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D<>Ax- Joiuu 

.fo~inally I'm back homa where I founU t~<~Co latt.1'.re: from you, CtnB a. rather 
str.;.nge one-it'll bftnamc clear lattr.•· why. 11ntrAnet=~11 • 3L'lco I wlll not mako up 
'lily tdnd on ppb • ..,s, hard cover t.Ul those who arl) roadi.ng i.t now wlll ~~lv3 thoiT' 
t.nawar ln July, I will not· answer tho ono concArtlinr; Phllosoplljf and ;hwolutlon,• , 
but l.llftlt lllY&&f te th~ on~ t"ft(,Ard!..t(. Jruaes'n ur:oto" og.th'l Dlal.octi.c 11 Yhlch I 
tyPed back .in 1948. ,\t thAt \t~" th 1~;\,t;,"grost", but to thir~< that BOMfl 
ant: vito claim• tO e111.nct) • mtf't;tlc b~t 1'<lil'Aotly tho diuoctic 1tool::!1

, 

woultf o_9h~l.der tha~tiesn critic ~o d~·:~ade~ noth~_5:,"!_le,es 001erc;t1d that woulr! d81'11an~l 
a rwr:.~'v/;.l.ne is, uurely, sta.~nan:t thinkln!r: • eepocial.!.y.IWOJ) ends on n~moth!nr. Bo 1"nJ• 
fro~ rsllty A'r:;: "l'h& Stalir:ietfl a.ra o·rHrrunnin~ China. ·.r'hoy ,a!ro at "jm•!'lt&, Koraa,the 
M&1&1 St.tte•, Indonosla, !ndo..Chlna and thon Indlt., "f_t ')-L( ~~ ) 

Jo'or one thl.ru:!, tho atruoturo o!' thceFj 240 PP• la vary lupaideJ lm!<:ied. 
· 'lhu.s, no lt.rGS than ·65 pa~ea &1"!• thwotw.i to tho ?:-flfaco!l ~'(;ont'lnts pa.J;e ltottt it no 

that. nt 1st &d,o!' Looio, but in £act 1t is both ..-Jltl..:Jna 1!9 well as Prafaco to tha 
Pheno:3llt)logy, ar;d, or c~m-oo, lotn of ll.blstrationo, no·.;';rsfol·raci to 2:; :•dirsct 
didBotlc.••) On tile other hand, the whole of tho D:>otrin<• of ~eln;( rates a more 'l't pp. 
111e· iloc5rlt•e of :; .. .,..oo (pp. il;-101) would ueM to ~"t,_,liF.tiJf:lll fnlr"r troatmont, 
II!IXC1tpt· .that a readin?, or. it sho·"'s 'that thA author has begW'l sklppl!Jf: as ~~n as 
h.o l'"UChild_ oro1Uld PO that, in fact, he haS ba:oely OOV'&~r&tl Soetll:m·~v.ifli much 1eBB 
twa ud thrtlo. But we do have one (!;roat advantage and that is that re1"e1'enct's to· 

. t."'a.'aotual. hlstOt>io 11••·.tacis (not o!ily 1948 but roaMLog throughout th<' world 1'ro111 
th41 l!llg,,ish, iievdut1cn (1611Q..48)tbroll;);h the French Rov~lu.tlon IUld. down .to USA "today'\) ( 
....... ll olefin!:bM(, .. ...r...oo.-W"Lenin for oo •ubF:"·""~" Jl'lrt o1' tha·>lho1e beok,that ,: 
"~ d•.gat a g:oasp o1" JaMes' thc.u:ht, 11dlaleoti 11 .d all. 5o lut1a stcy with th'li ,I 
author frpM. wh...-.. he begins theLininlct In tor e on p,lUZ anJ doeon 1 t l.u fa.ct en~ .~ \ 
1!1'/e!\·wMD he ends Essence (p,145i as. ho no oo ner gfl~D into !lotion thAn he returns j 

'to "LMin.!.m and tho lloti .. n" (pp.lW>-15?). / I . ~ .. . ' .~ 

. Q,k,, that*'s a f{roat nl.Ulbor of pa.r,llH, a Rru"iour, study of~-except 
. .tlutt b9 a!:nr1cu•1y had not th~c 1•ead W:t.tn•r. l'hllo~ophie Notobooks....,lf ~1e 
'; lye!.& !s strictly, political. ~~ t~~~f'I re~mm.~ber on .. CJY journays bot.- . 

,,.n l'.isaouri and N.Y. stoppinr, at Washington and '< callln~ out an at-•i~ht tran•la
tlon fi"Om Lenin's ilua•lan r,oto.' and ro:r soJ•ibbling thOI'I :!o'>ll!. I st.lll h<~v•· t.'lo 
n~t.book, ! r,ot plenty, bc.t not nearly onot:;lh."(ipl02-J) 

• You rJAy, or oouran, add .... tw.t you !·tlsh to your P!·•.lfaea, althow:h I 11houlcl i:nag.L,e .. 
1~ would be beat to wait tlll dtofinl.~u date fo,. publication 1~ ••t• !>'.ay l say 
that one thine rather ahockod mo in your e;J&ny and that wau th.;. l'Bi"ortrncc to . 

