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Modern Eaono..tc G:'owth by Simon Kuoneta Yale Unl.vm-sitq Preso 1967 

I will limit myself hare o~v to the tronds·in International 
In~ependenoe. 

P. 3~·5• "Wb,y ·d:ld the lilllited wars o! the nineteenth am early 
twentieth centurias "eseal.a~• use the modorn term, 
into thl! two world ...,.., . ou •Jor wars are associated 
w:!.tl', the .. mergence jn th" ·a . e o:t l.oc! ... :n economic irowth · 
ot !UJVerallarge ari:l dev.tl.oJ>od 'nations.· Or.•o®uld arguo 
tiiat in a wr or "world" dilllftJIIIions or the participants on 
both ddes •~•t comprise large and econoodcally develDped 
countries eupportt.ld by '" v~iel;y of o.llies, countries with 
suffi<liMt IJUN81' to devote vast &m<>untti .of resources over 
a y.rolonged period to a 111ajor conflict. l_ !!er.ca, the bmoe 
oenat\lry ot uneasy pes'"" in EU!'ope thl!t i'OD.(iiiid-tlle· 
RaP<>lson1c ...,.. may bave been '';>aac. ·ef·. ul." "I!J!"Uiar. M1!.::;§="',:::,.::.,:-tl 
dm•il:g much of.-tht.t .. per1od ... thors wu onli:One.wgeam 
6Cono_nr1celljr &dv~!'C-ul count.ry.in:_:th& .. jli&.r.t.o't .tb8"'WOrld 
tliit generated modorn. economic growth; the emergence of 
othet'ri; ·_partioUlai-l.iil~ , .. after .1870 Blrentually led 
to rlorld \oar I, In-this S11110e it was a eentury of Pox • 
Britannica +.b!t en<!r.:l >~lGn .tll& l...W.ing co!.lntry could no 
longer lead ani illpoae its peace on such a large par~ or 
the ;'\-10rlr1." 

S·.K. 
goes into 

P. 437: 

By the tillle, S, K. rMches cbapter 9 (P. 461) On the Spread or 

Economic Growth, he shows definitely how very thin is the layer of 

1niuatr1alization in the wo!'ld• Thus, on p. 462, he writes: 

"If we set the 1780s as t.he date of the Induatrhl Revolution, 
which ushered iil"illod.,..n econOI!do grawt.'l, one and three quarter 
centuries have elapsed; ar.d 1n that period an epocbsl. .. 
innovation has spread to~~'.~!! of ti!.,Jft>Pl.d-)>Opul.atio~ 
b this rate of spread low, and it Bo, why? • ;--. • • • • 
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P, 462: ''With th1a 1ntzo.xluat1on, ve 111&3' approach t.he question by 
~oMidering (1) the ':'!!.,~i!'.~ •. lo_otl8 of the pioneering 
impact or IIOdcril''elioniiaio grovtbl (2) the l'!!!fltl:l .. of the . 
trueit~!' . ..l'!'!'icd Md the elo""""• of t1iiproc.;.s of 
spr'a&dj and (J) tho inol•auing diftioulties a•dooiatcd 
with the ~..!!!Wlg .. gap.IMot1feea,,t!•& d~e1oped countz•iea 
and those still te> be de~eloped, • · 

l
.. . ' . ijV 

On P. 469, S/K. sbova that botNeen throe-quarto,•s and four .. fi 
or ankird still. suffer tr"• 1_ <111 eoo.aollio peri'ol'llallo. e, and a large P"""' 
portion .;,t theae troa trl>l,y inadoquate standards or lio:in&. and, thsn, 
on .f....!£Z§., he ..,.ita • • " · ' · · .. .. : . · .. · 

'•; 
,. 

. •Am sinco··A'i,.ioa and Ada ·sSJ.H''aooountod for m~r<o 
than six f.lDn~_:~~"'}SSplll&tion 1n 1950, it is 
J:oard:t,y Sll!'pr.W~ that IIOdarn eco~c growth,. defined 
in tr.ms ot &ll ad"'J!l&te transi'omation of a countr.r•s 
&ggrogate econOmic pel'i'Ol'lllillloe 4nd the a..,ociatal soeio.l 
str~~<>tzu.e, has apresd to onl,y a fifth or a qll&l'ter ot 
Wbrld popal.Ltion." 

