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1. l'rOD itovol1lticnaey l!s.niou 
to Political GanGrene 

2. The Trotskyists and t~ Acerican Q;u.estion 

3. Tr.e Ll.:f'o of the Pa.rt;r 

4. :Solshevisr.1 and PerRonll.li ty 

Part II 

~ SITtL\.T!OJ! ·m Tllil FOUlt!m IllT!llitiTIOliAL 
(Pu~ II of the ?.osol11t1cn o_n the 
In~r.oatiolllll Si~.ation) 

2. Tllll 'llEYOLT OF TII!l WOIUt!l!IS Ail!l T!!E ?LIU! OF T!!E 
ll!!fHI .Ti'.ilt!~.LS (.ri.n answer to cOI1ra.des ·Yeo Wa~rl~ 

. ar.d J,G.Wright) . . 
-o:--- :ir • __ J'crast 

llo~z 

In 1942 the re11ctionary lll"s o:f the .Ar.!ericsn bourceoisio 
~:~ade it r.ocossaey :for Tl.•otok:;ist tendonuios in tho u.s. 
to di oaffil:.a.te orc;a.n~ ?.a. ti-,nally I'ror.J. t..'le. Fou,r.th In tar
national.. ~hat cannot l">ravcnt, ~lO\·tover, our :!.ntort~Jt· in
Trotsk:yis t iC!.eao a.r.d. the woo· 1n ~thlch t.'lese ara oxprossed. 
or~z~tionnlly llnd. politielllly. It iu in thla sense 
thllt 110 write hero o:£ the Fo11.'"th InternntioDBl. 
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From Revol11tionnrY ~!nrzisl!l to Politiccl Gt~ 

"Johnson-Forest" has now cade its final o.nd co;uplate break l'Titil 
\lhnt tl:.o Fourth Int~rnation:ll o'f' todcy stands for. 

We are leaving behind forever the ideas of those who todQy rep
resent Trotckyitom, tacir unsocialict, anti-p.roletr:.rinn practice and orE;iuliza
t!onal life. For years 't'te loyp.lly stood all this, bearing in mind constantly 
the interests of the =ovement ns ~ whole. Eut by now things have reached a stage · 
"'here l'e have to fly ·not only fro:::1 their dehu.":Wlized politics b~t from their 
social imorL".li ty nnd the personal degeneration and ruin to w:hich this movement 
is ilOll rapidly reducing IMmbers of· the organizetion, from ths most hl~l~ed· 

. and lo~experier.ced leaders and functionaries to rank and filers, old and new. 

We OYG··tt' pz~Ujr to ourualv·as and. R few here and. there in -the 
organization to lllElka clear as far es po:;si ble the r~D.sons for this drastic s_tep. 

The political dege:1eration of wMt not1 calls 1 tsel'£ Tl•otslcy'ism is 
widely lal.own. In·-her rece!lt letter; brea.'d.z:g ltith the !dens of those t1ho nOtf'; 
claim to represent Trotslcy1s politics, llr.tAJ.ia Trotsky S\1JDIIIed up these degener
ate poli'ticians in tile phrase 1'dehumnnized brutes." lfa· propose as .the result 
of nearly :tour years in ·the s.t:.~.,. to mclte thiG concr~te •. 

The· .. Fourth I!lternatio:UU. ha.o for nearly t\'tO decades s~bolized -the 
world revol.:ttionFU"y movement. Such a ru:oture as ,.,•e l"~vc cr\l"ried out requires 
sol.!le tt.'la.i.ysis of the' politicnl. bankrll!)tc~· of Trotsk?i's!:l.. l1e, being what we are, 
hn·;e made t!1ese ar.hl.yr.ea syetem~j:=;ally ovc.i" the lnct ~en yeRrs~. ~d-''mot~t r&:-- · 
contly in OU.':" docucent, .§'J;_eJ_s fe.pf ~ls:!l ~ t!orlO.' ::.~ey_l2}ution (S.tf.P. !htlletin 
#4·. Septr:t!ber 19_10). We EU"O nlco pu·ol"lahillf'_ in the preuent ~Ulletin (l) our 
reply to the• dvcu.OJJa.ct of lftll·de: a..'id l'lri:;ht., a::.d (2) a section ot our Jle.s.ola..tLQu 
.21! !!!!! l:U,Q_,~~£rn~ .~it~-:.U.rua. These documants hnd been handed over to the 
S .. ir!.?0 an~ 1tel"c a~·uli t~ne; ptilllication.' 

lte~haVe fo:rm~ly participt.ted in the discussion tllP.t took· place 
during the last pe:·iod. 0"'' pohtical discussion with t~ Fourth Interliational 
bas noW been- complEted,. What we havO to do D.ot1 is to desl}riDe htlw the "dahur:an-· 
ized brutes" who cc•u1d see in the bnrbnrism of StAlinism the ·rand to eoeiE.l.iem 
ha\•e pursuod the cnme doganerate politico in the life o:t' the pa;:ty e.nd in their 
c1m political personAl.! ties• ·· · · · · 

We call this document a');?. llal!!!!l'.!! -~'~ .9!!mPl~.!l.4- In 194?. when 
we le:f"t the W.P., we pub:!.ishad a Jll:i~D;-'·~-~ ~r:s~, danl.ing ost9~ta:L'b1y with the t·t.P. 
but in reality Mnlyaing the iden.e tl.L.d yract:i.ces of all who r.opresunted Trotoq. 
isc; at home 8.!ld nb:.;·ca:l, orga.!liznt1Jlle.lly f'.nd idcC'I:t.ogically. Now after_ nearly
four years in the S.lt .. ? •• we_ con complete the l!Bl;~ ~. 

What ""' hnvo to say is this: there is nothing to choose betuoen 
these two parties. One is her.ded towrds Menchovism, tha othor to1•ards S>alin-
1a~:~. Dut the basic co.uses of' thoir degeneZ:a.t:lon, tho proceanaa by wilich it hao 
de\"eloped, nnd tho ooncroto phenomena by which this la eXproaoed aro nbsolutely 
the same in botl: pnrtios. 
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Firmness an~ Instability in Lcndo~ohip 

~fo beG'in 'ltith. ono of t~le so-called. diviSions between tho s.W..P. 
and i'T.P., , which moat S. u.P. members f'lr:Jlt believe Gtill to be tho trut~ today-. r 
!:'he s.l'f.?. leaderohip boe.st-u eontinu.ousl;r o!' its firmr..asc, '\'thich it contraato 
'\'tit:1 tho i:r.stability of tho leado1·oh1p of t:l.e lf.P. ~1o shall sllo\.f exur.tl:t tho 
hollo~·r flctior.. that this so-called firmnoss io and heN instnbilit~, !lao become 
orgnnic ta t~10 politl.co of the S.lf.P. 

Since 1947 in The Invadinc Socialist SocietY we r~~ made clear 
our unal tcra ~lo op~osition to the politic;s of t-::.e Z'o'.l:.'th InterT.ationol and our 
distrunt of itoleader~hlp. ~y 1942 it was becomi~~ evident to us that individ
uals of -:!1e intorna.~lonal lc!'.dership, and otherS ,,~,o 1·1ere :oct a.ttac!1ed ore;acl.-. 
zo.ticnnlly biJ.t shared the same vict:ra, vere o.pp;:oaclliug n otate ·of politiCal. d.es
peratin:ol .. 

One of the s. W.P. leaders, a particl:larly strikinG •"""'Pl• of 
s.W.P. :firr.onoso·, first made us·· .. ,onder abOUt this fir:nness Oy rushing to ·tne 
position of" state Cnpi tali sm. as fa:r ·on.ck as ·Novemberl946.. Thfc wac a leap he 
mc."1.do o:r~tircly on hio ot-m,. Then durin.;; t!w C:iscust>ion· in prepnrnti,:.t for :lei'ini
tive d;ccicions in ·:;.~~_he-tin·:r.ec'i. up with a thesi"s· which Wa,i; ~ermeate"d ·.-:itlt de
fcati&tl f"or Ea.Stcin El..u-ope.. Challenged to c:'Plai:c ~b.&cseli' ~ could :tot do so• 
E:c, hO\mvor, co::tli t ted hJ.s vle',./S to '.-ll'itir .. g;. 

T!tis sam.e :Urn· one denounced the British -in Ghe· moot unbridled 
··teriils uhen they declared"that t::~ neW states in Eastern'·Eu.rop~· toJore ',_.iorkei"s1 

at?.. teo;. :Du.t ·-before· long ~0 toot: very .firmly tile very ·opposite vietl that these 
states in Z.C.:Jterr. 3u.r.ope Were ~ ... orkersl otates. · · 

Her.e obviously was a si{;Oi:ficant oxron:Ple .jf a well-kno•·m political 
tY,?e :- the _man t'~'\O is· ~esp~~ately_ determined to sot out "frOm. '"1here hG is. and 

·bou.nCoa froi:l.· side to sido, ·saCking a way ou~ .. AS.·!ol1~ as thiti is corif'ined ·to 
an indi~idu.al, ex.eeriencec";. ·cOinrades mer,ely note his i!.c.t:J.ons as lin i.ll?dc:e:tiion oi 
pro~'lD.ble. be~vi'?r.· in c.n.!f sel'"'ioUa cri"tical situatiou;. 

, :But thie:: c':lmrnd..-3 was no~ alone. Some :s·ritisb. comr'ldes in· the 
period be!'ore d.e'!initi....-a 1lec~ nio!I.G in 1948 reached· to t~e \ery ver&'O of ··ctate 
capitalism and de:f•)n.:~:'l.:m.; :I!h·::;' t.i1en st'/W!g l""ig;~.t ~aek to t~e other ci.de and 
tool: the nositior.. ~!:...T: .:;~n,litd.3Ll ·.or..\s r.mkin~ the revolu.tion.. This far some of 
thE::m ·was ;.erely tile Cri~~ t_o t:1e So--:ial·'...De:noCra.Cr in 3ngla.nd. 

3ut the -v·ery h~~ost... leado.;-_s!lil? of tho +nterno.tional ioll();1ed a 
smilar pat\ern. Tile lh·iiish CO!!Il"ados COI:Iplal.n bitterl;r to t:ti.s day t:i.~t be~ere 
definitive dOcisionS ir. 1~48, tl:e;r had· ar:-i·.~€d at an understandinG· ttit:1 .t~1o· 
hig.'leet leadershi!? of the In~e":'r..a.tiol'lal. in regard to t~& mi'bst.itutio:c of· a.o.:.. 
feetioo ior def'ensism.. One of ou.r f!'ic:l6.o in Europe at t:te titne a.ctr..l.lly \"li"t'eC. 
.~o us to !:told up our documents until further notice beca,:.s.e of Proba~ale ~gos 

. 'rthicfl. could not .be "defined :tJrecisely Oecauso the~~ were :-lot writ ton do\-:ri"bit 
whic.~ seemed to indl cate. a reversal i:··. t!le, llOS! tion_ of the In~erna.ti~Jk"ll. 

Finally, •,.then the firOt draft of a resoluttoh on the. RU.soia:D. 
Q;u.e1&tion appeare.d i;~ tho preaE in tho United States, itotlefeatist tc:n:d.e:ocieo 
wero such a.a to create co:-.J:'usion and resentment in t:"la S.'if . .P~ ·It hncl ~o -bo 
cbatlt;.""9d. This samo lnternationnl leadornhip we soon·violcn·tly·o;\ t! .. ~e r~ to 
pro-Sta.l.ial.GI:\. On'o o:J: the moot lor.g.«indod and interminable scribblersi»· t:10 

.. International '"'"rca~ to nbondon at tho ~cip of a hD.t tho mont !:und.smelltBl 

.basin of T;•otek;rl.sn t:'!.'l.t nntionaliood property is w. i:lfalliblo sign of & · ·· 

· ""·:l"ko~s• state. 
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. _,_ _. . : . . .... ·~· . ". i .>;::;;:, 
Orsonization'Followe !'olitics · : ::·.·: 

Marxists chrtnge ancl have to chll]:j,~d their ''iews c()ntinually'o · ··Dut-. '( ·I 
this type of rushins. froc one .side to another 1n order at nll c9sto t.o move.:froa. :. · .\.j' 
where one is,' .creates diotrwit in aey eerious J!Olitical ob.server. All. did riot 
beha~·e th1R way; 0!!.~ tJ! th~m, · f'or e!:~le, Gr.Cc. it as his .special· taok to ... · · t 
preserve the 11 ter:U her1teca of Trotsky a:!d he followa · the line to the bitter 
end, These othero obviously could not be trusted. 

We saw this an~ drew ~ur o~m conclusions as to the vcunted stabil
ity and fircness of thin type. We !:new t~ec too >lOll in the W.?. not to recogn~:e 
them. We mo.':la th~ m1sts1te of trustine: too !:IUch to .the one whose wholo·.past seel;l~d; 
to re~ove hie froo hyat~ria •. His reaction to-the Dritish-was hn:ah enough •. ~biB 
sort of t~t!€, he caid, !las to be burnt out of oar r~ovecent with a red~hot iron. 
we felt a certain confidence. 

.. 
' l 
; l 
.:.·;:!' ,.,, 

Thor~ were other signs. Not ~,,rely ChiC!lgO but practioe.ily til~.. .. .. j 
whole of ·th~ Polit:lcnl Coi!ltlitte8 ·except ourse~ves 'tms leaning towar4s Walla~e. · .;:' 
Their leader pulled thet! back sharply, Th;.o·he·i:,d to .do thio >rasa bad.s~sn.: :<<<?· 

• . .. . ·' . .. • .. ~-- _-,..~-~-'"''· •.•--;:11 

!l'he ·'very ma:mer in whicb the inv:inatil}nal leader raced·. the".>._:~ -,~-~-.~~---~5:;.;:;:/~:~~~~ 
·Iute~nati. onal. wi.th his new views on St. Etlinism ilidicatod fre.nzy.e.n:l· hys. tE>ria. ·.··.'11··· o~ .. :. " ... ;:.·;;';!..': .. OLe had aey wanins l!:ld h1a sudden publ1cnt1on of his v:1ews threw the Interl!lltiO~~:;·;..:.; 
into :disor~er .mld rai~ed bitter reaentr'lent in Ne\'I York. . . .. : . · ·,-· _·. :-·-.:•:,-t~:··,_·_:1:J~-Y.<r~?~·: . 

. : . ' ·.. .; ' . ' .... ' .- ., ';: ·. ;~ ':'.-->·;:_ . .. _ .. _•.;-~~~~~::.~:-::-. 
· · · · . It is. to be noted that tll8 hi~heot leader-:O£·. ihS S•lf~!~ ~~e:q :. ~ ·:·~- ,i·:il:'..::·~;;J~.1 

riot OJlera.te in this wny. li& muSt have observed these Aie,:r.~,a. He was'powerl~as.tof;~; .\'';}?.~ 
chec!t tham. . , ~ ; ; . 't."', ~ ... "' 

' ' ,_.,.,,, ",....,.':'"' 
• 0 \ ' ' :i--.f~= 

He soueh~ to temporize on the' Eaotern Eu.r-:>pe question. :BU:t. those.:::~ '·~:-:;1~ 
nez:y_ous nnd unst'l.bl.e le11ders forced his henri. Here (as elsewhere) it became· clesr.:-:;i~~.X·. 
'that he cantoot. co.ntrol thee aey lonser. .An:t"ho caiD:ot. oontrol i.hec .. a.. ·\la'0d1~:;;1n~;~.n.;~.:z.'il 
the :iallaoo (\Ueatl:on because he has no lino opposl te to thel.re. For whBt 'the;y'"did "'v'J;~~ 
from political instno111ty he found hicself cCJ:1:lellad to do from political ·n~al3e-~t,~,:'\>,' 
sity. 'When the first docUJ:lents -siving the new ideas arrived in t"ew York, they- , ~i~·~;_ 
thrB\'1 the American leadership into fury. The S.W.'i~. lenderahip declar~~~ .No\ ., ; ",::}~<7:;.;:~~1 
workers • state w1 thout prolt11tar1an revolution. !lut .niter a few months the le~;- , ~ 1 : .. ~\',7. 
turned over nnd Joined what he had attacked as be1ng the .rond to roJ.n. , , · .. ' ' · · 1 ;: J 

. ' .- ' . ' .' ' ' ' . '· '.\ ... _··-~·: };.:.:J 
Personal psychology ~ere, as iuw<\VB in SE!rious lJOlitic~•- fB.aee, -~~~~ ;. _.:-.-~~~1)i 

the baok:sround,· All o£ thea for tlteir ~o.rious reaoons wore OOI:lpel~od to follow. ·.;,: ::.;::';,;\ 
in .the end the .sar.e political line, And the srontost. political crice of.all;hnD' .. ·,: •. .;;:] 
been coll!t1lttod as always bY, thil. ctiet serious Jloli ticinll iu:lons them; For. his'.:, ·: ·:::.:;;'}.1',1 
co.tivation vas undoubtedly to hold his pnrty toget.her. l{o eaorificed political :·.--· ;;.,;.:~.-~ 
pr~nciple for tho soke of the orgonhntion. !!'hero is n word for thia 1n pcl1~i_oiljf~:.'<i'f 
it is cliqllibLl. Abern wao n, cl1qu1st in 1940 and rep~ntod.- this pr .. n.ct.ice i'l .t. h. e. ·.: •. , ;. ;,:<:';l 
W.P. This 1e the reason why the t.endency borrowed. tho nnce of Jghason,, t.¥ ~nl;y::·.:·:>.c\l-1 
interll<\tional figure who, thoush outside. the political oovecent·, after .. Tr~tsk;ylc:: :.'~:· •.?il! 
de~>th. a;yt:bolized implaoabls, hooUl1 ty to Stnlin1eu,. 1 t l.a 'th1o which mde tlui· '. ',·</r\{t,,:! 
tendeno;y aRll itoelf 11Johnson-Foreotll but never "Ab•rn"; (llld ·.it io ·f.cr thta:re.r;r.:;,~,:'.;','!;';.:~ 
cl1q11iaa thnt we hnd to toko th\1 ini ti!ltive and. cut him off. in ·1946. ()'.uo;· ·' : .. : .. r::~:,:;~'->;1 
eltperience. in the W,P. particularly snabled us to unde.rstMd· these pe.op;e• v.el'f:i ·::iX;''-~:)1 

well.. . : .· , . . .· .' / ·, ' :.>,' )~' ·'~':;~i~\~~~J 
!l'heae. are the lendera l!hO tnlk about f1r.ane~a~ b.vao!ll"!Uoi;,:;~;;~·;}!fl?:': 

leaps t~oa aide,' to olde ot Shaohti:>o.n and tho Shacht~tes' ,l:lare thai~ d:l:,r~~-~2:; :;:~;r.f;.:%'1 

__ ... ·.· 
' -.-: 

' ' ' 1442'"~!1:'l·'j \ ::_" __ , .. -~·;3:;·.i-r~'/·-:)~.;~-:~~t{~~~~~±l 
·- -: .---.~~::- .·:-· }-).·~·-·:-.-:~7-~lt"~:::~z.n'4i'7-..,. 

• 

/ 
'f 
i 



L .: 
' 

i· 
• f 
; " 

i: ~-
) ._., .. 

L 
I, 

{,._: 

r 
(. , . . 

! 

. - ' . 

' .... .,.. ~ ... - --- :::-:···, . 

counterpart in the parallel behavior of thB le~d•i!ll of .thB s.w.r. 

. Orc!lll~zr.ti.on fol:towo po:t.itice. ·We nO\It i:nO,., _t~l\t tmY crl~~" · 
carried out by the l'enders)ll.p are certe.in of the J:>rotooUon of the o10st highly 
placed. He OI'.ly' lena_s hia ·gr'eA.~er wis:~ou'and,_o.x:-ar1cnce tq cirisitlt them t_o cSrey 
out more 'capnbly the degenerate ';goliUco · imd orcmiizntional prr.ctioes to·· which 
;they are. irresistibly driven, .' · ·· .. 

1 
• • , • • • • 

The s. W,l', is tho li.l'. OVer Af,ain 

We wrote i>: the l4!Jnnco illl§et: 

u The lt.~. l~no no policy. neither en the· charncter of'the e;.och 
·no_r o_n the ne.ture of the .Stalinist pnrties nor en Americt>.n rerspectives nor o~ 
the Negro question. !there is cooplete ldel:l0crnc;r1 - a tJerfect ~».:e!J.Ple of a 
deoocratic jungle. nut in politics at a given co~nt it is necensr~y·to ear 
somethinc aecisi'Ve. The .partY' leilrns then froo S~c.httlD!l. what the line is nnd 
in its uncertainty nnd confuSion z:n:.st follow. Dellind ·alJ, the nnlli'chis.tic freec".on 

- ~~f apeech .the One sol:!.d i>Oli tical rerui ty. is Siuo.chtt!l\n! S 'political .rasponae at (;1 
· civen cement to politicril p.cd org~zntionril pressure by'whi~h he decides _the 

J!Oll. tical Una for today, The result 1a the lender princi:!Jle (lild· clique poli tioa 
. oarritld to an extrame degl'ee,11 (p.l8) 

r · !rl:.e S.w.P •. hEm .riO\'r·ar~ived at the spJ:Ie sitUatiOn~ ~heir.attS.ch..:. 
cent: to the ·ort;tUlization in arid for. 1 t•elf irrespective of roll. tics or ;Prlnciplei 

. :. 
;:",. 

cqnduct is· _ell'. that .. ~:ittal's •. ·.lf~.t iG ·Stall.p.is.m, Wlll~t io Titoir.c,. whnt is .a·. ,. , . 
,cent'rra.~ parr.y,,nobod;r knows,· At a .:;ivan nocent .the.leader docides (lild .. ~hB· rest .. . , , 
fOlloW. . . . .-,. · ~:;· f'-.~-

·::- ··-·; ~ \ '. ' 
'"~-~ '(i·.-:~~ We, enid oi:. thB W,P, in the ~.!!_.Shoej:: 

~ · • . 11As_ ·the pa·t.ty-'b0urgeo1s ·deco.crats or· all -~triz)es soek. to, prOtect ,. 
',the.:.d.f:!~OCr~Y; ·a::: .. el-3ct1ons and vot.es·· _i·ii a __ ~l~_id goin!~ to_ p1cc_eo.,

1 
a_l)_·:tha;~peol;;t~ 

· --bO\ll'l!1eoia 'revolut1or"ries ·seek :frailti'cnlly to ·praservc d.E!mo_crR.tic_al~ tlieiZ. · 
· \: vi?wa=·,Euld-.thair -~1d(i6log~ca~.'-life. • ~¥a 'f'or- th,lo 'is· .th~ "prirtY. n ·:: · : __ ;. __ . :~ ~ 

.... ·-. _'flie ·s. W.P .. · hAs n9_w .renqh9ci tho S':!:Je st,.gq~ . ~e · se.ine ·c1~q¢:S_z:i, ·' 
the eBnle endless l\1~cussion of 'idlio:Lo,;ical differe.,ceo;: the · sru::9 Willill(;lleae ·to 
ngrae:.to dteairoa ...,.: all theue· ,ol1"""=ed the retror,reseior.ist · T>Olitios of· tile If.!', .. 