H.m""leau-Ponty1 r. 11HlU!tanimn and Terror" which I connld~r pw-~ apolo,;la !'oro StF..l!niem both: 
in its tlldng••'-lhon both Moscow 'trials and fOl'cutl labor camps ~t)rti hoU.:r debate"- :· 
ani ill 11ob,1ect11 ; the attack on Darkn&:;tl at NqQn canhardl.y bo cone:ldorOO 11.Leninlszn11f 

.. At end of letter there ~<lll be the baokr,roun1 cot onl.v to the 1!.mltatlon of what i 
WAS "s;:oeat11 ln 194-8, but tho Jlloro speci!'ic .11nc.l latctl' rW.atloJauh!.p of' 11Johnson-Foro:<t"~' 

"••i\e.ferenco::J to 11!l'1 ant! 11peop1a llolie:! as G~·scu, .. :u.o, l:.'illiam,utc. 11 (p.l)wlll 
llkewiuo be nxplalno::i at UD:!. I don't WAnt 11history11 to lntor1'cra with comments 

on hhn ntruetm•e an:! lo~:lc of ·thoso "!iotan on IJialorJtic:l H..,~_~ul n.nd ::arxlatr,. 11 

lUt I ahoul~ call uttent.1on to that str-afl:;;e 11SalflcttTJ Political Gloas:.ary (quoted 
d.L•ol:Uy rrom thu toxt 11 ,pp.257no?.60, Nhich ~Of'~ on to spoll out .. ';f~, CIO, oxplalna 
t.hat. "GI)otho--a famous litarat·y ctJntOO!.porary or l:ht;.el 11 , not to ro.entlou showln;t, such 
ignorance or Spanil'lh P.mrooution as to list }<uni~ an t1 ltM,uxlcsn n·otskylst lea.dHr 11-
for who" rn:•otly l..< all thic intondo:l? a publl~ that would alno oo onli.;hton«l by 
t1Uch dt:rflaitlon::J ao 11 Johnoon-r~orast-Tho namo o.f th~:: i.~1·ouplnc; ulthi(l "tho '.i'rotakylats 
'.:lth which thesa Notou on Dial(•ct\.co arn llBSO'!l&tc-t:!, Johnoon wns tha pseudcnym !"or 
cL.q ,TG.!4t\fl\ Fornst was Hao. {'O-lea.der of tho r,!'oUp. .~nDthe·· tH!'(ll fot' the i~t·oup HQG 
.Johnson1ttts, 11 7 
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... '!bo only two·. quwt.l;lona lA'IDH doer:: quoto rro:n-Lonin are thEt 11Le&p 11 &E;a.inat 

gradu.llnoas l.lnd t&lH ut!OV8:Jl,ttnt a~l oelf .. IOOV"~nj;P~·(wrtrnr,ly attributed by~ to thu 
Da<.~!.tte .,r EsBMce'1ihftl'"R0 ·L«LllfJ:twl_ ir.ir!1~~t"otm.i1;y _..r;t·il'~pod tna'E'. This 1:1 
no~U$Stion of "quot&tluns", Mo~• lmpo,.tantly !,!J,J;~~~Ae}-e:"p J]n·1~~-os, Jl!&de ls 
on .I!.Bacnca, and eo in love with Hu~~cl'::J an&lyt~lu~W"fnt''iiu that·lfl,·'hodfi', tb thltt C.ay, 
r&ty);ecl th9 whole of Obsorvatlon 3 on tho auoritlon, Md that h" carrt8l1Ythrou~hout. 
9ut that, ae he. h1ma9lf Hrittta _ov•'r anrl ovuo· ar;ain, WS.H not thtJ, 11new 11; thP. n"!!W, l.e .. 
t,...at which W'Ati hlo taek, cr tho task of th« trm:lsncyt or thn C.trfl wc.s tho ::lclctrlna 
c,rf'Not!.en •. and th{t qnoatlcm of u;rnlvfJrl'l&~a 11 , he orln;~s in, an'dthe flnout on Lanln 
1.1!1 Ja:r.&s• r~~tCor,:n!tion.cf l<.tnln'r. "to 11. t'&n11 ·au thn ntr..: Unlvorsal. 

NO'"' then whllt dooa he do ··tlth the :bctrlnR or' Not,ion, a8par:la~.Y' em 
his DpacH'illlfJ go•l, cf thtt relet1onshl1' bot'..tAon spontttnolty and orp;aniz.!.tl~ni lf,/e 
h.&ve i,oo t,lft holrf of th;t Hotlon, of th.., Abl!!~lata !'dHa, bofortt we OL"l 861:' thla relation 
b"heen organl.r.atlon and apont.anolty lo l.to conCl"eta t,ruth."(p.ll5} \iell, p&ges. 1 
!26-14) ~..wa..gllt,Jl{I.Jiat...f.bo.s~~ . ...u-ttlrne out_ p..._at\J 1 ~l!ofi heavlly~·,.JA. 
~n ~els' OAAl!!(:tlCH or N<lturo:"En.;els has what ls ln cty O!Odest opinlc.n " V<!T'~ 

aa.tlsf.ying ?'ISBa>;~" '"' the ,Jt!d." got.ent. 11(p.l27) lia hardl~s· ta out of the ohept . .,...en 
the eatog•rleA, Universal, P&rtloular and Individual. r"fers to "A note !'rb a-
!lere ·olar!f.i&o a difficUlty 11hioh 1• not only of r,r""t llosophical but. also of 

