
' 

· :Part r. PBGe· u .... 

,. ·""'"·-~-· . . ,.,.._-_._ .... 

-,, 
ley- discourse wlll not, ·therefore, 'be· phUoaopldcal. 

. --~-·· . . -··•-" ... , ... '. 

It ·.-illl be~ ·hcwcver, tor good reaoc:i~a which a~_co 

from the particular point ·in theoreti::ai hLotory we are 
. . ' ' . •' 

_ ... _ _- ...... _ 

no11r at, a disooureo 'in (dens) philoeoph.y. ilut thio dis.,. 
\, . _.·_ •, 

· It Will be, or Will attempt to be, o.. 

·y_,~- ·., ,.;;.~ . .~--r·.' .... ~· -.,>_. ~-· . . ~ ·-_-_ .,--,.- ---~>.-_- . .--- : : ... _ . . . ·. :. : _· 
'·"'"''·'•".l;~·soaeit;r ha.a ail.slv~red ~~shes h. inrl.~ me here to pra:.. 

-.. . . . . - :' 

\ 

._.· \:;_{:~~~--~ 'Coi.wm.~tiOn ~ Yf?\1• 
·;-~·.:._y:~{;:;··_-;:._. . 

·;··,•··. . Tbat wr.16i. I wish to sey to you will merit this +.itle. ~-; _:_-.-;·~ . . . . .. 
·---~~~'·a~ i hope, I am able to Communicate· t~_you __ --~~ine~ 
·. E!!. (sur) philooopey; ill brief, .those· rudimentary olen:ento 

necessary to the 

somathing which, in a certaii! senoo, 

This io why, there:fore·, I aok that you give_ attention 

to 11\Y title: !.m:lin ~ pl:iloooplzy. !lot the philoeophy of. 

Lnnin, but' Lenin B!!, philooophy. I believe, in cf.toot, tht 

what we w_ill_ do with J1enin, though not without precedent, 

he.:~ never bec:t achieved. l~cre io where we must· be::in 1."1. 

order to holcl that cart of discourse which can· o.nt:l.cip.."ttc 

w!1et ::n;· one C:ne· be aQh:!.lo:<ophiC.:ll thcor;j· o: P:>l.lo"oph;:. 
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.. 

' . 
'-:-,· .. . .-

recal"do to our. prcaent purpoao,. we ca."l, perhaps, bcz!ll 

tiy l'BJ>icU,y se ttl:tng an ol.d queauO, lone pending botween 

academic ph:!looorm,v, meantna French. academic J>hiloeop!zy, 

and Lenin, Ao I am al:oo an academician, and becaUDe I 

teach Phlloaop}]Jr, I too am one of those 11 entondu1U'Dn to 

whom Lenin a1:dres.&ed his 11ealut." 

. To nzy- rwledge, apart ~ro~-~"IU"i.L.efebvre, who:devoted .. 

an exc~,a;t "ork .to him, French academic ·pbUosop!zy Ilea 

not deiened to :lntersot 1 te~lf :In t.'Je nnr. 17ho led tho 

greatest poli1:ica.l revolution in modern history, and w.ho, . . . ' ,_ -

in addition, made n lone and conocie+u• anoJ.yoio :In 

Mnterislism and Emeirioort tioiom, . o1' the wor" ot cur __ corn-

}'latr:l.ata, H, Poincr.r~, H • .Duhem, ID1d A. Hey, to npea!:: ot 

a few. 

I hope thoao ot our teachers \Ohom I 1ve :rortot1.en Will 

pardo11 tle, but I h:lva not been able to :f'i~Hi -- duri.'1C the 

lest llcl:r centur:t ...:.9 exc.J;t·ine; nrticlco b;• Philooopboro 

or r.cie11tific COllU!tttt"Jisto) -- 1:1ore tl'lCJ.1 ct few eacco 011 Lo!tl.n; 

l.:crlcnu-Ponty (in Lo:; Avcnturcc do la dic.lcctiqur;) n.!H~ 
:~icoe:m· (in c.~~ article: in .Eopri t). 
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;•'. .... · ,, --' ' ·.; ,;,. ,' 

,.;..-... 

·, ., 

Ri'cocur apcaka here \'lith roppcct :ror Stc."'..e: and :=:cvo~.nt!cn, 

of I.fl...'lil1 at ull •. sartre eeys tOOt th0 mter:l.:Dict p:11.lo-

sop}\·r pt ~elo and··Lonin is 1.11.11pwsable, 11 ·in the senac Cl:f 

an Un<iilw,. a notion which can."'l..t be proved. b~· simple 'reocon 

because it ie--~ naturalie~ meta~sio,Qcriti~, e 
kantian, ~ p9egel12n, out he generously recognizee tho 

fUnction ot a~Pla.tor.io ~1.azyth11 wliich helps the prolet:arians 

to be . ..:..Wlutiona:dei.; _lller:i.....,-Ponty.,dispons~e. with tho .· 
"'·-~, .. -- .. -· --··. 

