
,,.•·''."·· ..._• , ... 

Gcorir Lukacs, one chapter, "DialecLlcs of I.abor", published in 

Telos,. ~ andc_?~?:~~~ chapter,' "Ti"ie Untolorie:al Founda
tions of Hwnari Thof!'h1; aild ActJ.vi. ty" 'pi.tblished ln Contf!niporar:;r 

'-._ 
East Eur0penn PJ·lllosorJhy, Spi:trtacuH EookS, Bridf.report;, Gon.-· .• , 

Volume III, 1971 . . /? 
Q. the inter•riew: '1/hcre Luk:H.:;:;;, in tr,ying 

prove hls points, states thA.t whereas in Cree}': and rr.et.lieval 

phllosophy)all{Philosophers cons:!:9ered exl.stence either in terms=-: 
of causality·or :Rrteleology: frn tha ·: of n!arxist (JntologyL-_( 

i.t beco.lt1es clear- that there ls no ~eleolog in i1ature and ·that what~ 
amorig things, ·rti::~tinguish.:Js nntura(-;xiStence frain soCial existence; 
i~J"··.that every event in the social order i's the result of a .. ti!J.eo-

·logical ac:t:::J Lukacs· claims 'that. ir.a~x' s disc;ws,ion of labor and 

surplus ·tabor, not .i~ in economic t,erms. but bjterms of the 

cla.e:s struggle, he ~y defining onto(o"J;.itally a pure;:,. economic 
l)'f.\4if'c>blcem, Marx raises the level of the d••bate. ·~ f/~ when th<> , 

'lff-r':7"'). reporter S.S](S Wh<>ther that WI)Uld mean th&t ~1arxis~· on.tology t;iere

by became an i:leoJ.ogy, Lultac:; answers ideoloey, af"[i.f it were syn-
,/.,n•··m•"'S with phlloFJoph,v: II If we look, for exam pie./ at the history 

' of modern sc-ience, from r~·:achiavelll to Hume and Kant, we see that-

[iiontists >'.nd uhi:~;:."ophret:,~.-":~~~Y-•Lt!::c:i!<? .. 2.".".':':'~E"_'1_':',':_~~ai.sed 
by §!l.C' i et;y .. @oloe-y must he conetirlc.red as part <lf u pan-his.:=::, 

~ical m.-oceo~And in such a proceos, there ;b no formula capa

ble nf showirw 1.1a Bhe'ct.e .r:. o·f. c :fficiency of i1nythlnc.':::J 

M~',._,-· -~ . ~cl~--- --

' ial ectics_.Yf i'l.!!.. :' Be.~n<J Cf~u]~:::.:._."rl~~-le_c,~· . 
(p.172) hus, r~~arxla.!J theur.v o!' labor a8 the only exl~-itJ.rw rorl}1 

uf a 'Lt'l(.•ulot,..-lcull.v cce:atcd helnrr .i~: the !'jrst eo estetblish the 

uni~ue C'ha.racter of' t.he social b~inr·." 'l1he .fact that the labored:_ 

nowhe1·e ap,ears, the complete turnabout, from t~revulutiom1ry 
concept.ion of laboc to it~ ... abstract cor1ce_pt.lon re~'rl~;·h~ de

humanization of capl"caliom, :ls SP.•>r· ;,., the "SC:~~ where 
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.-_2_-__ ~_t-_0~;~7,-~~;t.~.~:.. .. 
f- . ~~ . ..11 /q;fo . ~; . it all e;ets -re~"d to SI\LT• "Above all, we propo"e to ex~e--...._:' 

what ~onomic--ne~~s_lity consist~ of. At the outs<>t, it ehould bo 

emphkfzcd that thls is~tq.~:o~~3~.-~:.o_ce~, thot:gh 
Marx himue lf, in his polemic with· Ider.~l i r:~:, ~""J~:r:FJ ~1i Onn.lly Ll.Sed such 

. an t~xpre,;siop...-1 . "--;~ ____ __.--' 

