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The folilloldng pn••es contain ideas developed at the time 
a cour~e given in 1953-59 at the. Ecole Prat.!q:.~~ dos Yn·1tee "'tudes 

. (rra~t1cal Sdlool for High sturlies); they mal{e up part of a book,..... 

. to ap•oear, devoted to the : tudy of certa!n bosl· tendencies of 
the most evolved A.lldustrial society, the Unl. ted st,nMs ln partlcull!tr 
These tanc1en• les ~r.!m)to engender a UJOGa of thought and behavior 
whioh represses or ·rejects all values, a&pira7.1.ms !ln · tho,ghts 
which .do not conform to 'the dominant rationality. consequently an· 
entire dimens'io11 of human reality is supprensed: the dimension 
permits individuals and classes to de slop a theol";r"ancl~rnctice 
ot' going beyond alld to envisage the date • t.ton' of their 
society. ·Radical criticism,· effecti v opoosi tlon ( inte ctual_J!§. 
well as 0oli tical) are henceforth .intflgrated-ini.Q tile 1s tatutl·"'l'tto • I· 
human ex.1.~.!~)'1~.e seeillll to bacome r...fo~d1men eiona~ .~ Su'eit ali 1Yrte~-~ 

· eration\~no~be explained only.~y the emergence of mass cultur~, 
of the QrgaOlzation !-~an, ~the Hidden Persuadera, etc. ;-tF'eee . . .. : 
notions belong t. o e. ¥:~i:r.i~e~loggai ~t~rpretat.Jon "bich···n· egl-..cts · 
th& analyp1s-of--t.he-: . .. .... m.~n .a proc"sses: 'l>he· proceesea whiqh , 
tinderm±ne on which radical oppo~ition can be developOd.· 

'-~·.. \ 

such are the queeti ma which have guided ot.tr anal ,.sls: it he a 
for its polnt or departure tl:e 'Q__glitical-economic trr.n"fo· mntion 
of technical society and examines, on this basis, t~''' dlfferent. 

, ,, ~rms .. of .. :the atrophy of the process of golng bey ·.nd in rtormal 
l:ieljavior, in lal\gllil.e.~ •. in traa 1 t1° ~al culture and ln neo-posi ti vl st 
and analytic t>hiloso]:lhy. . ........ 

. 'Nhen fthe. new ~cLE~.n:t .. 1. f10 !!!'?t~'::'d de:::tr~:,oc::l !.he i.:!u:;. ut a 
4._giverse orgaiJ7.ed~ in r?latl.on to \one end., one final structure, 
it\.!l,lso inve.lidated a hierarchical soc 1al s::"tem where t~e occupn
tion_s and a~nira t tone of the ind 1 v.l..dual-W.,<'re pr~~et.erm1nerl by f ~nB.l 
causes. The ne>~ sclenc·e, in its ")iY.i~t~, me.1e nrt abnt,raction of 
an organization of life w':tcr. deprtVed:1 t.'e- great maj·)ri ty of men of 
:freedom. In an effort to establish the pi·yslcal-methema~ leal 
structu•e of the universe, it also made an abstra' tion of the.con
crete individual, of the 11 sentl<mt \1ody. 11 'luch an abstra.ction was 
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moreover fully validated by its result: e. logical system of pro
. poal t.iona gul.dlng tho methodical utllizat1.on and tranaforma.t.~on 
of. natura and tending to make of' it a uni v•3rso contl•olled lJ:; t:1e 
power of' man' 

/~ .· 
..-~'\ Reality was re:luced (or reducible) to phyatcal-ma~llbruaticul 
· )structures, "truth" had no relation to anyt:·,lng unless it c'ould be 

~;measured and-calculated, or if' it we.s a pro pool tion o:<presslng theae 
I , cor.di tiona. Thls reaHty is giver. nccordlng to its own laws ( E!-ven 

. \.../ if' these la>ls are only "atatist1ce.l 11
). Man can underota.nd them, 

act on them and be conoerned by them, utlllze them, without there 
being the laws of' o1~s own gocie.l or in·'i.vlclual existence; they 
govern him only to the extent that he himself' is ;mre physical
biological raat.ter. l·lan, in e.lJ. his oth"'r aspectn, is eliminated 
from nature, or rather, the r·eall.ty which sees and ::-eco0nizea t.fie 

. se1entific metccod is a reality independent of' indbridual Ol' social 
f'actualr.ess. · 