question in a simple word: tbe philo•o ph.v of Lenin ia en . 

ve:~. 
I w:lll nseuredly be dislike~ for ~ising the question,. 

bo it with all the Nquired tact, but tho 11ctione of tho 

French philooophiCill tradition for l50 ye!lra in·cloeking -·· .. ·--. .. - --. -- -· .. - . . 
its pai.t is quite equal to all ito open actiono. It llllt::t 

lf .L. 'l be that the oiaht of thio tradition ia oo difficult to 

cupport that not one French philocopher to this day has 

dared to cake public 1 ts history. 
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(or ~..c) for two rca.eons, \'.'bioh arc in :ract or:...! nnd ·the 

ame retioon. On· the one hand,' 1t Ca.!lllOj;_ ~tnr:.d t~ H .... -:. t!'-.r-t 

';: has to l;;-;;;;;;;eth:lngs i'ro;(;.-)-;~~~d :from a . 

part:cular politics. And on the othor hand, it cannot 

support the idea that phllosoplzy oould be nn object o:f " 

theory, t!u<t is to ~ of objective lmol7ledge, 

. Tlult this is, in l. bargain, a pol:lticiao like l<>ain, 
~-·· ····~ -··~. . ... --·--"'::_~· \ . .· 

. an 't::,..tl~:z''::f"! .and one s~~:fC-:ed!Jcated in phlloso~, 

who had the r.udeci ty to adVance the iden th!lt a theory of 

phllosoplzy to esa~tial to a tl-uly consciotia (consciontc), 

and responsible practice (pratique) of philosophy, thl.o 

evidently pa.seeU tho bounds. • • ( pccser le me sure.) 

Acaden:ic philocophy or oth5r, nO\'.' never again can ~hay 

be miotaken for each other (or, th_~re can he no der.:eptiun;) 

if it GO i'iercel~· rcoioto thio apparently o.coidcntl;r C!l-

counter with o. :.:i.Jnplc political In0.:"1 \"lho propor-sdd to beci!'"i 

to know wmt1j&."liloooplzy, 1 t 1::; bccnuoc thi:; encoW'ltcr touches 

prcci:~cly the i:loet oonoa.t.ive point, thr. point at whir.h it 

wan moot intolereblc, thn point of rnpulnion ( du rcfoull'J}, 

tl-nt po:l.nt upon which Jl:.ilonophy :!.'l:· 't:i:tu!i tion.JJ.l:; bee:~ o:ll:t 
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nunintl.tion- vcr-.J preci:Jcly· ~t the .VOil~t where, "';:o :::no•· .. 

itself in ito .theor<Jt pbilo.!Jopnz_: mu:.:u .~.·~.;co,i.·>~.:..<..~ ~.i.1 ... ~. ;.i. 

only politico invcatcd l':~ th c. :rty11"1. (:':orn'?), ('Dl:tticr. 

carried Ofi inr.. a perticu1.at·a otyle 1 political nun:t.nation 

of e. certain style. 

It :findo that Lenin io tha :tirat to make that clear. 

It tind.s aloe that he co~'ua only say ~t bccauoe: he ic a 

political, not juot an,.v political, but a Jiroletarian leader. 

Tbis. is ~ Lenin io 1ntolcmble t<> pbilosophic:>.l rumination, 

just as intolerable, and I weigh 'I11!J worde ce.r<l:l'ully, as 

Freud is intolemblo to peycholo(ll:cal rum1Dation • 

. ' ' . ' .. 
one scca that, betwoen Lenin and ootabl.ia~ed philoaopby, 

it is ~ot only the misunderstandings an,d con:.."''l.'ict~ of ·o~.~~ 

otancco, nor even the indignant reuctionA of iraocj:ble p~-

:CeosorD of philoflophy, .. to whom a:uon of a achool master, 

an inaignificrult lawyer - becom_e revolutionary, declared · 

f.'ithout 11caution11 ·that they arc, in their r.t::.os, -petit bourc:;c-

ois intellectual :runctionarics wi tW.n the bOU!'Bcoia cduco.tio:ml 

o:ratem, c.c e.ttenc'iu!tt iUeologucc, inc1Uce.tit1G th~ Ii~Ctr.oec of 

yoW1C ntudcntn \'d.th the doenns, aloe criticc n.'ld por.;t-

criticu, i:t ::ou vJir:il, o:: the idaoloct of tiler nUi:1:: clcu:r.cn. 

p:.:·opcrl;.r in~.;oloroblc rclutio::: ·i;hr~t over t·:hic!'l ~hilo~oph:: 

rcicno 1:-: r:~u:::3 to the quick b;,· thr~t \'lhich :f.t m•cl;:: to rr;pC'll: 
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?7 

I. 

.. ·-···-~----··- .. 

arrived nt thio poin·t, j_t is ncceo;;cry to t:U:c a otrall detour, 

and, before openki:;c further ::.bout Lo:-:i~·: :.t.."ld philonophy ill 

general, we mLUJt eotablish (f:b:) the plr.co at Lenin in 

marxist phil'JDOpl~~' aCcordingly, to cn!:jure up tho state 

of JlW."Xist )'hilosopb,y: 

· It is not a queotion which I can but outline here. 