.t.o.portanos. lba l!otl.on io concr•to, It is .ht but :..t 1a concrete. 
. . . of er e..ozt ro\"olut1on not oo -;,_ 

· th" f.b:ed partlc.Uar of l'l·otsl:y• a 
· Jt.Dieo wall ariou.;h, ho l.natolld j11111ps 

l.iltCl the quaot1on or the of poruo!'llt !'evolution whloh he does most ftUP""~ 
t1c111UJr, leavU);: out entiruly 1!!2. orit!.cal ques'tior. of tho rele of the peacantry 

· wblch 1'1'otoky Wa!J alWa.Y" wr"n~ or., and llbatever it ls Ja .. os .!;, this Y'PfU' of 197l 
J""''l• t. ... the 1110st >•wolution&!'y force, .f-: not ovM mentioned ln 1948, or noted 
on· J.a AllY way in 19b6 "edition" or "1971 edition", :..s for H6gel,, having otoppa:l on 
p.2,56,:-still in the 1'1rot chapter ~n !lotion, ho iG orr to Lrminlsm and the Notion 
uhiab •. enc9 again, repeatu the 11 Leap11 , then .lnto politics,. then into ··~.bat .. .;e 
Sllall do, and OQ to :Trotsky1""'' t:ynthot.ic Cotnition•1(pp.l61j..l7"') l<hon, fina!Uy, we· 

, do r,et to tho Absolut .. Lloa-only to find tho dAa:-th or quotationo from Lctnin to 
be Dothlne bu~ quotations fro!.1 Ho?,el. "1th hArdly a o l~n of !!!!!. vollubllley h10re, 
unless you wloh to Cti:J.Blder tho 1111splacai PIB&l'lB or p!"a.l.flo to ~~~RlB: 11Enp;o.1s han 
sumod 11;> once Md for all, rJOspite all tho modnrn phllosopbAI'R write: the l'\Uld~nontal 
d\llltinction in philos~h,y 1.o the prlnracy <>I' Mtariollorn: being or idea11•n or iciealisuu 
knowL"tg, 11 (p.l7") 

Is that a:U7 ,\nd lf th•t 1.o •ll on Uha dialootlc, what 11"oout Jamoo 0 

own goal aocout opontan.,lty and or,~anization: "lb" !Ja>•ty is the knowin<; of the prole.. 
tariat as being, 'lith!>ut the party the proletarist knows nothl.ne."(p.ll'6) That 
st•undo ab•c.lutely unbelievable in vlew of tho I'act that tho wholo suction is,rir,htly, 
d&votAd to the exposo of tho d1Ji!oneraoy o1' tho party and tho need for spontaneity, 
graatly praised. How can tho hypel'holos, so r.hal-actnriatlc of Ja.'lluth poftc1~ o 
c~m:Ut •~ f~~ntAstlc a cont>•4dict1on tna• thn ola!!l1 that 11./itnout tha porty tho pro).o
tllriat knoue nothing, 11 I 11'\ afraid you'll havo to nt:~k. Just auch nonsensical fomula
tioru; popp~>' the II book" and if ,vou should call thiXII to hb attontion, he'll f 1nd tho 
exact opposite on eom:a ot.htir pA!,fl to quota. not th.o lt.!S!!t of uhich ls thu sud~Jon 
endless dlv•;rslo:l to l(VJ.().l64H for Jo:tl&llut:.! an:! 1733--179) for ;.·ranca whal·n, boliove it 
,.,~not, the aubryo of stato-capital.Wrrt ~s bot•nl 

l know of no sln,:.lo pUbllahor who would blJ lntt;j,•oated in publlahine 
th!s. !Jvt that is not tho poillt. I know not "hat eonuint• ·oontrlhutiou to tho 
d1.11nctic this can :oako in 1972, an:! for you to unde>·utand why I'n hardly the ono to 
writo JIUiea' -.1ve him "advlcn", as ,YOll put it), I r.:uut finally '"t back to what I 
bB:{an with rtrgartiln~ 11th*' stra111:;n 1Httor, 11 an.! thn 11~raatnfUJB 11 of thona note!l••ln 
1948. It was, a.a h« J puts it on p.lH5 11 on fa1Till1~t1 , and ":1&:5 a nt.l"'tltlus to :~ot down 
to Ha;r.al 11ottroftlvAu 11 • I, fox• AXLUI!plo, pt·omptly 1:ot down to trannlatln·.: thH wholo 
of Lenln'e Fhilosophlr: :·jotohooks 1 whi.:h was ~~y u.,~i!"t 11 to . .famns. O,y"'s, I a.'ll that 
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that foundll\1 -" 
~!tena:tmt .hal.r ot Johne:on..Fo:-est, .ae1. g)c9qu~ but Te.~encyJ thB" SCI ~awpital .. l.Dt 

~· 1"1~•t of _Rusoi:t., and thon oi' the "..,rl.d sta,0e of capltal1rnn, ol.l tl«l 
aloaa...,y t<> the ar:alyolo of ito !IJ)poalta, ctaga of wc,.kere' ~evolt. 