It may be that one is justified in speaking. of' tl~~ "m<'.l;.~~hy
aical f'ouildatione" or· modern 'sclenca--~Tlu.is rec9ntly, \A. j"oyre\.hae 
et_!'<'>n!Sll put the> _aQ..C\!lliJ!_oJL tfe,c6iltoli~i2_al~ as !leo t!'. _ancf:The rion
emp·:ljl"&X:Rspeff~o .e. ecien .-·-The Pythagorean, v.atonic, 
aM- Aristotelian tradition remains, at least up to Ne;<t~n, ·mAnila· 

·powerful· <I:£R. enough to endow the sciomtif'ic m<:>thod with e. "!>bilo-
sophy ··" One' can say that the notion even of physical J.a!<'e which 
are universal and._e\l:;Xlceptible to unification, preoervee e.t its 
first appeara.nc1e- tll.<L-l..<L~-!1'1 elsewhere_ proscribed, of' f'inat.t ty;. 
tt>is hOWE'var becomes a finality more and more empty, a finality 
of' the order of' @ilculabill. t~' an4:> predictabHlty pure and •imple, · 
~<hich has neither teioe In ~lsiTf. nor a structur" tandlng toward 
a telos. It is th-r;;-calcul-aoill tv,) this predic.tablli ty:, in relation 
to their o>rn movem0nte and accordlii'g to their 01-m ter•ms, rele.tl vel\! 
to mats to th<- <'Xtl'r.t- tl;at he · aihculates and credlcts the movement· 
of' the m<'chanism, which coneti tutee "order'' (though probubly e 
eteti'l.tica\ order onlr.) 1'he density and opacity of' "objects", of 
objectivity, seems to be evaporoted. There is no more ~ 
nature or human r'·allty as substantial f cosmos. In tho evolved 
111< eolentific method, ;thought is as if' it were puri·f!ed of the 
objects w11ich oppose ~: they rema en only e.e "convenient inter
mediaries", as_ '~:nodels 11 a·r.d 11 1i1variablee", as "obsolE-te cu.ltura.l _ 
postulates." (IT. ~uine, From a lo.c.•i al noint of _vie~<, "ambridge, •' 
1953, p. 44) -or;· to.dteonce a.pin an opereiTng/fOrmula: the 
metter of p!1ysfce is no more the mea,ureor~~a·ctive qualit.iPB 
of t!1e ext.erior an•J mate·rta~. \•rorld, they are only reeul ts obtained 
by the accomplishment. of P.ll~h o!'Ar~f:.im:~", (T··. n1.n~1.Ar, .rr.~.t.!:!!!._, 
vel. 168, 1951,, P. n30) I The totallty of the obj~ts_or_t£~ught ·~ 
and of prar·tice is no>r co~ed "projected" aa 12re;a.nizat~on:' . 
beyond all sense certitude, ite. trc•.th 1s a ma:~t."r-or·conventl:on, 
of effective~ees~ of 11 1nternnl coherence"; and t~!-2 basic ~x~Jer
l~?nce is no~ c.Jntrete e~:p·~·rtence, S·Jc'.al pr~ctice in 1t.S 
un1 ty, but S:dministrati V<' prac tlc e, ore:ani··· ad by tecl,nolO.cY. 
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This -avol:1tton Y'l~fl-·ct,s thr \.tra0!for..ma.:t·i~f the nat.ural 
~rorld into the technique world. rt:;J:s mo:ce ~a word g.ame if 
I say: [!echnolOf'Y has replaced on QJ.og.-.· '!'he ne~1 mode of ~t 
annuls the ontological + dllio .~ ;;a-J_-sumrnar -· _, .... 
j: . .... rar it :·.on:-'Loe;os_, _ .~eason, :!.a t.he ~-ommon 
d Olllilllator Of the aub,lect (all~d the Ob,iect, a.s mtic_l)~_aa.; aymtheais 

f opposi tea; t<:.ta syntllesi!r-ls realized in tFe. theoretic• a). and . 
tioal struggle; in the transformation of' +.he given .. "orld into 
ee and rational world: this is the work of(Ri&tu~~lit'c this 
;-'""±d"e"atlrli-c qntel er,::y emtodi etl . tlhe tenS1J5iliJ6-t~hi1~1inlu.b .j ec t and 

.~ject, the oppoai t1on of one to the other;tlie real&...Q!....ttD.SDn 
· as the evo1·ttion of this teasiefl: 1H d)ftererit mod8s of being._, 

Thus the system which was the most resolutely monr!J't;-mo!th11:ffiled tha 
. ea of a substance which unfolded itself in subJect and obJect, . 