We are not in a poai tiOn to do that het'O, nnd fol'" an 

al.rCiidy determine~ reason: t~t is beounae it is justifiably . ' . 

nec~eBa:ry that r1e know juat ·t1hat this '1Xu ia, O:t r;hiah ~Cro 
I ·: • •. ' • . • • 

· \1Ul 'be a queatioz{ of mald.ng a histOry, -~'ld lm0l'li.n8: this,. 

that we be in a r.tate _of lalo\'1~ wh~thcr nr not this uxu 

h::lo n Hictory, .that is 'tio say, baa a rieht to hnve a hii:tory'. 

Rather thn.n outline, even very briefly, the 11hiotory'.' 

of mar..ciat philosophy, I would like to malce apparent,· b,r 

Iimn:L11g through those texta and .those l'70rks \'lhich follo\'lsd 

one another in History, the existence of a cymptoi:ntic_ 

difficulty. 

Thic difficulty Ilea caused ::br~mted dcbatco 1 

ddb:::.tea \'lhihh coatinuc to thic day. 'ii~ could, to dci.JO!:.r.:J.,;mtu 
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-·- " .......... ' ..... ·:.:··;:--.~~''· "-·' ' 

;,.,. 
11 ph:i.lo:-.o;l;;· o::: p.n.~;::~:.- ~ ,., Jut \":!l;l t then of' 1 to prct-:moiol_lll 

to ccic:lce, o.:: fU'Oclait:cd by r.~r.::f On the cor..trary,. is 

t:Or-.d.:.r.l c.t it::: root, a :::::cioncc, hiotoricol ootorio.liwz;, 

ocionco o:r hiotory, but ti1en whnt o:r ito philoBOJJl\Y, 

lectical materialiam? Or fUrther, if One accepts 

. ?' 
dil)tinction bet11een historical materialism (ocionce) ·end 

. . · · - ~---:-~~:.:.... .... 4\::..:ZZ------~--
dialcctical I!K!.terialiom {philosoph,)·) , how are we to think ~IN'~ 

o·f this distinctions. in traditional or nm-1 terms't .F\u.--thar," 

what is. tb• I'<'lationship between me.teria1ism .and tbe dia.::c 

lactic in dialectical materialism? . Or, ,what iB ·th~··a·.l8JCCC~11:: c\:'· ·c··;:'imple m~tbodtir·~~~- ~~;:,::~-::~ 
Thio di:ffical ty which has nourished a great =' debntec, 

ia eyrnptomatic. I would Bl1t1geat by thic. that ii; gives proof 

of n reality which is in part nn11J1ll!lt1c, of which tbe alaoFic 

qua.ctions \'lhich I have repeated r..rc n ccrtf:.in truntocnt, that 

io to ca~~, a ccrte.in interpretation. Very cchennticnlly, wo 

oo.y, that the claaoic formulations interpret thiG dii'tictU. ty-

nolcly in tenno of phiJ.onoPhic qucctj,ona, ewl thcrci'orc, 

rd thin what \';e hevc called philouophical rwni!:n.t~.o!~ - there-..-

fore it 1::::, r:ithout w1~' doubt, nccer:: ....... r:· ".;o con~:;i.dcr thc.:::c 

?? 2: .L. 

tel~;;:; o:: n .. ~~t t:l:.!t i:::: to na;.·, i;: ·::cJH d'l.' objc.ct:J.vc 
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:,, 

'··· ... 

l::nowl.r:Cicr: (:· . .r ~ t:~(~rc:tore ociantif'iccJ..ly). KoepfliE: ·thio :i.n 

···· ,··w·:·.:-,J.::.:tu llo~uiblo to tt!'ldcrfltund th~ confuoion 

oophico.l qucntion.c brou.ght to bear on tho eoe'entiul theory 

o:f' t;an.:icm, that io t~ cay, the inniotenco that it is a 

certain problem \7hich baD bE:!~n able to produce philr.toophical. 

ef!eoto, but \7hich, in t~c :b::dD final anelysiu, io not a.t 

1)7 all at'philoaophical question. 

If I employ, by design, those tcuan whl.ch imply these 
. . 

distinctions. (scientific problo>D1 pbllooophical qu~stion) 

those ~ho hJ?.vel heipe( to • 
···' , .. 

it is not to peas judgement on 
, . 

. 'i"W'tain this con:f'Usion, ·becauce vie lave .. all mlppor~ed it .. 

and we baVE: all had ca.uoo to thir'.k. that/it was, and is, 

inevi tabla, to the point \'lho.ro :lilr~-:iat phiJ.oaoph.v i tnel:r· 

hac boen and in in the sruno pooi tion, and fOr· ftOOd reE..oon. 

