:l\ 
~;;'!(;,)·,~~~~1_1~.:·"',·-' .. .· 'r'~~~i~tion itel.i'': __ ;aftHr the Fol~ali )'~t~ g~e~~ ' 
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a:mere 100 to ;o, ooo, after they were ·iJJipflsoned. ·,, . 

·<t·' 
. . Here is what·did happen, Jogiches had gc>ne to Polapd 

·o'at. the outbreak of the RuP.sian revolution, and was most active 

there. But evidently he was r,cit encouraging Luxeinbur~; to leave _ . .. ' .. 

Ger.many. The Germ.an comrades, in turn, likewise were expressing 

· ·-·the gr~ai: danger shP. would. encounter and as if 'that were not 

enough ale~ stresaing that those dangers would 'be especially. 

·harmful to her a6 woman; All of this led to Luxemburg getting 

on a train and te:tegraphing Jogiches not an:y questions but 

the mere statemeJ1t("I'm arriving 2 pm ...... ) 

Once there, ;the whirlwind of activties was endless, There 

was nothing Luxemburg didn•t do from writing to talking to 

participating in strikes, .demonstratl.on!J, and organizational 

work, That is to say, the overnightgrowth of the Party further 



.,.·. 

. . ~ 

>, .. 
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'· 

convinced her th;.t org~bation, far frtJm liii%QX bping 

adminaiire.tiyi'J ·v..01·k was the o;tcome of· l'Aliution~y _theory, 

revclutional';,t continuity,- spontaneity of the masses, She 

·was, -indeed.,. to build. her whole new theory of, M·ass strike on 

. this ll~nJl4>'!X elemental c-utourst. At the srune time, being 
' ;-----

a courggeous woman; it wasn't only that the General Strike 

was becoming not just eco.nomic but political, but that H 

,. '. 

,, · was in fact. the rA~lUl!li!IX pr<ilogue to r~volution, itself, 

And it was +.he essence not just to write but to see. tha·~ 

it. get l'ublished and dietriblljf.!t!to. It was not. out of•. the ·. 

of 

· . ·· : · . . . 1 .·. H clear :Mt'wlth gun in hand to 
· .'.. . :for her tQ l!~f'f.Wi'i'!!Jji!IJ(any Pl.lblishez> who refuso;>d ' · .. ·· · ' . . - ' ' ' ' ' - - - . . . ( .. : .. , .. ~ 

pr,int_ he_r _stat<Jment. that ~ey had batt~: _ -·~~;j 

~e h~d written, . ;: -~· .. ·;··~ 
tt.is'activity_ certainly erased a,ny ........ 'i:iiii":·)0l 

"""'" <b. :::;::.:· .. ~~:::~~~::::::~:.· ;:: ::, : ;;:_.:.l .•. ~_,_!i 
.··:w~re_ imprisoned·; She happaned to ?J!n.,.ry.x» have been. re- _ .. 

ieae.ed earlier than Jo;'!;ichea. When she came out ~f "Orison she :j~ 
~ro,ce~Jchre~tl~ to . .W.t Ku*ola, l'inland, to meet with tho -·~j 
Bolsheviks -- Lenin, Zinoviev, 

· tensive d~scussion of the revolution 

-- for v~ry. in- -· 
·~ . 

and they • ._., indeed, 

ReA eye to eye on the revolution. And· each proceeded to 

single out what they considered .the greatest 'abhieve.ment ·and· 

what would become ground for future revolutions. I;t: was in . 
cr&ated her concept 

these heady circumstances and company that she ~lllCJIX:tMIIX 

It was this period of her greates·t 

achievments both ~.n an actual revolution and a theory of·. 

revolution and· new relations with the Bolsheviks (the Polish 

Party joined the Bolsheviks in 1906) ------ 1~65 
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· .&nl Luxerifburg, ·c:lnra Zetkin, Angela Balabantl\fa, Alexandra 
' 'Kol:~tai, not only mot as pP.rt of the congress. :;r-nr~ 

.Thel910 to~lJ yee.ra, ,just when she broke with JC«%llll)tJXX 

· Kautaky and even lel't t!:le JW,l'ty . 3CI!001 for K9Veral intantsive 

. ·. cam~igns. on ~rurrrage, she WI!-" defir.i tely involved l.n . ' 

··aotivi ties around women, As she· expressed it to Louise-

Kautsky in a letter 'Aug, · i911 (:Utters to LK p, · 164) a" Are 
--~·;_.-:;;•-.. 

you' going .to the Women• a Conferen<:>e? Just' imagine, I have 

.:.ll•ecomte B:. ::'eminlstl I receiyed a credential for the Congress~~;.· 

~~W~;,~;i~S,;¥,~,:'=.~~::::·~:~9:te••er>c"· to the International wom'en ·.,s,,-r.D-;;a•y;,,·,A __ lr;;·.,k 

... ·J9 ' .• l.9ii; ·'ar:~. wi ?~~~!!~~Ed :1.;;;~) 
: ·••m• ab.~ve' all, her_ ·m~Uty· le't:'t!!"""rllt'O"'~~~i¥~~ • 

• ,, .... ,,,, .. ,._. . .concer.n with HilliUIIIXX the "woman 
·,, .·. ·. "r . . . ·,., . _-,:· ·;:._ 
• .. ··~· •. ·; ... · •. :';: j .. • :· •• i . 