(\ tl}lbt .is to say the id<>a of a-'dlfu1;J.e-;-·dual1at, antagonistic realit;v .. · . 
.N.AP.ie _trs.n.af.ormation of natur. al reallty,~into. t,echnical reality,- u~:-·· 
\! 1o/~nes the very baois <:>f thls d,_uall.ein, . J. ia true that mod!"rn . · 
'·'- 'lfC"Ientii'ic philoaophy departs from the ,a1•te.'l,~.'!li.cnotion of t~1o 

substances: rea cogitans an1 rea extenaa. ('th1nk1ne; thing!, and"-' ( 1 
· thin sf in space· or;,-ml'teriP.l thing•), All the time, as 'matter,"'"""""' 

; C ,0, ti is madei(t.hif latter, is n\ore and more made up of mathematical 
:l!ormulas (~1hose appllca.tion, in turn, "remakes" this mattar), the 
rea· loses its r.baracter of substance. It becomej·· a mathamati-. 
cal ln. itself, Just as the Ego, rea cogita11s,· becomes · 
more an9-

1
more the subJect ·or observation and quanti t.ati ve cal. cu

lation.L::LA new monism appears,. bu.t which ia this time a ~!lls_Dl.. 
without substance.-/; The tension bet'.·leen subject and oblect, the 
dualiel:::l.r··and antagonistic cha:<"acter of real·, ty tends to diso.pnear 
end with them the 11 t'.o10··dimeneional:Lty 11 of human existence, the 
cap....ac-lty to envisage another mode oL existence ,in reality, to 

(';go beyond factualiL~. t;ofla:d r:aeaibllities. 1 The faculty for 
·\::;:: .. \ 11 ving according to \tl< o niml!A~ions l<as one of theconati tuti ve 
_, .... , charac· eristics of man in zg~ nologlcal t'..ivllizatLon. This 

goiJL,g beyond fac·tua.ltty ... t .. !"\La .quali:t.e.t.ive change from reality . 
in reality was v.e..f~ifferent from the relfgfolta···t;ran·ao-eif~ce ••llich 
w~~ond even r-:-a.~.Tty;···also different from scisnt.tfic ttra""TT"S). 
cllfui.an~, which went bey·ond fac\tol.ai ty only to~<ard .9,!1!lnti t8:'t:1-1f€ 

". trll.nsformat.ion. In the technoloElcal l<erld, the capacity to 
"!tJ understand and to J.. a··'\~is h~storir'al tranp.c.-ehdenee is gravely 

_':~:\.i{ __ ~-:._Ettrophied; .. ~~.a~l_ ... q~n o l~ger exist in two dim~ns:L)n~; he becomes 
-,~ . a .. pne-dimensional b ln • There is no more than a swgle di:nension 

·ar.,eii1-rty·~ihich is, in t.he strict sense of the \\'ord, rr;·ality 
without substance or rather., whvse subs.tance is ir. th>:> form of 
technlque,-·>rJ~·i-ch··bErc·omea ito content, its eeoei1c·e. All afgnif'icance, ev.ery proposl.''Hor!l.s ·vaiTiiated with'. n the context of t.he beha•rior 
of men and of th~nJ!s--a one-dimensional cont·,,:t of effective oper
atiuns, theorcti<'al and pra: tical. 

onEmight believe, at first e:lance, that tr,e ''denaturalization" 
of reality i~ maslced by the terrible force l<lt•, which the technical 
world;:resist'El 1i!.he will and thought of the in<ilvl•Jual; t.he.t the pure 
and simple weight of the matt.er on which man has to act and which 
acta on man has never been so overwhelming. E•Jt tl1is we lght. is 
of man himself. It is by t.he pra•.·tice of man himself +.hat the 
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technical 1·1orld io congealed in a "second nat•1re" , .. schlechtc '1!!;' 
Unmittal'oarkeit (bad immediacy), mor10> hostile perhaps and mo!'e 
-~eatruct~Ive than 1~h9 £.1l"'a1.. ne.Lu:re, pretec!mlc'l.l na.l.un .. ~· Technical .. 
l'Salit,y hae. no ot.her eU5stance than the au'>.lect. llt\t th<' subject 
wr.lch makes the· ter.hnical I"!aU;I;Yfl;f the :•ol"ld.in He f:•eedom 
and its rmaon exists only in ''pliller; c"in 1 tael .. .t" but IL.Pt .. "f.or. 