~\ ·))rn§;;VJou.~ economic ~c·,~hrL~'nt, v;., can '"'e ~directicr .. 1l. 
/ 1, )j,b·-:o....:lopments, wn1ch h8ve, J t :~ ~-: \'''~ tJ -~ .. (,,-_'-'II, r~om1J ·to pas".;, often L . .. P . 

ver~· 1
-<ril;>'-,n'Jllf,'··,, lndcr:.c•nU~i·lltl;' 0f r.J-c:n'·> ill~:-.Lr·!~i f"1r.ri knowl~d[.':e, 

which nlso ~,_,at t:ne' II foundation of our t9lic project.:, <::::-: 
rc~; (Soci~c:::_r:y).wo::..king. tiJ!!.;o} lahor-ti.mo for httmi!Fr""/ 
~f~cluc+.ion, tendc: ccn,;tun tly to d lm j "i. ,_:):. ;": a "'"'e •al tend en- . ·: 
.C . ,b is me u.isput~d by Dt<yone, (/t)Oh~:::;:f.{)_, ~~~--~~: 

)1 . ~~~Second, !;hi:; prr.~cess elf reproduction i tse t'· beenme evtf!r m.o~e. / 
r:.·· ... ~ ~ . /~1. U . i ll;y i · -ensi ve V • • 'lllnmxlr.uxxs.~!llk~xcrf'xo5txJlKXM~"""txltr~<or~<xsxomxll!fx 

. ~ l'llll::la.tXK:I;s """lfl' • , , that all the decisive instnnces of human 
1 ,· ... , ' i/:\'reproduction ( sue:h a A nourishment nnd s<>xu_?,Jj, ty) become trans-

orme _ manently and eGsentially i.nto~9i:V~omentn in 's h . . 0 right, , """'-

•,, ~(~A_ ~~?c!j} economic develop.~ent .creates more nnrl more ~ri tical~ 
·· · w-· ~ !f1 t;~~vCao wei:l a} quantitative rel~ations ... at present, one if, 
· •oJJ11 · f.inds realized the greater and greater economic :pr·edominanc" of 6)j 

: .... v· ~-~-ltti(:ohe internati~nal mark~J;, _;;.>l_ready sbowin~: at the ver·y lea:;t, an· v VffJ: 
d II\~' c- ' ·· ·e h · ''t'" ,,,,,,,,.,,, ( 228 229) c..-.-.. V\./ .Olluilll.Ca Y.· Uni ... ,l /J. yrr.a_n1 }I• a., •• , •• ', , • pp. ~ - ..--. "{ / e,...D t •.. ( . l 

. · ,/ ~ ... :: · .~ll this purely capH2listic, pu1•ely mar-
~ t il tlsor·.v .. ~n·d reifjf:_Sl, ·is the climax to his supposed cri

/ ique of positivism, which in fact enr!n up nothinl' short of -..Jt-
// !':Cn 'lectinp; before "' · · ~- · · ~ · ··· " .. , ·p-r,a i.t?.Jlst, pos'-'_.')t-
// i t'vism. It is th::? mot·c fan·cac·t.ic when you consider thai; i t• s 

V l_)>6ant to answer the existentialist J>roh.lc,tr!s n~Ised by Snrtre) 
in which he 1~~ SUJlpO~-;ec.i to !)rove that true __ Eub~jectlvi ty is 

r~;;.:. -first of :::.ll i.;,-, ~.~f,!'Y.. ~~l,~_}_'f" cou.r·!..:e, 11 orenared the way, i ,_ 

t..'(Dl£.£:1:in," untolu,uv ~tori':."'.~'.:,;:.) in c~q.J::..t!! the rcli,dous 
ontolor.-istD, ·c_y trncin~'! ··ti1~-~-n~!~esm.~ry .~."'cc:velopmcnt 
f'!'Qffi th(~ r hottQI/: If from the. ___ :~JJ!l.n.l&:l;.:t..J.. __ t;J ·tr.e· ;·h j rit I p "I;Q the 