. quest:t:on", ·whether oz: not she was .conscious of it,· .. ':The ino2t' 

. - .'ex6;~~~ ~:!' ~1--: aiid. 1:!;' ~ that' which shows her wide i-e~ding< 
·<o~~r'm~y,,miiliy years" -• is in the lettll.r to ~ilc:la Wum• . 

-· .. ·~·,· ., .. · ·( . , . ; l'le.>~J.J_;:.w . 

. . ! . swear to :you, let me -once get out of prison and I shall 

. hunt and disperse your company o£ singing toads with. trumpe_t, 

whips and 'bloodhounds -- I wanted to say like l'enthesile~, b~t· 
.. then by God you are no Achille!). Had eno.ugh o£ my New Year• s 

. \' 

·.greeting? Then se.e to it that you remain a human being; To 

be human is ·the ma.in.thing, 'and tl;lat means to be strong and 

clear and of good. cheer in spite and because of everything, for 

tears are the preoccupation of weakness, To be human means: 
' 

throwing ones' life 'one the acales of destiny' if need be •.• ," 

·* 
(see next p~.ge) 14766 
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~0?< ;:- ;:· -- ·::~~irl;;_e;;~; ::c:::: :::i:::d ~:r:: • ;o:~~;n:o:::~:::~ 
v: aisted /even 'thoug!Jt ,she was alvm.ys aubordi_natinff. it to revolu

., .. 

,•.· 

: 

. ·. tiort, ~.X ·~lf'en she' cacie to Switzerland atl'li the 

discu~slon Iii . ainorii ";;ocialists ~A~oth on Babel's ]'loman_ 

iand Socia~· arr.d Engels' Origin o:f the Family as well as 

· ,. great e:.:C:iteliient over Ibt;en· e pltys; espee1ally Doll(~tflious§; 

She hnd met Clara· 
·~: i ,, .-.. :•; 

)nternational congress even before she. land<>d ·. ~1 
: -.' -i . . ., . . -. -;~)i~~i 

8 .• • · Though she adamantly refused ·to •be·,- ,.... ..,, 

\Hiii~:~~;A;'";,;~;;;<iili.•io:icil;e<r--tc>'w<Jm•a.n'' ~: work,·· ~t ·:-is.;;cl6~: from --h6; -let;~~~-s'· ~:--~~~i~~~~ 
~-~'Nz·~'Bii(~~~~~§~i,,'il~x' :val!Y.':~f~st}e~~i.~ tour· that she no~ only. ~s. wen~, ,, :.-:!.~~~ 

~-\~6·\ ... f•!;I~C,!~~~!.J:,l~~~;~·:~i':l:h •all. the ~:i ting.s on t~e Wcu.~n Q~eation, ~,\It : )· •,;.f!;i41 
.. clear ideas about it, Thus, in her •le·tter ·:·• ::"J,Jj; 

-. 

... ... :~:~ 
,., 

There is no doubt that whether it vias the revolution of 

. l90.5, which c:alled for full soclal anonomic and political 

~quality ~or women, or it was the sufage campa~g11 .in 1911-+2 · 

in Germany, or it was l1te1·ature, (she quotes Virginia Woolf .. ,) 

or her own ietters from prison, there is a great· deal to lear~ 

from hex·. on· the woman question iA? whi!:h she seemed to be least 

int~re "ted, How i'oc;lieh, therefore, to hear l:IIX a debate 

·-· 
'· '~ ; '•: ~ 

on the question 'that the ref<lr&nce tc the Amazon queeen, Pentheselia 

was not so much to the GreP.!: lec-end no to the modern play by 
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' ·: ~ . 
. ,, 

'i 

;· · ~t. dif.ference? ' 

. )loth aeliterature. -- and sho wae a f>raat .11 terary cri ti:c 

ae'l'iillt?r--i arid legend above all charnct"r, caure.geoua 

·'liberator·, that 'be ·1 t, t>onthealea· .of the Groeka or the ·moderns 

,or the'· great r.1ase sooblist women ;.._ and in the anti-war 
i 

ma.jot•ity , .. \' . ' .I 
moy~ment'in Gel"!!l~ny they were the '. 

·:. 

· ... 

.·, ·. ,.· 
, ... 

•', 

.. "" 
~ .. · 

·,-.:; 

,. ' 

_, .. 1.. 
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