. !rhese are_ n01t present .in fUll fOl"CO 1ri the S.W.i~. AnC:.1 fl.B nlWays, this is called 
democrnoy. · · 

·. •· · . . . !rhe obJecti:ve r~o.ta. of the degeneration ,;re the ""''"·· :ri"sicSJ.:iy • 
·the world. Situation tod8y is ·thnt there are two great ::~acaec oi' 9n:i>it!ll:collij>atino;' . 
'tor world castery, the U,S;A; and.' tho U,S,S,R, El\c:h Oi' these }.as ite OWn lelior . · 
bureauCr.e.cy:' th13 one, the. Sociei .... D~J:lOo'racy,' the other·, 'stalini'sC:. .s~volU:tio'Jill:l'T .. -
l>olitio.• cust. oppose~ froc the ')>asia of the revolutionary proletnrint or ~· ' 
oontlnually dre.>m in one c\ireotioil or nncther, .. · · · 

·/ . . . . ' 

' · Wa shall ohcw thai; nei,t)l.er ·the·s,w.l'. nor tho \r,P; seos thB 
p>:oletarinn 'revolution in the u,s. •. e,s ·a_realisti~ possibill.t;r; H~nco .~ach . , . 

··ca.r>i tUlntas ·to the .lf\bOr bu~bnuol'ccy, ,.the. one 11), .. the' fora of. :leutherisn' ilnd:the · 
other in the forr:i of Stalinion. The w;p; tries 'til b'uilc\ the 'tioliUciiill;i' . •:• ':· · 
orslinhed labor r::ovQcent nround Reuther ns nn crena in whioh it cnn itork· mid-·" · • · ~--

. gzo·ow, . 48 .loll!: B$ ~t. is .. r,iv~n. tn,o ~hnnQe. t~ ,mak•1olid deelnrationo of principle,· '' ·,:' _. ~ 
it wn1 work :ror :a.eu~)lOr·:~r, Jdi!l. B!lY. op~>o,aition,etrom; enoush, . !rhe. s,w,p, .in: .·o ·:, -

( ~ : ' ' 

. __ ,,.; 

: . 

: . 

•:: _,· '·'- . ~···· ... '. .. .. '.-· ..... '. -· ' ', ·"··~._·~· ··.:~_:'~----.{~.--: .. -f.-;.~~-0;.' 
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1 ts own ephere does uactl.y the """'~· It coeks in the r,rolrl.ng power of Stalin1om 
"elbow ro'""" in which to :fimt a placo :for l.tself. r.t will join >ritl> Titohm 
which seems able to offer so~ base, The politic~~ tendencies we hnva long ago 
defined.. The conc:rete syoptous are nc,·r nnd in their wsy ecnclusive. 

In the llaJ.ance Sheet we fnsisted on p•c• after paee that the 
daseneration of tho W ,p, wns due to its incapacity to j)OB~ !£ .llfill the revb
llltiO!l in the United Statec. lJ11t we insiste:l !roc tl:.e :fh•st z:o;;e to the last 
that this wae an experience of 1nt&rnational eit;niiicance. Section VII., 1)886 
26, we entitled •Leesons o:f.the ~erican Exper~ence for the Internntional," We 
wrote: "The French MaJority and the llritish l'.a,jority ohow too JJBllY signs of 
beginning in 1947 whore. the. W.P• l:er,e.n in 1939• It is not sugr,ested that they 
cust inevitably folloW' the sa.cie courGe.. :Ju.t the Johnson-Forest tendency can 
speak with eseurance of thio. If they 'do not c!lll a halt, b11t p11reue the lit:e 
to the end, their degeneration· ar.d b!Ulkrllptcy will be .1:10re ewirt !'Jld COm:Plete 
tlum t.be degeneration B.lld bankruptcy of the W.P," 

We repeated over and over aGain the pbra.oa: 1~Pe Te .Fabula · 
Narratur, n i.o. this story ia UeiDG told in reality about you. ·We 1!1eant to eayt 
We ere talking abo11t the ·w.P., bllt you .are goiilJI the oao:e wrcy-. 

. . 
In our r.isol11tion of. 1948 "" wrote: '. 

"T!>e World Co,..ress 11111 fnil to p,chieve its ele::!Ontilry ta.ika 1f 
i·t doe_b not r.Qcogni-ze that t,.,o dan(;eroua tendencies have penetrated. doe~ into 
the Int<rnational, ·One t"ndoncy represented by the 'I,ii:,D, i!.nd the ShachtcB!l3.tea 
wavers continoUsly between the proleterii!.n revoilltion an<l nn ~::J.Illici t I!Snshirdac, 
The other, represented by the present Frencn V~nority (Geoffroy Tendency)w&vera 
contin11ously .bett~een· the proletarian ··revolution nnd SteJ.i.niso, · !!rAe orgiin1zet1o,.. 
al' strer.gth- of th~oe tendencieS 'is of i.li:iOr oigrJ.fic:mcs. Ir.. the" United. States 
tte revolutio~.r I:love::.6nt -over tha .. Ye.A.re htis l!luffere<!' repeA.te,fblOwa·f'rom the:· 
conotant pene_tration into i.ts r8nks qf. the. tho.~ry of Anet•iccm: exceptionalism. 
~'11~ COClJ?lete diBa.rpenrai:oe from the scene .Of the W~P.' ·.-;oUl.d -not·. doerGABB, •'it . 
coUld increase, 'the dangOr of this_ tentfency in ~sbuiSed :rOrrt. Thns~ 'tEtndunciea 
represent n ;;;rea~ potential deJII!er because they p.re tlte refloction within the · 

, revolUtionary moyenent of the bn:sio forCes of the eountsr~reyolU.tion;.· Tho oD8. 
tendency roflectci' the. power of Acari can it~perialisc, tho· other the power· of · 
St!llinist Ruesia, The one tandi,,;o,y is r~!racted directly into the l!lbor lnoveiliSnt 
thr011gh the Social-Decocruoy, the other through the S'.:alinist parties, Jl.11t in' . 
the revolutionary movecent, both these :forces are 11nited in ·a eo:llllon fwldllmeiltD.l 
prer:d:ae. - t·heir sceptio1sa and pessin1sm or, the c0pncity o:r the· prolet.eriat to 
achieve the 1nternatio'¥1+ socialis1i orde:r, sole solutio!' to the 11niveraal ·crisis 
e.nd 'the i:lost immediate needs of the inasseo~ ·it io the strUf'.o;le PenillDt these • · • 
tendencies around which the World Congress mat revol"fe;" ' ' 

, 0 •o • 0 ••• 

1re noceptad the guiden'cs of the MoVement with o,;,. ey~a' open. . Wo 
be offeneivb in tone l>•>t .we were absol11taly clear, · · · tried not to . •. . 

• ·· J'rom this' 1novitable det::eneration We· excluded the .e.W.P. We 
prai~ed OlllliiOnls l!!LCon1ng ;\perigan llevolqtion~ lie Q.Uotod from it, Ye W1'oto: 
"!!!hat is the k<Y' to the past, the present and tho fUt11re of the American l:m'e. .< 
ment." (-p, 2;3) · · · ·· · · · · ··· · 

• 'I o • • • 

Dut tha~ turned o11t to be a flash in·the pan. !!!he degeneration 
1s now Col:lplate, tho \(;p, to Menshevism an<l the s. w.P. to Stalin1om. The .. 
ooncrgte phenome:m ot degeneration are the sama in both partioo, Thio 'W8 sball 
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trace to tbe end. 
'· 

Juat au t:>e W,P, pl.,.s' with tho Sorll.al,.Decocr~cy, wh!le deno1.m0l1ng 
Amer1cen imperialietl ancl the ln.bor bureaucracy. the s.Wt;P. J.1lAYs with thll Stal-
inist part1as, while denouncing the Russia bureaucracy. and thu Coi:!mnist: pB%'-' 
ties, Lut ""' we loo!c cloaely o.t both theoe unprincipled maneuverers, it becomoo 
cleBl" that. tlle s.w.P. is 1nf1n1tel~p worse. ·'Their eo-cnlled defense of Russin. is 
th" moat shRtle:f'u.l and UIU:lit1cate<! d1shoJiostY. we hn.ve eve1• seen o1"1leard' of in 
the revolutionary movencnt. Daf8nt\e: of s. wrke1·s t stRte Or n col;oriial. country 
ca>Tieo >11th it certnin olear-cut e.nd very serious obligations. These ~pocrit
ical ecounllrl'lle h.-"lV6 leC B. whole ::nve::ent to d1se.ster, ruined tharl&91';'es and 
thcusnnde of rcvol~~ionoriea, beeoirched the prir.c1ples for whioh ~rotsky.tought 
ell hl.e life, .all in t;;o rm::.o of. the defense of iiussie. ""d. no1t that the chipn 
are down. they s:qi:.ir"1~ out· of· the concrete stepo in '\oThicb they OutJht to c~uonte 
the pArt~ to carr~ out ito tasks, In tho V.P. at AnT rate there are soma who 
come boldly out tor their counter-revolutio~·pro.icperinlis~po•ition, Du~ 
in the S.W,l'. aDd. the w:hole :ii'ourth Intorn.e.Uor.al, dsaplte discreet but repeated 
proddings on our ~art, the~e 1s a co~n understnnding to tsrio~e and ropu~ate 
and forget nbout the pfactlcPX consequencee of their a~saion position. ~his is 
the way to r~n not only you>-celvos but nll the. young people who .coce enger to 
learn principled pOlitics·and rendf to sacrifice t!-.easelve~. We are lesving 
t!~o school or dsceit, of falsification and of calculated dis~~nesty in this 

· coet oerious of political policies, : 

·' The Pot ii:D.d the Xettle ., 

. Wa are :f'ln1sbe4 !or good IUid all >rith that which now cail,a lts"elt · 
~rots!cyisc. We"ere not :f'nrcing a tiil.rd ~ohkyl.'st· tendency in the United Stateo, 
!rhe two ext sting· kl,nt, .. typified b~ Ctinnon and Shaobt0«11· are in· tbeiz:. ve~ ea~ence 
one, It io the wi>rld struggle of the two. great caosea of C!!lpi tnl in Amer1cB end. 
llu•liia wh/.ali keeps these two wingo ot Troteleyl.sc apart troc each otbe!;. toc!<Qr, 
!!either baoes itself on. the. opposition ot the prolete.riat .to aapitnliat barbarlsa 
which va ll&ve analysed and O..tal.led so oaretully, . Doth want sotl8 1ntened19te 
Stllge, S0t1S helping hand frOD B section Of'tbe labor b~eaucracy,: until they c~ 
e:rlve nt the head of the """'sea, The II.P, ehoao the l!llre recently expanded: · 
labor 'bureaucracy developed in the C.I.O, end in the llritl.sh lBbOr, Of't'lcl.~dom, 
!!'be S,li.I'., gunrd1ne,·old .. trnd1t1ona, chose the conquests of the Staltnl.et · 
bureaucracy, They are llllllble t.o give up bankrupt political positions beoe.uae 
thia invclvos not ideas, but a COnceptiOn ot themoelves, ·of their OWfl role; Of 
the gaps ln the tiocinl crisis ·which· they Upeot to fill. Note hOlt ~he V.~, 
,jucped at the Opportuni t~ ~0 do SOlOS propasondiattc an:\· Or(l:mlza~ional. 110rJi. for 
Reuther; note tho s.w.?. 1s'pn.uting ent;erneaa to eo the sam43 for·~ito. Howe and 
Vidick justii'T thio b~ s¢ni: 'that Reuther 1o an uni'iniehs~. pereonAlity •. ~e 
s.w.P •. bnees ito politico on tho view thnt ~ito's pereonol~ty ie als9 unt!nlshed 
aud 1 t looks aacerl~ at Mo.o for .. arills in his, !!'be acc•ioin,; fil!Giiro .. polntpd 
at each othe:r nro that Of e. man lookinG at his ow it111ge in e. tol.rror, 'That th'a 
s.w.P. and W.l'. CIWlOt ·Uve 'w1tb:·se.oh Qtbor is leas signifioant than t))eir 
cocp!lt&bill. ty w1 th sections ot 'the labor buree.ucracy. !!'be crY,ng' .shal:io ot: tile 
v:hole buainosa 1e that neither 't>ureaucracy has the nllt:htsst use for tbsse. . 
unr>rinqipl~.c1 fl'M..,.,nte who hAve Juet' eno'U£h ,t>rinol.ple and P!l•t to pre.,ant thon 
mald.ll!> ·~h.'! full steps, · :loth are doomec!, . . · ' . . . . . . . ' .. . 

!!'be ~>bnr.docment of the proletariat implicit ln iho .~~e.politlcns 
is now absolutely explicit, !!'he S.W.?, refused to bear the ~lng signata, not'' 
ot •Jolmoon-Forest11 but of: the Amez:!can proletariat, which retuse.d tp.;baoome the 
lenot l>~t.~nterosted or ~nthused. "bGut· the n!sa•\vontlU'oa of ~ito ln tl'e,wrld 
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divided by ,Tr\lr.IM 'nnd Stn.lin. ~he ~~~~;Cutheritantr, the~. the~ Repu'blig, _ 
the Dritiah l'!lr'!i.gn M1&1stry- nll theoa who wcrl3 denounoed week ntte? yee:C in 
tho M111ttmt .-.. boea.ca quite nnturally bettor ~ritoiats than the S.W.P. !rh~ 
FoUrth prOelniced thnt tho YucoslaviBn evcnto would·dc for it what the Russian 
l!evolut1on did for tho 'l)hird, Instead it aerv.ed to te1ir the heart out of tho 
confidence and loyalty of these revolutionists towar<\ their ow leaders!lip and 
or&lUlization. . 

Only a summer agQ the besi cadres of the S.W,P. wer~ to be prepared 
to embark for Yugoslavia, '])hey nevor .went. Dut tho S.W.P. lost ite clasp 
moor!neA in tlie process. Flirtations with tho' cOunter-'revolutionnry labor 
bureaucracy arB paid for heavily in tho preoont stage of the ·•orld crioie. 
Nobody bothers to ask vb;y tho gre11.~ Yugoolav revolution has so abruptly Bncl 
eoq>li>:tely disoppeared from the pei;es of tho. Militant because it io manifest 
tbat ·no enewor 1a poeaible; · The decoral!Zation of both ranks and le,.de>•a thus 
becomos united SG one complete-pro~as. If it ·is ·neceJJsary ifo know neg:jtively 
what tho Tito experience has meant. to the American proletariat it is necessary 
only to look. at. the s. W.P, This Will constitute a very brief chapter in ''The 
Struggle for .the Proletarian Party that is yet to be wri'tten;, ; .. --

'])he oaly iliternational .l'oft to Shachtman is. that of tho labor 
advisers of tho .AI::ari'Jall State. Departc•nt. ·'])bat the W.PI cannot 4oin thEll1J 18 
through &O fault of ita own, The only internationnl. left to the s. W.P. is. that 
of Mao and Tito. That the s.w.P. is not includod among theoe is not. from look 
.of tryill;';. llhen !!!ito hi,i:!self is not avnilable, 'it Will etll'bace the smaller 
ve4"sion - O, J9hn Bo;:se, foroer u.s. District. Attorney, Stalinist Attorney, _end 
now 'l)itoiat attorney, For. ;years the W.P •. wept .bitter. tenrs denying respo!'aibil
ity for Durnharl. '])he s.W.P. can now disclB.io responsibility for.Rogge. _Dui: .the 
organic nature of al~a politi~e is reveal~d precisely in such situat~ons, 

w; wrota' in our pplitioal resOlution for the Fourth that the 
Stalinist tyrll.IIIIY ·and tho .tyraWT of the labor bureaucracy in Engla:>d end. AcE>rica 
are an identical st~e o:r develup=nent. ThA W.?, end G, i\'.P. e.re todDy .!den~icnl. 
as the loyal ~r.iti::a. o:f the e:oo;pcting sect'!.one of the w.:Jrld labor·bu.reauc.rticy. 
!t 18 tlu! workers .-ho fe<>l thi'e ·instlncHvely end there:'u>'e do· not .raapond,. '])he 
W.P., therefore, finds the .. proletariat hurled back to -the tasko of feu<I.!J.ts,m, 
leavill;'; the W.P. as tho sacred auardinne of decocraoy, The S.W.F., five years 
later, discovers the proletariat dooiteci to Sta2in:\vm for at leaat C..•<> Jn;odr_ed 
years, leaving for 1 tself the tns!c of gua:td.ing na~iopeli?.ed prQperty fro!" Stalin, 
who, 1 t appoa.rs, hao a. \'eakness_ for p1•1 vat a prvperty. The prule'!iaria~ ia . 
eliminated ·:rrr.~m theoretical, pre.c.tica:t. and orgem.za~ioDnl co~siderstious. ThB 
W.P. could not 'cake Hs way .'to lle:J:,her., no1~ tho. s.w.p,. to Tito, without first 
conducting tho moat vicious 13.DBaUl. t against IIJohnso.n-·ForEJstll.. The ranks az.oe not 
consolidated by such strugcle, . but decoralized by the gossip0 intrigue and 
bru~r.lity. They suspect that thoro is some unident1:!'1able something in what is 
denoU<loed as Jobnaoniam: the last barrier to waariness, ztagnatl.on and domoral
hat1on, . The fate of the W,P, aft~r 1945 nnd of the s·. W.F. after. 19.50 co)lBt1tute 
t'ha oli""!X of one oontinuoua cO?emont, 

. . 
On every eaaentiellloli tical is suo e110h party in ita ow aphare 

beha~ea in the aamo woy. Thi W.P. dodgod recponoibility for' the Oarterit~ belief 
t~t bureauorntio collectivl.so ie the next stage of ht\Cillli ty, .Sooetime'a they 
de,.ied 1.t. Dut whon tlt1o poai.tiDn prossed heavily upon thee, thoy said that the 
caeaea would deCide. W• said that it the party does not decide the <tW>Btion tor 
itself, then there 1a no party, 
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The S.W~~· lcaCerohi! fought pro-Stnllnis~. ~he .pres~urQ ot 
objective C~valopmcnttJ ft!l~". the nol.~e J!Oworful !lressures of hie O\'m. frantic. cadre (~: 
envelOl'led the lender. Ho l'orsonnlly could not accept the centuries a£ degener-
ated workers' stRtee. Ho could not decicl.e whett.eJ: the Stelinl.st parties coUld 
leo.d ·the nocinliot rev?lution or not. He fell back 0:1 the chora.cterie.tic 
Sbnchtonui to eve.sion - tho workure will decide. The \/hole Inter~11td. onal and 
thoce \'rho follOl·T 1 ta idoue ere now agreed that the DSsses will decid-e whether 
Stn..11nis!l is to 1~11~ t!"lt! JlroletnriA.n:·revolution Dr nut. 

The s:"t·!,P, 'fllld ti'.l'. DAY have r.lfferent P..llog18llCf38. Iiut their 
::1eth.od. is thE' cr ... 'Ja •. 

~To t>ro r.ot doocribing the futu,e:· of th~ s. W.l'. This is whore it io 
todn~p. A s~rioue i!'l1i'V1dUltl can continue .to.I!iake his heroic eXertions 1nd1v1d-. 
uell;;, resist cl.onorelbation individuell:r,··'bl>t' in the end ha cannot escape the 
effect of the party. The logic· or politico ia beyond any individual intontions. 

ThE:1 s.,·t.P. io obs.eascd with ip~etd~ti_on aa to t.:A.o 1s ond ~to 1 s. 
fUture intentions. That is the pnth of ru1n8tlon, not for MP.o or Tito, who do 
net !l.'\V~ to bother with such toolishnees. bUt.-for the s~''l,P, ~o nnd Tito can 
ei<Hch froc :auacinn i"'Jl•rinliso to 1festorn i"l"'risl.isc wi tbcut batt~11g an 
e7elash. They are rulers of stRtuo and_ adl!linistra.tors of the 1.,roleta1.·1e.~. _Dut 
tor· the uufortwll\te S.W.l'. thoro is the burden ancl. crucifixion of Lenin1 a -~ 
m RavolutiOr!.- Pablo oust -war ince.aSBntly Against it, Thei-~ · F..Z.e the in-chives 
·of; Triitilk,lr filled with incessant nnti.,.Stelinist. •"J>>eition. These T.lWit remain 
ns- ni'Chi veB,; .. ']h~re ~=Jre the II rivers of b1ood11 SC!JD.r&tiDG the :tWO clnss .pol1 tical 
ten:d.enciBs:• . ~~l;!oe met •be. crossed over, No merlbcrahip, no ootter ;how hardened 
the CRdri>oJ can nurvive ouch cnnipnletions with thBt. which is bOot· viable in i~s 
past. The lhl.'e.;tter the hardelli~, loyN. ty ana devotion in .1 ts IlF•Bt, the :core 

. sudden r..nd pi"o!OU.'ld. its collupao, or the more· cor.plete "t!J.e·internnl corrosion. 