. '.Chcreforo, it will o+ce to ~at:i.pl elonce e.t the 

~~~r r1hich in r:ar:d.ot philovopll,)', oil:ce the T"rtccca on 

Peurbach, to ceo that tt offer:; o. nir.£;t.\ler cnour.h npcctaclc. 

Ii I will be pcnui ttcU to loo.vc o.~idc ";he ,·:or~tn of the 

con:.titutcd thn ~~~~:ttlil15 o:f the :::corc .. ,·:i·th !~it...f p=iol· 

philo:~phic bclic~nccicnf: ) 1
: u.:.1t1 tho:..rcforc c. l"'!lPt\ll"'r. 
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III. P• 21 

" 1. 

io:·l•; a t:.~L·.n:::f'orrno.tion in 'hin thoucht, - and it c.nc \'lirzheo 

to connidur whnt happened between tho ThenCe on Feurba.ch (1045) 

anu Al1t~by Engels (18'77), one c:mnot help bUt be ' 
. . . .,.A~~ • . I ~ , . • 

c·truol< by tho lone per:tod of the philosophical vol.d. . 

mu&t not merely interpret the world, ,,t must act to trona-

form 1 t .u Thi~ simple pbraaf;! r;eeme to promise a new· phll-

osoplzy, which was not interpretation bUt tronsformtio!l_of 

the world._ This ia,_··moreover~ thB·wsi_,it·haD ~~en r~d~ 

more than a half' centurY later 

~- who bas defined esse~tiaUY a now 

phUosophy, a llphilosopl:l;y o:f praD.s. 11 Perhaps' _i't 1a·:necem:;a.~ 

to recpgnizo the truth, that thic prophet;c phrase d~Q _') 

in.o:nediatoly produce any !lew· philotopby; in a.w cas_e, el\Y 

ncr1 philonophic discussion. On the contrary, it· opAned 

only a lone period of philoephic sil cnce. This lone silence 

was Ot".ly publi~Y broken beco.uae of what ha.a all the 

'1 :"\ l 
appecrancen of ~1 une:xpedted ~cl!:\.dc~1t, nn intervm1tion 

'· / 
precipitated b:,~ 2n!;oln, forced to enter i!:to lideoloeice.l 

battle ucainnt Duhrinc, con~"tl':lirie<l to ·111:1cot hit'\ O!'l hin o\·.n 

CI'OU..'Ild, 11 tO tlO.!:c 1~10r:n thn poli tic.'U COl~.liCCJ\tOUCC;; 0~ t;je 

M 11 p!1ilo::ophiccl.U uri tino:· o~ c. liclUC:oO. iJl'Ofct;t:~.>r o:'.' 
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.... / 

-.......... ' 

10 

~~uance on Germa~ Soc~icm. 

whUh scorned to announce B rovolution in philosophy - CAU) ~/ 
{...<~_.., t])gw a P?,Uosophic ~~ 130 year.:, and finally ~: S 

ow~ral Utlexpected (imp;.iv1'bM) cl\aptero o:t philooopbic 

poleLlic1. published by Eneeis :to:r political and ideol9gicol 
' . ' ' . . . .' . 

raso:na, C..."l introductio_n _to !1 rennrknble £IUJ1II)'l.%"y of the 

a~ienti.fic theories of Marx .. . 
J.!UBt. 'f"O. cenc:J.ud• ,that, VIO Bro the viet~ Of an illueion 

' . . ..... _, '. ~:·. :: !; . . ~: ' ·, ("' ,. ', . ' . '-
of philosopbic . retrospect , in, readill8 -the n• o:t the ::;:.::.::::._..., 

as :an armotincement ot. ~ pb1.ioB_Ophic· revolution? 

llut. before_ oayin(: llOt. I beliew. .it 

())P:±"~":~: 
·'. 

we a.re, in essence, victimD .2£ 

~.at \i'hich is m~otmccd i~i thC! 

Thcaes or. 71'eucrbnch \'Ia::: ,- in the necocoor.~t philoerihic 

Q~~~)! Ucclaration of rupture with a~1 1utcrprc~_ive11 
·--·-·· 

philoa~-.!:,e far d?rent th:L'"lg thnn e. nert phUoaopl~,t: 

n now. ~~{~~ the (~j of !Wotory 1 for which J.cr:< wo.~ 
eoine to preaont the first foundations, ~].though il: a 

t:regile t'orm, in the Ge:n:nc.n Idcolo-r.i. 

The :>h:Uo::;o!l-'1-)~.c:.U. void which followed the C'.I".noru.1cC::c:rt. 
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waa· ~OilJG tO._ con.muno ~he root o:f J,':nr:c 1 o life: tO the ln::=t 

Thic io the ::;oiontii'ic i'ullnct;a which reprcooJtto the pl ... l!.'l:~:::· 

profound ~eon to~ tho XI. 'l'hoeeo,. ~Vt'l~ ii 1. t propl:.eti~ll;,· 

'· annoom~ed. an '3Vent capable. of profoWldly effectine phil-

oooph.y (capable de mrquer le philoo~phie), it oould not 

