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now tho roason I began '\oo"ith tile paat tenso .... 11 I idched. 
to discuss >dth you"--is_ tbat one important thins rll!de me c)lanzc "II tnincl. . . 
. . I 1dsll at th.i.o point to stop the dlse;,osion of ,1 i 
o11t" organization·, and 1 in~tead. diacuas the very la.ttJet anci :r,oct llO:iJuJ.a:.• of ·:t '-
all the11!leu Wt11 Castro exponents-Ra01s Debra,y' s :i:E"lOLUrro:: !l: T:!l: lti:VOL'JTIO:I?-- ·~ 
11hicb in tho Stokeley Carmichaels to tho "Cuba ror.d. 11 (Eve:..7 on& 

.r.o:runtutist theory fot- him:lol£1 it is 1ssue:~ bJ' tho 
~~~'i!-~~ihe~~.~~·';j· ~:;11~1;{,91~67) and OOSUl ~,50, and GOO foo• thonnolvoo 
"j htu:: to:! and just u~r. this 11shol'tcut to·rovolution11 

now adherents among the black nationalist".) ' 

Rogis Debra.y, b§ing himsal£ a Frencl'tllB.n anc1 an ·ititello:!tua.l, 
cannot !<eop hL-wel~ from theol·izing, nor,.~oSllite·all his l>rotestations, :1oos 
ho uant tc, On tho contl"O.'-'.Y• ha axpressoa Cast,ro!a o.n-1 Cho G•IovaJ.•ato theo·,·io:.: 
Of jlUo:"rill:t :~:.~!':u·~ ":!ettm•, AS ~:ell. aa more !l•AnJtly 1 than tho~r th'J~Oelvcu 
havo done. Hor•!ovar 1 :10 ha.c n IJrovooe.tive atylo (not to :·1o1tion tiw actual; 
grovooat~ur 'a ~lctho-:1 uhoa i-t CO!!lP.S to nrrots~r;ri!:lm11 ar.:1 ~von Ha.oisl::.). /lboVB all, 
.1o"""1lisnallutho .,ou:::iblo ano:-ra1•a to all the r)oaoi";)lc oaostio;1s th!:Lt,.nol·eovar, 
do not stop at i.ha .i,.Jre:~ont, b1o:t c;;t.am~ tho:'lDolvas to ·n.;o~ne Consoqqcmce:; fo~: · 
tho ii'utuBo. 11 Lot u::> ~·.at;in "\·:it.:,•h:\.5 con::lu~iontiJ 

,. • 11 :l1J~1co e. li.1o of action, 
11 :{<moo a.-1 hiutoric ra:.:,Jon::;:tbil.ity •. :· 
·~Tho ve~tin;; up of :lilita>·y ~ • 
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('1focnl pointu",rd)not !.>ol:tti~1el 'i"ocos 1 , is.dec:tsive !or tho 1"nture ••• 
' · "It is to point a t~r-nint; :fin_::e;.· at n doatl-end · s t.l•aot. and to 

: ' :indi,enta n ·shortcut. . 
. . ·· . .. . "(2):./ithout a>·mod ~tru,:rcJ.e th.,rt> is 110 t<oll-def:tn"': van.:;uard.... . 
·a cldm to the w.ncUArd role can bo or.tabliohod bnly by confrant:l.ng imporialism 
1dth acts.... · .. 

· , . . . "(:l).,. Thos~ tmo have t&:<en· up ar~t~ in latin Amorica today havo 
· ;; ··.~·/·:-<·~around .this line. of action •••• thsre ·must b'e one necessal~y concor:iance 

. &!I!Ong all those t<ho have 1·osolvej to !llaltc it (revolution)." (pp.ll9cll!6) 

· . . · The def~ition that to be & !-evolutionary one must ll111ake re ... rolutions", 
~ is Fidel1Bt#s the soJ.f-u:!ll, voluntaris" of the de:lieatod fet-r, irraspect- · 
·.ive o:f L'V' mas~ f.Ollow:L.ng, ste:us o:f 'seeing e"'/'W"ythine 11fl:·om nbove 11·, "tha leaders. ! 
,Not only that. These lead9l's a1•o further divided into lo"ar ranks--the politico£ 
. and the higher, highest--tho cil i tary J"en. 

ot t.ar io so j;g_t:!;l that not o~. is it put a·bove 
parties, but its e,v"~'f dictu:n(like the necessity 

~~!:~~~~[~~t~h~e-(noed tor "A~,i"ect -a&* I ¥ _., · educatio~ ~ is .aQ1 "at the outset" .e 
BGcause 1 The value of a revolutionary, like 

of a. party,· depen1s on hi~ aeti'lil;y ... essentially th" pa1•t-y ia the arnw", 
the true i•acognition of ioodership c!c:•~ands not only that the political collie Ui> · 
to the ,guorl•illa fighter, not the ~uerrilla fiehter to the city leadership, but 

. ol.so ,d~s that the guenilla leader be g:Lven "the.resoorces with 'Which to 
mG!id hia lead"l'Sbip,H(p,69) .,_ - . . 