_ _;_,tself." coneaquentl.y, tec·hnLal realay-rs-do;:;rrved· oi'-:tts logos, 
· · or-rather a logos ·~L'pe&.I!s. as empt,y. of real.l t.y, as· a lot;l.c al form 

without substance •. ·\.to.J)temporary pc.sltivlsm!_, aema.ntica, symbolic 
logic, liogul a tic amd1"!Ji·a; ·def.tne--and·-ret'i'fie the universe of rli s
~ourse$ from th:· usa~e. of t-3chn_j.c1a.p....._c,. zpcc.:ial:sts P.Pd experts . 
who ralculate, ad :ust connE>ct, •..tlthO'l.i..t havJ..n.z ever sskod tbem~elvcs 
·fo or f.or J•at· ·they keep busy wlth.Keeping things going,-· 
t;P-t>"t';ivin "' al or , . "'!:o tJo,ia movem<'nt;J.n<d. tiwr sci'i'nce nor 
·~e as va U"e"S""'f.lf··£hemeE:tJ.ves: they al"e "ne1t tral ~with .!'"egn.rd 
to all values tnd all ends that one could, ~m the O.J.!ts'ae, e,ttri
bute to them. 'rhis neutre.lity howevel' 1-B·"P,JTh:i.tiv"': rwlty is vaJ.ue, 
evaluated prec aBly as it io connei veil as ···pgr..q_':!orm .. (.'<..Q;} as pure . 
matter: in tcis context the two terms, us:ially _cip·.1os.l.tes, converge)· 
which ls _t;:.ken-to-Etl-:i:--e"'lds. Being aaaunies t11'e- ontological charac,-·· 
ter of£fnstrumentality:JbY its very structure it. is su~centtble to 
all us as ana::::iilLmo<kficatt ·-ns. 

Are these notlons lnher<'nt to sci10>nce itoeJ.f? .. Do not they 
correspond too easily to the condl t.ions of experience of acciety 
in which the sclentific method hao be9o developed? TO 'demonstrate 
the tie which eruy.Jut!;.l(een mathemati<·al sc l:J:!g'1-- ;a•;n;;<.~1 -~p_;;:~:~~-2~i':-! 
ecle~Qn_j,J:vi .. one.hand · iii1drn:·;rg--;:ap1t.a'l:i ~ 

6'lrnausta the quostion:--·T~::- cles<'rves· to be exe.rriined again. 

The exiating ltie b~~~~~~~;~:;~-;~~ ~~~let~· .is· well 
When science was lt:naT'q·t:ed lioiiiiBlf, it .lJ.l:lereJ;,ed ~e from all 
"external" forces c.nd F,onstit!.!.U..<l.~'.:<Lli:J§.c)ti ''.~t.y)as ~J:;~_s' ·in itself, 
means pure e.nrl unl versa!, an analogona"Tibero.tion ~. pro:luced in 
soc lal rela tiona: man found himBBlf freed from all ind 1 ~dual anrl 
11 exte:-rnal 11 dependence; !li•ltHR~naai~iiillllllllfatkals:f>.~•iliZli~ an abntra.C':ti 
and universal element:;:\"'nterod the soc~al procoes, meas!lrabl<'> 

~M1 f'I\.t;he poH!?F ef ··9~. rn' the r.·ourr::e of th~.e procea~, t.hc:- cone
' aspect of faculties lind indi v:duaJ. noeda ( second/ll'Y quali t1 
are reduced to a common denominat.or, meo.sura'blo=J'i~bjectlvfl 
of oxchft.n£"e, mor,oy, ~ universe.l mr~ans end modil.tm. 