~talin!eo R.~d the l'roletari~t 

Only a. few brief' trort;le are necessary here to cont.r!l.si our own 
position. TheW.?. and the S.W.P. like to believe that tr~ •Johnson-Fo~est" 
theo~y of otate cnritnliem is ·a. literary theory. llcth1ng can b~ further froc the 
truth, ru>d the. final J>rooi' is the benkruptoy a!ld. degeneracy of tb<>se who. thillk 
so. Will they ezplnin why theoreticians of thi• Ukraninn. rcsistaneo to' Stsl.inisc" 
are nlso stntc-capitalist? wcy cost of the ne>:• we got from ~ehind the Iron· 
Curtain shows that state capitalism now docina~<·s :politicel thought? "olb;)r' the 
whole Stcliniat machine denounces ~recisely thir theorJ! ~ theory of state 
cnpi tel ism 1a tho only theory for building tho l'evolutiollllt'y party on an 
interMtionsl. ncale in this epoch. · 

There ArD many .kinds of supporters of tho theory of otate capit~1sm. 
Wo have llade it perfectly clear tbnt ours 1a not n theory deeling prillal'ily with 
Russin. It in a theory vitel to· ell ospsota of politico at the preasnt ttmo. 
In hor reply to 11arde ond Wright, Forest bas pointed out t~.nt e.t a given stage 
of capitalism it is the buainesa of revolutionary Mar>iom to eluoidnto nnd define 
t!le epso1i'io otago. of the ravol t of tha-prol.lltariat. Tho Co=• \'Ill• one troe of 
rnol t. The Sovi.~t vno another. The particular ~'1'• of revolt of the proletar
iat is el"n,''" in strict co,..roopondsnce to tho apec!fic atBG• ot de .. elop~nt of 
capitaliem. In th• e~ly·stngsa of the industriAl revolution the proletariat 
formed unions. At a lnter stage it built llll\se Sooi~De,.,crnt!o parties," :Lanin 
dsttned his period no tho poriod of tho atru.~c;le of the mnao D(lllinat the labor 
aristocracy and ito ~o~inntion of proletarian politiea, Stnto cap1talil~ for ua 
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1e that stage of oap1tnl1Bn in wllich not the lnnor aristocracy but the labor 
buunu:rao:r as such tecomea the nain eneey, Th.e Blleei:t'lc tYJle of ptoletarlon 
revolt is tho polit!cnl fern corresr~n~1~~ to the socinliz&tion.of r.rcduction. 
The atn h to destroy burcnucrncy RR a cate(,"Ory, Tllis ls our analye\:u of stnto 
capitalise, exploinlnr, Stnlinioc and the now ~evelopnent of the Social-Donocrac;v. 
It explnine alsO the difference l?etwoen the individualistic pett:;"-'!>ourgepis. · 
intelllt;entsla of the period of 1914 and the e.dr.linistrative burss.ucratic t:ypo of 
patty-bourr.ooia intellectuel "'hich in coabinatlo:l w1 th the labor leadership 
useko to &dnlnister nationalized property today. 

li'rom this theory nlone can a party b~ built ~o :l'repe.re itself fo:r 
til• prQlete.r~an r""olution, All pOlitical tendencies attUile thecselves to 
liaten to·the 1~ulscu of classes end sectio~s of clasaeo •. ,UPon our antr,f into 
the s.w.~. Wt! wote soce articles f~r the NJ~.tont de3c:ribin8·'hov. Lenin listened 
to the Russian ~rker or 1917. The s.W.P. listens only for the eecrat conver
sations between Mao. and Stalin, Ti~o and Stalin,' This at.a time when the whole 
aecret of revolutionary politics lies in the daily open converantions which tbo 
mae sea of workers eagage in with ench other, Sh&chti!IQil too was at his pitisble 
·beet in doscribiDG what Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin said to each other at 
Yalta and Teheran. · 

The workers under Stalinism are enga&"<i in a. daily deadly w.r !lith 
their new master clase, They ._are objectively in a position where .they .forti a· 
serious conception of the soci_ety ~dor which they live and of ·t!>e iiew. 'so!'letY 
which the:y: desire,' ':his is the~'!~ that the proletariat 'i!' ·a world ru.th
l"easly divided boto;een TrUillall and Stalin, llTBa as an intel'liLttionnl i'orceo The 
s.w.P •. does not hee.r that> bscnuae it c(llUIOt, The mtlsses behind the Iron' curtain 
are insulated from oni beli_ef in the prosressive.iesa of Stalinl~t dl>&onerat!on, 
E,.erything _from behind the Iron Cui'tain will bo defeatist and will tolerate :no 
ncne•nse about workera''· atat1s!'4. · ~· Fourtli Into;nationnl began· f~m '1!'Poa1 t1on 
to Stnliniem by a emll poll.tici>l grou:riDG• T9~.ey lt is the !&ll!!.!l. oppostt1oi1 to 
StallnieCI which baffles the Fourth elld cnrks ita doom, · · ·. ' · 

' ' • • . ~ J • 

The ·Latter of l!atl>].ia' Trot~. 

After six 7enre of vain effort to correct this degeneration, Watalis 
<:rotsk;v finnll;v broke with those who were perpst,.a.ting u.· some passages of her 
letter 11111 bear repetl. tion: , · 

•I t should be clee.r to weryone. that. ,.the rsvolu,tion. l!ao·.been coroplately cl.Elstroyad. 
by Stalinism. _Yet you continue to sq tr.at un<i~r · this unspeBI:8ble regime, l!ll.sala 
is still n workers I state, I consider this e. b~ow at aocialism. StnlinlsCI and 
the Stnlinht state h;l.ve· nothi;,g wt.;;tever in cor.ll!lon with tho workers' stato or 
with oocblloCio They e.re the woret and thO cost: ·dzxngerous enecies or· soc1Bliam 

and the working cl~ae. • 

Sha eB;vs ,gain of Eastern.~uropet 
"DY considerill!: that the. Stalinist burcaucrncioo. ootat,liehe.~ wo~ra 1 

statei in 
these .countries. you asei&n to it B progressive nnd even revolutionar,r role. ~ 
propagating this monst~olltl falsehood to tho ,o,-kers' v~d, you deny to the 
Fourth !nte~nntional ~1 the bao1c ranson ffl,l' 9::r:icte:ice as th6 'WOt-ld. party- of the 
socinlio.t.rovolution, . In the past we. el>~oY• cona·•tlet•od Stali:~ism to be a countel'-> 
rovolntioqarr force in ovary sons~ of ·t~·tarc, You no lancer do eo, Dut l 
continue to do so. · · · 
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'lin 1932 and 1933,. tb.d Stalinists, ln order to :ur.tiiy their o!Jam(\leao capitu
lation to Hitlerism, declared that it wculd m;;~~cr llttlS ii' the Fnecinta como 
to powar, because socilism wo!.ll.d come after u:--.l~ t!".rou.;jl tho rule of Fo.sciam. 
Only dehumanized brutes

4

without :a shred ot ooc!::1.::.1at .~h.outJtt or spirit coul.d. 
havo a.rt:;.uell this way. · j:Q,.,, notwitil.st.:mdint; tho r~volutiona.\"y aims ,.,hich a:a.iJ:aate /'"-! 
you., You J.laintain tba~ ·the despotic Stalinist ronct~ m \o/'hich ha.u triumphed in 
E.'lstern Europe is Orio ef the roads thr.,u(:;h which ·",Jc'\.a.li:mt ld.ll e·•entually como. 
This vieH marks nn 'irremediable break "d. th the p:-b:~oun~st convictions alunya 
held by om- ntovcmant and ,.,htch I continuo to hold. n 

t:.A.n irrcocdin'ble break with the profoundest convietions alvayo 
held by OtU' movem~nt ••• a 

Tb.e::Je worai h'.:! can testify to be true.. They haY'J been domonstratod 
politicnl.ly 1n the hailing of Tito1s IllllllCuvers a.a thtJ road. to Leninism, in 
cal.l.ing Tito.'s broa.k .. li. th Stalin and his fmf pbra.ses about vot·ld revolution, 
the L.roat~st thing thnt !me happened to the l'cr.1rth Internatio!'.~~;~ in all ti:la 
'years· of its ax.tstenco. This is truo in ono ras.tJect, in t.'lnt such a sta.tecent 
!.s the greatest Rhame and ·scandal which ha.a ever ovurtaken tho movement. We 
did cur_ best. tfa \trote: 

UTho past record .of tho -epy is a record of unlmvering suppo..-t of 
Stal.inist ·Russia and t!le Commu."list lntcrna.ticna.l., It has suppo:-tod Stalinism 
in ito perooc~tion of tho Russian workors. ita slave lnb0r.c~~p9, its Moccow 
Trials, its collW'ilenta~· ,lion, ito 'b~trayaJ. of prolotariari revolt.· t;·l.on. ito 
so.ai;ficin~ of' tho pro1ot.qr1at of lfhole nations, it11 aseaaeinnti'~ns. ita 
incal~b;te ccntl·ib\lt.ions to the barbari~ which is n.otl cntinc O.v.'y at human 
soeiot:r ... 

. ~he COnception that "Johnson-:s•~rost" haVe' of the Fou:rth-.IntornB.t-
ional does not include _colla'boration with ther;e elT4ezits but·· ha.s always seen 
them as the ·war~t.epcmios ·o:r. tho proletariat and the artJ!.Dic f'oos'of evor:rthinC 
ior which tile Fourth lntari>,,tlcme~ must utand," (Sta~e-Cnpitalism andc~lorld 
l1!l!Lel-qti'on.p.61)' . · · . . · · : · · . . <o 

nTho idea that. 'hta's·d.oclarnt1on in 'iavor of Leninism -and. 
thecc.arc noth~g to the declarations or Stalin· in faVo~ of LeniniSm-- to I 

.declare tmt this b the ll>'eatest,cvent in the hiotory of Trotol:yism so :far, 
nnd the hope ·or· o-~r- mov~ent f'or tho fu.tu.ro• 1:1 to strike a. terrible blOw at 
all t:oa.t >ro have atood ·:ror in the past. The futuro o:f' tho J!'ourth International 
rests, as -it ha.s nllm;:rs rCatoa., upon the progress we hnvo ma.do ':li_th the ravolu.;. 
tiona.ry :proletariat in 1:rreco.a..:i.1.able otrugl.e Vith buroauc:l'ncies of all and 
ever:y kind." (Ibl!,p,62), · 

si tuat!.on in 
ifo could not say , ... ;mt i!'atalia said but wi tllin the limits of our . 

t!lo s. W.P. , ,.,e said what we could. 
·. c:: 

B\lt now a task r.ema.ins to be done which onl)" we can do. ilo ehnl1 
ohow timt we bore all this political dogoner!lti'>n Y!. th oxamplary pntienoo nnd 
forbearance. l·~e7er in the hictor:r oi' the whol-e--Trotllleyist movcman~ !las a 
:llinorUr tend<lncy conducted ltsoli' with the d<lvotion, the loynltj", the reotraint 
and the readinnas to perform a.ll iaoka .which bave distinglli.sho<l our nearly fcur 
:reo.rs1 :;tny in tl1o s. W.P. Even af'ter the letter 6! Uat&l.J.A wo ma.int&lrtod our 
diociplined attit11da, We "ere Blre~ in correll]>ondcncc with ;rntalin; but 110 

conoultcd with tho s.1f.l', lllrldoro;,ip as to whD.t vould bo ita attitude to our 
continuation of tbat corro8J>ondolloo An4 'h"" "" could help thDc to maintain nt 
least porsonnl relation~ "'ith Mr. :But oinco tilCn the tota.lity of our exporienoaa 
both or.,anizati01111ll:y and pQliticallt bas bacomo >oo II!Uch for ua. 1fe lll!a.ll oldW 
ho11 tho interne.tion<ll politienl dogenoro.Uon e"')r·;oo•u itoel:!' cDnoretol;r 1n tho 
lito of tho two ~rotokyiat partioa where most o! uo hnvo opont tho ~at ten ~ra, 
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Tho Trotsk;r.Lots and the Americnn Question 

. ' 

Let UA briefl.y revielf our anal,;rsis Of' the W.:P. Which V8 
made in 1947. It >tas an anal.;"!lis of' the W.P.; b11t the S,W.P. leaders did not 
kn<»r (so inseneitive are .the;y), ·that in section iu'ter section H was intended as 
a ~<arning not only to the. International', :b!lt .. to. ~~:>em. . 1'hey tho\lght that ~hey 
wore._ beiJ'I.g _friendly tmd cons1d:cr.a.ta to us!'> In l"fali.ty they :were pn trial •. 1fe 
had made the experience in the ll.P. and '"!'. Ullders.t.o.o.d, *om el;!l'l;r.that the W.P. 
""" a section of' !1.':-otslcyism .ill i:he ~ States. · · •• ... 

This is·the course of' d;,;;i!lopment. ~£.the W.P.: .. 

1, Tha w.P •. left .:the s.ti.P. in 19lj(). 
party in the United Stat••• . . . . ... ·' 
2. It attempted to do this 'by. typtd".u·.:l{~n~·hevik: meihods,· deDWICl.e.tion ot 
capita;Lio.t P'!:of'ito ·and crimes;· inrneM.ate ~enands, .. e.nd.Plenty for .Ulin the::'" 
futuro;. a1l.baoed.upon .the ·conception of the American· ·proletariat ae··esoentinl·ly:. 
b::tc!..•lulrd. ~d not reD.d;; tf)r :tho revol:-?-t.ion. · ,. · . -·· • ~ · · 

J. Its ~n axpec~ntion of revolution Was from the Europ~en macses. :., 

..· 

4. :Ey l944 it fs,ced, acoo:r;diDg to.its ,iighte, totnl fail.Ure. It recogni:ed·.~ha)' · 
its mass distl·i'but:.ons of' the·peper·had led nD~<here, and. that its attempts to 
build trade w::r.ion cau.cuoec had back-fired. · !t'he- :Zuropean revolution had· not· come.· . . . ' : . 

The W•P;. therefore turned to; . . . . .. . . 

a) inter-p~ty pol.emi~S ,d,th the s .. w~. _ . : . .. _ . . . 
b) on the quest~or~ of ""~~J.d .. ).•ev.~lt.;~1.·>n .!t tQ,rp.ed to the theory- Of· z-etrvgresslon. · 
:By this theo:..·y it ct•t:..lt'.. look tCJ:..• J:.J.vattur.. to t:t.a ScciS:-..D.i:tmcc:racy. 
c) a uustained ,att~mpt- ta h.;,unJ. r.,.rol::..at.Oll-··i'Ol'l[fatn out o'f:_ t.ba·pa:t•t.r. . 

The unity negotiat:\c:>e t<ere only ;;;,· interlude~ Since then 
it ha;B con~inued unchecked. 1 to coU1·se to>~arrl l{enoheVism. 

, - ·..ul ~;jj a "" dooutra:>ted f)ll.;ty ·and .completely, Md eheU.; 
refer to only as :>ecee,ra.<•· .•. In .,194£, i!l :df\~a.!-1-·illg the unl.on policies o:f' the ·Y.P •. 
ve gav.~ a specific W""'llil)t;,to tl/.e S.tf.P •. · :.· .. 

. ~. . . : ,r-, 

11~s S.W.P. and. the 1al!l&J:l 1nass ptll'ty'; Tho 'smcll mass 
party' Conception 1a no per~:>C•DU.\ e.Ue:c-:.. .. a~ion ot" c,:-;.·a-:u. ~1·be:.-.;. The party·Dts-t··. 
re·:r.€~.:r.e it e.s i!l ess~:atm .. t:b.e re~l!l·io o:" tho :po:.;.l-t.~c..'\1. in~erienco o! the 
Amol'ican pl'o~etariat and loDg ;ye!U's of atrll(;gle SGainst the usurpa~ion of' t.,.,.._ 
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olution...-:r' lQad•rs!lip b,y Stal:l.n:l.s"'- The part;: '"'~t eopeciall'• reco.;n:l.ze that in 
rejecting Erber'• :l.daec and particularly their :· ::~i!octat:l.ono in the building of 
tho pl>1"ty, :l.t \1111 be doint; far mo1·e than puttir.. 1teel:f: ~n the ric;ht road 
towards buildi"'l tll~ :Oolohevil: Pr.rt;-. It will F..loo help to co"·roct tho falco / .. \ 
course of the s. ii.P., and lay the basis for an Effective unified. organization" 

"The S.W.P. practices the 1Dmall >IIBSG party• C.Olleej,Jtion 
in a form concealed (and to aome extent corrected) by its strenuous attempts to 
Fl.dhere- to the ptrR.teglc conceptions of Trotelq. Parallel to its ~en•rl.ne 
revolutionary tezper in propaganda in concrete trade union activity it b\lilde 
ill'>aions among its membership about its influence in the unions and lendiDg the 
workal"IJ in ma.ss struggles. Only a powerful mass party can stter .. pt to e.""Cerciso 
the or;;aniza.tional fu:oction of leediDg workers in day-to-day strug~;les without 

1. succumbiDg to opportunism, and 
11. havi~.g tho work of 1 ts members swept a'WI!.y by obvio\18 

inab:Llit;v to .withstand tho pressure of tho trade union burenucrac;r whenever 
these wish to destroy the infl\1Bnce of the propagande group. 

"!!"he past history of the party (Los Allgelee .an<l P;"Jl:l.ladel
nhia) show, and the :l.nevitane punc,tur:l.ng of the Uludone of the s.tf.P.. 'ldl.l 
Show, th{l.t only a· correct conception of 1 ts functi9n can save the Fouith ··Intel'
nat!.onal frrim diverting its pl"tlcious energies into frUitless and de.,.;ralUing 
chailnols," (:9Jlildir.<: ,!M nolihfiik·~· p.'lS..l9). . : · 

. . That was clear enoug~1~ _i'!e lr.n~ then \fhat these wise man 
are only ji1Bt beginning to glimpse: . · · 

1. The whole· attemj,t to build Call<!\1Bes and,r>enipulate _in the uniona.'.'wuld. coJ>
fuse lind disorient the membership, sat/ diatrust i.n tha.ae· 'IIOrkera lookiDg on; and 
eventllully !java to be abandoned, however unobtruslveb•. 

2. Nothing would a~v& tho Amer:l.can.party UDliiL-1t·baeed itself on the proletar
. ian revolUtion in tho. United States as a concrete unl.veroal, viewed all daily 
politics as a manifest,.tion of thi's,'' ahd edncated itself from top to bottom on 
thia •. 

.3; ?oliticall;v, in_ tho United Stntae, revolutionary·poUtics in our epoch mUst 
be based upon tho com""l.ict. betveen the masse~ and t.be bureaUCracy~ 

' . 
. %e Prom! pe ·of the. Ame,;-j.cp iievol u tion 

CanU¢n 1 s .£2!!!!.ng American· ii.eirol utiRJl was th~ high point o:f 
the s.tr.P. It CBJI1B after the treman<lous strikes of 1945-46. lie hailed it, but 
vhoev~r, reade tho ~ !!!!W C!Ul • ee that ve had reservations. lfe d!strliate<l 
the theoretical prem1ee ot the document, In !aQt :1.~ ha<l none. : . 

lfe saw the Americon prol,etariat ae part of" this spoci:t1c 
stage o:r the development of cap:!. tuliam. 

We aav that the line ot claae <lemarcation wna between the 
American proletariat and tho labor bur.,.u.cracy, the bocl;vguarde ot ·cap:!. tal, For· 
Ill! the bure&ueracy d:l.<l nat in BD? ae""e represent the yrolatariet. !!'he proletar
iat was not backvard, but revolutionary. T!le whole aim an<l purpoue o! the 
bur~c.=Bcy """ to domoral:l.zs the revoluti~:.·~Y character ot the proletariat. 

lfe are Marx:l.ata and t; .:;tore aober. Ve promlaed the . 
revolution tn no one at aey time. ll'or \18 tho M1er-ican Revolution """ a atrateg:l.c 

' 
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perspective, ~o be constantly deepened theoreticiall~ "" t~e p~;oletarist ··itSelf· · '• 
deWoped, We said over and o?er agai:l and in every concoivable waY In tile··,. ' : 1 
J3A1Mce .. Sheet~ rr,:;. revclut:!.onary party ii! ar.y country_loe.lta sound !o~ti~:ls. ._ :: .. ,; ~~~~-: 
unless the perspe~tivea of the revolution in tllet countryare the granite found-: · ·•· ,,. 
ation of the pr05rem and explicit in every bra:>ch and Rhade of its aotivit.y •. n · ·' ,:,: ~ 

~la called £or the America.n1zo.tion of .!Jolshevism. We 'rom:LD.deJi . ,.- ·j· 
the International of Trotsky's insistence that the American move1:1ent pertiailar!7 .! 
ltUSt deepen its undarstandins of and apply the dialectic in ~he United States, . . . •· .I 
This '""" not theory for !;he sake of theory or cUlture or for the broSdening of ·. · .• 

1
1 

the tdnd, bu_t concrete education f'or tho class otrugglo. In tho United· States.-
above all, to build the party it i.s necesnnry fo~ tho vanguard to be armed with 
the theory of sudde_n Violent eru;ptions .of'·crea"f!ive ma.se activity •. In the :'. ~ ·1 

}J:al mee Shea~ we quoted e.;ctensively.. from· our 1944 document on ijdu.estion, 1~., . · .'l 
~ and Agitation, We mapped out the tasko ltith regard to Americanization B>?-d '. J 
Inter.natio:telization. Americanization and the ProbleM of J·iodern Culture, Amer- . :''l 
1cBDizat1on and nistorical 1-!aterialism, Americanization and Labor, AI:IericanizatliJii;., -~ 
and Marxian Economics. Ameri::anization and Dialectical Materialism. :~· ' ;~, !:'-; 

• .<.. _, ••• ~ 

.We knew that eithor ~be s,;·r,p, would see tlili- olearl;y' · c!O'tlli~· .;:·: ~'· 'cj 
work. and take thas~ steps, or it trould. be t.oteJ.ly_ l~st •. :It·~ ~a now··~~-i~/\}#"\1~ ·::-, :.r.'~J 
had this J.l1 ~ U;S., it woUld never have run after !rito, The party :would;bave i)•J'>!!>c.'" 
'risen up agrJ.nst any Titoization of American J;olchovisc. Ilut at .that .. ~ime_~::_::'<:, .. i:~.i"{.~1)! 
though .cur idena ,.,erG_. clear enOugh, they were abstract. lie. camB ·~n .~·~:~~~~d· ... J~!~~1iY{~>-\;~ . 
to make the experience th:JroU<;hly and completely. .. :c;. ., , ... ···· ,·},''"!f?.Y.~·, 

. . : . ' '. ·-~--· .": __ .-.~ .... ·.:·· ... :tt-~:.~~1~~;_/f!/fo.l~ 
.·· ~1 thia was and is G-reeJe to ·the s. ~T.P. lfe soon f'~und....oui;/that;···:.:~-:· ... :.L.~~,>:; 

~,..Q2ming ~PJl RQyoJution_had boen tcke~ by. the mamberBhip .t.D4 .. ~o.~.-.:~~~~~(i~;)~;:t.. 
·literally a.e a promise ancl as a reword .for tn~ ltr:;acrifice~n of •:rh1ch .. ~hey-.are ... a:~~i.:·:·;, .. :.:~t.~~ 
pain:tuJ.~y conscious. J?or theiJ the revolution was o.n the ord~r of' :l;i~_e: .. ~-~·~_\~(\_/\>~:·~··~~* 
whon it did .not· come. disillusionment set in. :!!y t.ne_ fall of."·.194?'.:e: ;o.111r\·:;:·:·:·~/~·,!.;f,:;.~~r-:71 
mournful. \rail ot n ·speech by the leader,· s~d clearly in· what ·a superti~1all:_.~i~:;~~~·i·st:.?1f}l 
cphara of _ideas .too pvrtyt from top to bottor.1, moved. T'.atly had .the meutal_:.<·.,· · ~.:7.,;)._>-~.;·~1 
a~ ti tude o~· _.children ~ho had been promiced candy _aod. had been . d1_sapP~1D.te,4c:: ''-~f.):f.r.~:g~~·~ 
were to.ld to· be patient a.nd ·be good ~.ldre~ and the c~d;r.- wo~.~: ~~-~~:o{~ .. ;·~;:·;f·1;t~}ffi 

. Tl!io "'lS the situ.,.tion in the. S.!f,P. when tho beoooi>s .of·:ho:pe ···.:_:~,;::,c\.(~~ 
Uared from the.colors of Tito 1s break with Stalin., To. us the S.tf.P. lesdel;ship;>.'}':/,>~ 
seemed ~o so. star!: star. ing mad, The p11blic statement. that. !rito. an .. d :his;L. en!. •. :II. 18~.'./i.·'.:,~;., 
were the greatest things that had ever happened to Trotslcyis.,, the pllblio .. · , , · .. , ~··.::··~· 
statement tllet the dar!t night of :!!rotskyism '""'·over and the dawn ...... T!.to ·;;.;.: haii :','r: :,;;'· 
now appeared; those r~vealod the znorass of' help.les·aness and. 4eapair.·that .. · .. ·' · .. · ;·. · ·.>.-~-:~~·.;.~ ... '.f· 
permot.ted the cadl•es of tbe maJority. Here 111aybe vas .a way out,nnd ltith a.· · ·.·.-.. ,.,.;:f~ 
growiZJg momentum t.~ey clutched at 1 t. . ., •·. ~. :.': ·~:;~,;_; .. ~;,_;,,~. 