detinition of leMI:l8.8tc:p A!li!l its respons1biliti....
CI:tf!., c1oos. not let h1m.-r be at4pped by tho ':lourage of a:ay 

capabJ.e of Cl'cting cadr"" 'llhD can endtee torture 
fmt•~i!so.a!llartt in but not of t.-&1i>1na cadres 'who C&IJ capture a machine 

g1.111 nest." And just u p!zyrs:l.cal fitnetJs to'lfttl's above Mllrxist p1'inc1ples, aJid 
C<tptur1ng a Jllllcbina gun nost I I N 5 tszlso is 1110re lau&.ble than being 
able to witbstaa:i.oapitalist prisons and torture, so a ~aral awike i"ac:\!lg · 
both ""2.1talists and the !1.1'111ed 7a!t ot the state lB nothilig ?fi!l.?i•wastedll8ro1i!lzr 
leading nowhere," BEi£t..,. to know tobii mob:!la, hOw to Jlllllleuv91•, how to surpr1,. 
the &rillY with a guerrilla &rll!f'· or "the J1ub of the question 3.s not theoretiolll.,. 1 
ii: lies in th~ i"ol'!JUI or or!janiz&tion -through 'Which the' socialist revolution' will i 

,loa realilled," ""!i'ha ".tOl'IIIS ot. organization", "'eclless .to say, turn out to._ · .. 
~"ll-~~ bands, even as 11scient11'ic socialism" tll:'ns out to be ass P 1 lpf II 
~~ ....uerrilla Wl-i'&l!le is to peasant uprisings 'Wba t I~ is to Sorel," 

. . . 

Marx shoulcl never have praised ·so highly the peasant 'WII.I.'s in 
~. much less dared oritioize his closest collaboratOr, Engels, i"or j;/G

tz P . · ~ 1 • ~- 1 • • J'pt,ying teo much r.ttention to lllilitesy ai'i"airs" in the Civ:!l war in the m, ~ 
;;(I1Dt«t. 1 1u'~b&va lllldted ~or Castro to t~~~<oh the blAck natioMliots"th& arf ot gu..rrilla 

w.r~~t sur~ 1a easier to tmoh ona to make a Molotov cocktail tban to 
teech~~eory ot saoial. revolution, &spec••Uv if or.e does not 4 lk• 
MlluJelt hAve the fo i""t notion ot the l{&rxian hiloa oi" 1 beration , 
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But do not la~~gh, and do not think is d ersion !rom the 
l!arxistul!lmmnist view or tbo responsibilities ot isadership. For at the end 
ot o~·er 100 pages of attackc on theory and praise of p1'actice, (Fidel has said 
"Everything is a matter ot detail•. "Hance" not only theory is of no use, but 
strategy t~~ust be stood ~~pside down and made subordinate to, and not govern, 
tactics.) .et the end of a 100 pages against political leadership &nd axal.ting 
a new "acyl& of loodership"-the military- Cand ot standing ever.Y"'..bing else 
llpllide dol>lll as well and rsplaing "these eni'eebled political V~L~~gaards1:) we 
Gltddenl,y, very auddenl.v are told all this is neoesscry ~~ ":rhus ends a 
<11vcrce ot several deeic1es between l'.o.rxist theory and rev'Olution&ry practice., , , 



,, 
" " 

'i; 
• ,,15;8 ~mi<>n ot tJleory and practice is not ail inevitability but a battle, and no 
bat1oJ.e ·is wn in adVIUIOe," · .. . 
.· .;:;.,, · . · · . - SoWtds lilce us, dc,oo1t1t itf .&h, I lett out ' 
·.tlAilllaiot &Qltenoe, tb18 union of theoey ant practice that is both so nGeded 

.if.~ ia 110t a 'but an aotivit,y, weol.l, :l.t tll:'ns o:at that '1t this 
.1-~~tq u010t "it -.;ill not be aobieved ~are." 
·~·J~;J.O?) ~ (4e· .(J):.v -t4 ~ ~ t9<..8J~-

" · ·'· . atop hare: bettP.r is y10t to e0lll04 Not onl,y is 
. the Ul!iV ot theo:ey am practise not tor lite, not for the soses, nor tor 

&1\1' "Vanguard" lll<OIIpt in tha L"'I!Yo but_jt v1ll not to1!11'&te C.QY "dualism": 
11:lhs gua-r1l.lc tore;.,, it :l.t a genufilel,y seeks total polillcal ~mrf'e.rs, · 
O&IIJI<>t :lr. the lo11g J'W1 i:N.erlLte lii.'tJ:1 t'llndaalental dll411t,y of' fllnotiona o'l: pov.ers. 