The parallel bet~<een r.ocle.'. ; J.o devel-
onment !'('Veals their common 
lllGthod Sf es in v·~at its e:rea stne£!S~ 
it does not bu.~;e, it (oes net ':now ho\Y to iH:tvco eff" y~~L,;· 
In thA social pr·ocese, Pee r;oal (of of," cienc)•) J.a tr.ro· pro~n 
of goods for constlm~tlon, aimlne: at s:.i:.1sfo.ct1or,, ond er..chane:.e 
value is the universally mo~~mrn1)le 1:1eans 1nte[:'"r:~t1ne:; in this pt•ocess. 
snb1c .. cte end ob'ects. r.t zeomn hr>•,.;.: ·:er tl:.'3.t sc1.-9nce must 0\'l'e noth.l.ng 
to t;:ese ~oals; ., nat is tl~e treli:c-rr1:USIOlDJ by t.hls Vt)i .. Y concept 

~~adorn ac ience .ten s o\·:o.rd an end. It I!D n f1r~t of a.ll made al:stract 
'fthc endo vthic·l:. e.p···ea.:t• to be inca:.'!· t!Llble, not. ;;J.t;·: 11 r-'"'ality 11

, but, 
l'J.i.th the neoend~r.t industrial r ullty, an·.! it in t'.at ha:. come to 
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meant themsel vee: to technology. It he s corf!:rtrncted a uni veroo. 
of int~llectual e.nd pi1yoica.~ l!1strnmPnt,8.J lt.it?!s, e. n~ret0m tr;:lJ.y · 
11hypothet1cal~ 11 But E. syr"tem of instrllJ.'L~'ltillties depends, as 
s~~ct.,_ on another· systPm : on c. 'lniv&r:-;e or en%G· That wh.~ch ap .... E'·ars 
as exterior, as alion to tr.e te>•mcnoloe:y :>f s tence, established 
itself .to make part of 1ts .own •tructure, Hs mc·t· od anrl 1: s 
conc"lpts: of ita objectivity, 

It is neceesany L'.<~n to reJect 
or technique a.ccot>din!:; to \'lhlch techniqu.e 
is CJb.lecti <>van susceptlble to 