Although- not a found..,., a leador -tho thirti of thv tr.l.o t...,.t f~l"muht'>d 
'th" AJio:ll.l,'11i~, not in 19<11 "'han James dld the lJ<>lltlcitl all&lysl.a ~nd I th<> eoonomlc, . 
but 1>7 the mid-19/Wia omen l!ogtillon ~l:llosophy hFcame more tlutn a popula>· krrawledt:"blo 
rl<tlioal phraoe, blo\t a Mtter Clf cllc,glru;. into He~ol dlrootll"·-~'W • • • ...,........ 
·- fjlr n:p ff. "&f... _@lfhmo dl.d thtl phllos<>pblc work generally """ Grac" Chln 
L-e&, · Since ·aha -DB nCJt an W.e~ted lnatler to the lrutskyUtc her nA!'KJ does not appnar 
1n :t.a'l11- i1.wH ~r thfJ Tend~ey, but no ono c!oubtcci who 11Gr"::f511 wag 11o0r was lwr ;\llma 
s~y absent, f'or, sa lUa Stor;.~~ ohe did ttif,n fiUIO.Y' of tha doou.m.ftnts 'by the 9tld 
of the 1940'•• ~~tid, in fact, 1B tho one that wrote the o"ctlon on "Phllosophy ~1" Stat<>
Capitalill..e in f>m" '""jor r.IMl Jocum"'tt hanood t.o trotskylom J.n 1950 Ond allllod 
STAlE 'CAP!li\LlSl'l .4Nil '.-IO'i!LD REVOWl'JO!I, llh1oh J hau """" bW17 "republlshing11 tm.1t'lr 
lli ow ......, donG, bein,:: fond espoo1all:r oi' thu pblloaophio sootion ISl:"lttGt& by "1a 
Swn~ Ollld thil J>IU"t 011 IOOde of lalror 1n Russia b.nd the US by II\1Solt. So be ltl (All 
the doa.....,..til aa written h:<ve been rlepositsd b,y me with \oBu Labor l!isto,-:r.•) 

. . . . ir"..At d08~ it ilavt> to d .. with 1'r<r,>uhl1sh1ng'1 Dialectic ~loteo? w~u. 
'· f~st Ria l!tcine orit'iaized it !I"ORI a ct!"l.ctl,. phllosopltic-acad ... lc &.'lgl,. (She was 
'•tiM.~ tra1rted phUosep!tor !U1d her ph,.d. was in H&gsll.an phUoaDphJ'I )I dl.d not seo 
;ti!At P&!.t1aulu" criUoillm as it was in i"orm of l'e~oonal let~ers between her ll!1li him. 
'6ilt __ ~_:,foow ~u .~llred'ter, when I CCP!pleted ·l.b~ tran3latlon of Lenin's hie 

· ·:ett!is!f!Jc! · ~ a.n..W ao~re8pondance stal'ttd be ween tho throo of us,_.,n a ve,.,. ,.uc· 
-'-•.-:.•· OCIIIC>"roe and, atr1otl.r, (par.,grllph b7. par~Sgraph type ot: diocuoa.!.on)phllooophi f 
:..'It'!!~i\Pec!-1n':l950 )lh'sn, on the one·hand, it.all helpoo 1n t·ormulat.~~tbat final 

;,,,dit,ciiioii~Ctol:al>:l 0 oti-tJw other lwld, the great General Strike 6f Hln..rs ,,.. on, and I 
· !l,t'OCM:!e:! u Wut V\rgil~ to part1.:1pnto 1n it. (llui Xori!O.ntown papers 111101 tried 

· ~ ,Up·IIJ' "relll11 , but this cru"W atr1ke erupted lon;, b•foru I got th..,..,, an~ 
·Ill" '.''ri;le" 'Nils Ita 110re tbar. witrklng with ono group or miners 11ho did cnns!d..,. the 

. llwl!\lili!o: of lland.llll t.tl! and whu, mach loter, did reappear 1n llo"""l.aea"'l Frel!do!"l 
·~ealiing r.,r tha..lelves aeP.inst Auto...,tlon.) 