' . ' . - .... :'.;;"\\_, : ';::: 
Exactly llke the W,P, ltith a now pollcy the s. W.P. leaders ~,.:,::.:,::~/7'3 

factured grandiose vis1ona ot the vnst gains to be made in the ·YugoslaV· CO~-~·. ~·:<~·~{·1 
itioa in the Unite<l States. They reported their daily in·tervi"'li ltith.big'ahot:a·:.\.~<:~~.3 
in the ·Yu€oslav. communities who confeaaed that onl-· no11 did tboy'understand .. : <·:'f;'d 
Trotsqism. The Yugoslnv ·leaders and ralll<S undoretoud ·T.<'Ot.lcyism :so well' n&t'· ::.~T,:1,::''j 
wo doubt 1:!' to this ~one oinglo YU<;oalnv in the ,U!litod Ste.~oo linii l?'iien 100n •. :,,,.:~\~( 
over to the s. W,P. · · ~ ... · .. , ·I··:.~·?~.~-~ 

' . ·:- ... : . · .. ::i-.~:\~;:~if:~~~ 
. , This fllrther pavod. the >ra,v tor tile leap townrds St!llinii:m.· , J'aaod:'.>J~''' 

·-·.with n oSmilar criaia Md not seei"G the r.6vollltion ~horo1 the·u.~;, la'llteziecii;.';f.l''-"t' 
on to retrot;reaaioniom nnd BO\l4!ht a plaoe tor ito@l:r 'in 'tho intorniltiolllll"'Sociliil~?i,:,(~: 

.;: :. :. · ... '~;~.:~.,.,;),~~ .. ~?-;~~$!if 
.· ..... . . ;>·.: ;J·.: ._·-~·:.·~r~~.~~~/~~~~:tJ 
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Demo~aey. The s.ti.P. grnb:bed. on to S"lt~inism inst.ea.d; Di!ferent as" tl;e~~m~ 
app>!!t-.r· to be

1 
tho root i_n ~a:cn case ~a hppJ:!lesonesn ·about the prqloeta.r~an ;-,ovo

J.utic.h .in the United St~.tes· ai:.d !:opolessne·oa· about the prolete!"ian ~o'!.U.tion 
1n·3arope. 

~;plogi~al Offensi\~e 'tfi"t~out ~ Ideology 

Like ths s.,·!.,P. to~-, tr.c W.:?. e:l!'riecl out its" "rt'treat to 
rE:=tz-ograssionism t'.lld Soc;ifll-Di"Jroocracy ,.,ith .«;h:·.!"r.ct~!"ist1c dishonesty. What -e~ 
actly was tl:.ei~ perSpeotiv"c, liB nskell· thct:l me·L·cili ss.l.~·.. T~i:!,)'" troChe~ at t~ I 

mcueh, and until the unity .net;otiatio~ thAy t:oo:-:t-:..::~utoly i!t*:i ted _ua to l.ea~·e 
the party. The S.lf.P. is C'!unlly dishone:st .• lilVJ.t is Stal:!.d :J.D 1 we have asked 
them •. 1!111 the :lasses ·c.o:J.vert .the Sta.liniat parti~s into rcrvoiutionary pc:rtl.es?, 

·They cAalot ariswer. And like the il .. P •. the 1:10re rabid ones begiri to "!ri.sh us out 
of the party. 

ii'e have seen tl".nt the full recognition· of. i-ts own bNllcrua)tcy dro-voe 
the ~1~?. i:1to bl1 ideological. of'fen~ive ~ai]lst tl'-..e S.ll.P. The S.l'I,.P. ill. s:tid·t.ar · 
cirCUClsta!lces outlined its o· .. .-m ideological offensive.. It \<laB to 'rout the So~:.ru.
D~~cratiC scribblers~ prof8sscra of economics and :P:rof'eaEors of' biology. --~·J.(; · 
the_.-fi!s~ ~equ.ir~ment of~ ideological offenoive is an 1.de~l')gy and t~e S;.i'l .... ? .. 

· had_ nori.e-. The \-J!U:J.e attempt collaPS~d ignominiously.. :Uy- 1951 tha :tdeologi·::eJ. 
. Offyl:mtv~ .ma 'becomp:Jo. 1:1Jlendi_ng. speCt..1at10n as to "thetb.er th;e' riv~· l~C.t!iO.eJ. 
_-pni-_t1es, 'soci~ist, P.1.~~l;rOae,ive._· Soc:.a~ist Labor.- .wot\~d ~ ... .J.D. __ clect:l:on. c'B.ncJ.'·~t-~s . 1 

in _the electl.Cns., len>O'inri th~ name of ~ocialiat to-t1~~ s .. W.~F .. FinallY_,~ ·JU~t···as; .. ___ 
. 'the i·t ... ·? . ."in 1940.- became obsessed with the-"burcaucra"':ic jungle" in th6 s~·.:-w·. P.o;_;· 
~·th9re- was. ·renewed' in the s. l(~p~·a CQncern with the e;oii:lf;s-on within 'the W~:.P• ' 
·-.:·~:: .. · .. ---.._ .· -. ·-. · .. ~. ' ..... : ' -·,. . :· . , ... :···' .· . 

.... , . . . . . . • !)'he id•ological" heart C•f the s. w~ P. is· the ;.lilitnnt; ''In .ita np-. 
, proa:ch to>iiu-d the mnsses (t is spealdng to ~ci ,attempting to opeol< fori it.~· ' · 

·.·reached nov where Labor .Action "a~ in 1947. :I!rot,slcy 1 ~ remarks in l9J9'ia t~" 
ac~d te.at .for a1: papers of this ty:pe: · · · " · .· .. 

: ·: ~A:~- it ··is~- tha, pave;- i~ diVide4 ~r~'v~·icus .. ".-ri..tcrr;, co.ch of.·w~o~-~i·s>v:~·#,:;go·od·,' 
~ut .ecllecti:el:: they· do not pe_r~t. -t·h~ wm·kA-:-R. to _th('l,_pfle;ef'.Crf' the .:!:m?.2£1~;,~eh. 
of: them speB-'<e for the \10rkers (end spea!cs vo1·y l<ell) but .•nobody will.hear·the · 
~rlters •. In apito o! t.be iitere.ry brillitinc~J.-.to a certnin degree t~le pBp~~ be
e·omeS a.· victim oi' jotlX'nelistic routine. You .cio not hear at 311' )J..?W .the•izo::kil:I'..S 
liVe, f~ght, d.B.Dh Wlth the :PCn.i"C9_ or drtnk."tthink~·y.. It" iG v~ry a.a,,gorO~ ~i;Or ,\ 
the paper' 'as. R reVolt;.tiOn'ary i"nst.rw,,ent for_ the .i'tj-ty. The t8.sk is ;1-ot t'O_·meke 
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a p!Jp.er through ~he j_oin~ forces of a akill~d e6."i:i.orle.l Qoal''d bu.~ tO .. ~ricBUrcge 
the \·tOrl::et'!l to BJ?6a:l': for themse!lvea.·~ (""Defense of 11£Xismr v.· 1_~2.· _qil:,tOa. in 
tlle i)Jlleneci She'et·, p. 12).. .· .~. . .. ·vi~-·,~--~ -: _._._ 

We wrote of our eXpcr!onC&s then AS wa can -write now.·· · tt.Aftoi- -. 
flve years in the factoriea tho 1!1;o;:_.;otio.!l luis had to turr, bael< to r, po,;tor 

. written from the cent•r .in whieh the ,prolot.IU'~a\ :aa .,rolotarint does note appear. n 
. ~ ' -I • : ' ,. • . . • . . . • ' ~ • .' • ' ., • 

.. . The .!J!::J.t.Jlll1 t.oW>:t is a 'r9.ci1~ol·rawrlto .of ths 'u. Y. 'fimi;o~/t.ad. ·: 
·to e.D:f _1mpo:-tant artiola·ot·wo:.ld 'news tho ~cla::o angJ.e" tlmt·1t._1!,'B-,l,.~t 1 ~~a __ .r __ ·: 
plot, a conspiracy; a crime of the bourgeoisie and. the Btalinista,' Mil.' ~o» have · 
the ideology o:t'· the .liD~~ : · . . · · · · , · · · ' .' <'" . ' 

;•;:. 

·li'or yoa'rs 'w~ warned the ~rotokyisto that what we on'l.led .thia ('' 
ftfre!uiiod denunciation Of' tho tll'ilB Of. capi taliamn' WOuld lead first Of. nil tO the ': ": :f~ ·; 
deilxiralhl'tion and'dogonorution· ot tho party. ' Today 't!U>' Militnnt:.saloil ·u~p· ., ;-, ·; 
,. ' ' . ' . . . ·: ' \ •. ~: .. - •' . • -1._·,··:.: •. . .-: ' ., . ' 

. . : .· ·: :.<£~·: ~~;-'. ~}}:.'>::_;;_ 
~ · . ' l'45a:.\;c:7lJ 
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seeES to tho s.w.P. to b~ n great·o~iginal ~troke of'orharii:ation~ ~t is 
nev. _The W.P. hit on exactly the same t~"lle of politiCal "activity." The 
motivatioh l-rae the same: fin~~.-~ooethir.~:: for tl:.e membership to do. 

not 

After all tht· exci~~e.lnen~ of t!ncs d.is~ri'bU.ti.ona of.'·iabor Action, 
thi!' r~voJutionnry perspective ~or ~rice '"~"L"-~ reUuced ·oy Ln1:ior Action :tn 194? 
to an impotent sigh of despair. · · 

ll!:!ot'l w~ are only m..'l.rking t:brie or doi.ng a side-straddle hop.· 
There are wOrkers who think that labOr has become tired of strikeS. Maybe ·~o. 
nut we caD. ~1car ourselveS' Ciut juun?inc up and dote in or.e place· nlso. The' cap
italist boss'es think. they have .la."bbr-·licked. ~<!e kno\·! that is not true~~ but. · 

·)le•ve got to show thern.t~t.it.~s r;bt true. \le1ve got .to do eometliiDg :a·oout 
this o.nti-labor biil. Laboi- cAn a.efe.1!t ~his. bill. :~hat iz a l~"ttle something; 
not enough, but it is socething.n (P.ntfince Sheat, p. 12) ' ' ·. 

;Fo~ 'years later the J.fili tant joins in \".lith its gl'oan rising from the .var;; 
dept.hs' of lo!~g-exp~ricnced self-sacrifi'ce· •. The Zditor nd..iresses its new readers 
in this faahio~: · · 

"tforst of-,all, yOu a.ren1 t sure "trhnt the facts nre. l:early ell 
the papers lie.· Tho bi~ politiciens lie. Tho radio. lies. You feol'ulone, an~ 
unable to do J:t11cll• nbout thinis~ Sooatitles yo11 aren1t evc:t sUre' if ma,.vbe tho' 
trouble ian 1 t vith.you inaJiead o! th-3 world.;;,;,. 

nY~u ca;l'• t be tnl!-:e·d. 'out of ~the sinp~e fact -~t 1 t 1 'a ''gct'ting 
harder and hnrdcr to get along; ~oro end.more diffic~£.~o find·peace.of mi~. .. 

· "Yoc,lr~ ·not alone in teeliJ1€•ti18t W~!.' Ther~ Rre millioDs of' 
richt UQ\1 ~·tho f'8el' ,j:.tst like ;~~U ·110. . -. • • ~ • • I , Americans 

. "If nll 'these .·:te~rrie cottl"d e;et~ tdz;e ther··:cOmt·'h~\ol •.•• n . . . . 
This is a 'brutal solf-portrui t ·of " r_,o,;;;~- Nld " papor goi:ig -rio

lt~ere at all as !nr an the proletn.ric.t ifl. concer;"lG~ 

The Rawprde of Self-Sncrifi~e 
· .. 

... ~·· .. For~ 1\t~~~c;.On-POloos"t" the p~~Y ~:c.-:the.sa.nguerd. :The !:\.ret 
necessitY'" is to educnte-thff'pa'r't-:;;-·Thtr·s. if.;P~· ·lea.d~rship with ita abstract. 
program o.nd 1 t a union preoccupations cannot ed.ucat e tlJ,o part¥· beCause it .is it
aelf com,letcly Wleducat€d in I·lar:dsrn. -Search the publicB.tio~s of twelity_ y8Al's 

·and you "ill not .fi~d 11 .Q.o~en ar'ticie~ on the rroleterint in tho Unit.d St.o.toe 
wo::th reprinting •. .On w?nt "!ust b~ the life of'"!' ,american revolutionary :;:::t;y 
th.6y hnve _notM.ng t.o soy.- 'When an articlo 1sq,lrittcn on the "~ow buroaucraoy, 11 

it contain• not n oillbl'e ,.ar.d 'nb01it the .-el .. ~ionohin of the bi1reaucracy. to the 
wor~er 1!1 producti.on. -S~~h~lrw.ri ,·rrote ~whole g~}:l.et oit Soc:iBl~'n\. _bh~ Eo.Ji! 
of Fwnenity, which doq~ not a."lUlyco th9 rev('lt.;t\onn.ry prolet::uoiat_ 1n_ ·a ei~lo 
paregrllph. Rend Ar~ :!'r9is 1 :~""'Phlet Sooieliam Mn,the 1Telfflr0 State;.- The 
proletariat as a rnvolut10nary force does not iLDJ?~?ar.. It' is Shnchtman1 a ... 
po.l:lph'tet nl.l over nga!.n. 1 

•• 

Tho final pArallelism is pathetic. The W.P. excursion into arts 
and letters seomod to us a cr;ving ehnme. In thi~ >~orld of the mid-twentieth 
century. when the clnsa atruegle 1a tenring nll socf.c:ty aport, the ~~.P. took 
re~o in bellec-lEitt.ros. Ja.":lee T. Fb.rrall, GrB1.1r..borg nf PRrtiAnn Heview, and 
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others of this t:ype held forth vh11o tho ,.rkera ot,..,ocl nVII,Y in droves. 11• vi.,.~ 
without excitement the prose:o.t spurt of 11\ernry rov1CMI and cl:lturll wh.'.;h "~" 
attempt to give some lifo to the dUll soUl-lick pogoe Of tho ~~. fhi" is 
nothing new to us. We bnve seen it :\11 before. Tho prei>Oeup:-.tion vi th e;oo<l. 
books, good IU't, good music, ia nothing mre tlutn the 'boureeoie conception that 
w~~t the pro:ctnriat needn is more "culture." 

Like the 1·1.?. in 1t. final stnc•• ot dogono•atton, the s. w.P. I. 
educRti9n today cons1ata exclusively o~ interDinnble ~~petit!one ft! it: 1dcolc~ 
ical differences with 11Johnaon-.ioreet" and elo.bornto proJects for classes in 
Oaplt'!!_. !Elo li.P. cpJ.led upon its n...,est recruits fraa the bourgeois ar.ademic 
world tc lor.d these t~-:.eoretica1 forays ngainat ·"J'ohnaon-Forest". In the s.11o.P .. 
todDy " emnttering of l:otirgeois erud1 t1on is c!1!!1e1ont qa:\lit'icntion tor in tel., 
J.actU:\1 iendership in thece futile engagements. They neither impress nor ctinu
lnte Us to participation. In the W.P. no in the S.li.P., we hncl. RDRsoed proof of 
the theorcUcal revis!.ona with which the I.r:,D. nnd the Stfllinists were corrupt
ing M.u"Xist theory. Even the bourgeois thev:eticiena had to tako cogni•ance of 
then. llut the S .. l1.P. ·like theW.?~ pursues re:JOrseleaoly ita own de!struction Dy 
insisting that the main enetzy is not retrogression1sc and Stlll.inlsm but •Johnson
Forest-.~~ 

T:ile Stalinists are systematic.Uly, with set purpose and with the ' 
whole weie;ht of the cetunter..revolu.tiona....7 eta.te nj)pal"~,tus 'behind them, etnMctllat-
1:ug .llm>.U.ll of the WOl'kers' revolt and of the m»r form of cocial cooperative 
labor. It ie their weapon against the. rovolut.ionnry proletnriat be:Und. the Iron 
Cur·Cain.. 1'he S~W.P. like the 1f.P. pursues its_ d:-eary seminars in Cnp:ltHl, -for 
wbnt purposo in the preparation of the vanguard it is impossible· to see. It ha3. 
bocome a family joke in both pnrties tbnt these pe,renn1al setting-up exercises 

· rarely if evor cc beyond Chapter I. llhere as i.n n 'tev inatnrices, Volumes ~I and 
III arc 1\lso completed, the accomplishment sppears to be n deaonstrntlon of 
fortitude and capacity for sacrifice, · 

!!'he coneteJ'lt pleading for "new, young biood" is the best oonfir!"
ation that such re-enforcements are not nrrivi~~g. The. particUlar tiredness wh1ob. 
C:Cr.:iMtos the S~ li.?. cadres is not from exper1enc1~~g a re;oolution which fa11od. 
It ari::)es from the total isolation of. the S.V.:P. fA"Oiil ~-.v1tnl current in the 
r~volut1onary clnss nnd tho absence of lt~ corre~nd1ns counterpart. 1no1ds the 
par~ . 

The Att!tqde gf ftJobngoP:Forcst,n 

Through all this our tendency mn1ntDined an iron disr:ipline and 
reserve.- We used i~inite patience, forbearance and .f1nes9S to ~Q ralat~ODS 
easy. We watched otir behavior and oUl" langtli;l8;e. were prolific in am1lae and 
oparing in frawe. 

lie did our best to help the:!!. Gn the llegro queotion, for exal:lplo, 
to have. expected the s.~I.P. to 'ndopt a complete revolutiolllll'Y pcoitlon""" itlpOI
siblo. A !uJ.l:r l·fr>.rxl.st position on the Negro quest\on preaupr.oaea a :fully 
Marxist pos1 tion or. the American proletariat. :ilttt !rom tho at art ve accc;ptoll.. our 
lil:J:!.t"tions choorfully, At fill 11:1Cienea expond1ture of labor, tnc~ nnd diplomBay, 
and uei~~g Trotoley ns n smoke-screen, we I!IBileuversd them aa !nr "" ve dn.!'ed alcns 
the IW'xl.st road. lie tried to help them wit!wut of!end1~~g them, looldng Ill"'*"' 
for ~n ~d unans to add a Workers and Farmers Government here. or a revolution
or.Y position thoro, to puah the pnrty along, 
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underatnnd us. 
lh\t thaoc d::zplctons, liko thoir follows in tllo 1·T.P., Could not 

1) :ArJy serlour. lt'll"Xict 't'OTlld l'-.avc obServed thAt tb!! tcn.d.enc::r h2! 
no particular horGD it \1ns flt~g{;'int;. bt:.t ~d·\·torltod out a to.tAl !>osition, philo
scpl:u·, political econoc;: Md n cocpreh~nsivo P..nnlysis of co.pitalist. prod1;1C~ion 
with a. political line to correspond. To people who .tnke such thillGB seriously, 
it ahouJ.d have boon obvious that ltD vere absolutely sure of ourselves, i.e., ot 
our own politics and had nothi~ of Shnchtman.or 3ol~ in us. 

2) We did not COJ:IO into the s, w.:P. to convert them to ~.ny1;Jling. 
They seeccd firmly to beliave that we_ expected one. day at ·a Convention some · 
S.W.P. leadora to aey: nAt lr.st I have oeen the light. Forest is co~ect." 

.J~· .. · We did not expect it. In fact, if it happe:D.ed, lre would have ·been· 
tbrow:d.'.izito A. serious position. Hiatoric.U experionce in genernl., our knowledge 
of th1VS"~~~ .. P. lendcrship from its poll tics n.nd its wri t!.Dgs, _and close obaerv&
tion a{ them from the ti:re we entered, had "Wa..-hed us early cno).lgh that twelity
yea:rs of their false line hed tnkan from most o:f them all thet they hnd to give 
and in any ~erious regroupment, thoy could co~e in only as followers or· core 
probably drop aWBY altogether. 

· ·~ur concrete pcr8;9ect1Vos vera iboso ~~ ~ oe~iOus revolU.t,,o~ 
group. We wore '•!'%"• that .the Fourth Interu'!tional tiouJ.Ii itself begin to split 
open_ irr-espective o! us.-·· It wUld louc nw:ibers, caeee to grol·r, lenders ttould 
begin to drop avey. internal qlltlil'olo wuJ.d. begin; there woUld 'be tl)e illlpliCt. not 
only or l;reat evetits ·but .the emergancG ot new orga.n(zRtions b0ld.1rig P. revoil:.tion
nry state capital.i~t po•itior; with a ·J:IIU!s beoe. Ail all this developed, >re with 
our clearly =ke!l·.position·wuJ.d pll\7 an increasingl;,· ir.~portant role.' Aa~long 
as wu \/ere a:.~9.~;1.ty,. nw:1bers v.ern o~~no ir.IpOrtnnc~. to· .us. Nciyor at ant·time . 
did the men wh~ .led the Fourth Intsrn..t.ional.,dr.,.J .. tho.t "'! wer.e eny1;Jling more 
than oonio ·\:reU•moaning, noivo. 1ntollectll<lla wliti socohoir wanted to cling on. to· 
them, ~-o save our . own s~u;a. Wo curtainly anY"'. thel:il. 'thut .1npre!3-sion. .And we 
coUld do it beca\l!le wo Were genuinely cn:douo to ·stay. D~t thnt the:~ took this 
at facc-valuo, ·that they vOro Wlablc tO P.t.e hot., wlio..,:r;nod _we 1rere 1n ev9rJ . ; 
theoretical sphere, th..'lt tl:cy clluld not avon sot~ .ti1at we coUld be as cal.L'l as _we 
were only bece.use "" knew thnt "" wero nrcocl for nll evontualities, this blin~ 
ness on thoir po.rt is o.oncludvo aie;n of tha thicl' conceit r.nd insensitivity 
whi~.h overcooos· r. leadership whon H oits h ito "'"' llttlo baili~rip!:, out of 
.nll contact with the ~vpardca or tho revolut1onnry pracooa r~d certain that 700 
C!lll defeat ?0. · · 

We. Md\lot actively aic nt wianing over tho ranks of the s. w.P. 
Those who came to us. came in opite of pr~toots. In Jletroit in recent tiriles some· 
of our cocrades h<id"t.o ;wage a real bnttlo to keep the nntivo Detroit prolotnriena · 
at e.rco 1 le:o;;th.· .Lon~; o,;o"" had written ·thl\t the prnctice oi raidillg :oivaJ. · ·· 
parUes eo prevAlent Mong rndical. splinter e;ro~>p• nll<i Trotsl:;rites •ms pls;ying ; · 
nt politics and a potent cause of degon~rntion. 

li!clshevik Diaqip~-bourgeois Rer..,g 

· -~ cor:nondes, whe.!"ever they Wcra, c.ctccl cont1~U0l!BiY .to ~upport 
the P!ll"ty leadersl1_ip and solidify its ~anks. In II"" tork we vota<l often with 

· the offici•~ le,.de:tohip at;ninst n majority ot the lenc\ing comnittoe. In Loo 
Angeles, when there wac n revolt P~ainst tho londuruldp at n city convent1o~ 
the leaderabip rece17'ed 1!Uohnson-Forest"· Support. In San Francisco,. vhera thore . . . . 
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vas a cliquist strug&le of lo!ll: otanding, tho "JohmlOD-l'.a:rest" cOmrades attemptecl. 
at tho start to close up the ri!'~· behind the e:dsting leaderellip. . r~ 

The "JabDso~Forest" coor~des contributed more than their Share 
of the daily {lrind of.pa.rty. wo.:rk. 6t cobi:izo.ti?n~ ."tner. ·attended out of all 
proportion to their nw:~bors. · ... Some hanger e-on bf ·the t~ndoncy who gru!!lbled at 
this as "useless devotion" ;ttere driven away fr~n!l t_he ·tendency.- Al~ sep~oti~~ 
tendency spirit 'ttas detiOU;nced and broken '.lp b)". tht:. le·~el"sl".ip wherever it shoVed 
itself: ·Lolshevism coxio~.l1lts not of a series of tdoD.Q but of hnbita of :r;evolut-. 
ionary 110rk and prepai-£itj;on,; This !lowed froc an object!vel.7 concentrated class 
1ine 111 The s,w.P .. ·~-.1.11 be hnrd put to it to nc;cu.;:;e "Johnson-Forest" of anything. 
!rever in·'ihe ~Whole hlstcfry of the Trotalcyist oov:enie.J?.t luio tb;ere been a J'illnority 
tike OUrS. ·. • . 