juotity philouoplzy, but had to proclaim tho radical 

cupprassiou ( aboli. tion?) of all ox:l.oting philooopll,Y, to 

bring to the fore tho theoretical bellinninl:e o:r lla.."X' a 

This radi-cal · B11PP:r;esoion o:r philo::opl\_\· io, ao every

one l;.o11?• g3!f~lcl1l!th in The Gomr1 Idoolom•, It 

in n·t:,:;~oEW.r,y, Mar;: says.bere, to dinpc11nci· with all the 

pn;UoapphiCD.l. norfaensc, &ld to begil;, the studj- o1' pocitivc. 

ree.lity, to tear e.\w.y the "'teils i"romp philoopplly cml to 

soo at '{ E J.e.ot, reality as it 1,·, ~ 

The Gel'!Um1 Ideoloey bnnca the c:.boli "'.;ion o:' p!.!iloco~~1 • 

on tho thea~~ t!l.'lt philoaophy in hnlluci:"U:".tion c.;:d r:tmti~i-
' 

catior!, or li.l;:c c. ~' created ir.. w:1nt J: cr:.J.J the dey-tine 

1:apc {lee rct:te:: <liun1c:::) o:r the l'C:ll hi,gto::::r of co:.:.crt:'tr 
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,.:r ·:~· 
.·, .··· 1:. 

it hac no himtory, ell that .SDP.IIlD t~ go on 1.-, i·~, 1:1 

reality goes on.outoide of it, in tho onl:-'" rcLU hiotor;:·, 

that of the ma.ter1al life of mon. Soienco io tl-at sn.'r.c 

~ ty' known b;y 1 ts actions. which de'throrio o.r.d doot.roy 

the ideologi•s wlliCh violate it1 in tne :first ronks o:f tMso 
.. '· 

idirolog1es is philooopb,y. ·. .. . . . 

I' 
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..U thuseer :rnrt Ill, P• 28 

First In:ferencc. If ltia.rX trul.y··opcned up a new contil'l..en1. 

in ocientUio knowledge, hi!.! sC~en~tifi~ discovery muc" .. he.ve 

provoked some mjor alte:re.tion :In philooophy. T)lo Xl :lllcoos. 

"""' perhaps, ahead ot ita timal it announced loud ond clear a 

-~or OV!IIlt :In ph1loeopey. It eeOIIIB that this could (puio!!4) 

be the case. 

we.Mmeaa (aana eon retard) :In rospact to the challenge of 

soizmce (Bilr ln. prcmlCBtion 'soientifique) •. ~ )ibiloo-

opey_,~ :tJlerefore. be )lll,oli:Ward :In relation _to -·the me,:r.d.st 

scionco of !msto'-7• It seOIIIB clear that thio is the oaae • 
c'~~\~~\. 

As teot:l.llllley to this is the void of ')6 years. betweOn _the '·---··· -- ... - .... . ... ---·-· 
TheseS on Feurbaoh' ~d . .Antiduhrln6~ \! 7 hi t'h.is is 

also testified to by the oubsequent ~~8 On 

the· aubjeot, c.s 'lie have continw:d, in the com.paDY of JIBnY 

othero, to do nothing but mark timBo 

Third Inference. Wo have some ohonceo of f:lndin8r 

:In the early 'J!C)illl!i•·=-•·"'·.lldevelopnents of the mo,rxist 

science, some theoretical elements more advanced than 

we might th:lnl< "hich ehould be worl<od out, with the -percpectiv~ we noVI have oi' the 11baokwardness
11 

oJ? nnl."Jtiot · 

philooophy. (meaninG that nerxiot philoscpby io ber.:lnd 

the timen in view o~ the development of~ 11
ocienti!'ic 

r 

morxicm. B.) ( (thoro dooon 1 t ccem to be n precise enc;lieh 
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·" 

13, 

Lenin oaid that it is ill J.arx1n Capital that we lllUDt look 

for his dial.ect1c, - by which he moant tlle !.le.ro:is~ phil-. 

osopby itsel;f• It must have been here,. in Capital, tha~ 

the new pbil.oeophic: categories are forged or achievedJ they 

' 
are surly :til this work, in a 11pmt1cal state". ("etat pmt1qllllo11 ) 

!t seems that t.his 001>ld bo the case, It is n~cesesry to 

read ,!l_ap!. tal and start to work, 

*·******* 
·1 t; .·, "j 

We can now ea,.v it, .The t1ms tbe.t l>!ar.:t coul.'&,'t findr ----· -- __;_, ____ ... ···-· . ···-- ~-

the l'hiJ.OI>pbic hulT.I.edoess of &.sols, the cl.1.ctatoa' o:t . 
. . . . ..... - ' ..... - . --- -- .. . . - - ,. --- -· 