. . · :C.. l95J, M)en StAlin died, I was elated enough w bogJ..i, br.,.kl.ng 
d~wn tbe Ab&olute Id• ae tbat aovemeAt frr;m practice to theo!"Y at¥! a n~ society. 
Sb: weeks bator" i;M.June 17th East German Revolt (MAy 20th, to be exact) Graco was 
too oxci te:l about those lettera !IS to ur1to tba t whR. t Lenin' d Fhllosophic Notelxioke 
dld 1n 1914, tho·ll<o,r 1?. and May 20th Letf;m•s on the Absolut~ Id"" would do 1c 1953. 
''1\lat loU the bll£1nn!ng of the end or the ,J-F T, althoUgh the actual brookup occurred 

· onl.y al'ter Jue:t had rtturnod to England and the [OVill"l11l1Unt dilo<tldoci to IMke that l!otlng 
that so oe&red Johnson\tho~h h'l \oii.B no longer Wlder this governmot:t'o :'ha.."'Tn.ss:nent1'• 
ha dld br;:ak up tbe Tendan-;y, th9n broke olso with Grace, au! his brond new r..,ppaarance 
does list 11\~llli.am GoriiYU1 11 ae stlll around for "Toolu1Jr-ol Help of". Hhy iluth•r witll 
"t"-'hnJ.ttallt.S.t'sn Wen the GlossAry lists llnovlov as 11Ltconatant associate o!' Lonin." 

Yours. 

·•r thought I dld turn over to you a llstlru;. of the .~rchi~es I thero uopontted (And 
avdlable to lib,.sries ~ on mlcrol"llm) undO>" tlH& or Mal">:lot-Ht"'"'...cl!!!l: l9"1-12./j9 
which lo dlvi<!sd 1n two Pn;-ts, Part One dealing with State GapltaUoOI,l!/41-1955 men 
split oi"fir.oially oeeu."Ta:.l, and Part Two when the oontlnur!nco of that Ol'i{;L"1al tondoncy 
de•.UOpod into !!arrlst-l!\uo,an1o01,~ttl:l'l 
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June lo,l972 

Dear Friend.: 

· oae pap&'baek pllb:U.ell..- 1a a~ •e te ae;oe 1ft fer "" illtervift. at 
th• B &f the -tJI.f !IP.Jo.epf 1 t ~11 ruu'l.t :!.a Ol> aohal -tr&Oto 118'1110' 11U 
the noed fer pbilAwpJ>.T $!Ill rweluU.n (lli!le capital lettc·ing bsaauo that ia 
'Wb&t lit• itself d811&1lde) Mrt> urge.'1to It ude ,., think that it io al .. ni!Oesll&l'y' 
te <h-aw a bWnoe ah.et er the past asoeoiatien with J11111~s, and I aa preperlnt: 
• .., .. tbte dm.-ing the precl!!lvenU.n diaawoaien a pieoe te ba called FOR mE RECORD 

Starts its Mar:dst Path by Rfllll'iting H1•teory), .at the wuo till• 
happer,ed last mtnth 'tl!ln I received a l&tter. tr•• a pr•fMoor 

aal:ed a:t oeaaents en "Nates en the Dialeot.ie" an<! asked •• abo teo 11011d ~ 
11ad'iioe11 til its auther, C,L,R.Jameo 0 (Which ~hwa you 1ft juat ..tat ivery telosra 
th ... e !>bU.a~hfll'B live ino) Si!,ae that particular "boek" is truly hie(llll ega:!.alt 
tr.-ae t:lat.verG part of the Tendancy and lil1ch he auddoonl7 1a rapubl.iahillg u 1! 
ha ia their sale autMr) I hlil not included a critique of it in "Fer the RecOZ'<l," 
llbethar or Mt I will do "", I thought you wuld be illtareated ln -., lett.. ta 
the profuse,., ~o here 1s DIGit of it: 

! ~;rped Jaau•a "l<tttea on tb" Dieleotic:" 
baa!; 1n 1948. At that till• I t.bought it lMS "great", but to think th&t =- 1lbe 
.. l.eiu ta write 11not aplautiena" or the dialectic. but 1'direot.J¥ the dJ.~leotic 

. itnlt11 ,..uld C511tl1d81' that, out ot the peat tw critical d...,..dea, n•tldag had 
•ergad that wuld d-.nd !to rewrite it, ia,surel,y stagnant th1o>ldng~· eapee1all.y 
••m $ne llac ended on acosothing ae far hoa reality us "111• Stlll1n1ata are t.vr.., 
r.IUIIling Qd.na, 111111 aiJa at B1lrM, Ko>'l!l&, the ~ Stateft, Tndeneai&,' llld .... CIIilla 
&lid llld1ao 11 (p,246) · ·· · 

. 111e atructuro er these 246 :pagu ie.·v ... ,. ·. 
·lepsidad illdeccl, 111ua, ne leu than 6.5 !'&goa are dii'IOted to tbe Prataau, but the . 
llilallo lleot?ine ef Being r"tea ·• !!lara 7'} p~gea. 111e J»ctrine <51: Eea&o~Ce (pp,7WOO.) · 
118uld aiNII te h&ve (lfltten a •r• aerieu treataont, except tll&t a l'eoidillg at :l.t 
ai.Mnnt that J._ began oldpping aa seen as he reaobed Cil'eum (llli1cb a b&ralT 
Seotien !be, IIWlb le88 Seetiena '1\lo ard lb>'ea)• N"OII"thelc:a, a!.nae we do. hft>'a 
h&Ye the advantage t.h&t the r.t.,.oneos are to hiateric periads (net eally 1948,USA, 
but r.oaing threugllent tho world from the l!ngllah r8!1..:Lutien et 16llo-l!ll throllp;b 
the llr..,.t Prenoh ~ut:lnn. and de1m to 11tad&y11 , at 11h1oh p•int tha autl>er 
aaudot ue en a ".IMdn'-tlt Interlude" {p/l!Yi.) llli1oh.is followed (as uon u be erod1 
nth ill: ... ee (p,l45) cttntinu..-.. into 111An1n1am and the Notion"(~ teo p.l.59), w 
c4tl at l81.18t g•t to know wllat Juea thinks. 