~ -·--, mor.t co:n_nl.!.catc!d ~c:tir.i.c-ation of Jwn;an (p. 2.17) ... / 
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I -I-... / . -.. :;~·· ~ 
~ · . · F'ianlly, bac OfJ.fY this time the specia:L 

·issue on Lukaca, Sprlng_,l9 • CJUite ~- tremendous diff.:. 

ere.ncu ~n ~1 1-'4-.£~ !.trtlclc here, "DiCllect.i.ciit and hiaterial

.isrn in I.uka.cs'' f'r·om the one he \'f!'Oi:e in the 1970 issu:e wh~c~a~aid 
that Lukncs wa~ the r._-1·ca.test thing-. tn a 11unlired year::;. ( lnci-

- de~tall:v, on,~ tho quuc I". ion oi' t.h~;lfiturru:;-;~ fw quote:.; one 

l ~S~:_!,~~~::..:_~be:autiful definition J..G ~ t~!pie:9l fonr. of ex

pression of un age in which value~tlO • lo:~!!er 1 i}:_c lrectly j n 

thingn;ryevcn as j t is clP.ar- t~1at tne llterarv essa::,. ;, ... s "'-.0 ~ukacs 
himsedan "attciaptf.Hi reconciliativn between the e:-:pression of 

~rtiacy (pogtr~') and abstract form of rnedintion (philc-
:c:>spccially :::;ignificant i~ his 

w ere it i~; clee.r that [i:ukucf? 
when he considers s~Jciallsm as totality 

attnck on I.ukac::;' later 

the posi-tivist 'i7-.;;;:;..~7 

th ffi;';;;;~;;~of capitalist 
siciety, or he sees nrclctarian class consc'l .~s s the .§.lll!!. 

~of bourgeois ''~icntif~c facts:!J'cp.l27) Why he should there

fore ·co"nclude with .a eulogy js clear only .:('rom ·the point. of viow 

that it ~ws him to close up the loopholes by br'inging in phenorr.-
.. -, .en~log~.,r:~at mc::.kes Lukacs" History. H ~:: Consciuusnes::) so at

\Ltra.ctive .1~ pre?ise!Y. hj s ~-i-t-iqutr·o.r sci e. nee a~ ··. x~ression 
4"of bourgeo~.:; re~~o~!)h'i'b cr·ans. orn.~nt ..... -toiP'i-ocesnec· J. all 
· fix,t'ed structures, c~ _._s a·ttempt tc reins tatu ".::a ~ suh -i-=-ct as the 

hiotorical ageu't--e':Pn • i.i' he even't.ually :l':1ils 5.n oing a 1 this. 
Wh9.t ic needed is af_ resct.tv.i..z8.t.ion, .• which will allow Et dialectic 
b<?.tween the subject and group, a phenomenoloe:y.,." (p.1}2j 
t,~r~it _ l {!· ~~. -::-

~ • \'' ~lYreine'!.:l "Skr,ificantly, ~;.i;er Korsc~: n~~ Lttkacs took 

part in :pe dir~(!uoslon opened in 19:;2 by tlie firs't puhlication oi' 

!•1arx.' }j l<J1~4- r\·;anuacript ••• es~mrrtlally' ( the3U) 8nabled Luit?.CS to 

see that hs theury of re.i ficatlorj and ~lar.;.s eorwciousncno was. not 

really Hcvellan e_nc(iJfJ.;,. Thai; is 
Lu~~acs rcco;~ni ed that, unliJrr~ r,·,arx, he h.imst::-1:' nevl3r c:rounded his 

-ritl.quc of alicnn;;lo:1 in c. cr.itl{ifj trtJ.ns.formation of_HC[!C1 1 :3 

·uuee!Jl. uf labor as thn proc".J~::3thn·out,~h whlr!b mnn realizeEl himself. 