ideologicel stml!:sJ.e, or Leo1n' s 'baving to content' himslll:t . . ' . . . -- ... . . . - '- .... - .. 
: .~. 
' with fi8htin8 his enemies on their own' groudd, all of these ... · · 

. .. ·,I 1 '.'·1 

'\ • I 
might be good excuses, but they do not provide:a.ree.son, o'\1 '~ '· 

The final reaoon1x is that the timss were not r1pe1 

that the niiJht bad not fallen, end tbat neithe~.:~.-~~~ 

nor Engels, nor ~ g '• • Lenin were able aey longer to wr:t te 

the great philosophic work lack:l.ng to marxism, One \?By .or 

another, :t:liJQcx if they C!lllle after the science on which it 

depends, they came too late (to create) an indispenaable 

philooophy1 which could only bave boon bom 11!0 lato {retard), 
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all con bo mo.de cloar1 all 1 1.11cluollng the misun~orotandinl; 

of those Vih<>1 li.:te tho(~ IAllmos, and Gnunso~d IIDll,Y 

·. \ -- . 
otlwr 'Viho don't have their geniun, Who have """"d i.i.pa+.i-

ent (PDW'oe l1 :1.mpat1ence~be:roro th1B tiY.I al.owly bo•~ 

pbUoaoplzy1 to the point of d~clar1ng that :l.t was all'ee.<l:" 

bcm a lcmg time ago, that :l.ts o""-81nes, that of !l!beoes 

. on Feurbnch, and therefOre wen before the be~B of I. 
the oO:I.ence of .iam1111 itool.:t - and "illlor wll<al asked for 

.......... __ .~; ... 
p>'C>Of of this,· s1Jnpl;y ~ that all science :I.e a 1'1tsupel'-

st1'\l0turer" that all ext.~ shienoe is therefore, at its 

roots, pcsit1v.l.st because it i~. bourgeois, that tho 'aa.-.d.st 

"science" """ be nothing but philcoopin, and~ i!Bl'xl.llll 

a philosorJwr a pest-hegelian philosoplzy1 or a 11philo60plzy 

From this concept of nocesee.ry 11lateneee" (retard), 

mBl'lY other difficul tie a can also be c1eared up1 evon to 

the pcli tical history of mr>d. organizations, ~~~ thoir 

tnilurca and their nrisea. If 1 io troe, as the whole 

nnrxt.st tmdiftion proi'eoseo, that the &reatoot event 1n 

the history of tho clsos otru,:mle - that io to oey pmcticcll.y 

:In hll!JtUl history - io the~i' marxt.st theory and tho 

workcrc movccent, one can undcrotcnd (on concoit) that tho 
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i11to:ml '·""''.bcl:!•:.c:·' o.~ tid.o u:Ji~ould be ocnnocd b;: 

thooc tl:.corQtic:?~ crro•J thn.t c.re callt:'d ,11dcvintiono11 be 
. A.... 

they \U1COnociouc; One can¥ tmdeatnd the politci. t.m~ ' . .. 
amn=cr.nncc: one c:!n U!'ldorstand. the pol1 tical importoJ?.ce 

Of th~se 'didwuax fierce theOretiOOi debateR, Uilloosed in 

the soci.Cuiot, them coum..iniat,' movlaento~ thr·.t which Len1Ji 
''. .: • ''· ;·.-·-: i· . ;' . ' 1 • • ' '.. • • • ' '; 

e8ll_ed Si.Jnply '.1nuances11 • :Because, .a.s he said· in' What is to 

.. b·~' ~eJ/'i, oil a: simple mianoe coul.d- dePend the -:ru:~-- 'of 

>';l~::,._:·;~f-i.~-~:-,\)···: .. · . > ,.:., . ' .. - '· ' _._, ' -.' ' the· aool.B..'I' »-ioratio Pa'rty, for e: long time, for ,;..,y· yeare." 
. l,' . : ,; :i (1: ~ ·.: ;, i- • ) . ':. . ': ' _:·. ' .. ; '. ~- ' ,'. . . . ) . : _.. . 

·.··_'lie COUld be temptod' tberaforl! to think that nf.irxiat 

the~~·~?i~· ~~t ·it is·~ Q ~~i~ofl tmd a philosoPhY/ and the 
. I •,', ,-_.) 't. ' ' ,'; . :' ·.. ':.' ; ' . • , ' • 

pbilosopey' havein8 booome 11b.ehind11 (eyant du retarder~ tbe 

eoienC.~, which Da:k ohdclccd ito development; that at bo~tom 

theac theoretiCal dev-l.at:lon3 weret incvi table, not ·only be-

onae of the_ effecta of the clans atrtl8crle on t}Je thcOJ"Y: but 

because of tho 1ntemal:- time-leu ( dcc..1.lc.ge) of the theory 

itcelf. 

* * -!<· .r,. * 