t.s formo. , a machine, a t.e:cJ . .nl 

st,a e .of. world, a 
eg~er emphasized tr.at 

y precedes (and 
~~~~."~~~~instruments. 
(I able to act 

'"'ai1B<>eJauenw . .L 11 understar~c!ing 

of the neutrality 
outalde goo:-1 vnd 8V~l, 

soc ~ally ln all 
ln8trurnent, can be 

in·•-'-' 

-needs and in the inability of aocle·i; 
dGvelop them. I want to inoiat that 

Jl.3Ciflcation of life and joy ar~/i£~~~~~E?W 
.t.II.l\!llf!"~"· Ft•om its orie,in,. 
"-•~ of these needs: tileae 

harnl.on~r of l'TOrlcl.s, pliyelcal le.ws, 
idea of un1 veraal squaLl ty tllroug!1 <·omnle 
in the notion eve11 of modern ec i ence, i·rh' 
in-tellectual fc.culties facing repressive nb•c<ers 
account of the e:Q__JJ.t.ential c· araoter of 
of a final tec!;nolo::-ical cause and of the '~"·~··M· 
caus& by th~ social d~velopoent of techni 

The queotion is t!~en r•osed \1hether t:y .1A- ~e1o.i:.1on to 
all vo.l•.tes is truly a se .lent.!. fie not.1 :-.n to sa~· an it1herant 
requirer,;ent of' the of i.c·;·;c,. • J.~ oplnton 
1 s troat the neutral tati on r, J Of the lLJlll and t~'at lt 

{)\ ir.dustrial society bas clearly e. sense contrary 

:,.t~a;~ 1~are~.~e)~i{~ ~:~·an lntern~iy~~~-~e~f~~~ ~~ea"trh:tch 
is pruper to ff: f? p~·ojects lnstrumr-ntnl.Lty'-.Qn.Ly n.a men~ to roJ.lo::ve 
rcm1 of labor and an.::u:sh, to 121:;.l·~'2 peo.r:-eful thP. etr,..t[!..···J.e for exie-t.ence .. 
T!;ere is t!1e f'dJaJ. c'Q,A!~e of tr•e met\·; ;d1~-.':'.l tl~unefc.rme.tton of t:·!,3 
worlU. i.mVlt:U l.tt i..eu~ ,u.i.~ . .i i..y. Fv1·, teo:-Ji.-J~qU.i;.jji, ili. .::.;;-;alCi;i:l:ig i t:::olf 
act~;;tlly t.'B 11 pUl"C" instrun:en~ulity hRB mo.de ab:1tre!.,~t t::.tA fl~!ll 

i 
ca,•co: it :Oas cea'·ed to be the end of tecc!molo,·l·oal C.c,ve'lonment-. ) cf2· conc&q:lence, pure· 1ns'trulnent.e.ll ty, \·:1 t!D 1.It firio.ll t.y, ha.S bee all?-~-

,. a t;J)i.v~e~~ m~ o.ns of .:::1ominP.t.ion. - · ---· ·· · ·· 
----~------ ----- . ---·- . 

r.ertt:'t ~n-1 y, technic 1 ty rcqu':.r::·s d'Jmination: me.s tBry over nG.tura 
as a t~.o£t.!.le, violent, des:..ru-' tive- f:)rce; 1r.a.::t·.,.,l\\.- o·-.:or :::.o.n in as 
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much as h& is part of thls n .ture; explillitatlon of natural o·esourc"s 
f"Ol"' the:: aatlsl'a~ti .. n o!' .nee . • rn~ustrlnl oo(':te~Mr~~~P~~n~ 
·w.~-~1! ,good causet this tar~hn lor.l.C"e."!. :l.::>::!tlne.tt.1n; t -=-r-r ~-a .- Jr&~ --~~-- ;: 
~society has ffi,'J.Je'ii .. G .a6-t the. final Cllu.:ce t.echn::>lo.:.y, the r I. 

t,echnique itself has perr•e uated L~ls'>ry, vlol9nce and c'estr>.lctl.or., · . 

The interdependence o productive and J.estructi ve forces, w;olch 
ch&ro.c·terizeo technicity n well as domination, "!;ends to c,uppress 
every d1.ffer·sr,ce bet"'teen a "normal" and an 11abnormal" uss of tech
nology. The diffol"Gl'\ce at·(;een t.hA "tech!'li·"al': and. 11 sctr.-..... t~.fif..:" 
ex:oerl:11ents o.e t~·:.2 Naz:i.s ru .. <;. t,!,t.: c.r.efensi ve t:~:n~1 der:;ccra.tic uso of 
thOse e"p.er·iments ie. t.m cus. ~issile ls a mlssile, •·r!iethAr 1tv'~ 
d.astroys London or Hose \·l and 'v5i1 B:t.•e.un 1 s von ?.rs.un t·Thethar he . ~ "" - · . 
WOl'lrs for the Br•J.wn E0u e or the 'ilhi ts I!ouse . ._r ?he absence ot 
f.i;oali'ty in technique i me.nifeeted also fi1poLtics >There it is ' . 
,also suspect and also d batable, -- · · 

-~-·the trenafor:natlJn of' r<eality 1;; a teclmician 11orld has '--
1 not. ~11 eiled the domil·a io 1 of man by man, lj; is becaus" techr.ici ty, · 

i~~loping l:4.•&1f an t .as done, has ccnt~nued to make of life / 
a mean to· live~, nd thnt is much more profoun(l and t:.uch older than ( 
t c u.; itself. Up t.nrour tlmil, teO!in~cal pro(';Ies~ te~a1ae,a--, 