As a result l.uka.<!S 1Ktw nnw (the book) ondcd with?. 66rlc-e·p·t ... 6"1 ... class 

· nsct.9J.Lsn.c.~r.,:_J'/hich t,·;a:; r· ,o_r ,_than ::1 ,Dl)!;'G.IY nbstrd¥t nogati9..n .. ~f .. ....... . - ". -···---... -.. - ----·-
:: totally re.i:.t'ied world .•• '' :1drcw Arato ·~c.~!t"~co_t~gJ~.~cal develop-

ment, 1919-22, elcarl~t i.llu3 ·utc:.J thnt h.iG.~cunc;e·t"~ZU.tT9.~) 
of hl'!. _th~.Q~f 'Oraxj,; M1d hi" .nabll ity to ovr'f/om•o thn anti"f'f\i' 

-. ~GvvJ-G\<-(;u\V'v~~ / ·f)? 1'/, J<;+ ·t.t-~CT '{~ ~ .}, /Vj{/"- " 
\\ - U -J.-- U '-'lfi/ . h88G '.... ~-·r---



- ... , 
of' freedor:~ and. necon~l ty culminDtc in a party rnyt~ Nntwj th· .. 

. . san~ine: his cor~ect ~on~l~sion he-! t'lvri:l: 1~r:; the. th~or·v ~~ 
., cat1.un as 11 thc' J. dtsperl~ lli!C ,!J<lrto,f the thaleCtlC "'thGory rJf.t . __.,-_ 

society~~~ (p.2.5) \ot only that,....thl'OUf"houi;. there is no idea that ·· . ~ . . ·.£t,J he's not dealinr: ~ . the labc/fi:..,) that he b not dcalinr nlth 

\Jr. fit: the. process of proJuction, mucl~s:; wl ti1 l;hc prr,t-:ent pet'io<! .. 

· in which Arata himself lives a1d which seamn never to have gone 

·. _ . beyond "advanced capi taJ..isrn~ ~..ce i::: a trcrr,entloun 6Juote . . 

' ,· from .Hegel howc:ver, PJ::enomenology, · . . "TI:ediaticr. Q}ino thinr-

1 but salf-identi ty G_rkin"ir ~ tself ou rough an active ~elf-
directed process. 11 The rela tG:"~sh~p to 'h'eb8r is wef'll worked· out 

. 2>~-5' 
but agai.n {p,._ especially) wher0 he spe2.ks of Lukacs "fusl(eS" 

'the Marxian cat·ego~stract labor {NftY. Weber• s category of 

formal rationality. '11.!:.11 in all, the r_e~j;_~on of quality to 

qu~.':~!;Ris handled i toelf as an t~!'~~~:lt'!~~'l.d,,q_f_t.J:!<>. .. :!~.!~ 
. ; ·;,Vi ,6ppre~o.J:i> it is for the worker a~{··:~s,.ful labor" is thP. ab-
?1 \}li\J . soru'te opposl te of a,:stract labor" . isregarding to tall~· that it. 

(\'J\' : JJY;.L. 't:ne concrete h~ is that ubool.ute opposite, who 
1 -j'.f.VIijwants not mPrel;; i:•> r•. reate his"utility" ''"'1 th;;t i:lw only 

·· .. ~~\I c._ _way he f'oels he wi 11 o•Jel·~~un>: n i:~~t:raction is not mox·ely sh·.lntint: 

··\\'~- s\ U'JGUt hi.:.; llll:J<?ric.s btlt .t...r~"':'?:"".!..l_r,.tr total 'LV r!OW htttnan relations• . 