. :nut it is chara.ct9r1stic o! t!lcse perpetual blEla'ters about prin-
cipleif politics that they do not ~dersta.nd p%-inciplcd polit_ics ~hen they see 
it• ~hese babbla:rs about diacipline do not underat~d.a disciplinod political 
tendency. · ' 

We ere not too IIiu.ch .interested· in that discussion whl.eh for many 
yenrs has P...'"'-Bsed in "tha -Trctclcyi.:::t :::ovcmo:J.t tor· "internal lit'G.n- Had it not 
boen· for the openinG of a. discussion on a woiold sciU.e, we would haVe been satia
i"ie<l with our two pa;;ea on Yugoslavia which snid ,All that needed to be snid, We 
were confident that the party was· headed for early dioaster. What purpose would 

· b~ .ser.ved by talking? lie eu1mitt.,a .:state C.,.pit&lism and World RevolUtion, but 
. haVing said our piece we sl:owod that• We did not. went to t•alk too mlich. .l!'he 
· svitch from anti...Stalinism to pro'-Stal~nism wa( a shock.· ·suu, we kept our .. 

temp are 8nd our. ~ads. We merely a aiel at the Cpnvention: Get a.posit!On ,-and 
then we shall discUss with you. The result wa8 e ne>t.insight into. "the precess. 
of degeneration, 

!!'b.e party turned oh us tlitll. bared fangs. "I~cconcilable tende,.;. 
cics" v-aS hurled .at UG cll .rf.om. DJ.i sides. In' Detroit~ ~rr. ?hilndalphla :Partie-_ 
Ulal"ly, and in New Yorlr .and. L~s :Ani~les, ~ha provoc~tion.o ... !'ere un9ridled. 

~. tendency met' tl1is assauit in exe:lplnrY. fashion. lfe could. not 
but note that the nys~e:ria, the r~d ~yes and the sr~ng fiots, the pett~bour
goois r~e, wel'e on their side Wh11!3 it was wo who·, recainod cBlo, con~iliatory 
but politically firm and Un,yielding. We satisfi'li.li 0\ll'Selves that the .. Pentraf 
leadership vas not at the back' of th1111. ll"e "let· the. matter slide. :But the 
political ni~flop and the Orgnnlzo.tiOLal hooliganism deeplj• affected· tho 
tendency. For tl~ first time since cntr7 in 1947 the le~dcrsbip found it nec
essary to address a letter. to lendillg comrades in the. tende::1ey es!dng thett to 

o ·.read it to the rnnka. ·· : · ·' . : · · . 
0! . . . • ... .• . . : . 

... ' 
. The w~ole epino~IJ.,:.~ked, it sQemCld t~. ~~' a turni:w;~POittf in our 

·relations >>i th .the. ll.lr.p. It scecod thnt our years ot ."d.Voted activity .and 
res train t bad cominced l1lllllY ·. · · · .. ·-. . ' 

a) thnt our politics did not really .matter t.o us. our. ,uncoi!!P%'<>-
ciaing stand was a violent shock. ..... ,.~ o.; 

b) our attitude sooi:ICd to show thet.,vo .were clotermned to hold 
on Slid "would take anything. · · 

· :. o) ooce obvioutl7.tbought thnt it Would b~ best to get rid of us • 
.. < ., ·v 

. . 
. .. 
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. ~~ tendeno;y by this t\me :!'elt. e. certnin"IDB:•w"'-''"" v~=~loo .• \:~•(.,:;·i 
taril;v and· auccess1"u:n;,r endured these bird yoero ·.in the S.W.P. s.w,p··· . 
. in political chaos. ~ere we had not:ung tc felll'o Pol1t1C8lly our ,own mariile 
"""high. 

llut en irreconcilable con!lict ot' political lines alWeya eiq>reaaeo 
an ort;enio cQnfJ.1ot in a 1fholo multitude of intor-relat!ons, ths sharpcat aiul · 
most COJl!Prehenoi,•e embodicent of w!lich is to be fow:d l.n ths day-t~ life .of 
the party. 

, ' 
After tho 1951 Co"vention and ito exhibit~on of political'·b~ · 

:ruptcy, and. the snat>:s :.f ::a.~o •.rh.J.r.:t f ... J.l:,,13r'l :lt, ue began to look mOi-e clo.Bel.1:. 
'and "Jo eveluate more sy&tctlllt!.cnlly th~ :i,;;o.fe of the party.. There more than·· 
anywhore else the S.W.P. is no more than an:>thfJl" edition of the WoP.-. ~-'· 
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!rho Life of the Party 

The Shachtmanites lived entirely in the spheres· of the Rueaian 
quostian1 ' ps.rty d.ecocracy, collectiVe leadership and such like. ~e_ S:.W,,P-. 
claii!!Sd n correct posi tiori on the RllSa:l(Ul. question, that ths party did practice 
party democr"cy• nnd collective leadership nnd so on and oo forth. !I'hey a~b 
merely di!fe.;.ent aides of tha sCJ!le coin. ."Johnson-.Foreat0 has never botha:·ed 
itssl£ abOut thaoe mu.tual accuea.tioria except to disaociato itselt from thlj l=/,? • 

.. .-- What. we l"..n.vo -been concerned with for ;;car;; .. 1s qressed in tha folloo;Ting para-
(•: g~·aph in ths 2leJ.nnce Shset, We said of the W.P. :. 

f':,,,: ... , ' "!rhe party, apar~ from tho loaderllhip, consists of thrco lo;rors, 
.~.;:,::?;r··. a layer of party ota.J.werts - people who have 'beon in tho party tor ;rear·s, can-· 
>.:·~.·:·''Si ,·.-,n:ot .. thinlc of existence outside of the·party, an~. have the attitude, my par~y, , 
!!~?-::.-~<·i\ · righ.1( ~r. wroDg. · They- ore Sha"chtmant s cadre --··_for the most par~,· Carteri_taSio 
t.:O<;J, }·'/ ··· !l!!iey .W:ntain the ,party. It' is their party in more oeneos th8n they thiDl:,; 
~'.\,'.:-._>\, \ Despite· their. c!Bvotion .. the best negative. thing that coUld happen to the: party is,.. 
~(_>: .. :_1~ ,.·.t .·.<.·tlla. t :·~eae eletlents s~u1d .le~ve ._in a ·body. The seco~d layer con~1ats of --e. _· 
1>.\: :: • '.\YOWI8B1' group~n,g with uimilar polittca.J. ideas as ths ebove but an:douo to buj.l!l, · 
( .:\ ·i-:.:,c tJ:>e.':party •.. !rhey ~· the o.nes >tho have been herdeut hit by the de£enoration ><hl.ch' 
~ ·.·,:_.:· . ,; bes:m i,n 191},5 •. Soma of that!, r..isi;ul.1ed as they were, clid ,otr1k1ng work·in 'the 
:.-~,:_- •:,_. :1.1n1ons -in_ New York1 in . .:Buf'f"alo, i:1 Los ..Angel ea. . They do not know what. to do · ~ r :;>·~(;. ').'next~- 'Ji'inally • ._ thsre nrci· the r.1en 1·rho had- sonlS leD.dsrship: in l;he la.boio moVem.Gnt 
;;, \ i :, lllld were looking for hel.t>, as they- BE\.''' 1 t - hel:p in the union stru&gle;. genuine 
[' '" p.ioletal'ien rani!: and file t)lpes; negroes; the youth, OQGer for lalowledga end , 
(' ' ,· erithoi,.!.astie for the revolution. A party is 1i t~hola, a totoJ.ity, but. ths.leader-

1
: · ship must reflect the vanguard of the p!ll'ty, !low the social vnngaard of ths · 

' .. · party. is the third element, the least voca.J., the least educated 1n llarXism,· ·the 

~
·.· "'1•t.,diffident in expresoin,g thocselvos ~n,g the fast-ta.J.king leyers allove, but 
· rev~l.utionary, sensitive to the movement of the proletariat and potentia.J.ly great 
::-~-- recruiters, once they clarify ther::~.selves. These represent the maso ·outside.n 
L'· ~ 

k· .. '... . lfe wrote this of the W,P. ln rel,ntion to bureaucrncy. !I'he S,!f,P. 
,, . ·. mll·' be astonished to learn that we had it very clearly in mind when we wrote . . 
;. · that section. !!'he decisive issue for 118 was liE! ths Russian· question: that. would . 
· .. ·.,.. ·settle itself. As we repeatedly told Shachtman: liothiD& on earth can prevent · · 

the s.w.P. 1!l!.!llJ: raisilll; all isaues. We were goirog into a party to live the 
life o:r the-pnrty, 

,- _. . : .. . . ~ro sha.J.l sum up our. experience at once,· iie hE.ve learnt that· the. 
~· ... 

f
. ·, ' 

_ . .-_ ·: . . 
·,. -. -· r······ 

collflJ.ct ,be.tween the s.tr,p.; cad:re end .this nll-1mportant third layer 18 tl1e 
permanent continuo\18 ,feature of party life, !I'hese elements ·solve .. their. d1ff1.,;. 
ulUes. iri a very simple "'BY - they. leave. · ·.~- · 
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Tho S.l·T.P. cndrc ''~"O.B Q.blo to ·E!stablieh itself ns a propaganda 
group on the bnsis of the gonerW: itieti.e o"£ ~rOtsky G.nd _the solid, in fact, .genu
inely l!olshevilt c~UU"acter of' the· endres it took: over !roc tho split, particularly 
thooe from J.Unnea~olio. But once tr..is ~·rne actnblishe-d., the organization came to 
6 l".l!l t.' 

The leading cadre sees itself very li~er:Uly ao lenders. ~e 
re,rolution will put the cn.drc, Yastly extended, of course, but et!ll·tho cadre, 
into power. The z:w.sses will DP.ke the revolt.lticr. undor their guidn:lce. Then they 
will plan end organiZe, above 'all thay trill plcu:.. They are hoLest, devoted, 
sincere; and tho proof is their rondincss to sacrifice. Th~ir tnsks therefore 
ore _tl"ro: l) to t!!li!ltnin principled politics, i.e., politics which do not capitu
lnte to the bourgeoisie; 2) to prepnre thez:u;el-:·ea nnd tho party to get hold of 
unions nnd other organizations in, preparr.tion f'or the revolution. 

~e \'thole ·conception ·is not rr.erely bureaucrntic in a theoreti~ 
sense. It is a profoundly .!!ourgeois ·co::~.ception. T!ley propiJse to subStitute 
thGir l:.oncst (and sa.cJ:i!i'ci:~g) sel'Ves for the cOrrupt bourgeoisie, they propOse 
to oubstitute·plM for ·the·Dr,arcl~ of bourgeois production. 

T'nis conception goVerns e\·ery nspect of rnrty life, strategy, 
education, propoganda, agi to.tion; · iln~- sQ~c .. icl. life. It app~n.rs T.lost shrirply ar.d 
olenrly in the attitude to orennizcd lD.bor and the ver-.1 definition of ,.rha.t is a 
reYOllttionarj· worker. 

For this leadership;- .. this. ca.dra and tlU.s· party, an adv'lltcsd, a 
·revolutionary \'rorlt'er iu or1B ,tt:1o·in pt&pr.rea to devote himself C01!1pletoly to 
·asuis tll'lc); the :;>arty ).end.ership tc gain control of ::t union. That is the road to 
tho ~evolution. ~~·lnbor bureaucrnt .who nppa~s. to ~o sympathetic to theSS.aims 
is the greatest of all· prizes, and ·infinite, devious, nlld (as in .. Detroit" recently) 
very illucinc~ting Rl"O the oE:ens ecployad to incorpor'at.~ hin. Ten ~renrc of thi·s· 
}K>licy hns ·nol"t proved its COtrJ?2ete i)roctical bo.nltr.~\!Jtcy •. ~ P'U.:ty linfl p.bt_ only 
ga;nod nothing by it. Tho result~. that the·pnrty'seecs to be !ustif!od in its 
couception of the ~ncl~drdncss of the prolotn:iat &~d pren~~ec aT~cessiori o£ the 
working cl"-"" s1;>:ug,;lc. .,. · · · · 

The S.-1·/.P, · 11nd .thA Rnnk·'ftnd File·lforker 

Totnlly· opposed. to· all. this is tile· politicnl "attitude of the gen
uine ran~ ~~ til~r who comes into_ th~ party, of whom there ~e Sbout n dozen in 
Detroit, native proletn.rians, white and lregro, men end \·rotll'!:c.,.>' ile FJot this t:,rpe 
repcn.tedly in the ll".P.--Those are· the ones· w!lo lead the ,:dld.:cc.t strikes, symptom
n.tic of tha revel t at:Ldnst the bureaucrac;r. They ~e not .- cecldng to. build 
cnucuo~Js t9 wiz:. _posts i:J. u.:rl.ons. They have not joined the pf'.rt;,. to substitute a 
good union appBra.tus for a bncl one. · T'noy nro sodd.ng prit:arily a revolutiont'll""'J 
soc~nlist orgndzp.tion in \·Thich ·they 'ttill t;nin tlla 1:n0\1ledge, the Wldtlrstnnding, 
the discipline and the acsociations ubich ttill fortify nnd d.ovelop thac in tl:eir 
instinctive -hostility t9 bourgeois· society. Thay went the- revolutloMi-y eduo~~ion 
which will enable them to win over tl\e d.o::ens of .,..rvrl:ers a.t.d othors f\DOng whoa 
they live nnd who:: they know uont oral..y whb.t thuY themcel·.rcs nre Beeltiilg in orcler 
to build. the party. Thoy >~ant thrs pricarily for their ctni education. Thay Wlll\t 
it in pnrty meotingo, they .t<nnt it in the pnrty proes, t.hoy i,n..;,t it in party 
.literat'!I'e end t:Wy wo.nt it in party life. They are slirioUG about building tils 
pnrty as a basis for n now ,,._. of lifo.- ·!rho S.'W.P. is ·gcnroti. ·to "·oiot:Orali•• them 
nnd in tho end drive thom O.'t1a:.". · • · 
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. !rhese wor!:ora ere roP.i!J" to defe:>d their union to the lBst against 
the bourgeoisie b11t -cthat the~· kno\·r h that the unio:1 apparatus BB such wet be -"'-'.,· 
destroyed and an entire nev syste:!l. subs.ti t'.lted. before the union can 'beeome an 1 _. 
instrw:ent o'f t!1e needs of the workers. I:1 this t!ley are eorrect BGainst all the 
wiadom and experience of the S.W.P, cadre, !ut they cannot express it thecretio-
sl.ly •.. !rhey keep at'laY from the union oeetings arid after sor.Je time in the party 
thay keep away tro~ tha party alao. 

If duri:cg the last. te:> years ·one-tenth of tho time epent en the 
ebsolutely hopeless tanlt of building cc.ucuses,. hoping to cA.ptm•e one- union a.fter 
another, had boen spent on tha systematic education of these rank and file 
'rorkers, the pert:r today wonld. have. "" actunl basis nnd. periphery in the unl.ons 
and outside.· it, ten ti~ea as srcG.t as it hae_ today. 

!~!bose wise men of the S.W,.J?. do not kno1·1 that this is the most 
practical of political activ,ity, One of the most d.isastrous failures of the 
S.W.P, is the fifteen years of effort and. snc1·ifice spent in =•uvaring iii a 
particnlar union, Tod.oy nothi~ remains. Yet not cr.atter1ng,intellectunJ.s but 
one of ·tho mbGt experienced and effective· s.w.P.•ers of those who worked fOr 
years in tlds· union :jle.s assured. us that if the S.1{,p, 1 ers had. had. a rank: and :file 
base of. t'\>/0 01• three dozen me!l in the union, the union 'bureeacrats wuJ.d n.ot ha.ve 
dared. t~ attack th6m. 

ftJghnnpn::Fores ttr 1\lld the Bank and File Worker 

Wo lr.now this not oaly·by prory, Two ·lone, inexperienced •Johneo,_ 
Forest• comrades were able to tclte the initiative in lead.ii.g the rank: rind. file 
agailla·t the most Powerfnl un1on bureaucracy in the country; they set . off " movE>
ment . .'Wh1.ch '.;ltimnteJy inyolved lpb,OOO l·torkero, nr.d· '\'.tOn a resounding victOry over 
both omploycra tllld· government when the ur.ion loadorohip had conco_d.ecl. defeat and 
wns· eounaelling r·at~pa.t A.s the_ only wv.y out of. disA.stere... The comrn~es, umd~ed., 
exten~ed t~e ~truggle to wider spheres in ~he·labor.no~ementt. scoring AnOther 
dnzzlit;18'· B\1Ccoss. !:fneir gr,eatost _problem was not t1ie baurstlciisiu, thu government 
or the uidon· bureRucrncy, but the S.li.P, leP.dership, which was dominated.· by its 
slrwish ntti tude to tho union lenderahl.p. !~!his whole edso.cl.e we kept fully doC'.l-

1 men ted.,· Some of, the people won to the pnrty by this action ]Ja-o:e been.· ~i-,en away 
horror-stricken by listening to the ma,jori ty lin~ on Yue;oslnvia~ 

The rank: o.nd. fil~ >rorlcer cocas to the pnrt;,: to find out about him
calf r~d the potentialities of his class. He finds noth1og, And limite~, hand.1-
c~p~ed; circumscribed as we have boon, we bnve been able :to demonstrate that new 
ine;rocrienced. comrades and. friends without long. exporionce of Harxism, trnincd. 
and educnted- by us,. haVe -been nblc to partici!mte in various sph8res of the clB.ss 
struggle ns effectively RS fillY others in the party ~ in similar circumstances, 

In ll6tro~t "hen tho pension scheme came Up, the S.W.P, .bWJied. it-
, self "" usunl with tho politics of a few pennioo mor9, One wrlcer who is very 
sympathetic with our id.oaa toolt the floor !18ninst.i!euther, He told him: "Yau. got 
$100, Maybe you should have cot $110, Maybe athars vonld. hnvs only got $90, 
!rh!.t is your affair. Wo ere not interested in thnt,. \fuat wo are intereeted in is 
·that you have consistently given nWs.J' to the oompan:' the privilogee thnt this 
union had von in its ••~ly days ·of .strtJQ;lo, pri,·1legea of oontrolli:cg ·our Ow 

_.production. !~!hat is what ,'If!\ want bnck. We shall' never be .ontiafiad. until ve get 
1t,n Reuther wna driven to the defensive. Tho peu~ion discussion became a debnte 
between Reuther and thio workor and. went on from meeting to mooting, So many 
l!euthari tos were supporting the wrlcor that Reuther had. to soy thnt al thoueh these 
!dears vero correct, tho timo \tnB not yet ripe. 
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.Elsewhere two young ineA"P!!l"i£mced "Jo!).nson-Fore~ttt comr~ee :were 
able to build ·a\tch contr.Cte M10!1& the" t:!t'.ae t}'l..r,t when ~he tS.me cnme for an elect
ion campeign, non-party people too;: over the campaigl1 and Mde it an astonishing 

· sucoees, Hero again the real bc:ric:r 1·:a.s the S.tf.P., :1. ta ubat!"nctionu about 
plnnned economy and its preoocupution trit!~ soaing ·:thnt no s.;ohnsonismn wno 
prenched from the plntforc.. · 

The s.W.l'.-lendSrs preach the bo.ck\1nrd.n&s8. of the workers,_ the 
corrupting wenlth of Acericon i~crinlisD, the sacrifices which only they nre 
prepared to rtnk:e, a \'rholo series of falael-.oodo·, fol:Lics and sll'.ndo~s of the 
working class ns the reasons wey the averoge vorker . doeo not join, or whe.n he 
joine, leaves. The WO!"kera·l-btCIJ because the revolution is not con_creti·zed for. 
them, nnd it is ·not concretized becnuae the s.u.p, do~s not .con~retely prncti.ce 
revolutiO~J politics. · 

AJ.l these proletarinno .ever got '"'" tht'.t the American imperinliats 
\1Sra plottirig war and mo.d.e high proi'i ts 1 which they laiBw before· t!1ey. en tared. ·:rn 
retu:rn thoy "'ere to Cake sacrifices, ring door-bella,_ and sell the J.filitr.nt which 
in My ~aee few :>artY .members read e.xcE~pt bY, an ef!or~. 

Si:< years· agn, 1>adng ourselyes 'on. th~ory ~· oti intenSive exp~,.. 
m·ote: · · ·: ·~ 

"'n· the speeinl circ-JJlllltancoa or. Jl.,;,.ri crm develoP,ont, it·.c i.e; pre.c'is~J.~ .t.lii>: r.,;k 
and fil'e workers above 1\ll othe!"s to .,.,ha:n t~e !'arty must giv~~-. both, Bs C.6ntlict~ 
and far more as 1:1embero, c. cor.1pN~hunsiv"e training: in ioevolutfonarY "tho\Jgh!i~-'Si{d.~ 
the revolutionary~- of Ufe. as the concrete developing. nlte""'tive to collaps
ing' bourgeois -society. !lot onl•• does the worlcer.need this. :for'"hicself., but it is 

•· onl:r b:;r -this mealis thnt at .the present str:te ~f.tbe parJiy'o 4i;v9ioJimon_t;. lie. ·can 
l:lalce the mos-t ·effective app~nl. to )lis iellow workers .t·o. join· our: ~e.z;:r·. ~ _-· , :···. 
"A llolshevik party at thia stag0,. can be developed·.on no other.:found..">.tion, least 

·or- "all· ·in the· United States.- .. The ll.ectJ.ss~y· 'edl.\cnti.oo in _t_bB · ~:iioci:fic. contribU:
.· tlone to l·faixl.sm in -the. last five ·.YBBl"s, conconit"nt1o!l o:i 1_1Iilmodi-8te ~ ~·::uman•.t 

the :conception of 'plenty for all' .- none -of theile cc.n ·b.;: the "'m<ians··cit ·:attra:ct
·ing or holding ra!llc;and.file.workero in.·any nllllbera in."tlie'porty,• (lii! Taek 2g 
l.l.\!,i...l.S!Jlg the Amorican ll2l!!~ ~. p.lrl6)~ , ··· · · ·' · ·. · .. :' · . . . . . 