Cbe G!Wvara carries ti:e. idea of unlt:v so tar that he pl'oposes tbat th11 mllitar,y 
and p.>J.it:l.oal llllld!!ll'a who l~ insurrectional stl'ugglee in hliiZ'iO&n <oan be 
'united, 11' possible, in <>ne plll<'~on• ... learr.in,g the art or \IUl' qy JUaldng it" as 
i"idl.ll hod don& .am as Che is now 'b.7in.~ to do I 

J 

So theiiJ.iberat:l.on._ f'rolll old theori.,s, o)4 "vanguardists" 
wu not onl,y to subordilulte po).!t:l.os to the JO..Uitary, the. pe.rt,y to the guE..."l'illa, 
the lll&Ba tc the U!q, the' 8l:'IIIY to the leo.<!.erahjp.- ·but to a SIIIGLB 1.&1ER, l.nd 
'llilrf tk>U, C_!nsurraot:l.onal activlt.y is tod!lY the numblll' one polit:l.oal &otiv1ty._ll 

It is ~ a1ngleness of purpose, singleness ot method, 
aingleness ot tol"l!! of' organization, .. IJM>sleness of leader wb:l.oh is &upposed to 
rwtlal 11be "nw dialeotic ot tasks~, hew that poor d:laleotic is mutilatt'd, 
.tr.pentec!, and ahern of· all spontansous sel.f'-cleveloplllent, to fit :l.nto pre-
ocnooivecli!Ot:l.on suddenl,y raised to"thaoriss," · ...... 
, ' . .. • • . . Alx! yet it 1s 110 ccoident that eith!IZ' the dialectic or the 
un11;y ot t!111p17 and P,act:l.oe 'II&B brought inl ~e oompulsion to do so 11as preoisely 
bcc:luue ot,· th9 polit:l.oal uturit,y ot our age, preoiil-el3' beoauss the masses aro 
d~ that they do not l;ive the:lr vary lives to, a causD merely fur the 
axeitiiiii&Dt ot guerrilla Wlirfare, but IIIIJIQI: rather for a tctal.l,t new l:!Ze, in 

_ wb:l.oh;6matevsr be the "s1;yle ot laad,srsb:lp!!) it all, once and t-or all, "encls 
a di'I'Ol"oe or several dacadea duration botwen Marxist thsory tmi revolutio111117 
prautice. 11 

'l'ho! .<iuss.tion is1. 'lfflY IS rJ: TH.U' liE WI!O I!IRST Tllll.li.W Otrl' TliE CIIALLi!IIGE . 
.AEO'OT :l"JU.ING TBS t.mmE'riCAL VOID lll TII!I MAII.'O:ST MOWI!ENT SI!ICB LEIIDi"S IBU'H · ., 
are the· ones llho are sel.f'..conso:l.oUIJ, and think w must ehow b,y aa'"'"~= 
tb1nking and uniting it with practice that '118 are "in the movsment11 , 'h,.fi;;;f'";;i"""'" 
g&in1Dg t'rom tha movBI>lOIIt these llho would realize tbat without tbis unit;y of' 

I! 
.I 

·l' . 
. . . . . . . 

.. 

i . 

thsory and practise, that NEioB II: LET'l'ERS OOIIHl'l'J.'B&5 ·and only Me.rxist-!!umanistll 
.orgMizat:l.ons oJI,s the correct orgMi&at1onal praot:l.o<>f. If w took tbiB or,jian:l.zstional 

· pract!De ·as ser:l.ousl,y aa we take our theory, we 'WOuld know how to expose(. and not 
be ·a.~a1d to exposoi) that this 'IIIIich c'slls i'tself "black power" is_,in tao~ the 
thCJOl'T of' the alite, the theory or the .e.ther_world poWIIZ', state-capitaliSm, the 
theory or these who £2B'1 all tbat is alien to Marx1sm , fi:gm, chosing the Arabs 
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and fol'getting that tlilii were the f:!rst ensl&ver~ca, but attacking IsraRl. 
as 11' Zionism and the Jll'.dsh masses are one: Will e. vanturist z>atll o1' 
th<>se who wo • doom the masses by keeping sm separate f:oom labot· in 
o "" tO sound 1'revolut1onsryV "e.ctiv-'..st• rather thM eoncarncd uith phllosoplzy' 
and revolution as :IZ one ct~ulu ssibl,y succeed in a genuin" 1•evolut:l.on ~ 
romllut:l.onsr;y theory. · 

. Let us this plen'"" not go off' into "activism". Let us 
'rather attend to our 01111 business, not in order to be unique, but beo&use our 
uniquensss is, in tact, the most needed element in thls fiu1d oitustion of hot 

. SUIIIIIIal'S that are long, am desert battles tha£ are short, so that the dialectics 
or liberation is not. degraded to tlle global struggle for powar, but, rather, 
rRl.e!lsss the III&SS sel.f'-actiri.t,y because the laaderebip has recognized ~ 
responaibilit,y to the orgsnizat:l.on,y0 urs. "--- · 


