
.·To ·the REi'! (Copy to 183) 
!>6~· Collozeues: 

This .i,k, last lett~r !rom A:J.goPJI.c. Jlext week I return to Detroit 
and· tr~,. then· untU the\.convention even the ?relilnlor.ry disc>Wsions 10e wUl be lu\v
!ng a,t .the RES w;'J.l hs,,·a so fo!"Mal an air t!1at I th:tugl,t it ~oat to t..ake"·d.dva.nt3.ge 
c:! this <b,; to r.rite i.U:•rmal.ly of some of the the.,r~tioal and· organiZ..tionlLl: qu~s~ 
tions ,that ,.,e will have to think abo·at in w~king out our perspectives. · 

These are ti;nes or ~-reat ctress ·and it. rn aS wo1~ •. ror 1~1,e tillle hei.~g, that 
t.'>ey r"""in ~nly in tha background. I note, for or.amplo, that"Resut":•ection City". 
has·beon ·r~illed eu'.; today, the eve of Ray,F ... 's C:opart~ure for D.C. 3ut, of col.AI'ae, 
'all eyes :J.re o!i Franco •. \·:ith the .ma.5s m.::rlia trying to convey the impr-o:~sion "ths..t 
the CumtUli£ts al'e behind the upheaval there, their counter-revolutionary role is 
w..:U hidcl.eu. Yat it io the Comnnists who n:ade it tbe~iness to see th&t thft 
w:rkei·is did ri2t li.Ceept. the studant offer to act j!J'intly. It is the Com;nuniets whee 
saw t.. it that the workers accepted a 11d:J..aloiu&n (De Gaulle is r8all.y sc.~G ene ttJ 
have s. d.!.AU.ogue with!) about ·r.heir grl.svences. ,\nd, no doubt, they wUl bring in 
ouf'tioient. dj:Vi£1on•. so that tho ant~Dagaulle unity nlll now be b1·oken up betw<>en 
thoSe . .,.mo ·W&llt "W lfio'te Uo 11: rather than ~ct :jo. Not.l'd .. '"lg scue~ the Co:mnu.'lists more 
-t~..an ~ spontL'lOOUS r&volut.i..,nary actions and p{'lwcr in the streets. And nothing ploases 

:.,. dr:-, -Ge.ull;e.mo~e t~ the rol& of' 11scv.io1"n. (;.,'hat, pray, was he savil'lg Fra.r,ce ·.r1·oM 
"30·;rsus a~o" u:ileso it was· tbnt he '"'" trJing to overthrow t!.e Popular Front 

i ?!··· ~,Y~rinicint • .-_-arid tho w:-kers' occuvatioi'·.of the !e.cto~~ies tharl by the. e.bort:tve :fascist 
col.tp'.to)whi.ch J:t$_-ws.S;·verj close incleed? Or has he, by .fiat, ITlOVHCi up by a year 
.t.he o.u~breQk· of lfo:rld i{ar IT?) And now he will have eve;,Y-one >-'llit for June when 
-l-1~-lll.l1 Gff6r. sc.ch i.Uusory gains· as "profit ohar:lng" and "comon :Lntere_sts.t: in .: 

·;_ ,tini~Sity --admii'l:istJ!nti~n. to 11protect Fr~rice fio~n tho t1dventuros ai:d llBttrpations 
"<.d the . ..a.t batoful natm:o and most ruinous." The sitU&tior. is flui<:\ Cn<>llgh •till 
:~·:wba~ •Jill. happen there next Dl~nth 1-dl.J.. change not-~rijr~-~nce Out. the worlcl, 
inc.1wing ths three c,ritical events in this country: the bla~k revol~, the nnt~ 

"Vietnrun ,...,. movauent, and the student robe.ll i.on. In o::-rler the bette!' 1;., undS!'s·i:.:>Jld 
· trJ.e-an6 .w0l'"k out alJ.. t;le rardi':Watious:, I propos~, left'' d;r to get a-way frot1 
them ~, an.d talk, instuad, of se~ing].y abst-ra.f:i:. questions. 

l.'l our philosophy olasses this yoal~ 1-1e GW try pra.::ticing dia1ootics,,,but, · 
unfortunately, it wns o1lly 11theoretica~11 ~-JherMS uhat iS cl'"uciAl is- to pre.cti~e 

_ dialec.ticn politicall.y a.nd organizationally. l'hus, some have talked t'lo ;11uch ~o.n 
the top ef their. h~s uhen i.t came to activltie!l, and,oth&r5 haven't talked at a.U.
Sinoe actions nll-mys set off reections !£ll!. :!'urthar ramificatir.ns, no doubt -talking 
oft the top of' yo'rr head is ~ !:"•at deal Dloro harmful tr.an keeping sllenl(l):.;ever
thQ.ess, sllence can't hal? tho org.:utization gr·ow;.; 0! tho osscnce, th.;no~f~t'"e, for 
our pr.&ooconvention pm•iod 1:: reasoned discu~;si':>n rootad Jr. objectivity. 