We know this, becnuoe it is on this principle that "e bnve .. bul.lt 
and educated ou.r D\m memborobip under the most difficult conditiona.:.:~r tend.Oncy 
baa ever baen subjected• to •. , In.·i!>e .lJnlance §.I.!..Illl we 7;-rote about these elet~ents 
in the:W.P.: , · ·· .. . : -~ ... ,. . ·. ·· :.. ·,. ·· ···.·, . . 

'"It is ~reci~oly here,tliat ths.if,P. shows the.k>ot.~e.Ueratio 
tendonc1aa. It has never underS~ood the· thi'rd. ·laY~r~ · n&'VBr ·lia·teisad~ ·to= .. the"m, 
never learnt' anything, from, the~ •. It has never been. able. to seo that if these 
were nlwayu nttractad,.by: what. it. cllilod .. •.rohnsoni"ot~" iul4- hl\d. t"o .be boaton o!f 
frog bocor.li.ng "Johnoonitoa," it va.s· bCCause liJohnaOniam" r'eprOa(m.tCd Whit: ·thOT 
end those .outside :whom .they rep~Cesen_te,d_ til'S. "looking for.. .In.ote~d of diving 
deeper end deopor 1ntG llar:dst. thoo,_,,. the ·anl7 ~ of. lonrnint: to. l•llliorstond 
tbie layer 111\d. to .. 1\Ppreciato nnd trnnolate ,into ·concrete nol1tioe their al>iding 
end ooncrote ho.atility. ·to bou.;geo1• aoci~ty, the. W.f>., with "t';,Pf.c;il ;P.ot.t.,...liolil'
geoia !>1'rogm;co, :ia deJl!i~tod ey the. idot1 tbnt for .tlw.6 ''"(!r;y_thing hlid to ·ba::·aimp
litiod nnd popUll11:'!zod,. ,.Ita .. oonception.of .the rola~ionobip of t.lla le!!derah1p to 
the party iB only n purer distillation of who.t it thirika is th.e ·relationShip' 
l>o~en tlje pl11:'~;y rm4;til_• mll&&ao. Ita lll.~lo Me ~~en.Lenin1 a mhtal<on conception 
in .lillall.h JiQ ll.2llmll that tho'party'nlone, ·the'intellectua:U, can b>'int: aocinliat 
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COJiooioUinees to tho •••••· Trotaey took care ln hl.o last book to ""PP•• Lenin1a 
error and ohowod that Lenin h!.maolt adl:litted H. 1'he book shoWs with h!.tb&rto· . . 
unrovenled insight and poropective the dialectical relation betwoen leadership 
and rank: and file from the be~inning c! l.iuasian llclahevisc to its eild." (ljrJance 
~. p.l8), . 

In the S.l;,p, ISl)d the If.?. renk and file proletarians have always 
known that "Johnson-Forest" hed what they were seeking.. :l'J>at is wey our ver:; 
presence in the branch, as worker a in the plant. and as mecbers o£ "Johnson
Foreot" was the cause of ouch a bitternese on the p_art of the lender&hl.p in 
Detroit, When at last during the discussion we urote in ~ Cnpi~ w 
Xlu:J.ll Rwoll!tion and spoke up about the p•olotariat in the Uni tod States and in 
Ruooia, it >ms a revelation to t-he Detroit rank and file, :Srief though it w!lS, 
they ~•cognized at once that here ..,.,. somthin;; for tthich they had joined tho 
party and which they had never heard before, 1'hey ere absolutely correct, Once 
they are nade into rsvolutionari Marxists, the problem of recruitment is solved, 
For they and th0y alo~.e. can recruit and keep the recruits in the party, 

As it is, those t;ypea eta:; for a while, waiting for· they know not 
~br.t ~ctly, the.l~crJ. le!idersh!p i!:J driven to eonstent sneer!nt; end sniping · 
an<t oometineo violent· attacks on •Johnson-Forest.• · :Sut "118 in the W,P, this 
brin;;e ito own reward. To attack -•Johnson-Forest•· meonu inevitably an ati;ack on 
the proletariat •. ~erywhero onr comrades felt that the more the s.W,P, preached 
tlia bacl<:vai-<be.ea o:r tW. proletariat,· the inore ·it wea driven to attaoll: •Johns""" 
Fares ttt u tho_ main enemy~· · · 

. . Constantly in the port:; tho "Johason-For~st• comr11des in aop0. ~f 
the aimplost ot: ~t.D'-da,V conVersations· ha~e had to 11al.k on eggs ~n ord.el- to .. 
avoid this question of the backwardness of the J>:nt>rican proletariat. .It becomes 
an issUe a:Linmerin& under thi. sui.race of all rolationu in the porty._ .. 

when at .the C<>nvantion of 1950 ·<»i autlu>r"it .. Uve ·ape~ch is.Jna~e. ·· 
upon· the l>ourgeoi"&-.'lature 'oi' tho "moL-l. can proletariat "and its unr"eadlnesa for the 
i<ntolu.t:l.cin, .avery single party "member koowo that thi"e ·13 an authoritative: state
,1119,;~ whi_ch .18 d1!'ectsd.a&!lin0t the •Job:loon'oForest• ·coni:rados and not onlycin,-: 
their "dooumonts but in the attitUde they haVe to the -proletariat in the dq.to-
dn:; life ot the part;{. · · · · 

~ae·uwi:raa 

·What 1a true of the ran!i: and f!le·proletilrian.1n canerai.,-·iu, se 
always, doubly true of the Negro, 1'he s. W,I', !indo all sorts o! fanta8t1o· 
reaaono for .the fact, that so man:; l!egroes joined tho par·b:; and left it. !!'he W.P. 
hAs anticipated them in thoU' total ax;ieilience, ' · ·' · ·· 

' . ,' •· -·.·· ! - . ' ... 

' .. 
What the >dli_te i.orker ;wr.nta~ · the E'egl'<hinnts only to. a: fil'r .;~re 

int&naive dsgree owin& to his do.ubly oppressod Bituatioil, · 
' .. . . . ~ ., ' ' 

. . . Aft~· ... tw11ty iaozs or" Sxistenco: iri the United Stat~3, the s.W,P. 
up to 1.9118. had zulthiiiG .to .t~ll t,hir Net;roe_a oxoapt that· tlie:;' were opPl'essed. libat 
a conception:o! tha m!lSse• ud of ·the :VIlllgunrd olmnenta to bel"ieve that ·th!.·s · 

. would hold. them. . 1'he. :Ueg>:o" :.abov_e ·ail w.,zited a ~ wai o! lU•, . a new: way of 
thoucht and 11' ·even only ,in ,idea,·" nov mode o"t liotioD. · In"l946,-"'!a111 ozi·the 
baoh of theory "and. :AI! i:n(enoive :cixaminnticin" ot: oxperience ·tie motel.: . ' ; . ' _. ' ' . '.. '_, .. ·;.: ·.·. . . . . ,, ' '.. . 

.•~:l!esr<>:~r~or, :ra..: .;.,;. ,~b..n tho vhi.t,e.,~~li:·~! r~q'ii~~e..; 
....... _, ··--·--""-·····'•"' 
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ideolo(licnl underst<\nding not only of .tho da?ol.opcent of tho Ar.!ericnn. prolo
tlll'int in Acerica.'l socioty but of tho davalopmont of l:oo;ro struggles, .-\n 
It:porti\r.t pnrt of his intogrntion in tho Workers Pnrtl" iB n Lenin1 ot educntiom 
in t:to objoctivo role 1·1h1ch the l!egrooo hr.v.e plnyod 1n thepo.st and t<ill play 
in tho co::lint; proletnrinn 'revolution, !rho eduontion net onl;1 o! l!ogross but 
of t:O.o p..~rty r.s n 1·tholo in tho signific.~co of this objoctl.ve rolof 

i. "vindB the Ne&ro to the pnrty 
ii, onnbleR ithtrrl to n.ns\1Gr not only tc. thor.sclves but to their . 

conto.ct.s tho justified doubts ns to the fate of lTeo;rooo nl't.or they ho.vo pnrtici
pr.torl in t:1.e overthr01.'1 of the bourgeoiBio. 

111. is the bnn:is for hlu-moniotls relo.tions between "bfies nnd 
:Teg:ooa under the pree8Ul"e of bourgeois rnce prejudice t-!'hich will incrensingly 
bo felt in the p:n·ty as it drnt<s into its =lts not intellootunlo, but rank 
nnd file ,·rorkers, both , .. rhite and lrogro. · 

"Experience has also 1nd1Cntod. that lTcgroes, ·in'opcrl:r into{:,Tatod 
into tho pl'.rt:r, cr>.nnot oxil:-"" ·-:ring eu.bot.nntinl nuiilbors of 1-rogroos into tho 
!l:'.rty; but o.re ol.so e. I."lOrL'lG of nttre.Oting ,.,:'lito ~<lorl::ers. • (T:.,e Task of J3uild..,. 

· ing t~:;.o .A=.orictm :Bolshevik ?t>.rt:r, PP• 14-15) · 

T::ese words aoc:.l sir.tiJle. In renlit:r t!ley contn!n the essence 
JJi.1)olshevint: _e..."ld. \"1e, tlesp:te t~i.e oost hea.rt"bre.:-~king li:::;.itntions, Mva ~oocn 
able to do much to dcmonstro.tc t:: ·ir trut!t in pructice~ Eere, r.~.oro shnr'!)l7 
t:\E'.n MY\"!here else • ca..""l bo· seen ~:· J lin~ tnt ions of" t:1ose rmrty-bu.ikdera. 

All. politics 
the i-:-egi-o · t!,Uestion. 

in t:1c United States nre expross~d uost a.'tarply in 

~he ~Tegroee uho coae ·tO tb.e port~r know tint tho _j;w..rt:r do"os not 
give thac \·1ho.t t~ey ~nt. Revolutionar:r in fore., th9 eonton.t of"· the s.:-T~P. 
ideaa on .the.liogro l!Uestion is. thorotl&hJ.Y" bourgeois, radicnJ. b"ourgooio·bu.t 
bourc;oois ncYortholoss. Tho !)arty is not· politically ochl.ooted on tho 17ogro 
question~· !r:-:.o tnsk of t....,a :port~~ loo.dOro 1.-!!l.s :t:.t. do for the l~eg~.·oe~. in tho 
United Stlltes 11!w.t !<nrx !w.d done ·in gone:onl :Cor the proletnrillt _.; ~stablish. 
itS role i.-1 t:"le·t.rans:rorao.tio::l of society~· It it on til-is ~-re liv'e,· ~ pci-ty_ 
did not {bOt it, the !'!QG";".oes did. not; get_ it. !i'ho cansoquenco is mncy lJ~inf~. 
a.nd. sooo very s!mr.1a~l ·conflicts. 

, T:W st:r.ug&l.o in. t:1e party ta'tos thO. forra.. o£ n stru.g5le over 
\·lhite chnu-vinism1 l\lla. l-Tep•o after :1osro drcrtJS out· of the part!' con•rinced tant 
the pitrty is .chauvinistic. r:l'ne party o.s a \.,.~ola is conscious Of the f'uct 
thnt it does its·bost ti> bolll:we to !!egroes as col:U'c.des s::.onlti. 11•respcotivc of 
rnoc. It cnn.'lot· undors:tn. ... 4 · t:1e hostile attitude of t:1.o .!~eo:oes. !rhus 'bo
co.uso o£ political uoaknoss, nn issue·\lhich can 'bo kept it its place· only 
poli ticr-lly, is blo,_m up .to false proportio:ls and ontccrbntos antabonitl!lll 
on "oOtli sides, · · · 

If t~c "Jo~~so~oroat" cornro.doa woro in constant dnngor of 
oonilict. ovor tho prolotnri.o.t, they 11ero st~ll cora eo ovor tha !Toc,ro quost:Lon. 
ln Detroit, the conflict '-me ccmtinuous~ IJ.'h0 fiJobnaon~oreot" comrades oado 
n fe" aintnken= :But 1 t ,;ro,~.ld ~.Y'-Vf' n~efljd i:ilmrilnr. p~•t1moe and. contr~l t_o 
nvoid roncting, und ren.ctin,; ,ndl:' aor.Jetlnao, to tho jeo.louoy~ BC.spicion, 
hootility roul. sonso o:r inf'oriol•it;· of the s.·w,;p. loo.d.ora on tho !•oc;ro quootion, 
~hoy could not hol~ tho lTogooo, nnd thoy :::no." nnd 110 knolt trAt t!to "Johnaon-
1or1Jot11 coOl"nd.os Could. ~hn o:caspo·rntilli:" n..'ltura of" ti10 otr1.1ggl.o oo.n bo dornon
strc.tod b~r n recer.t. episode. ~ho loBd.or oi tho :ilOt'roit partr, qie4\kin~ to a 
~7cgro :prolotnriim. native of DCJtroit 1 nccuood t:1o ··nJobZlc.o!l-Foreotn Nhite ~l·ls 
o! d.~noing onl:r •·lith lTogroos, Tho t<hito .. 
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girls of the majority, !>c complained, were too >;r,y to do so, and the resUlt 
was that the majority s~aQed to be cho.uvinis~·ic. If this is the mess into 
which a member of the 'ltatlonal Comi ttee can ee·.; ::iaself on tho ll'egro '}.Ut.to

t1on inside th13 party11 1 t is casj~ to understand t~~.e cc..nfusion, uusp:icitJ.:'. and 
bittarness of inexperienced but .. revolutioiJ.N'Y lle.c:.~ocs ~·ho co:ne to the pu.rty,
hoping first nnd !orelll.o:st to -leove bours:eois idens behind them. 

ThA Wt'lt.ten 

J There is a historic~ a£:riD.1ty in the. Un.ited S~e.tes be-
tween th.J atfuc.l{J.cs for freedol:!l of Uegroes and of ltomen. Tha: his·tory of 
the s. w. P. BllCms thic in its sharpest an.d. yet ::1ost confused form. 

The ~or.an in the party, and here thoro is little differ
ence bet,.,een cadre end rnn kand file, are tormented. by a sense or the 
same masculine domination which 'they had in bot:.rgeois society. Just as 
the negroes fall back on lrhitc chau .. linism, . so tho '\r.OC.men fell back on charges 
or maie chau.vinism, In reality the s. w. P. is a complete blw>k for axzy 
theory or c~•er" state~t~ent of the oi t1.2ation of women in boureeois society end 
tho revolutionary role of 'ti'Omen in the struggle !or the revolution. l'ha' 
party has no, material; no 6.nalysis. no line, no means of educr~ting itself' 
on this profo•mdl_v important questi-on .. · 

l'lben -~ho UJohnson-J?orast" women comrades went to Deti-oit 
they.found .that .the s .. · ~1. ?. women Were f'or the :lOst part_house-.tive~ or 
did office l-tork~ The wonen co:r.rades were ·~old that it \.'88 their revolu
tioner:- duty to_1t0rk- i:J. offices .or to Btey at l:oc.e in order to sustain 
their man aithor in the unions or as part:; ft.·~c~io!leries.. Otir \iDmBI!-

1 _/i)tartled them by refusing to be nero a:;>penda;..os to men' and going l.r.to 
Y the plant themselves. ~he s. ,i. P. voraon :folloHcd suit. ~his at least 

vas one &ood ~le which the s. W. P. in ~etroit tollowed. . 

S::.W.l as it iS, "Johnson-Forer.t 11 i's alrCad;y distinguished 
b:r the fact that its leetlir.g woman cadres, not 6n1::. in tlworetical uork 
but in all rou,d capncities in all sueh spheres as t!>ey hnve been. cnJ.led 
up~m te handl.o: not" excluding the class Struggle e.t itS . .ch.trpcc·t {tha moct 
important episode described: earlier) -- in every s"hSr~ they can hold their 
own •·lith any woman in ·any radical party in the co.;, try. Our yollllger. women 
comrades, despite the strrulg!Uat~ng at:ooaphe"e o:r the s. w. P .. ·c.re mak:i.>~g 
rapid strides. from the Bl)niors to the yo~st .recrUits. They· hold thci·r 
own w1 th the men in our tende!llcy, The leadership seea to it that they do, 
and spends more care on thei:r educn.tion and opening' up opport\!.ni tie a for 
them, precisely becauoe of the .resistance t_o bourgeoi~ oppi'esaion that tbe;y 
reprose}lt. 

It might be thought that here pr"aumably the.re wouid bo 
no cause of coni'l:ict. 11ot so. In Los Angeles, ·one of our youngor comr8dea 
without experi~nee, got _interastod in the women question. Trained by , 
"Johnson-:i'orost". irhe, "ithout any guidance, want stral.aht to .the heart or 
the question; 'the proletarian t/Omen.. With help :!'rom :friends inside and 
011tsido the pnrt;r, she sl:etched o11t the eleJllenta of a theory, in essence 
relnting the role of tho p~oletarien 't...,S!n = =~rJ..G;.ant&.\'y r.u and governed 
by tho needs ot cspi talist production, . · . . - . 

Immediat~ly there is a erieis, !rho s. W. P. does not 
know anything' else ntout women h tha modern tiOrld tlum to tell thom that 
they 111.11 gai'n personal freedom .in the party. ~· ..... ~ imperialism means war, · 
ancl tl!at their !llell •dll ·be taken away -;- ns c. "r"c.teriatic a piece of 
male chauvinism as you can· find. This emptiness is nt once ohown up b;y · 

' .-,. 
' .,., : · .. 

,. 
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8 thesis whlch shows the proloteria.'"l woman, in pence or ~ 1 bound to a routine 
whieh ruins her relations tdt~ hGr :1uaJ~C. a:.O. har children. ~he. conclueion is 
ineccapable. lloti>in.; but the proletp.ri~m rs·:olo>tion and the I:JOst dr.astic sweep-_ 
ing 'lYSY' of bour(;Oois societ:: offers ~· .,rr:y out. 

Forth,dt~ there beeins fer a yo~ co~~a nt the beg1nn1Dg o! 
her devclopoent, the perpetual "Joh.""l.son-Fore!l·t" crisis in the S. W. P. All this 
about wot:n3'n pl'91Stbl"iatis end social ra7ol;;.tion. ir. of cou.:-;;o ''John:;.:n·J.ow. n He-.; 
much can aha say? iiow to phrru;e 1t7 -!'he yp.rty lenderr. have no line of their own, 
but IIJohnsonism" is Sn enect-~ to be S'l!."iped. rt. •rherev(;lr.i.t r&ises· ~tn head. 

~e situation is furth•r eo~licated by the £net" that one o£ the 
:party lenders in Los Angeles, a,~·:oonn, has for :rea:-s bee., notorious in the branch. 
and in the party for her champiol".ship of ~:omcn 1 3 rights, above ·nJ.l, 1n the ~ .. 
'Eor bar 1 t is a. ques~ion of male chau.viniam, pure ond si::tpld. ·!ffOiiiii~lndividnp.l ') 
pnrt:r trooe:l, heve to stril.P~e for their riehts. The attitude ·is in no wt'.::f dift"Bl'-. 
ent iro::1 t!·1a.t of th~ Nogro·'fl'orkar who blomes hll his troubles :\n tj;e party on · 
w.!li t~ chautinism.. · . · ...___..,............ 

~hus an atteopt to -w.o::.-k· out a :.~at. al)proach·on a of3r10us 
question, ho'."I8Ver tentativel,v anC. ooder.tly, · plcces· the nJobnoon-:.Fore·st 11 comrades 
in gen•rnl lllld in p,-t1culnr in co~i"J.ict 'lith thi cndrss of ~e 5. lf. _P. . . -

The s. W. P. leade:i-s:Up, contront.ed l'iith a concrete problem in 
builUl.ng the revolutione.ry p!ll"t;r a:>d. the -c.oncrete ciangerc in the pcrty itself o:f., 
accusations Md heated conflicts over tlalo c!:nw.~inis'ci; hns no' .gUidance to offer .. 
For year_S it has ·tried to l:eep the· pence by calli~ lleriodicAl.ly !or e. stud:.~ of_ · 

11theor,·" on t!lo question.. .. E•F,els,. ::;ebel, l!:~utsky. Never was "the.re the· slightes"t 
inkling of " concreto j:lroblon cif. revolutionary nrolotnriP.il. Y.Omen in the· Ucl. ted. · 
Statos. This ev:uoion ~B fl.ll.Uly c!JJ.tlinnt<id in~ a co;:,prchensive historical t;reat:"/ 
mont of' nm.trlarcnical aoeietiec fro!: the apes to :10n by a lcad.!ne; wot:a;t" coi!II'ade ; 
in l!av. York.·.· Just as th~·s •. lf. P. leai!eror.l.p rune b..:ck to 1\abates on Cliriotian1V 
b.ecause it is· incapable of grnppl:tng with the question· of StRl.iniat:!. t'o~p,".so it· 
runs back ~o remte diobu.ssione on mati-iorclml ·~c. p:j,tl..-turcha1 sociE!tias 'becauSe 
it is ineRPabl~ of ern~pling.vith the co~cretc prObl~~· Of educating not ·o~-
the !Jrolatr.r1o.n \100."\%1. ·uut the i-evolutioxiary ;p!.U"t;;· in )~e'r-i:c·r~ on lromen and the 
revolution. - · · ,_ · · 

. On the youtl: queStio=.. ·a:a, on t~te :recro ·question, the s. lt. P. is 
blinded by its fear nnt! iepotence bei'ore t!la aapirt>.tiQ~s · of those leyers o"f the 
re:volutione.r~' rr.n.ss;gs '.·rho are sockini; in U.o revolutionnrf pnrty to fortify thoir 
ins~in..::tive. ~.,'B'tili ty. to bo".Jrgeois society, their conceptions of a ne'"r society 
and their readiness to work for it. 

:il\lt 'The~ons in rolatto!l. to the nctlroes. the party Ctl.l!ldS holplossly 
by ,hila they leave, in relation to the ycuth the s. 'lr. :r. from 1940 1sl:>aunted 
by an underlying fep.r that thore .!llnY be n r•p•ti tion of the spl1 t of 1940. It 
the~efore se•ks. actively nrid systenaticnll.y not tp d.evelop youth trork but to pre
vent the youth £rom oplittin&. ~ore" could be no grantor indication of.the"remote
ness of s. W. P •. politica from the reYol"J.tin:lnry fo!'cca in tha United StntOs. to~. 