O.k,,that 111 a great number at: pagea, 
oentaine a serieua otudy or Lenin. But that &nlll.yaia ill etr1etly pelltieal, 
:!he author abrio.:sly did net knew I.Qnin&a Ph11osopb1e Noteboeka. H!ll"e 1a hew 
he r01t8l'a teo thMtl (pp.l02-3) 111 r•ember on III,Y journeys betweM K\aeouri and II.Y, 
eteppiag at Wllell1ngton and Roo&l.lins o>ut an "t-sight tranal&t1on fro• L&nin•a 
RU>IsiM 1111tea, and 11\Y scribbling tha down. I ot!.ll have the n•teboeko I gGt 
plenty, but net nearly <>!Iough," ·· 

1!1At oert&lnlJI is trua, 111e only t110 quotations 
iulae raters to are the one ones Lenin writes on "Leap" against gradualnNa, 
and his """it«aent ~beut ate dil>leatic as 1'1'.eYOIIIIIIt &r.d eel1'-v•ont11 (vreJig].y 
attributed b)' Jeea tc tile roaark~ 1n t.he Doci:rine et liuenee llhareas Lenin had . 
made thuoa oonclua1one l!ang befere he bettled with the Doctrine of Elleenoe.) nne 

~Jaaes Gild vrittr.n to this profaner: 111 talte the liberty or aondillg Y"'U .. illtrk ef 11\Y Ollllo•o 
4 etud:r or the d1&l.eotie of Hegol, not oxpl.-.n&tions or thfl d1&l.eotia but the dialClCtiO 
1t&.J.t,,.! regret to • ..,. that it is tho only direct st~ of tho dialeotie th&t I knew.· •• ! 
am c~~>eerned with t.-ying to find out 'What q,..liried peoplo think ef 11\Y boek AD:! the peseibU· 
Uq ef norul publ1cat1cn." He sent 111m what he cAlled th"!'2nd edition111it ••&& lliaeograpbad 
by 11Fr1endo of F1eing Reality11 ,1971. Obvicusly the professor theught I could take the .. ttar · 
err his h&nds. 
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Ob .. rvation 

' . -2-
18 no ~'-"911atio utter &lltlut 01quota~1oi1a, 01 :Ihe poillt ia that t'!le one ''lup" 
ll!al!f. cakM ill 11.1 :Ihe liootrin& or Easaooe, and act in love ia h11 wltb B~~gel'a 
profolllld ea4'aia or Colltr.odiction that even in the1119?l ac!itien11 he haa the third 
:18'' ! r· blr. B~~t~el raeyped u "Jm>en::lb:11 • 3ut aa JUioa ketpa ropMting over 
and .. ver ~ that ,.. 1121 "tho nw" tor our ago, for our faildencn l>ie wk · 

. wa •lfiPO~od to be to work out the. Dootdne of tha Notion. 1111t thf' enly (lllld it 
ill the ac!.i«•.s·o,· tha cli!,y on• J .. ea can cht.lk up) """rking out" is the reoeg... 
nit:U.n that Leain"a elegan, "to a IIAil",waa the new Univeroalo 