ES:o-centrism, it needs to be unde't"st.oocl, is £.!.2.!!, phllosophicdlly speaking, 
a question o£_ conceit of a.n individual. :\s 'if1 indivi.dnaJ., :\ant was not an egot,.at. 
<lriting on the eve of the Fr<mch Revolution, he fou;;ht the good fight age.inst the 
British Bmliricists; he was ~h& first to br~g ba-ck to modern lUe the ancient 
dialectic;- in mo.ny ways ho anticipated tile French Revolution ar.d haU<od it when 
-it came. Nevortheless, beoauae, phllo5ophically the Eeo 1m.s tho judge, it was 
ilnpossible to mtke any furthar forw.ll'l-1 tt~s. i.iegel, who was not +.be liberal- Kant 
tlas, n~r the moral.ist who relied on men of ~oO!J wll.l {11the genars.l wil111 )to resolve 
contradi.cticns;ii.~e;el who>, i.'1.::te!cl, j1.0~~1 hy objootive, htstoric developments and 
self~ovemcnt. of id~as as well as of hit:tory, and thfll"efore raleeaad the dia'lec-tic 
from axtel'nal restrictions, Md !"ollowerl !i:L movement through to itft lwgical 
conclusion, elicitod such now !aclJts of the dialecti~ in labor as well, that 
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hl_~ dialectic becamo in fact the 11al{;e'!ra o( revol~tion 11 b~ause ~.t 1ncorporat00. 
in it 1 O!' a."q)ressed, aS yoU wish, the Erlrag~s of too ?ranch novolution in. place 
or the Enlightcrun.ant, which j.s what, Kan·t.?i¥ansforme:.! into n:ethod. : I 
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I aho11ld a1s~ add tl..I-Clt ;,g:. ... car~t.risc wasntt only a bourgeois trait. l1e.rx's main 
e,!>ponent when ho ·.first began working out historloal mater!.allsm ..,.. tba phlloaopbeJ.• 
.for &111\l"chism (Stir nor) ud thr~ughout t!:.e li.fe o.f the First I.~tm-nat.ior.al this 
strein, whether in Pr<oudhon, ;Ja!cunin, etc .. '""'". th., bigi;ost obst.,.cle t.o, tho building 
of· a r.avolutionar,y pr-oletaria..!l movoment. It ther9 is iln.!(thing wB l~ned trOa 
the criiD•s o.f Sl;olinisr.~ is that .. the counter-r~volution w:!.thin the l"evolutlon is 
ey- .f~ the .. ost dangerous since it ,...,..ins a.fter you have already .r.tnisbed vith 
the~ sna.,y. Potty-bourgeois egoism .ts the b~in or <»tist31lc& o.f the liU>V..,ent 
vh1.a it is young, ~U in nU!I'IhO!", lsOlated from the maas movement which is the 
oril,y .thing tho.t csn c!iso3pl1!te the petty-botqogeois revolut:!.on!U"ies. If' thero is 
1..1J,Ything !vader tor such a revolutionary than the provorbisl cMol through a 
noodla's "5"• it is .!!.~.!-discipline. 

"Evtu"Y' bagir.ning 111ust be 1!Ulde frol"l the .Absoluto, 11 wrote Hee:el. AM 1.! ever 
~g so~ed fantastic, abstract, nonsensical, i.nccrl"ozt and :nost. certa.inly 
inappli. cable to liarXist analysis, this surely svuat~~S5like. the sontenco that >l!>ula 
win the prize, until -- World War. I broke out and)all t:h9 l'.arxist leaders li;ted up 
behind the Kaiser. It was:t't on+y se)..f-movement tl:at I.anin disoo?ec!"ed it• lle!iel's · 
'p!;i,J.osopl\1'. · .It was also the plung& into ireedo" that a &e~_:!zation giV68 you,. 
f';;:eep:l.ng in mind'the extdllple I gave tlia cla.ss oi: a eenerallzation that·ach:l.av•s. 
just thst-that is t~ soy; the relilization by a •.«>>."kar that lt isn't just his 
r ............ hi<: buddy's suoel"Visor or tho boos named ,Joe but that it a· a . 