·. \ . be innin" at the oint.of ·rod\J.<.;_i:.l~l!)wi...Ev 11-1-<Hf/. e~1filr1- L}(I'Jv~.:-• .?,· 
. - .. I I tl vJ'' -\v.---, ,j ·~~' ~ -~ c ,\.024~:1 ... _z:L;;\....,\.. ,.,.. 4 ,, t· ., 

7 ,.;rnto ~· i tot:: •lt..\Jkn.c:s Cl:'l ~.i_ill;:~ C f ,Pi1l.l'osophy S 
V'li •. . . . 

th~ulndnat.ion o. ~: 1 .... nr.enentation of thO~ .ir.nncdia~.Y of re-- -, . ·--
(

/ ification',, ar: if what the prrJl~:·t~.·r·i::lt is figh Liff[.(""for-· 
.. -;;- d '-'""sAin"c . "' --r.H;~.o..J:a-ey an no-.;'" pprctaon~1 • 

'J 
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r-------------·-·-. ----~------:-------~--
. I . LUKACS -J-

' ,.1 .-.·.·' \'' ,• 

'"•-' _, .. _-.(' . : · ~:~as against 28 pages of SectiO-n I on the pht:nomenon of reification, 
I ,, !.1 I'~ 

, I ,..} jlnd whereas Section III, "The Standpoint of the Proletar1a .:• <;eel~~ •• 
)\~/to redress the balance, the truth is that there is nothin!!-"tzt'tlJtit';J; · 

')le' the proletariat, but only deductions from thP. concepi' of the prole.,;.] 
ta%-iat:..-a perfectly ~larxist concept, but Mar>'.,;Jtlmllr~ <b. 7 ·· 

J~ ,., concept wa.en' t ''a deduction" but a return to the proce~s fllf pro-
.· .. duc·tio:n where the voice that was "stifled" was heard as well as 
· 1len in b~th its struggles and its attitudes, 

~ ~- · J ·ke the most crucial Hegelian category Mediation, . / . {!fi . ..UPN; 1~ II? ~..,.~ ....... ';l;i' ~ .. ,__......!_ -1 nich Lukac_s l.S tryl.ng very hard to ••11: - a" --,... • .. , 
· · . Mar~a!'...,f,&.rm,~lW-1' f.~ J.s n() m<>re crud~ H~gelian category~(· 'C 

· .. e · Mru.>x.!.r'-"oncrB'i;Ha~.on-meam:- the prole- ' 

_t':"ia..Q!.s su~·ect ~!'e ~~':i.'i.a;t-a.a-oiaaa-:~t;;,~,•-the~r-?;.;;·. -~x 
,freely-assoc~:d pr(J_le~-~.rl.a..t/taking_ destiriy into l. ts own har.d~1 

~- .... :-.. --·:··---:..-·---.-. --~.--.---~--·······-···- .... 
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f. 

the f: ·abr-;clute llppoi.;l te forill oi' workerc relatiuhB at ·the po~nt of 

prod action .i!_nd in !Jolltj.-c:f.:*)·thP. pOl i tl~H] f(•r!r. B t.' lflut di:::overed 

to work o·ut the economic ";'r:!ancipation of labor". xr.x::tx;.{a; 'l'hir; 

statement.· of IrJarx .i.n the Civil \'lar in Franc0 w:.u..: tr.ar!Glat~tl by hlm 

in the ~ F;rcnch edition of capi tc1l wh.tch 0 tresuell '1 the oit~r·_i fic~lnt 

addition~to the sectlon en commodity :r:oti~;hi~~rr. as "onl;{ freely ao-.· 

sociated labor can remove the fct.ishis1<1 frOJr. comn,otlitie~;'', 

~ 
\ J.s f::-ecly associated labor J»,b\3ficornes Subjectt and 

its "the.labor_e_~ 1ho ~root out the fetishiSm and deatroy the 

:r;_eification. lt isn't that LuKacs do.esn•t "ae;r.;.:e"; it is that h:1 

now he·- is so interested in the "univel·saali ty" or .reifica.tion ·that. 

he w-,i tes "even his thoughts and feelings become reifle_cl"'ll (p,t72) 

··l'l.l!li:!UO:lil!!M How then could. th~rker destroy rel.ficatinn? 'O;IioiO.ibol'l't:"'11lle'll~: 

tkii<Jq~>XIld:~~~:tacxis:txacsxa<xO<i'"'& ~nee the ··false manifestatio'n 
· unmediated ee.;\.thf.k.hjk arc abolished, the true_ eXist.ecwe of the 

proletariat as· class wiltegin" (p,172) an·d a·~ that point then we .haver 

"c.onsciousness" and oince "counociou8ncns ls no·thing but thF: exa-·' . 
pression of historica: necessity" (p, -, 77,2.:} 