T!lio dafenoive attitude is not organizational but poli Ucal. As 
in 1940. tho s. V. P. acts ne it doeo because it 1e unnble to pass· tho one progrem, 

~the concretization of th• pi!rspeatl.va of the: A::>erican revolution, w!lich c-an prevent 
ths constnnt necosoi ty. to··intervene orgA!ll.zationnlly. 
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~he S. w. P. thin!:c t!mt the de.ngcr of· cplit 1:1 ~he UniteJ. Str.tes 
is the Rusainn question.. It ie ns wong on thir. ns it ca:. posaibly be, r-~d 
Bll our wr:l tines since 1946 to the pro sent have ·..;een wnrninto to t~c ..t\1:£:1•::.~ 
TrQtslcyiet lo!oVeltlent of" precisely this. lie told tl:ec in the lir..tr;t,g!;L.S.<r.f~~! 
tbnt because of t!le absence of' a. Social Deoor-rnt~c party in tha 1;n:i.t.t.:~ ~Hates, 
a1:. Id.nda of revolutionnry petty-bourgeoie e .. .... .,e:ts would. be constnnt.:t.y at
tracted to the revolutionery pnrt;-r. We wrJt• ~ 

'!SJlRChtmar, (t.J:!.d the l-i. ?. al"d o,YJ!.Ibolical oi r.: (.1 .Aoe.rican petty--courgeci.sie 
ar.d l:lnDY radical workers. Randy to fight Ame:ic,n capital ism, but not know
ill{; how, indulgine in all sorts of enpiric1am and then looking bacl:: at the 
:-evolutionary covemaat 'becnuse they do not knov ~1hro.t to do with themsalvea. 
The assioilitetion and intagration of' these and si~i!nr elements, the pre
servation of the revolutionnr.v cadrec of the American proletp.rir-..t, hotu~var 
finely te~~~pered, froc petty-bourgeoio ideology, the subjective aspect of 
this tasl:: is tr~e ~du.cation of the pn.rty in the pRStf present nnd future 
of the AIJerican socialist ravolu~1on and all thnt this h:plies. That is 
the great l&ssoD. to be iearnt frorn this. Goldrne.n an~ l.forrow co!lapsed 
'because they saw the victories of the lled Army but ;hac! no serious perspeo- . 
tive o! the victory of the A:!lerican proletariat. And I·torrowl a theoretical 
hostl.li t:r to the thosis of the I. x:·. D. succumbod to their fantP.sies 
precisely becauue 'tthet shoUld have been the source. of his strength, -the 
American proletariat,· was the source of his WeakriosS. As the prxty 
grows, these .tandan_oies 'Will rea19ear in one :rom or another. Uere 
discipline is not ono~h." (Dnlnnee Sheet, p. 25) 

The Youth qnd the AbPndoned Revolution 

· The s. 11. P. r.P.s been allle to teach the youth not;,ing abont 
the ACerican R•volntionbecause tho party itself knows nothing about this 
revolution. It hM no idea of preparing the theor.etiCal preases of thl 
ravolution.and b~ilding ths party theoretically and practicall~ on these. 
T!lerefore, in a aphare >there it 1s· C0!:1pletely baffled politically, it 
falls back on pure discipUne. l!ut, !or core.·' thnn with the .,.o,.,n ·and the 
lTegroeS_ in their pn_rtic't:lar- cpherca, "!t i:o p:r..!c!.r.cly the, spoci~ic l.l.Spect 
of bourgeoia DOciety, arbitrary diocipline, t . ...-!.t t~·J.e youth came to·· the ... 
party to escape. The desire for :!clowledge, t. o taearness 1:or free self'-. 
expression, the aspirations £Qr freedom froo ~~~~F ~ushed around ~J 
authority for reasons alien to the youth~ all thCJse Consc;ously,prasent· .. 
in the youth,. are in t!le highcs.t sense rovolutio:l~:-:·. They are a tremendOus 
source of vi tp.J.i ty end strength to the revolutionn..-:: pnrt:t if tl:oy are 
integrated by a concrete revolutionary line bt1sed on 1-inrxism and. t..'IJ.e 
proletariat. 

~ut politico} bankruptqy has. its own logic. Tho S. w. F. 
turned its attention to the youth precisely at that moment when it ab
cnd.one·d the perspective ot the Americnn revolution. It did not even bother 
to hid.> thio. In l!e11 York it told the you.tb: the party must :fall. back 
on yo:~th trork because it no lon,;er has an arena !or trade u.nion act~.vity 
in tl'.is period of the recession of tha class at~gle. 

It ~roposed the reorganization of the youth as " party 
branch.. When the youth inatinc~ively rec~iled,_ 1 t t~tated eve!l .tr.o~.-e 
e"Phatically ita abandonment of the perspective. It told them that it . 
still adhered to tho "classical conceptinn ot an independent youth'gr~up,• 
but in the concrete circU!.lStances of \fOrl'".ing olaae- decline, ·llie only arena 
for the party was the youth. Its lip service .. to the ~oneept of 1&11 indepen
dent dent youth group was precisely the.aalDa aa.its lip service to· the. co,._ 
oept of the indopendent Negro struggle, In thoor.y, yaa; in practice, · · 
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tear and cCNBl'llice before it. Ir tho part; had :1ad a revolutionary perapectlye 
on tho Americcn proletari11t, 1t could have oti1'1Ul11ted and enccuroged the building 
of an indpondent youth group, It ho.d procisel;· the opposite orientation. &nee 
it took precioely tho opposite road. 

~· reorganization or t~• youth into a party branch in !lew York 
had nothing to do 'With the revolution or tJte d-evelopment o! the youth. It vaa: 
tho atteJ!!Jt ~o keep the yoJJth !!!lbo!"dir..l.te by par~ diac!pl.i.ne. :I1le unworkable . 
result vas to throw the youth into a blind conflict with the party, a conflict 
in which, as with the li'cgroes and t.ho wor.~tn, it waw irnpo~siblc to d1senta!Jglo the 
l>Olitic&l iooucs without rnising the mst !uz:<lamcntal questions of the life of 
the p1U"ty. 

The "Johnaou-?orestn leaders in lfett York constantly retreated in 
orde1" not to ioperil the general position o! the. tenc!ency :.n the s. lof. P. · The 
youth, hostile to these actions of tho party, felt that the existence of •Joluo.8on
Forest" af!o=dei them, i~ not protection, nt least n perspect1v9. Only the tact 
that "Johnso,..Forect• vas in existence :;>re~ented tl1e davelop;nent in 1949-50 of a 
struggle over the ycuth ~estion recapitulating on a higher plane certain aspects 
of the split of 1940. It would have begl!ll w1 th questions or burcaur.racy· but would 
soon linve developed into an all-sided split. Th£ trninin& of "JohnsOI>-Foreot•.·on 
the 1940 split, the constant education of tM youth not t-o be diverted by organ
izational conslderationa, kep~ this in chock. . In essential contrast to 19!10. the 
.youth vllioJ.I was llnder the in:fluenco of •Jolmson-l'ores.t• id8aa did not want a · 
debate on the ausaian question; it did not want a repetition of the old sectarian 
iqeological. clisputes. . It was oeek1ng a revolutionaey line .to go to the deepeot · 
layers of· the revolut1onar.t youth. ·' .··. 

~e ycutiJ was sensitive to the revolutionary sentiments and.ideaa . 
that were simmering in the masses or yo~th outside, ~he experiences and education 
of some,of them in "Johnson-Forest" ideas and practices had taught them to·look 
for and to see these thingo, ~e same education hed ta1:ght them not to ·look in, 
19Sl for student anti-var n..veinents of the type of the '.30's. They knew in the 
youth as ale.ewhere t:mt the movece~t Md ~no daeper,- eneompassii,g _the att1tudes 
of the youth to society as a whole, ~ey did not actUally .e");>ect, the·.great 
student domonstartions bl!t they Wlderstoocl whet the7 .signified, ~ey.did . .,,
thorough study of this movement and outlined political cond!urions which could·b• 
developed and. concretize<\ only in practice. :aut ao usUal. they bee. to koep,H 
socret, .. We Jllantion thiS. ae an example ,of the terrible .burden all •Johnson-Fcre$t• 
colill'ades carried. llut it pressed moot harshly on the youth. ,!!'hat sort. of ·thing 
lo now over. ~s material Un .American youth will be one oi our earliest pub
lications. : ; 

. ~. piU"ty sent into ito psaudo-yol!th 'branch the politically most 
Pabloite elements. The leader of theoe vas one of the most · ot'telllliTe o:f the 
s. w. P.t ere, poll tical~· unstable in regard to the wnr, perMeated to the ~ro,:, 
with a ferociou~ !irr.mess when backod by 11 1111"£;0 majority against somo inexper-: 
ienced but 1'evolut1ocary youtn,· :Everybody knew that· these !led been ·sent in to 
keep the ycuth fron~ going "Jolmson-Forost.• A suboLential nlll:lber of·capable 
coNades &U,p!)ortoti tfJo~oz:. ... Fc::ost. n nut tha quection 1·1as not one ot different 
pocitions on the lll<ssian question. It was tho mast vital.poUtical life of .the 
youth vhich was nt stake. The "Johnson-Forout8 youth \nlG rend.V .~o ·let tho .. s. ·v .. ::?. 
be .ao l'abloite as it wanted, if Onl;,' it coUld 5et to work on the .Ame~ic!Ul rov- · 
olutton. The ycuth who had nsither Pabloi tomr 11Tohnson-Forest" pol! tic& were 
cor.fused, disoriented, bewildered. . · .· ' 

~his fundamental conflict ot politi~al· ideno ejpressod:it~olf ~~t 
clearly ln the attitude to thc Y. P. A. aa a """" movement. ~· 11Johr.iro~>-Forest• 
ycuth saw 1 t na a movement ot ~'Outh, contused, diaorlented, non-political 
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but aeekin~: a moanti to Ol<prcaa thoir hostili~y·.to capl.taltam and .tb,e,,wr.. ·, 
Thei s.w.P. dace not undorct:l....'1d ttis· in·.-:J.t~ th:.J..t~cc~y a!ld.p:-an.tica .. ;-!1o~ cou14 
it give directiOn -to ·the yo'.!.th2 .d.ll "Tjhnt it. GU';r '"ltls a otr'.lbGJ.e:fOl'! :COAtrol, 
a ropetition oi ito hopelesu at+.elJ1!1t :'l ~-.-~-~-"l.J'e'l:til"l -tn:the Ur..itod Statas by
means of Ti toiam, and nn e:r_,:~c:JJ"e t:f Sta.J ~ ·:..; ~r:. ~.·.,•t:l· ni T' .... l l'ights. ine 'l'!hole 
thing tm·ned out to be ·a tct.-;.l ::uilt:e~ ':..;':. t.H"-: i~~.o:i.~ of U:,.ia came a. rapi tit ion 
of the Y.li.A. conflict in P:.·ool::J.;.--n ~d tr~ tlll.,•r_;.:_-·-!· n~T.nok on "Johnocn-.Forest 11 
and pllrticularly in tae ·yo1tth a.t'ter the ·H~50 oO~:ver.ticn. 

In this· briai" ~ketch of "Ool--:.:.~c.'tj .'.'fa in the 3'0'..1th can be Deen, 
as inala·oOl'atCl"y ex_pe!'i.me;ut, tha £JAs~ntls.·~. co:tfl:"..ct bohteen the politic& .of 
the S. ~·r .P.. a.nd the pol! tics of !lJnll.•J•Jc.r,.--~i'o :-c.£;:;!, t<~:~l cll character! ;;:ea al.l 
spheres o!" part:r life. 11E.~ i:..s.ve st--o:=~t. ci:lc~ .:.£47 t.bn:.:.~ learning from the 
third ·laycrt. 'H'o cs:n llw:l. up C•lli vle;..-~ by, say!::;· tl".e.~;, a9 wi-t~ our cor;,rac4.as in 
gr:•ee.ter cla.GG struggles,, t~ youth, ino~e:•:ie.J.ce:l·..s.s -:i:t ltas; understood 
infinitely mor~-about what.was reqt:.l-rod -~t" e. youlih tirCn.:.p ~-n did t!le moat 
experienced loaders of .the $.1f.P •. ;.;o:eovor ·the ~s. 'ii .. P .. . leadership .. \fa& not!UD.g" 
·but an obstacle ~in the :way of ·buiJ.tiirrg t_he·-,youth ·grotip;· a constant sou.rce-'of 
·damcxralization, and actually drovo 'YOU:th.ou.t of -tho .party. 

... ! : . 
·. lla .have· ·Onid.-onou~:h to show. ou.r :exper_ienees: in thi3 ·part;r;· in 

every:apher~. fOr naa.rly-four.::.rea."t".;J lri.'lec.vb:& it·; ~o ·kilow .. not onlyiw4at .: . 
;~·.-no.t ·to. do, _,_.,e .knOw what :-..-:e --.~dS.O"lted _-;t·o do.-and: ,.,1m.t :thri:pn.rty f0U6ht- to· preYGnt~l-'. ~ 

u_s ·troW.· dcin&".' :We .. 'Shal:l.·ha.v-l! :no dif~'1'cult;i-:-"in·~workir.g ·out .a.- cOn_crete· p.t'ogr'am~·i 
This, in addition to ou!" atrenao'.l.s a~~e~~:r-t over ten ~""Sa:o:s ·,_to .:rbuild a total·~-- .. ! 
thcor;t, ta.ld.ng up all quaStio:Ls o£ :-L'U'.Y.:.E>l!l. is eno~t,;.. We Mve a. cadre that 

·has .:sho'lm ·1 ts Ca.pdci.t:.r.··t·C) -b'e· -~di'&c5.plined and ~resv~ained--infa· dei:D.Ora.lizing . 
."environment. for ·rie.arly i'ot.U- ~a • ."'·1t(j 1la.vo 'denronst-ratad to' ottittelv8s and···to. · 
al.l--~wao haVe a;ven t"o soO ·what' :is ]olsbeVimi-, !liot··.oi:u.y'in-·pOJ.ittco··but in~. · ~ 
or&nniza.-ti·O?~·-. _ . ."_ ... .. _, . " 

"-' J 

- · ·11e tried to live in this party~' lfe·CRl'ln.ot any longer. 1re·did 
no't excite oiirs'elvos oxi PUty domcc.rB.t!y., · ·otu-OE.~etae:::r, ·etc. ·It" is 'cl~at" no~;i · 
that ·we 4lnderiitood .~ho. S.lf.P; pol:!.ti·cal ']josi.ttono ·bott·ar· than •they undarstood 
:them·~ themCeilVea·~:-: :IJ.Ih.B.t did nOt' :t'rottblc· -Us'~ ., "k"'n~.t :,.re knew ·f!·om tho' start ·was·:· 
thAt i!' we eould Mt live ·in t.hia pa.,ty,.·:thr•t 1·•n• the end of "npNiai1lility ., 

. of. the ·part:f'i,u\v6lopirig ·O.e -1a.· reVolut'i'cnary -'orgD.l\i::a.r.ion• · "\fe :le'ft' thtf il,P, arid 
never looke:l b·ack. .;{e are leowing. 't!i(,. S;i .;p. arid i'n dOing GO;: i'ilaahing· fol'O . 
ever wi'th ·the· wreck -these· t~.·~O p&rttea·:hn.v·a·-Wll.ltr:of.·revolutlo..'Ulr·y·po1i·t1ca in 
the United States. ' 

: • • • • .•. t - • ~ .. - ·- • -, ~ ' r- - _ ' ... ~ · · "- · · 

.·. , ·~··~us ~inally'.siiil·:;:ip ."~t uo· n~f.,for., Our·o•<n indenendent .. 
pro~· aJid~~ou.r _oi-m .~i:.d9P.o!l_clent: oZ.~~'Iiioli,.ar_D, ¥til;ttei-c. -~Or th_tJ futui-o~·;.-~Ut , 
let uo sot do-.-m 1 _.,~ha_t· ,,e }·:r_qt; e in 194;7 ·-~·n4: ,m,at_ paa· GUpt_ain~O.. o:n~ do:V!lloP'cd_ Us :. : 
in. the 11.P. 'and iri the S,li,P. and >'hnt nDl!, >:o allall.proceed to appl;y both in.:. 
thoory and practice: ·· ·· · · · · 

' ·, .. . 

. •I_:r ,tho J~hn~iar~-Fcii-ea_t' t~_~d.Cfc:f_hn·o~ .):)OSn a?.le to· inake tin~<·_-. 
contributi~ns _to :Sol~-:.e"v_tsm,. ~t: h.. .... s _bl3ar .. 1'qc.!l~:~o, fn;r.'it __ tho· et~~y of the: 
l!egelia.'l dialectic 'in ita. Unr:<i.et form, -of l·iao:Xl.nn oco1iomioe, and of. ·the 

' • 

method Of the, !:l'e~t 'l·~'1t'Jd_o,_ :r'ovo~lltiO.l\!\io,i·o·._il,' h,O:t.h.illt;' noi•e t·~M'.irit'cllectuDJ. ~. 
preParation o.nd tao· :lur·~~·~· Of' bolii"JC'oi'q' 'idba."a :1~~~-'0X:~~.r_'};o _b~~ ab,l_~ tO _ '~ 
underetnnd and ~.ntcr~rot tu"~d orf.unizo the inst"inct1v6 dr1V'o anli revol ... ~ 

. •Ucma.ry in•.t.1n~.ts n~ tho, r~ 11'\d. !i,~o pro,l!l,~ip.n Nld,.t)le p.ett:r-
·•· • -• ,. ,, ~. I.'.; 

f' ·,',·-·• ;, .:J...'I '' ., 
:.· ~ -· r 
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bourgeois but idealistic and e~er· youth. It 1B our tendency 'tthich rebcued 
esofne or the finest elements in the 1111' P. £~~or: leaving the movement altC'I~ether. 
On t.ho other hand, without the"' a:1d what they bro~ht into our ranks froCl the 
proletariat outside, the leaders of the tendency l'TOu.ld have had merely_·some 
sound but abstract ideas and woUld. have been unable to make Oi.U' most precious 
discovery, to see in the movement of tpe masses today the concrete expression of 
Marx' n most abst.l~act cono-aptioha. n (~anoe s.heet. p.:. 18) 

Part IV 

Dolshevism and Per~onaiity 

1940 and 195l 

The s. "'" P. has on every conceivable occasion wearied its ow 
membership with c•aseless repetition of a few platitudes. about its own politics 
end or~:il;ization; and the poli t.ics an~ or~:anization of its opponents. It is as 
cer.t.afn as anythi~ cnn be that .it will make strained end foolish pllrallels 
"bet.;.een ShMhtmanis"'. and •Johll,ii.onism·," tlie split of 1940 arid 19.:)1. ~'he C!Cmbel'
sh!p of the s. li. P. knows us better. 

'rhose·w!1o read this' document and think over it and their own. 
·d.ifficul,ties 1o1ill unilerstand us still J!)()re. ~ba~ is su.fi'icient. lfO Jta,Ve naV61•. 
·been intereste_d in the whole mecs of. in:terpretations of Trotsky·,· .recriminatiOn, 
pomposity and .self-co~at"Ulation \fbich for the li. P. and ·s. W •. P.. constitut~· 
their politics. 

lltit for \\S and ro·r thosu w:hO are seriously trying to find a new 
road, it woUld be useful and historically valuable to make a felt observations 
on the o.Ocument issued by the 1·1. P. when the split of. 19l!C took plaee. It 'is 
preserved in S. 1f. P. literature.. (The 'difference betwe~n tbat 'document mid 
this "'ili be unde:rst:ocid frOm tlrlrs fact .• The S. ~i. ?. uill not dare to.publish. 
ou:n. l. · . 

l •. '1he' .Sbachtlllanites had D,O political poal.Unn on anything. 
They· looked for· e. n6w ·l;i.eridr.u.arters and ·a proerar: . simultaneously. rfJ~~son
Forest11 ha.B, in·Lenin'1 s phr:ase, f'\:ll.y ~veloped poai tiona on every m.aJ.or. 
quGstldri o! the tavolutfon· Mci the cou.nter-reVolutiC?n;· all printed ba:fore we 
came in. l'l'e took care to do that. ·· .. 

2. The W. P. brOke' With the s. l~. P. bu·t continued to swear 
allegiance to the principles of the Four'th International and sought to re-enie..
its "ranks for years. That' sort of rihl.liy-s!1ll.llyint; is totally foreign to ue. 
We are breald.ng with tho WhO.le organization, fully Bnd coJIIpletely, and ·h~nc·a..: 
:forth we shaJ.l seck:· to destroy it by rovolutionnry methods however and wher.,.or 
we can. 

from tho .lf. .P. 
a neg_atiVe 'tfB..V 

•• t • 
~cse tt10 are sl!ffieierot in them~elves to diotiiJ&Uish us in 195'• 
in 19Lf0.• The !lurnham-sha.chtma.n docw'tlarat 1taol:f', however, !g !1.1. 
quite i'netructive toclny. · • ' . ' . . . . . . 

· It "'ma4e nO ~las's rmelys1·i: ot tpc3 'cOilfiiCt~.- 1fe. on th~ other. 
harid,· for oleven years ha·te r.1ado .it cl.ear that stUl!nism represents capitalism, 
the claos enernw of tho proletnrint. As long as the Fourth Internat1enal 
operated under the nonsensical theory tbat Stalinism uutsido o~ Ru~sia would 
never seek power, we did not omphns~ze t)ll,s. !lut ·in ~Cnpit!!lism Md l(o£ld 
Rvyolution, 1:riti1oi.:.t fo.ni"Rl"O put without ·c1i-curil.ocu.tio~ we made 1 t clear that : 
the ot~gla of clnases >tM involved. In tho second part of our Resolution on 
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the International. ~~>e&tion '(tho part whic.11 we shall publish in Pnrt li of. 
this bullet1n) we me.de it still clearer, This .document shows thnt in the last 
an~ysis ths po>.'ities and prnctice of the Fourth InternntionaJ. l'll"O P9MY
bourgoo1s, the petty-bourgeois of the n<imin:f.otrntive t:ype, prodl\c; of ths 
epoch of state ciBpitnl.ism, Stnlini&m is its Jl\Ost chsractorietic represent,.. •4-........ g. 

The W.P,, ln discussing the crisis, decl~red: "The issue, then, 
is the war." (Tho Wr.r rmd :Aurt:tnuerntig Conservr.t1pm).· 

The issuo for ua ia not the war, or peace, or any such specific 
event, It is the dot;cn•ration ·of n pnrty, in its political principles nnd l.n 
its everyday politice.l life; a party-with political conception• lendiog it to 
actual struggle agninst ths attempt tQ re~ch th• basically revolution~ry •lo-
ments in the colint:ey, ______ · 

. ~!lc W,P, y~llccl !or collech-.-a leadership nnd party domocracy, 
What W'lll meant ·is charncterized by us veri( fully in the ll£!lncce Sheet, For 
us the S,W, P, leadors ar~ a t;enuinely collective leadership. T_he Wl!lf they 
collectively otnggerad, JUmt>sd, fell, slipped in~o the position on Yugoslavia; 
and then on Eastern Europe (if· they have a position), ·tho unanimity that dis
tiJl8U1shes than,. -the fact thst it tins ths cadie 1·1ho dragged their le!ldar · into · 
tho morass 11ith them, all this as we e;Eplain it, is. the exact opposite of v!lat 
the \f,P, chnrgcd. lie have learnt to our cost t:):.t in organhationnl nnd other 
inter-relations the. loaders are a collective bod:·, with .the s_aee politiool at
titudes, the sMe political morals, it nbt in .i'Ooitive act.ion, in delighted 
or passive noquiesconce. · · · 

.. ~he W;i>, talked loos~lY. _about 1>liquism as a grou_p followtni; 
e leader fi)r !lcyci:.ological reasono~: W'n~n we cay cliqui~am, We "define it pol;._ 
·iticflll:V and 1;ive its poli.tical roots,· .. 