': oo.pitafut cbss · cwactt,.lst:lc~~lil!!!6'o!ofi!W ~uotation from !.e~il• tha &ppoar• 
· on p.l5 of the lecture 11otes ~f my? outline auout the .formation o.f ab tract 
: not.1.<a~. . . · 

. . Nor.r it isn't only .for .. the study of ii~gel or oven J.!arx and Lenin that 
. , ''beginning .from the Absolute" instead of the immedls.te situation be.fore you 

is a ·necessity. It 1s"for our everyday activities. Somewhor~ Jegn-Paul Sutre 
hae a quite brilliant and correct e;>epression about revolution being "a dally 
p'l'~~ XU.Ubtinated by theory." P!"actlco that a wh:!.le. Th:tnk or Harx reading 
galJ.3y proo.fs of Capital llltd suddenly deciding ( Epark&l by a question by Dr • 
Kugelman, no doubt a stup:td petty-~'ill'geois question at that) thare is no p.,int 
t<> letting that chapter on Commodities stand so conc>'~toly aa it· stands; bettor 
lll&lc's 11a little ed'!tion.", like a ·r.rhole big .fat ahscil.ute, a notion, TilE FETIS;o:JM 
OF COO'.OD.ITlliS, l'~.ght there, in the very firot cha;>ter; &n t!tat simple most 
werydo,y thing, a ccmmodity. :\nd what lu>p~"f\S from 1867 when it was written_, to 
191.5 """" Lenin reAds the Science o1: Logic. '!Icy, every Marxist brings it down 
to size:('his narrow, simple 11cla~s struggle" size rather than tho F'REELY ASSOCIAT:lD 
LlBOR as only ones capable of ripping the .fotiah a~ .from that little product of 
labor. lordy, how man;; t:ill!e~ must wa .>•et1•ace our steps, and make g""erelizo.tion 
about th.ot which is already pnst and therefore everyone agreas with it, only in 
~1'<1er, 11t the very .first crisis the indi\'"idual er.parienoos, to h.ove the 1<hole 
dialaotic, not to mention simple ~uman relations between comrades, go by the 
bourd and the eeotist is oft, rtllllbling like an idiot! 

O.k. let's try again. Let's try it closer to horny;thoueh it may not be 
wlthin your individllal experienr.:~, it is nc:t:- onoUGh to Lest yourself'. The yes.~ 
is 1953, which, as agabst the .form•l1y cor~e-ot date or 1955, is the real (in 
the liege.1ian~'iarxian sense o.f ratiouRl and quintessential) breaking point o.f the 
state-capitalist famdcncy. I don't kno,; ho·~~ f!1an_,v h:tve reroad thCise H:a.:r 12 and 
l~y 20,1953 lettora on tho Absolute Idea tbal:. I asi.:ed all to read for thiJ 
phi1osopl\Y lCICturos. But in any case somo of you- o;:9oriflnce--:! that brc;a.k wo made 
from Joh.noon. :roretoforo ~.;e hC!.ve st!"essOO l:.hn.t t .. o t;r&l.t .tJhllosOIJhic breakthrough 
1-.'3e:1.iltran3la t.ing" ~eeol r s a.oal~rsis of ~tbsolutfl ~-:1J1Jl .:!.~ {!Of!tllL'1in~ a moV(.!!lle.'lt 

[rQ:II. practlc~. This. r1f .::olu·~c, t'c:r.'.ains historic.:tlly t:r-ue, an~l it rurtains 
truo in practice sir.ce' both .:;::",5 .:< L"El'TW anri ::JJ.R.XJS:.z A:r::., FREE:.:GM Wtn'£1 founrlc.:l 
on that principle. '.1
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("" H·t ab~abstruoe <\beolut'C) 
Ne:w., l:oh-nv.e:r, I wish to sho1o1 how tho so ~J7D.iiti~ipat00: , . · 