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~·t 1:: i:l_ thiD manner that Lenin onower, ~nd ho 1~1 

the firot to do no, bacauoe no ona,_.~.y_~n.;:nce;!J, did it 

. • 0 ' 
before hie, aince ~e P.roph'Jey of .the XI Theses. Ha 

replied in the 11otyle11 of his philesophic practice (pratique), 

A fr" tice (pm~ique) in :th&.senoe thoe,·ppcke of 

a .yaia 
1 

which did "o·~ :turm.ah the thecrtic 
. ·-- --···. · cle. ... ou ..,c.J 

titl ite opemtions, and which mlxe GJII>UDit the 

pbilcsophy of 11interpretation11 o! the world, 1o~t one could 
. . , .. ·., 
. .-, . 

cell. the phil.osophy of the denosat:ton. A {avage ~ 
. . ·. . . \ . ,' 

- '•/ . 
practice perhaps. greater than one might wioh...,..,ut wt.at. h&s · 

not begun by beinG ,.;,.,.ae? '··-' 

~e fact is that this practice {pra~ique) i~.a ~MI 

· philoaopbic practice: new in tho sanae that 1 t iti no lom;~r. 

rumination which is only the pro.tioc of dcneention~ or the 

p.iilocophy \'lhich never leaveD off intorvcninc 11 polit1cellY
11 

in the debo.te whor!! the real destL"'l.Y· of ecionce·ia a:t otake 

(pleycd outlbotweon the ocientiot, v1hich thoy ~UtllilHnh, 

and the ideolo:;y 

off intervening 11oe1ontii'ically 11 1r the ntrumz-l~a whnre the 

fate of th11 clnnoeo in at r-~teke (plnyed out), bet•;ecn the 

::dentict which the.:-· flO~ up l.l.."ld tht-' idealor,un which t~rt:: 

in thC' pi!nor.ophic ''thcroy11 t.ru:t the>? Co intcrvor:.e; :£ 

in thr.t thi.n in a procticc (Jcpruti·~uc) \::l:icl'l rcr.ounc~n t.hh 
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to wh&t it io. 

·I! this io ao, one can therefore surmise th~t it is 

doubtlessly..CI!BIIIIIIIl .. IO-not by accident th.lt thimil un~ 

preaedented effect was provoked by tho ~t.!!!S-

d.iacovery of l.'.arx, and thought (worked' out) by a 

politioai prolotarlM ieader, Thusj_in a word, ,if the 
•. 

phl.loso~v' wae. uohered into the world by tho first soianco 
·. •. •/.:":· ~ ·., "i· ' . .:. 

9f ~.hiStory, it ~a in Greece, in a. clasS ... Docioty, lind 
. ~~ .-. 

kno~ the.t ._, oi..so axplo:l.tat':t.on ooU.d have its al:foo.te, 

should 
ono w~~d not be aatcnished that these offect~ have 

nluo taken tho form1 ~lassie 1n class sooieties, where the 

dominn.t claooes deny that they dominante, o'r a philoaoph:lc 

donegation of tho domir..,tion of philoophy by politico. 

Oon ~~dno~ be astonished therefore that ~ the ncienti'f'ic 
~ 

~owlodgc o! "the meeho.niama of claoa domina t~on , ond D.l:l 
.. -····. 

·· .. _ 

itc ·cr·t"octo, \'lorked out by tr.arx and a;>pliod by !renin, 

.i= ;;:: 7 '!$!I ZE * H 

h.n.:-: provol~cd in philosophy, thin a>:tro.ordcinar'.! ch.."L'l£:;"0 

which (jhakcs the i'o.ntar..ic~: of dr.m.ct~·'ltion (deniul) ~·1hich 

pii.ilr.ophy r~pco.tc to j_tcnlf, co thnt men will bel :I cvr. 1"';, 

and 'thr.t }Jhilo:::ophy 1 tui:li' will holiovc 1 t, t!~r. -t it ~r: 

above politic::, tlO H above cluoooc. 

12935 



'•'. 

'f'-' 

.. : ' 

g;raop tho r.nttcr ond eonno of. that prophetic phnlOC in 

th~ XI0 !h!.9B On Pcurbach (oven tUl nori) "PhUooophieo 
!~ . { ··; .(' 

it alBt act to cbBngo it11 

• t '.!. . . .· . bnvo intorp~oted the worldl 
ll)id 

tb1a pbrooo pro=ioe n new pbilonophy? I think not. !'h1looo:p..'zy 
I' 

~ . ,. ... -...... . 

will not be aboliahnd: philoao]l,Y Ylill reonin pbUoooy;t 

ll'~t knoW1llg what is ito pmctioe (pmtiquo), and lmowl.n{;. .. ___..~ .. •··.······· . 
what it·is

1 
or. beginning to k>)ow wbll.t_ it is, it could 

.· \. : r. • .. ::::.:·.~ ·~·.:_·.\•~.·.~.~~~':"':'.~. ,,,: ; 1 