Noboqy today, bourgeoisie, Staliniets, W,P, nnd S,W,P, con 
soy tM.t 

11
Jo.}'l.ns1Jr,-!'orl3st11 · doas not represent revo~ui1~nn.ry ;_;o~.ttic_s, the mob

ilization Of tho pro).ettll'iat· ngainat· all. fOl"'IIS Of bourgeois nnd bureaucro.tic · 
docination, All th.a s.u,.P .. and the W.P. CQ!l !lCCtlBe' tia ot, nis .they.have dono 
in· the past, ·is 'revolutic!UU'y roriantioioc or t\)'stical itlealistic belief ~n 
the proletnrint, Dy that the; hurt not ue but ·themselves, ~he need to attack: 
ffJohnson-Forest 11 re-enforces thoir need. tO. denit"':t'Bt!il the work!nr. class. . 

We lenve behind both the WoP, and the S,W,P, Let the.S,W,P, 
preoccupy i tsal1' IUld rejoice at its victories over the S,P,, the S~Ji,l', and·. 
the W .J>,· We· leavq thnt behind us too, lie firmly believe thnt if evct• we 
tin~oursslves dritti~~ into any ~olitical contnct wit~ these .i'tll'ties or ra~ 
ical eleoenta uolind them, it will be a sigr to us that we are in 1:1ort1U qer, 

Eo~gheyimp nnd Permonolitv· 

A politioal line ultit~ately ep.xressee itoalt in ths veey pe"" 
s0Jlalit1ea ot those liDo aro shaped by it or ndhez·e to it, !!'bit waa ao in 

r···'.., 

' . 
' . ·~.__;_) 

tho W,P, The •Johnoon-Foreit• co~Rdee had a long e~erienc$ of aoul-slcknese 
llllOng the n~nbera ot the II,P, !!'bSJ'e ll'reud, or rethor hie popull\l'here (i'or 
these .i'•ople atliqy nothing seriously) took first :.>lace betore ~!nrx, When ,. ~ 
oe~:~e into the S,l'f,P, we noted with &Btist'aoUon tilBt thsrs wno none o£ this V" 
in our new pnrt:v. 

:But as 
0
!1'he Oocing .Atlerioan llevolu:don• rocede'd nnd aa tto got 

to llilow the part;v bettor, elovly certain oharncteriot:f.c traite bet't\11 to eoorge, 
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The tirat themo vaa •aaorsiice;• From t•p tO ~ottom ihere can' Dever haVe been 
a se~ ef people ~here :o conscious· ot: the sacrif1cer they ..re mak1nc, 'l'he 
•Johnson-Forest• CO!l!J'ades could not undaretnnd this, We 1n.l9Sl aro not con
ooioua ot m.iJ.dng nny oacri:f1oea, W!lon we see rnd1cnl t;ypoa, especially the 
petty-bourceoie llltollectuals outo1de tha movoment and the Uvea the;r lead, we 
~hallk: our stnra tbnt w he.ve found sor:e lin:! of life by Yhich we CRil develop our 

. r,£\paetties in eve!"y diroction. · 

Even on ceret~onial ocot~eiODll this 1ntl\llgible but voey real clash 
woUld bo obv1oue to the discernlllg. Alor~~: with the recitnl ot: the grellt e:f!oxta 
and outforliAg 8lld heroic deeds o:!' the paot, there was ofton 11 pecUlin1' maudlin 
humRilitarian note of snOl'itice, ar.d of goi"l!' to bed nt night conAcicus tbat 
one bad worked not !or oolf but tor huctut1 t;r, 'l'hie clltle a<r"1€ht from the 
nlnetuenth century. Allo.ng the HJobnaon-Horesta cor..r:odea. or.e went to bod at 
nl~ht J>erso=ll;r conscious, .1:£ of an;rthtng, that one WIW doir:g what one had to 
do, not to.r anyonG 'alae, but for one' a own a elf. . · 

In .line with thlo wo noticed aloo the readluesa with which the 
'""'"'n cadres, nnd pnrtlcularl;r the whoa of ·the leadera, 'burst into tears at 
aey moment, From the top to boUoc of the party they swnm in maudlin eel r- . 
pity. 

In e. politicAl part;; every reCUl'rent phenoDCnon is a politioal 
8Yl'll'tOCI, Ae we gl"OW to knOW thetl better, tlia ll"nuine political aiguifiC!lllCB 
of this be""""' clear, Doth .the Y,P, an~ the S.W.P, hnve been educated. on a 
theor;r or the part;r; !!!hey theCIS.Olves, lllili part;r, WOul.d. SOCIOhow, by .some 
caans, grow ·and rei'.ch tho head ot the Cllleeoa, and ueize the pOWer, and th11a 
give thom the chance .to plan. lloth hnvo not~ awakened to ·the :t'aot that .this 
dream Which sus ttdned thor.> fOll years h nothing but B drenl.l, Ae usual their 
reactions were pe1•all~l; !l!he W.P,, seeing tha't· there >i~o no part;r, called.· off 
the revolution and sought to nttnch itself to tho Socinl-Deoocraey. ~iui S.ll.P., 
aeoing that there ¥<is no revoluUofl!ir;r part;r, decided tM.t tho Staliiliata voul,d · 
socohott become one. Each in its ·own wey oOdicntod, . But the 11bdicRtion ·e:oprea&· 
as itoelt in the ·ottlternesa agniriat; 1Lren!!~Sdea 11 , the coa:wte.rit retliildei-8 -or the 
great sael'ifices which the •reneaadao• could wt and ounot. endUre., and the 
rendy tears. 

!lormall;r tbia woUl.~. bo ot of1l:l ps;rcholoc1cal interest,· ·llut we 
lived Md worked with them, !rho;r too found us etrQll8G, 'l'he "Johnson-Forest•· 
cot~rndea, vigorous, ocntident, vithout a trace ot licept!oiea nbout ~lie prolet-. 
!ll'iat, to!llld 1t difficUlt to· eatablish other than forl:lal. relntiona vl.th tlllZ1;r 
ot these poople, · Optitlioto, eyst1cs, idealistt, romnntics (the W.P, had called 
us atratoopher1ato) -- thooo epithets they tried to sting ua with, being unnble 
to characterioc us either ns de?iatin~ towr~ds Steliniso or tnvards·Menohevisa~ 
the nnly two serious ~aviations possi oie r.OO!lf; Mt~rxlata today. At boat tho~ . , 
had a tolernnt induJ.r,once tor "Johnaon-Forost" oollll'adeo with their unqll:!l.i:t'S:ed· 
belief in a revol11tion by the Al:!e1-icnn proletariat, We oboorved merol;r the 
strll!lge ~· in vhich politicnl degcnorntii>n expreoa&e i.teel£ in persona1it;r 
and loft it at thnt, 

llut . of lClto · the vholo question hns aeoumed an ""peot. ~idl 
hila ,forco<l1tael:t' on our notice nnd OOI:1Jlelled. reoogn!t1on,O;"fml?-did6usoe',t Cll'1oas 
O,f .llorac·,•,llit;r in the higheot 1eBt\&rship Of the party hnvo OOCa tli our ·<J.ttent-
~W .. . .... 
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. Desp1t~. o~ ~O~d:;r-e. FUld di~.~~.s~e for. th~sc. mo.ttora, ita i~o~.~uce 
forced ·t·tselt" upon·'ua. _£~_ .. in it·r,or.sitilf' for 1\ r~valutionnry po.r~, ~i_mod 
at the· ovei-throw of bourgee1s sooi~J'ty, to be led_by L'lCn "'~ openly discuss .. 
tho po.stt present nne! :f'ti.tnre· dP.!nort.i11zat1on of ench o~~r a.nd their cO~a.dea7 
The consciouSness of the fcdlure ot na.tionr~ized 1>rcperty eqttals workers•. state, 
the !nilur• or the union policy, was obviou•ll• trl:i~-8 haRV'J toll o! tha lead-· 
ership. It used the sEime Old Words. bat it kr.ew thc.t ~he wordu carri~Jd. no meen
ilJG ior thei!lsolvee. It 1solattJd itaol£ ~ntt the .t:Jeml·erahip in rurAl surround-w 
ines where it could dro~m. its aorro·.-~s c.m! civa ooco ~elbow room11 to examination 
and soothing of the . tortured perconnJ.it~·. 

Wo held our· peace b11t lfC CO'Jlc\ not l·.clp be inc concerned f'!.bo'.lt n 
II.."U'.xlst party, led by pecp1.e whose politics hcd red1:.ceC. t!·eo to this anfort
unn.ta condition. 

It.we.s not only 11 question of :politienl·:-ailuro. The co.re seneltive 
of the lcnd.ershi:p kn,;:w that tho l'arty'\ms attrac:tinp elel.'len.tR wht~ coUld no't · 
,PIJ&si bly ba cf\11 ~ti. ravolut!onary. This wae l'cu•ticuJ arl y to !n Neu York v.here 
a Certain typo· of vot.ty-bo~geoi·s·',18n Cc-::d.'r~ 'into tt..e_ par.ty, people who .~e~-t 
nothing an! cr..rerl less ·A."bout_ Mal"7-is::i ancl. ~he ·re.volut_i.on~y·proletari~t. :tlut : .. 
were:bringitie into- :the'·jartY -the'£r ~~l"'·cc~tpatidn with ·tha e..--:r~reaa1vzt ·or their' 
Ow:l personality in "'' absolutely inr.ividw\listic sensa, ~·r.a old cedre still 
hnd On0ugh r~volut1DZ1P..ry .;t;ra.r:l..ition ar.i tSnrer .. to reco¢zc these elements for 
wliet they tJeru an~. :tcC.be noetife 'to: ,t!ioi:l,. • They showen·, tll!l~. hostili~y o.n .'1181'- ., 
iotiS, oo_Ca.S~on.o! - ~~~ ~o~- t.~'~: ,?o.~-~·--~tr':f.k~ng o,t, .~h,,se. t~j_"Jeo, ·.d.i.stingu~_shed ·.b¥::~ 
great .. energy in .t;tie .. ersnt2i. ::"~o~it!cnl activit~ ._o! the ·~>ar·~y ,.-~·- ·nt ·. tha- s~ 
ti"·~. ~stiw,uiilhe?. by·a v,ul.gfll•ity AJ>d·,:c~rrupUou .ot .pharacter.:wl!ich.repelle!l 
even'-~thos:e W:lio. ,d~i'A~~-cle'd. .on he~· ,.Bu.;! .. tl~~se. ~~ke he~ ~for th~ SU;~P~~~ af :Par.ty,., 
ac~_.i.,i,ties. · .. !h~. ' 11 Jobnq~~.Fo;;.fJ"~tn cot?rn!es ._:felt not. only dis01ate.d but; ,Jl~ .... 
wU_dere.d b;t the. :'l!lp'enr:uico of. these~ i_,oliticai. . ~jopes,, th_e, subs.t'llltial. :oole,' .. '· . 
tliey were ;;le;)'ing .in, tjl.B party, :~ho, raat"-•te .of, .thP. landorship !or .thee,~ and: 

·yl;t .the, · .. in'cap11city .of .the leadership. to .handll' the .. aitantion, :But· ·this . , . 
nli_~noceiuin,: ~a .. cl:~~ly .cbviouc 1~ tho _lre"'· Yo_Fk __ orean_1ZP.._tj.-~n •. aar.~od ,f_or,~ Uft' --- ·, 

~-a·' .(inai sle;!lj.f~t;ll<l;Ce: )T~6J?." W!3~ -.W£tJ'8 .~~le . ~~- .se~ ti~"!.~ t~i_S·~,tyP.e_·._ fi _DB11 ll!i~9a%'"!": ~ : 

e.."l.c'e in .. ~h.c ·r~lk~~····~s::·~-O:~idl.y e~ta~lia!".ed in_ t_~e .. l~adior;·.circl~s .. of ··~he ~ty. 

We ttist say hera tMt ·we lTere not twe.ra· of all this in 1ts· total 
nignificrmco. ·- C.ta.ny o_:t:_ .~l~e. fact.a 'we .. seo::n'1\'/ r.a,..;:~art .. pf. a _Wh:llo we did n·:lt 
kriot·T. ~ or rnt~ur· ,only' . .f'B\·T ~~~; ::~ho_sa . 1'l:.i:t.t :~, ltnel'! tre. _understoo.i nnd e~inad · 
on;t:f;:nrU!>l-1¥; doci.r-!'~f'li. ty: our desi;:e. to. at~:i in,.the·perty. Yet thore waa 
ah .incrAa~inglr. ori~i9~. a~Utu1e, to. .the .!>!U'tJ•.in all socti?r.s of. the tend-· · 
en~Y.!-.· ~}: tre~.e ils~~ -~~e;ts~~v,s:~:_ ~~t.kind of people o.re thesp?, Fina.lly · 
there ~P.~ . .f~rCed.t?-von U;S·-·~ a,lo~dng_.recogniti.on ot the .. enll,uunes-:s, the brut
ali~:;, th¢, lnck o:r. '~t].e:ionthry liut.!Eln decency,. fru.• lceo of revolutiolll':r.r·.prl.n
ciple· ;>lld. viJilRnce to "hi·ch substantial. oleDenta of .. the cost hisllly-r-lacod .. 
leo.ilershi~ ha:d our..k.;. ; . _ _ · . .., 

. :_ I - . 

. · :!he· nJ~h:b~on--+',o.rest 11 ' iBe.1ei-shl_p _t'ru.ked. tO. ~otie of tho comn.des. · -.: .~ 
When; they tie.re !J.Uestioned" ond inVitPd. tO s-.• 'wh~t thoy knew, and· tholl.jhtr:. : 
theoy poured out such a torrent a: horrible ex11d'ieuces, grioveaceo, l'rovo
catio'!"•. ~. ~o dzo;y. ~~rWJule ~l'!.i"!'t . ~cora.l hation an~. such a ~e,·asto.tinc 
lll'.nlysis ·Of the life rl11cl.nolit1ca o! .the S,W,P. ns• overwholced:ua, · •With·· · 
s).ilendid loyalty ·o:n~: <ltsci.Z,uiie "our '~o'in.'."" ,co::n-nd~sin;particUJ.ar··hO:e. en~ .. 
durocl. in ·auonce IUld onU littlo to ua bocr,uoa the)• x"olt thP.t to d.o sc would · 
be n."l indirect questiO:rl.Z't(.; of 0\U' line of C01:1pl'"'te inteeration into the s.~t.P .... 
One o:r the lo•sons t<e loiU'no~. 1\f.!:dn is hott bud 1t is fnr leAdore to lioten 
to the third lnyer in thai>• Or!!anizntion, How we etrur..e;led to rooa,in 1n this 
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p~ty, Every S.l'T .. &:.e1· kno11S ti:i:.t,." ~:ut x:ot1 Oil!" comrr.des t1ere able to estab
lizh concretely whr:.t the lenC.~l'ch1. nor 7.!131·', thnt intet;ration into this party 
meant self-destruction. 

lls HO understood 'oi-t.:'~o:~J v:~fl. 1'\nd whero "'a WilrF.I • th~ ·or:r: becE"..!;e 
~imous;. II Let us get· ottt• of ile:rc ·at onl:~. It if' n. poli tic:nl gns-eham~r. 
·w~ !o no~;· +.J·uot thtio le-'ld~.:i"'Hhi:J et•bn to cliJ'ry 0ut itsownpJlitic:r~ line. None 
of 0t'!.:' c•>:.:r.-:..dec t.;h~ le 1.z:. auy di.:;Ut~u: ~;:,. c.:.;!!:. t::;J.st hir.:solf to them. E?en thote 
wh~ a:·e not degcrnc1·nte arc l'cady tc t)I~[J'.JO!'t th~siJ whrJ n.re tthen their orimos 
ere di&covercd.. :fe de .Ll.t1t 'trnnt; tr1 dj.e~:u.sc with the:l., Such a discussion ·CE'.n 
only beer.drch ua. Let u.s set 0'-'.t nf hero M q1liC::ly nf:l "'e can." 

l"!e l:.Boitated for a m~ucnt, 1m.t th..; !ina.l 1 the ultimate certain
ty cane \·lith the discovery that the one l·!ith tl-.e I:'O~Jt "hrnins, eu.thorlty and 
OJ\.......,Drienc(:! 1.11ho had c!'>rte to the re~cue of th~ pcliticr.lly unsto.ble ~d forti
fi'Cd the ·turn to ·Stal!nism, we.s also r..t the disposal· of ~ ~.Eigenero.te who 
nit;ht' need·, p!"otection. . . 

T~1e tci:,Pcr of tl.e co:u.•ndCs cnn be judged· by the incredible 
speed ~~d conp~e~ensivcnoss of tho ~re?arntione to· lcnvc this jungle bohind us 
once nnd :for All. .• · · ·· 

,We cone out inf'i!:itcly etrongar, nore disciplined, oore ~ture, 
core cori:ridont tlmn ,.,}'en li'll cnt-erod ... T!1e S.:W.P.. hao totallY de:Jnrnlized. some 
of our weni.;er criorades Oate;lJJ.r:·iGingly fmo~. The s.w.r. knows tl'..at agafnst 
all eleocnts of doe;cr.err.+.i:.-:n !u r,ur 0\oJ:l rriJcs we hnve been always IUld ore: 
quite ce!'cilesr. ·.politicr~ly, thouc;h tolernnt orbtnizntionnll~", c.e :EolAhev1.k'o 
Mve nllmyu been.. All our priiicly:l<:!l'\ pol:l. tics iu.>,ve meRUt nothing to t_hen. 
ThE:;r cn!".t:Ut learn. \ie he:1e !lOt lost "by it. :Eat l·re wa.'"lt not ·n single secon.i 
r.:inre of· it. 

u.rohaf>on-·C'o!"t.:3'{; 11 nuw atlte _ou.t-. as M in:"!epCndent force pra,crir.g 
1teelf fer· the rM·:o.t:.:.' ~.~:.1:-.1y l:i1~l:a oht:!ad of us. ! t u.:.J.:. :-4ot bu easy but the 
rev?lu~f· .. n io net 'J,.,.:t,>• ,;.~:Un·.. !:· 11£._, in t:l?. S.l·/,P.: 1-t:.ul ·Uffioult, ns it 
was, tho tnsk of "tt~;J,.! ~:;;; vt: ..... o~m o'l'e:"\ntzntic·n \:ill .dc:~-.a:;~. muoh more of us; 
bu.t ve J.:no~ _tlhcre Wd .:.re ~oi.:-Jg nne!. we will :.10'\': be n'!.·le to give. nll our. e~erbies 
to t!:e tnsks tor which "'e joined. tho IJI'Jver.~ent. 

In C)O~·;ln-iiOn ,.;e J.:us t tlclce OJ.Cnr tJlnt .n.l.l tho ltle.ders nnd .fll.1. 
the me;>~bers of the S,W.F., moe n_ot ti€:ee1:.eru.te. It l'toul~ bt- ridicUlous to ·aq 
that. There nre in th1~ .!.r:r .. dc;rsh::p nn~ fnr ;Jr,rc, in th:.: :"'il.i.·uy, gooc: comrades 
with whom we ha.vo W.):.ked tlC:.t.~:;tc~ut<Jl'ily anc". ,.,:~at.'l l'!t? ·wwlti bo eorr.r to leave bo
hincl. :Sut tltoy z..:u.gt unue~·etund ~1--..nt they be-J.onr: to P-"' c:-.;!mizr.ti,n, a.n:t ~hat 
they nrc rus,onslble fo:- the cl.ouinant ;,tol!ticnl an~. orga.ui?.!~tinnal-prl\cticao· 
by which that Crf;uni·,mtj :m lives. Thnt r~s,one!.bility they CE1Dl\Ot escape. We 
nre not tryiDF, to l'lOl'S1.1ade thct:~ to Joil' uu. :Eut 'tte belhlvli thnt tho revolut-. 
iontl..'7 edur.otion of vha c:Otlrfl.tien \'!ill l1er,in \t~l:13n they t,.. ... "!(~ a. decisive stand, 
in :..rt:co::u:.:iln'hlv O.P:'c,1i~i~n to the cier,oncro:~ion, not or<:t,v ol' the pest and pre
SC!!lt, b1:,J; !l:.a.t w~.inl~ ~1t:Ll envelop thC!.1 evton !'loro now ~hai: liB are eone. Let 
th,•n l.id;t: ... 1. ~o tl:o .o.c-:pvn.::e t!:.~ l-e!ldert:hil· \".'ill r.mJ:.e to ~Lis bnlanoe ehoet, 
the .l:"lOGt so:ion . .: pol~.t.:..;.•c-:.1. ear..1,)"2i9 e\-e!" tlt.\d.e ot. 11rotu~1f.m in tha Uni toe!. 
Stntt::s, .A.n(t ~h .. m th~.i._.. •· ., l.?u~~E\ "'hnt ·,o~e hnva to sa,v ant! the etupiditieo 1dth 
whlr~h the ~ ."··1 •. ? .. Lllrd .. n sillp \'1.\i..l rnr.l~' • thG!' ehou'ld then think of the l"role.t
Bl'lnt and. i,ht;;. com.t:t~::. ~1':'~u·.:.:~ nf :revolutic:Ial·i.el;l to it t.o bl"enk with its ro
FI.ctlcn."..'y lu~/'.~:~."c.. :run~!·, 11:1ver t·r!.ll tnuy ";;? lil'lu ·to lend ~ho work1ne, cla.as 
1n rr;.~\llut:on, ncv,:- ,,·i.t.l thoy ~~.~e ablo tn de•reloi> theuselvoa ns rovolutioi'.arioa 
if thay are cunotr.:.otl:r askin;: the workor• to do vhnt thor <:lure not do thom
sel'"les. 1474 
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Finnlly, to these sincere :reyolutiona;riea we _,slve '\ wnrning. 
As in evory ~arty, in those dr~s of bo~goois vcrsu~ut1an, eomu· comrndea are 
in a di-ffiCUlt j,"JOe1t1on, in rlaDger fl'Oill ths pareccu:~ion _of thu .union bureau
cracy, tho govc1~n.cant l,ersocution flf aubvore1vos, etc. We ktiow our own revol
ution!ll";\'" d"ty and we shall tnke =:r cnr~ to corey 1 t out. :Eut if undor ney 
pretence wnn.teoevcr, tl:.eso so.voe;e nnd brutal s.W'.l'. lellders plncB E¥W or our 
threc.ter,ed cCu.:r:tdos ·in danger, t>re nball make it '.JU.Z Sl1eoial. duty to 11111ory 
thase traitors the wi~e ~rld nv~r. fro~ one enc o! the rc~lut!on~· =cvo:on~ 
to the other, s? tho.t ow,ry:>ne shall kn.ot-1 them and tho workin~ clasa be wnrned 
Ql::C.ins t tho renet~n.loo rm:l ded'naro.tl!s who cnsq~oro.rie in thP. nn.":JO of Trotslcyism. 

For the "Johnson-?oroatfl CocrAU.os: 

F. Forest 
J. l!eydo., 
R. St. :1e 
J. Fr _ .iericks 
Frank :.Jn:..0gn.n 
11. !Ce:r 
Norcia.."':. W·..rnezo 

I, 14-u-nin 
. Si t!Eli<U>S 
·rnoz lleilllett 
F. Dutton 
C. Gaullt 
D.- Gortt.on 
w.· Gor!llllll 
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