·!lu.t llb&t do88 ho do with thoDoctl'i!le er the llotien • ., that •hicb b& 
~~pacdfied u b1a p:.l, that i11, the relet1ao81!1p betWMn apentanel.ty ud 
orsill\iUiJ,en1 Well, rirat, be ati:VO 1'WII h&T9 to gat b"ld of the liotien :ot the 
Ab~lute Idea, be:f<>re ""' can """ thia ralation betwaen organizatian <:Jri ope> 
taneii;r in ita cGnorete truth." (p. 12.5) lbon (pp.l26-14)), W\""'e ho ia o~>ppesed 
te d~Wel$p tho utt.r, wa got no further than a hNvy reliance on &glw' DialliCtioe 
cot Natut"ot r •&.gels b£~ lihat is 1n ri1If IIOdeat oponion " vor;v aat:taf;vir.g p•.asllg& an 
the jUI!Siwt.• (p.l27} P.e barolT reaches further. than just tho c•tegorica thsueJ.Tasi 
llniYera£1, Plu'ticul.a!'o Iudiv!dual, As usUAl, .1ust aa comas t<> a dl.tt'1<>ult pueag" 
1n Hog4il., ha departs to the particulnr, in tbia caae D:'Otsk:v'• theor:r or per=nent 
r....,lutic:~, UntortUMtolT, though he acbievee SDII..tl!.\r.g b;v 11app111ngn the fiud 
:p&l!'t1oulnr teo 'lroteley8a theory <>f rur.ticr.alized propGl't;v " s~o:ialim, ho s...ms 
to b11 able to do ootbing at aJ.l nth h1a theor:r of peraanan~ revolution, Indeed, 
it :JDU ha;>pen w lmaw that he !lOW clal.las tkt tile p....,antr:v !a the revolu'"..io!W'.J" 
t'or-<~a ·o:!Wlh he, 11third world theorist", diacDvers, back 1n 19lie, he leaves eut 
ent.U·e.Q' that critical question, the role of the peasantey on llhich 'Jl"otsk;v ,.... 
I!I(JSt Geeur~ al"":ra wrong on, but 'What be claiwr in 1911 ,..s the furthest 
thing !roM his rdlld 1n 1948, Ja for Hegal himlelr on thel»ctrice or Notion, he 
It~ _pGa bflyond that first chapter (p.256 to be exact) Ho had talc$11.·80 
_...,. int.,.ludea or. pclitios, Y.l.thDut ans118!'iag his question ~t We Sball DY•, 
oo4; llhioh point h11 dnes define :l)o .. tak;v as "Synthetic ~gnit1on11 (pp;l68-l74l At 
that JMiiDt it wuld appear, we 'llill deal with .Absoluto Idee, it not witb. all 
th&t cA.., botwiMa p.256 lilld p ;11<56, 1111t here we have an abu.'ld~e or quot4t1on~ 
td.tb lw'dl,y anything 11d:l.rect11 frO!! Jue.!, unless b;v "directl;v" .JUl..., meant 
q>~etit•!! Hegel directl,y. Well and good I But the miaplac&d paeaa of praise to 
»!gels har<il,y sho'!lll Juee knows mooh about the JbsDlute Idea for it is buttreased 
by: ''Eilgels baa sUllied up once and for all, despite all the modern philooophars 
w~t•• tb" t:mdaent&l distinction 1n philosoph;v is the primacy of mate:rialihlr 
being or idoalin or idealism: know1ng,"(p.l74) . · 

:La that all. And it that is all on the dialectic, then lihat about ,!ames• 
ow ~11 ab6ut spontaneity and organiut1cn? un,e Part:v is the lrnowi~.g of the 
proletoirlat u baing. Without the pa.rty the p>•oletariat knows notbiilg; 11 (p.-186) 
'lhat ~owris abaolutel,y unboli!Wable 1n view of the tact that the vbola sec!icn 
a, l'iglltly, d""otod to the axr.ose ot the degenerac;v or the part:v an::! the nMICI 
for op.•nt&.neit;v, al.W.."'I greatl:r praised;· How, then, ca.a aucll h,yperboles (so 
characteristic of Jam"" )nollllllit so fantastic a contro.diction as to claim that 
"'llithout tho party th'.l proletariat knowa nothing"? I 1m .itra!d :rou wUl haTe to 
~&ek bil!. Just such nonsensical formul&t1c . .s pepper the 01bco!<!1, and, if :rou =l10uld 
c&JI tjns tp jos attmlon, he"ll find the exact opposite on some other page te 
quota, Mt th11 lout o>t "hich ia the sudden and tmdlese diversion to the 
&!glillh revolution of 164o-48, then ~ Franc9,l7B9-l93, where, believa it or not, 
he a!.;ve the •l>r:ro of state-capitalism wa• bornl 

1ih:r 
I muat now got back tc llkat I referred to :fOUl" letter as a strange one, wb.T 

JI!Aes .muld bardl;v &l'Preciate JJf11 11edvice11,as :rou put it, and lih;v, 1n 19118• I 
did. c~noider th• "great." It was, as llamas does ad!olit <>n p.l45, 1en !&llille"; 
it served as a stimulus to "ourselves" getting dC'IIIl to Hegel, I, for 8Xl111Ple, 
P!_a.j>tly got down to translating Lenin's Philosophic NC!tebooks in lll'i'tttlit for~; 
._ ubi.:h I pre,entod to J&lllOS ·~ rrq 11gitt 11 • I am that half of J6hnson-Foreat, 
m_ p•oup, but Tel¥!enoy that founded the otato-capitcllst theor;v, tied 
closolT to an anal;vais of its opposite, stage of workers• revolt.-.. ,Grace Olin Lea 
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~ . ·~ ~ ~ art .... we IQrkl!d~~ 
(Ria :Jton•) ~s tho third iu tile. trio of lesdorah..1.p"'; s ... auae she)'aid not ocCiiiij , 