bo.tronsformod little by l:lt~e. Leos thall evo>1t oon'wo. 
,;":""---·,.···--'.• 

0 0 

0 ••• oHO ,,oOH ..... _ •••• -· 

...-.. 
• . 

sey that mrnom' is a now pbUsoph,y: a pbUsoph,y of prnxi•· ...... -··--:-···· 
At ito heertt airxict thBOr-1 is o. science: a. o~r ociCene 

but a ocience. '1he n6".'1 Which mr.d.om introduced ~r,tll " ., . philooph,y in the ne11 pmctioo (protiguo) of p!Jilosopli;J 

t:arrloc :;o not a (new) philooph,y of praldX, but e(ner1) 

practice (prntiquc) of philoooph,y. 

Thio new pra.~ice of llhUosophy could tranarorm phUo-

zgphy. And porh..'\pa even in oome moaoure aid in the tm.!'lS-

:f'orme.tin.."l o:r 'the world. nut only~' bcC!lUot; it ic not 

tho thooriticion::;, th~o: achola:rs or th(.• philonophcr&, it in 

no lon_sor the .:;cntler~cn (len hnm:.'lcc) which ::lll1:c ht.,to:-:· 

' . . , 
' ' ' ' 

I· 

/ 

.J.~ • 
' ' ! 
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On this point, it in nc_cccoo.Z7 to :occogni;;c tL:;.t 

tho _inD-1.o¥co of Lcni.'l']. ia ftha:twa:L:x wi-thout rcopco-t. 

cri tioiom (.for on tllis J>)int the tono chon{lco 1::1 tho 

. n~~ee-{~h9h~-;,-~;i.:~· ·~ "n=ooc," 
alJ. thlr.' dietinct~, +.Jte nioetieo, ell the· thc-.J..:-etic 

Subtlotico 11h1eb pJ:JUoeapby tried t_o think of no i -:.a 

11object, 11 an noth\ns L•ut sophia:ne= nubtlc diotinctionfl, 

the arsu~ta o~·-_ .. Fi~sf'Ora, the arraneemcnts, the ~ 

promaes uhooe aola :·o~ject is to h:J.de the. 1-cal l'e+.!'eat . 

·_}. 

,- ;tz;,;tl!lkte in ..miim oll ~•.!."-~..!.• .. ~G!'_g_; .t.ho 

-fat;;;:·:-.,.,., llBt=~and idcal~sr.. l-!o ::JOre tl= { ) 

in ;;;!~~~:: 1s;. there a-;,: voice; o~ half-noaaurc1 of.· \ 

.. 
. ; 

i 
I 

-be.o:ta-z'dized J:QD1 t;f.ons. There arc bas1C3lly only itlcaliots -· 1 r 

/.11 those who do not dccl.a.re theiilOelvcc 

opeill.y nrc either mtcrinlisto or 11 al't-·11 idca.liot::; {J:s.."lt, Uw::c.) 

Dut then it in neccaaary to c;o a bit further, and to 

&lJ-" that it the \7hcle hiotory Of philooop:zy i~: cr..J.:r the 

;., 

·.i-
i.' 

I 

J 
I 

I (1, 
\j 

tirecor.c !"Cpetttion of the t:u!.'1e arGU~-K'!!t 1 or co::1.:1i::;t::: of 

I 

I ...... -<-"r·• .•. "·-· ~: I 
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,. 

lG 

tho he. a c.n ob j oct. 

Lenin ol.l{;S:eotc ( va ·t), ~nCru :i.u .;iii. ... ..... ~~-- l'""'. .... .. ....... 

Lenin t~ _,thio way. All holdn tocothur. !'~; .";~.;ctr·t ~~:-... .:1. 

,, 

one could nO moro 4omonotrate ·the highoa·t principlec ·of 

nnterialiem ~ one co~d demonstrate (or ro:tu~e) th.1.r; iu 

what .,n;;o~:r{:..,t)~e prillcip),es of, idealiom. ~'"'"' CSIUlOt . I_.-- , 
dcmolwtra"te tham becauoo they can not be the cbjec.t of u . 

knowledge, ~ of e. l!ncn?lod.tl• ~Omf.Gmble to that of '"' 

,scionoo Vlhiob,ci~notmtao the piVpert,iee o:t its ebjects. , , , ...... _.,.·~-. ·:··~---~-:.· .. - -. . . ',. . .... ' . .· .. :. - -·. ;J· . 
fl l'h:uooopey has :10t, thersforo, Gl\Y object. !11~s is ali. ,(~): 

If :riOWnti happens in philosopey, 1 t is oinply be,..uoe 1 t has',. , . 
· .. ,· .. ;: ... ·~---··"•'"'_ ....... :···.·-·. __ ... ·' ..... -:-·~·-·- __ -·:. 

no object•.. If, 111 cffeot, oornoth.1ng llappeno in the aoioncos, ~

, ~t is becsuec they have ,sn object;· of \'lhioh th~y can' exton~". 
tho knowl.Ddgc, .it ie. this Which !JiVao them a hiotor,Y··- 'Aa 

. ·. -.. '" - ; . ~ ~· .. ). 

philooo.pey hao no object, noth1n,:: con happen in it. The"-' 

absence of itn hiotor,y ia o~ a repetition of the aboonce 

of its object. '; ~ \ .• {\ 

\r~VT\ 
,• '\ 
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