. '. ·~gref'SP:~=J; e. .ed .. -h!0:9j, of rcpree~ive prpductivit.y. Techr.icity 1 l ~b.ecomete most._ef'fiQf§i...t_m~t.bo<l, the m<)st frultf>Jl 'melhod for;.; 
~g-rnan~Ohis instrument oi' la.b~ . -·- .-~---~ 

. -- - ·' .. ·~. . ·- -- . - -- ---
Tl'fCup-)1 technio 1 ty, it is asain the primitive repregsion of -

man by-man l·tl·dc~, s,ecures so&iety: happiness iA s<>crifieed to the 
"rGa.li ty princip~'[. 11 T!1i-s l"'l?pr·es~ion {~ be ~.terc1si~ Jn an ~ven 
more. effir.-i.Gnt" and mor·e intensJ.ve Hay f 1t "Hi lJe,;e!"-'\~ore menacei.l 
by technical prDgresn Jtself, It s··ems, in fart:, t.he.t the 
e.chleve~ente of lndust!"'·.!_e.l c L v:!.l ize..tinn ma!<e repression less e.:1Ll. le3s 
necessary, G.nJ, confrantod rrlt;·: the real poG~dbllltJ of t.he abolit.~on. 
of lubor, repl'usoion .seems more and mor·e irratlonal. I l'.'l~h to --·-· 
innist her·e on the immel')t.~e poli; leal importance oi' tbe wci"l-:: of' eJ . 
e.s an anal~rs~s of the f'Jb?j~}~-~-~5:.~~-c _of 3?~~r::r:ess. 

'··he sul:.jueation of mar1 to work is t.hA Vf..:ry pror.ess of ci,ril-
ization. In this p"ocess, the l'·Ut.l,..!>'l1 Or('.nnism cea. es to be an 
instrument or s~.tisfaction to beco~e a.!1 instr-...lljllt of l'!Ork ~.nd of 

enurrc1ai10n• satisfactl :-n i" put off, hap··iness is a&•·rif'lced. 
Tn .tmar~, ir~stlncts of !rian tend only to immac1te.te satiation and 
to rest, t.o tra.:quilllty 1n this en.ti~t:lon; tl:Je~i oppose therneelvos 
thus to t.·.,e nece::;sl ty of wor1>, of toll, v;l11Ch e.re ind~tcrensuble 
c ··ndi tions of eat!cfcr~tlon in a world l'lherE! eca!"cl t,.r ~ooitR rn1.PS.. 
soc lety must then turn t~.c • ·· 
immediate ends and cui::mit them to tile 

,, s nn in~trurr.ent oC lo.bOi."', in proc1.u · ve. ':'?:ut, 
this !;.roducti ~.- 1 ty 1 s accor.tpanled v.l ' . .'!' :· s by cui'f'cr-:.nG and des t.ruction 
.,;,·;ch are the marl<s of 'l_jolence done to man in !'lis l:>lolo:,·lral 
constitutlon. Tl:e procresn of c~v~ll7,o.tlon reots on th.~s essPnt.lal 
mod1fico.tioi1 of tl:c 11nature'' of ::1e.n. Erncsforth :!.ndi vl.dualf, mnke 

1291.1 



., ~ 

-7-

R~ . . . 
rap1•eeaion thai!' t>-d' j*" apd t.:·.eir 01m business ( sc~pex--&go, fe0J.ine;.s 
of guilt, etc.) T!1eir in,tt nets themselves bec<>me ropresoive: they · 
are. the biolociual e.n<l mGnttl bar.e ~<hic•h underlies and · 
upholde"pol1tical and social repression;. and in the mee.eu"re that 
the social reorgani?oo.tlon of the instincts ·1'0·'1'<>8eea aponte.vity, 

· .e.roticism, it rnak&B the inst.~.ucts of' defi!:ructi·-·n anC. tJ.~ath r.tore 
uoH-crfnl. Transformed, in t..urn, lntl) a~H:-eosiveness mor~e or less 
controlled a.nd usE'ful, thestl 1netlnc~s. l:iacome an 1nher!3nt force 
to tho -erorrreas of c)-v.J.:u::z.at·r~. "'hus, t~£.aa.S..-o:C. ... ciii:JJI.z_e._t,tm ... 
is e. d'~a.~ct'ical proroese ~<Lich int10rvenes as much in the 
r~alm O.L pcll ti· a"l-eeono~ · n the b1olot:lr'!al and mental rr.oaJ.ms, , 
one s1.tstain.\ng and fortl.fy"ng the o:C.ller. Jll;l. pro.o;r&ae, ~1 increase 
in productivity is accompanlod by proGressive repression and ~re
ductive •lestruction. TJ,e soc.tal division of' labor an;;enciers this 
fatal diP.lectic by ~<hich, to ae.y thus, all pr·ogress of reason 
1nvol ves 1 ts o"m irratinna.J.i ty, each f.ain in freeo:l.om invol vee a 
ne11 form of ser•ritude,l~.g •• each production involves an-.~ 
effect. ive z·e. strlcti,m. ·a, tris di.a.lectic becone~~~.in 
an evolved lnnustrlal civilization. To the extPnt Em;t::aowety 
mal!ters nature and .1ncrease3 the I:laterial au intellectual resources 
which man can use, the doubl~ z•epressicn becomes loss necP.sse.ry v-· 
as 8. condit.lon of progress. ~ .. ll.c.hie:vements of technique eJld the'· .r, 1,,,.,~, 