II. fol'lol&l. poDt ot: lNd"" in the Sl/i ,.1110' JWie did n<>t apJ>ear in tho ll&lle of tl!.e ·· 
~ld~>~~Cy, but it did .oppear on uey dooUIIar.l.ll, am, ~ &IIJI' cu~, s!le """ the onl,y 
lObo. b£d a !e>~'IIAl ph1loooph1o eduoation,lleeiolian, and she carried on a personal ·' 
o<>:rrupo.Menoe with har 1n which sh<1 ll'r.ld~tl,r criticized, trca a strict-4> "acaeellic": 
Yi..,, hie lf!ltu or llblectio. :Die third stop in that d1gg~ !rite Hegel f<>lle>wed · 
1:> 19/j&.jO bet,..en J&aH, LM and ayeelt, tllis tiae 011 a 11110h 11101'8 pl"e<~iae level, 
aectioll by aeutlon 1n iiecel•a SuiMCe of logic and ita •·eleva~~oe for olll' ege. 'It 
stopped iu 1950 wheft, on the one hoztde it ~. helped in foraulatin& that final 
tluc,.mt we ~ot. 1n Sli', Slj.!ttCapitaliau and lto1•ld R<m>lutio..,••, and, oa the other 
haad, tbe General Strike G! lllners ... u on, I proceeded to Wuat V:l.rg1n1e. to part1o1-
pata 1n it. (:!he I!Ol'cu.tow papero triod playir.g up 11 Trc~leyiat :.-ole" there, but, 
1n truth, that upiiiA>ent etrik• not oul;y ..,.upted apontunooUG4' And P""''!atcd tor 
9 loq liitoll!:b• W'ld fun n .... ly a detlsde lAit.Jr ci1d I roproducu '!)bet the l!t!!""S ..t!i!L. 
~Airla~ .tntout1o11 bet:ore evf/r' the 10.~1<1 ,... 1n that last chapter on 
.&utc.tioll -.I tba lift a.....,,.,. 1n 

1n 'llhen 

u tlle 
.,... •il< W8d<.o before tho 

let:w·s of llay :tz and Ma;r 20th 
\:U.,~I'Illll 1D th• ~bol' .4rch1V85 .. r 'if!U T<hare the P.D COllection :b aoposited, u 
'lll'ittell; not u reMr1~tun by Jean eoae QO dwldes &i'ter the evenw) so o:xoited 
Qr&ce "that, with lull' uall&l h,yporioles, ll!'ote that 'What tenin•a Philosophic .Noteboou 
a.Oh1 ... sd 1n :1.91·~• ibe · Hl,v 12 and· Ml,y 20th lett ... s en theAb ... l~<te Ides .110uld do 
tor the ll!lv .. llllt in 1953· 'll!&t .,.... tl>e beg!M~ of the INid or th' .JobMon-l"orut 
:'Uidflll<l70 alt.bliup tl!.e cctual. break up .occuned &i't..,. tha govOl'naant d110ided to 
a!ce the lietillg. that so •c&\'ed Jolu!aolt as to to llll&l<a it hie b1181neal! to broalc up 
tile Tclld.na;r. I; illlJI' ct:a10, he had rataraod to &lg:uu.i 'Where ho """ sate rr... (1Jrtrr
•eot•a barraa.....St1 thCIIl he broke ale<l with Gra::o, and his present reappearance 
wdc;r "FriCIII:Ic ot: Ft.aiDg n~ty" and whl\tll\"er bothOl'e little about theee •teohnio&l.
,it:ieo"l 'but ~ blithe:- about a·preoiso docUIIIant&t!on >dum the 11Gloasary11 to tho 
.Noteo oil DJiil.ect1o he sent you now lists Zinoviev M 111nconstont. aaaociate of Lenin117 

Pow to 11101'41 :llqlortlult utt""•• N&L this is&U9 uiU contain a 
hi•tc!rio, ..,iu.ng dooCliiGont, to which we0 i.1 d<M>te " >;hole p&:gc .:nd have to leave 
a'll!h uterit!l UIIPubl.iebed. It is tho actual diacu .. icn of the Poliah 1«>::kera 
with Oiflr'ek 'Wiler! the.J' _. .. on \SBilOl'al strike last yur, POIJliH l'IORKlillS SPEAK tdl1 
give :ret anoth""' dilltneion to spontanl01t,r and reYolUti<>n and philosopl!y 1n Eut 
!laropo aid Qb.>llld, wo, be or greet rolev&llce to the new t.,ype of intervention 1n 
our plo'eoant battle of ideas andectiYities. 

o.:rea. it da,.,. on me that since we hav" ID&IlJI' new li!IDbOl's we 
ahl>llld alao intM'II 10U that, thoogh ltOn-ll,..bera have s1111s p!'ivileges other tbon 
voting at our convention, they c""'" by invitatJ.on only. 'lhat is to say, each 
looLI. reco1111ends tboae they consider are IIIOVing b C!llr directio11, or wish to see 
th1t Dl'gan!.saC.on u a whol<P, but axoln:lu, IIAtlll'ally, any wllo ua assoc1atod >lith 
lllti-l!&rxist-Bu-..&lliat tendanciN. We have to WD!'k out our Perspectives fol' the 
year, all'i we auat do so .IIMil ao a collectha body 1n •ass ion, sEl1'iOU:Jly .concerned 
with Olll' growth 1n the OOI!text <If philosophy a!¥! l"evolution here and now. 

Youra, Raya 
froa 

•*Since Jues is ao fond or qllOting/that document the final section on "Philosophy 
ot Stat....C&pitalis1111 'Which Grace wrote, and the''llicde of Labor 1n Russia" whi"h I 
wrote, it is laughabl'" indeed to oee it in 1'rl!published11 und"" his n&llle alone. Ab, 
well. so be it for tbe tilla. Rawri ting C·f history does not atazd up for long ever. 

1:306'1 