Lukacr; on the u'ther hr.t~ i2. f:O buny r.1nJrlng .t·o

A,r~o.tion "thr: ~edia to real:i. ty o,f§vc:=v 'Pefs~; ... {"{.;1Tr.{r in ca_oi talist 

society" (p.19'?) thnt becoming conr~eiouu ~~CC1~1:.:; to be 'the enC ... all 
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even· as qu&ntity ar..d c._uaJity appear::; a3 -'..;h0 c.bsul1.!t.::! ccn"'.;r:.i

dfc.ton rather than E'ose!1ce from which we f.itill hrt.V8: to move to 

!'·lcltiot?, that is to Dfly, to t.he Fiboliti~h ·or th0 d1.v:i.:.:ion ·nntween 

Notion and -Reality anc! thence to the unl ty of theorj' snd prac

tic~. Luko.es .. did oave himself by sayinG "Hist~ry ic a·t ito :t~B.st 

auton,atic when it ia the com;cioutmeuo of the pr·olct!.tL"i?~t that ic 
at issue," (p.208) Unfortunatlc;{ that wac; :wt th~ ·ocp;.innlnv. but It~ : ' ~~~·:~~b t•·;(~ ~~ •ut-d ~ .. , 

'!'ha·t praxis did not mean the 

. labor.'ll: but only of labor was r.ot to becouiC~ 

to Lukacu until 

activit.y of the 

cleilr :tu;:tti· even . 
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intepretation Of the Mltian concept of. 'commdotity fetishism I to 
theproblem of culture," 

~·s 



''n1' 

.· 

··~) 
:tf.J· ·~,I 
' lf' 't'll·; 

}.·~/· 
'·/ 

..... , --·~·- .. '--~~· ... •-: ,.,, ' . 

Lukac;-J 
"In the case o:f labor, theru is also 'the possibility of· its 

higher development, which it ontologically imparts to it by man act·

ing, Already in this way, but wholly an a consequence o:f the trans-

!ormation of the mere i.•eactive-paasive adaption of the re['roductive 

processes in the 'environment, through ita conscious and active mete-

morphosiS! labor does not become merely 

of social being attains its expression, 

a fact, in which the new type 

but(!!;ite ontologillalW ~r-
rives at a model case of a wholly new :form of being.• 

"Labor consists of telic (teleologischen) projects, which 

set the respective causal aeries in motion," (220) . .: 

:-::·;we-;;;pae to examine ·what economic necessity consint~~~' · 
At the outset, it should be emphasized that t~is is not a natural:' '. 

necessary process," though l4arx himself, in his polemic with ideali 

occasionally ssion~ 

In previous economic development, we can see 

developments, which. have, it is well-knovm, come topass, often very 

" ~ unevenly, independently of men's desires and-knowledge, V{hich also 

. ' . lie at the _foundation of our telic projects. I 

·,\-!,.. 1\o/ ~ socially necessary working time, labor-time for 

VJ ~·Vhumak rep o.duction, tends constantly to diminish." (228) 

1 ~ ~ •seco , this process of reproduction itself became ever 

·!._{.f m?re socially \r,;te;;'sive, j (2.28) 
' ~ \ ' '\: \\\i{J'_:~ ,~'\..~ ",.,that all the decisive instances of human rep~·oduction 

~~N<,r· (such as nourishment and sexhality) become transformed permanently 
''\N#" " . ' and essentially~nto social moments in their own right.~ 

. (\iv· ) . •,~, ~ economic development creates more and more critical 

qualitative as well as quantitative relations .•. At present one :finds 

realized the greater and greater economic predominance of the inter

national market, already showing, at the very least, an economically 

unified humanity," (229) 
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