vity o1' labor could reduce considerably t,he , ·"'w·"'··"' 
needs satisfaction. A trul 

... JlOtiLcO. .. 'be.,.b•Drlnc,.,JJ:I~e.:~e.Jl W·)Uld nn ~ meroly 

there would be no· 
ch !.as becorue the 

It remainu to me, f :_nally, io sugr:,est some concl.·~ si one .. whose 
speculat.ive chare.cter I: do not hide. 

I have admitted thnt the repressive tendencies, in an evolved 
inclustrJ."'"-;,society, pesult from the development of teohncii-9W as 
a .p_olitlcal nchs!"e,~ scheme fop domination. '~'!1ls don:inatioh, 
in~rnil:'-"5Y teclmttC.•~,,, is double: 
--~!asteryof Natura: rational exp:j.oitation of natural resources, etc; 
--!!,astery of J.:an: rati mal. exp:j.o1tation of proci.un: ive labor. 

Accord ·.:ng to its lnn~:-r lo_,·ic, tJ·,_e tec·:~l'lq,_:t..oJ-:l(·.e,.~. _.'?~:t'l9.J.n_e_must 
achieve itself in doing a\·la~ ;:t: it .. elf: we necesr,Jt,y for "•" •" 
d'Oll!lll!i:~bn mu•t dlee.Ppear~ .. The iilctory oYer sce.rcl ty of goods anc1 
oyer misery muct permit 11th o it Lon of labo!' 11

, putting production 
a---t the service of consumption and abandoning th" strtt;;;rln for· 
exist<lnce to t!1e benef!t of the cont.ente of this existence•. 
Considereble forces v.re set up P.r;ainst AUCh a future of tf;~chnlcity: 
through all prc<:ress e.nd all ameli ore tion of cond l t :.on5 of' lire 
is -perpetuated domination and des true tion. E'len more: it is 
O:omination e.nd d.l'2str>Jction \·::1lch ere L1o.Je the conditions of 
progr'ss. I have underlined t~at the social organizaUon of 
inot.incts plo.ys a funr1aJnentt::.l role in t!"iiS p!·ocess: t,!"!at.}mAn 

"'(Jc.-1.-

12911 



~"•'·····--··"' ... ..:.·.•i•~'!~:~•':'J·>~;~.;S'1r-·f~' ;.• ·•·:·:C'""'-·. • 

. . ~- . . . 
perpetuates ia >,is r.•wn dom.tnation. I, ocial epression/_ r'l'!sts on 
a "biolor;ical" repJ'eesion, . Consequently, all 11be.!'Atton ·presupposes 
il revolutlan, an overturn\ng cf .the o·der of ln<;t.lnots and needs: · 

'new·· fn(;iplEf·or-realr!d.i Thlu tots.l trannfer of vabes ~<111 
/ 'z·\) " ct the ~r-natu"re ns well as of man. 

:·q:).~~ !!an an.~ Nature remain elways the t>ro terms of a dielectJ cal. 
relation; fac>boro Of a dialectic totality. S.oclal Orf,l!lo11zation 
influences nature ss well as man. There is no liber~t11n, no 
peaceful hull!an oxio~ance possible .ritrOut liberation .and pacificat;1on 
i' na_ture. There is a mastary_ e>_f_.Jl!f'n w.hl.ch is repi•essi ve and a 
as.t~y of man wblch:J,Jl...liberat1,..~ T),e~ is a mastery o:f nature 

)lh~ch is a deli-.kance o:f ne.ture ~ rcltdlle';f;'Ofl6 ite -:>wn misery, 
• which supc.r·esses violence and natural deatructi-:>n. d'vilization hos 

...._ achieved such a mastery of ~ture in its gardena, its parke and i . . 
·.·"protected :t-aeervs.-iione 11 ; outside o:f theBe limited portions o:f the . · · 

earth, ...... 1 t has treated nature it hlis treated. man: a.s an instri.t-" 

ment of·· ~;::~~~~~~~~~R~~;~ ae:'J:oession .posseases ··the: Simondoh, or the mode.: ·, 
Paris, Aubier EditionS, 1958--;r- · 
taken as a simple :flgure.-.o:f. · :·: .. 

rolliB.nt.J.<ae•m and utopia; 'in trutn, :!.:t e;.c7 ,, . 
betweer. tho destruction 
me.~ter and'' slave 

conquest of . , the 
dpme at:!. cation c.:f natural :forces .. to means . e first .ensl,e.ve · · : 
fthe:..machnte-is"a'olave who serves to make other slaveii\ "4r-sim1lar' 
inspiration can be encountered with a request cif freedom for man; 
BUt it is difi'icult to be liberated pY transferring slaver-y to 
other beings, men, ·animals, or n) p.ch• nes; to rule over a peo-ple 
of machines would enslave the Hh1Sle world, it is again to rl•.le, 
and all rule suppose a the acceptance o:f schemes of slavery." (Ibl.d.) 
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