the r~t.urE'I or both big ovents and the cstP.tr).it:h':'lont i'f C;:.rre~eon·Je.nca. Or, 
preci;:Hily put, ~ inf'luonce thr:. o.:;~bl:tslt.'ilb.L1t of u:-] ::i'l-ta.'li.lJtad ·,o~orkersl J'!l-l~f'l'~; 
:wd thus led to brookup.. ,ts you kno~<, 1~53 wo.o a ver·,y- eventful year which bec..,3 
h.\st.('lric, f'i~st:,on }larch 5th, Hhen StoJ'in dit>J.. '9ob!"::~!'! th.1.t day anC. the ~eA."t 
hietot"'-" turnine pc:d .• ,t-, Jt:..i.G 17, the l!:a.st. Gorman rovolt., I Hrvto t.wo lettsrs.J 
on l!B.y 12 and I!G.y 20,1953. I ~<as quit~ .\!!l"Onsc:lous of separatine 11\)'sol.I' 
thEioreticilly f'roro John::;on; aml Hhc,>r:o I point.ecl. to a tlifi'orenco betwsen one 
int3l"pretat1on of Hegel and ""other, .!IA,t. attd.buted it to n dl:(faronoo in dntoe. 
J, hed w:-1-tt,en hts notes o:c Dl.nltictic lu 1948, X mine in l95J. l·!lnd you 1953 
'Was then e. V<tr:y s:IJ.e.ot year; the death of Sto.lin hat' not produced a ne" sitaatioc. 
at onoe and therefore the boureeais press kept up its firattle about the l.mpossib.. 
1.1ity c:f' Rll,)' actions within a ·coto.lito.l·io.n land; o1< the vtr.er hsnrl, .in 1948 "" 
were still expecting revolution at l~ast i.1 1-l~storn l>'Urope. Yet in Hay l9SJ I 
!L"ot.e .tn..t J's 1948 D1•lectics '135 "mej)Jlt ~~ generel development o!' 
so..,ialll!h'll tb:-ough .overcoming· Stalinism, wherea.e now we can ba ltiQre conz.rste."(y.S) 
And .t prooeoded to concretize by oaying there will b<> totally n"'' type of revolts · 
b""ause "our "1:" prl)ve• it hss aboli'shed "t>he distinction b<>twoen ·theo~·y and 

· pi"l.ctica &iiii' .thst which is tho preoccupation of the theorists _.freedom oat o!'. on<>
.pllrl,y tiital.itarilulislr• is the prBacoupatiiin of the gr8!lt masses,." A mMth l11tel' · 

· ~ ths :;:l.ati ('rill'l!lafl 'l\evoli b1•oko out. lfuen U c&OJa i'urth.-r ·to oonoreti~e this t\!1> 
· we~s U.tnr (The convention fur v<>ting to begin Co:l'reapondence .·"""' July 4i:h) t 

tlla;.~ght it meant that thoory would ho long<ll' be ::-estri<:te:l to"theorotic8J. ol'giiJle" 
.but cba 'llrittM direot.J.Y lli the. paper, the .workers-paper-to-be, AS:·you aJ.l. know, 
iii didn't'liork out that ""Y• a riew papEil', l'IEWl &, LErTI:l!S, ll&s Meded before we 
~ould·:praotice bo·th theory and s91f'-acti<lity of workero, ·One fi.1aJ. ......,.. RI-d . 

. on· the question e:f' th.,.,X",r and those 19.53 letters and that is the :!'act tba.t, juot 
118 th~ IIIOVeiltent _f'rom px:actice """ sdd to be not only··to thoory b11t to a new socie!:.i,, : 
so th'> »>vaasnt trom theory was not only to practice but as "the med4ting agant" · , 
o:f' .. now sec1st,r. .! 

_ abt~ut 

1-lhat has ·•11 tbis to do with 1\S todoy? Outside of tal!d:igfi!W to· nfactiee 
O!&tho,.<! net only tlleoretlcally but in politicaJ. and in orgtUlizatio~.al ... ttars, I 
liope wo vil1 all now actually de so oa at least three issues t.o face us at·tho 
conventt.m: (1)tlto mrking out of Perspective and th" 1l.voly discussiona that 
YilJ. fellow the dr.,!t; (2)coni'ronting the question about how to set tho events 
at Columbill 17niv.,..sity a.'ld the general stude..~t revolt in Alll«<'ioa in an i.r:ternation-.1 

' contwct; wo sure1,y are nat in the pre-revolutionary situation the French student• 
and workers. &re trying to develop into e.n actu.nl revolution, b•1t t.hero is no . 
situation an.ywhere dlh"t doesn't hAve its international. repercussions, and we will 
have to ..,rk t.hose ou~ both theoretically and concrotoly;· (3)the black revolt 
as it is at tho moment in 11Resurrec t1on City" and as it l<'..J.l be this summer, 
on the or..e hand, s.nd .11 new edition or Black 1·fass Revolt, on tho other hand. The 
on1,y rer.~;on I du not list the anti-Vietnl<!ll W&r movement 13 that I take fer granted 
t!J4.. w:IJ,J. be c<mtral to l!orkine; out politicaJ. perspectives. By the tise we me.e~ 
the Democratic and !lApublican conventions will have been held and >ra will oee 
whtlter the horl'ible 'choico will once ag•in .r.al'ro1l down to Nixon-Humphrey and the 
horrors of that in rebtionship to Viotnan;l --there surely Hill be 7iotnam~ if that 
is the ''choic911 1 Instead, letts cattle down tn E=O!!!e 11:::c.ivii.::~u~ss, labor, patience, 
eut!erine or the nogat.lvt:~u Hh:l.ch is the only way to produce so:ne v'Jr;y positive 
reVolutionary results. 

Yours, 

?.aya 