It's in the postdcript {pp 487-509): that o:ut getd the essence 
___ ........ ,. -.. -':.•-'"·~ • .., -.:.1--~-

of- t!ut l!bol.e, the goal. of the atudy ·lllt1ch is the f'1r9t; as tar :IS I know, 
' . 

'and vb1ch t!rl..r & ...... m,.st did not U.it themsolves 'to F.aonolllica but 1n 

&n intard1ac1plinary manner took up t~•e quution ot cultll!',e, """" though 
,.:-..\:----· .. -··· .• 

in all cases it 'llllS related to eoonordca, Unfortunately he leaves out 

both the ac-called socialist countrilt8 on the ground that th .... waan't 

. 'uft1cient statiet1co over a oon!Jist;entl,y long period to ba cble to make 

generalisations, Nevertheless, there both are ref0r81lces to these countries 

and t.he international aspect <iefinital,y inclt>:les th ... , even as he 

recognizes that th.,a.n..,.. African situation would be the real tast of the 

possibility of 1ndustrialuing the ,..rld alXi it's a teat that; the 

technologically cdvancod countri"s lu:.ve de1'1nitel,y NOT met., 
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•'l.o: Tha i~tternatio;,.l aspects .,r econawt.h are 
obaracteriJ:ad by three prc10incnt trerds Firii.J.' tho 
taahno~ogical r!IY:C!lut10n .in tr&nop<ll"tatl: o=unicatian 

: faoilitloted contact a..,ng variaU. ·parte of the ..,rld., 
par::ioularly be~aen th" d8Velopod countriea :uri others -
in t.Grmo of etfeotive ease, for the firot t1me in the 
history of hUl!l&tl aociati""l beginning ina: 
ninetamth century ""'xlitiar.s vere thue . different 
t'rcoa thooa in tho ~ i ~'J:o , Iliad. fll'll 
oconomdc !oneer 
ber.inr.ingo in ·· ·· to various 
follo>io;- oonntri..,, 'lfl.th the tiJI!l.ng of entry continuing 
inl>> the reaent deculea of the t.wntieth century wxl 

. proolll'l&bl,y into the fut~:re, 1'fiW, until th& entry of 
Japan in the late nineteenth C$ntury, folloWkl by tha 
tJ.s.s·.R. in the 1930s, modern ~onomia i;rowtii·-waa con
cant:-ated in EuropSAn countri<111 and their offshoots over
seae:, 'Whise per capita income~ w.re wt~ll above average, 
sven before 'ndwst.rlaliJ:ation, and certainly much ~ilm· 
t1;ru1 the inoor1"" of the countries in Asio. oUtd Atrica," 

' f·" 

P. 500:(:. · ;;,e oequ<.n:.::== than dmul~ 
meant inequalitiaB in the rata of cggregate growth even ' 

' among the countries that aventualJJr became developed, ·· 

P, 505: 

\ 

let alone between all of these ani the undard. evelopad 
. area.~ of th4 werld.u · . . . ··-· . 

11 In all thBSa ,;aspectS, the aprG&d .a modern economic 
growth to a number of large develop;& oount.riea uan-
otituted a necessary, 1f not euff:loient, oon•litian for 
world vars ard for th.~ increo.sl.ng strain of backvardneao 
lllliah f'ora·ad the powerful 8entral govarninants to take a 
mora a~tive part in the initiatian or economic modernill&• 
tion." 

"The first 1o the fact that modern economic grlovth can 
be observ..:l for only a raw co\L~triea over a period long 
enough to r<!duoa confueion batvaen underlying trends, 
long swiltgs, and •ore transient oM.ng1111-if ""' exclwe, 
as ve should, caunb•ieo olll&ll<~r than a lav "'inimum, natural 
reaource pools, ard, for the t1ma baing at least, the 
Comuniot cotmtriea, We ara_~aft-with ton oountri1111.1n 
Ellropa (if we inclwe-Itlil3. in llldition .tO the United · 
Kingdom, France, Ge"""'I\Y, the tlotherlando, ll8lgium, 
Switzerlard, •nd the three Soandina?ian countriu, rom• 
or five overseas ort'ohoote or Europe {the United States, 
CAnada, Au.otrali.u, New Zeala.rxl, ani pooaibly ti!IJ Union 
of South Africa, and Japsn - a grani tota,1of f~an 
or sixteen eountrio.s." 
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