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;" · . ~The Hundred ~ owers Campaign and the Chi ness Int ellentuale' 

1
,;. ~~ }'Oderink M., .!!Ullar 

( r.l 56 In~:y, 1966 Mao m9.i'.S a SpBe!lh Whinh had thP slogan "Let 8 
· [ jptl!J< l:undredowei's §loom~ le.t e. hundred schools contend" whinh was 
:· •"" never publish!ld and wh ioh was orlgiaally intended to be only for. 
"Lr~w"' t!!e literary tiold, rut whinh develope>d into eo lmmene1.1 a nampaign 

)1·. ·~~.' . thhf!.tl even thlel :'IIIDJI:Ud " tqiuf'iinn.kttit;;aliamtpaarii~"s~hpni. nrehsosilao~meofd t1tha' tn~ndsttheaed 
. · 1. w a a so-n a .. e ran a A• " 0 .. " ~ 

t' vv-tv-~"'' or ono hundred flowurs blooming one hundred weeds •~ere shown still 
iJ-<,.f.'fvel stands for the briuf nert•Jd of ouoosition, Indeed, it will go down 
____....-...-- in history, 

Obv1 "uslv, in 'the m•mmer of 56, there were strikes by workers 
and students, whtah W'lre originallv thout;.nt not to be serious, ~rat 
,least aould be C-:rltrolled U fr!JII ·~!Ja t'JJ), 1'his was followed by a 

'.6Jfoer.b by Mao on Feb, 27, 195'7 , wh1nh however' t~s.a not nublished ror 
.. aoma months after some heavy editing, and wh1oh ndmitted that"eome 

. 1 ,'peogle" ·were te,king advantao;e of the Hungarian Rev'n, and hoped that 
·::this nritia1sro W"Uld develop into one in China but etn., eta., (speeah 

ori how to handle contradinttons amone the people), r;/ · 
· ~ ir'

1
'· ·'if:--, page 14D-l411 L1n-l:!91-11ng, atu~ (Pe..Qillli.!.B Daily;,, 

11\l.na.-30) 1 "Tl'UB 1al1 m i ~fil:t demooratio, tJut the soo1al1sm liB \ 

·'~·.: 
.·. hlive .h!'~;1s not de1110nrati<J, I nan this soaiety a. sonial1sm sprung · ' 
. :!'r~ni''thoi.'ib. aU.i<l of feudal1snrd!1 .. Sh"" aalled nerta1n phonomenon e, nlass 

.avstem, sli.j•1ng that .it had already' entered all ospeots of li:!'e .. saying 

··.··0 that the ·sanla1 syotem itself produnted 'three ev11s!,. beoa .she·. 
n.ilu ld not 't heorat inally e-v.plain how a an1a 11sm J'l!l!XjllQ!I pr oed the 
three ev1lwhe said with 1ll ter1or mot1 vas ~ .ail' pt•odtlnti ve 

·: t'oroes i'n "botlt-,J:.tuL8ovi e t Un~d-Oh'1:na-wPt•e verv .low and that these. 
two nountries hadndt yet9'ffm1n :1ted. nlass d1 fferenneo,,,, moreover 
quoting. Engles theory that one nountry eannot nonstruet sonial1sm 

·and Lentn 's diotum that sonailism is the elimination of nlass, she 
arrivecl,~ the nonnlusi~n that present-day Chlna !lrld ''ussia are not 
soa1allf~.. 9he loudlv df>manded a searnh for 1 true so niali!Jm 1 and ad
vooat6d usino; explssive meawre to reform the present s'Xlie.l syetem, 

!~f5EL23.4 ~;,---~-~nt~n, M~y-i_!l) Workers!' Strikes& "~inne last year, 
/·workers ·xn··tha provrn·ne have involved themselves in thirteen strikes 

( and •:rou'>le-making ind1dqn ts, The nontrad1ot1ons flnd main expression 
1 in the :!'allowing points; 
' Irrational wage system •••• 

~I ant a:!' demonrany in i'ant ory management. Annordl. ng t a the report 
\ of the Cant.on IJommittee, if all t.he fantory superinte'ldente in the 
\ mun1nipality were slanted by the workers, less than 50% of the el(isting 

I fan tory superintendents w ?Jld ge themse lvea elented,.,. 
Tha quest ion of workers 1 welfare. BolliA of the pr able me involving 

publio mess halls, lavatories, medin'\1 nlin1ns r.nd dormitories which 
1 nould and should be solved are left un rolved. In thP. nasa of those 
1 wh1nh nannot be solvad, the reason is not m<v.l.e 
· known to the workerR, Thie is also a nause of d19satisf3.r.tion among 
\ the w arke ra •• • • 
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-'fhe author divl.des th3 hook intlo an introduction whi~h lle nub 
"The End of an Illusion" "'hioh refers to tm hundr'>~rs campaign 
or more Apecifiellly the~~~um~~r or 19 in which 
what ber.9JIIe known as "blooming and r.ontendin~<" : 1Vere Pfore t,he 
reoti f'ioation campaign began; tl19n a trelude oa :Ued 11 A Feeling of 

· Ea1•ly· llpr1ng11 whir.h refers to the speech of l{ao on Feb, 27, 1957 
the s.ot·~al text of the soeenh publ:1ahed on June 18 :tnd the first 
and immediate reaction. to it, th!lt is to eay to the adm1.esion that XllliEI\ 
there were o:ntradiotions a!JI'Jng people, and therefore in thP Ohlnese. 
Rep'ublio. There is also RO 'IJpilO!;'.lC by G,F. Hudson who tries to . 

. analyse :Dill 11 Ch1na and the Communist Thought" whiC>.h ended with the 
Nov. 57 manifesto of the 12 ruling CP 'e of the Sino-Bovie t bloa, tll9 

··onslaught 'on Tito ,· the exooutior\ ot• Imre Na~, and the Khr.-Ma• 
lli.eeting in Peking in July 58 • • or one thing, Russia immediately 
da!lles that there were ·any r.ontrad1.cttons .in Russia, wh.inh was. a 
aooialiet society. · 

'!'he overwhilming p'lrt of the book, how ever, pages 35--260, called 
"Blooming 'l.n<i Contending" :~~XXX ie actual. artinlee from ··the of finial 
ComlllUnist China press w'hioh take up the oppositi'Jil of every s_egment 
of soaiety although heavlly weighted for the intelligentsia, never
t.helesa it inoludes peasants <tnd WQri'Brs, forme of leading non-c'sts 
in the bourgeois world, .rel1..;1oue 'md minority groups. All of tiDm 
opposed the total p~rty control. For exam9le, People8s Daily, June 2 
quotes ono of the non-C'st editors saying "in my opinion the key lie.e 
in the idea 1 th at the world belongs to the l:'artv • I thir.k a Party 
leading a nation is not the B9.me thing as a P!<rty owning a natlpn. 11 

Or the NCNI\, Peking June 18 nontr'l.ets the lend-lease of the U.s. with 
the kind of relief gotten by China fr'lll Jluse1a thg,t did not repay for 
anything 1 t took :"1 t will take our oountry more tlBn ten years to 
repay the loans from the s.u. if we nan ever repay tll'lm. Besides we 
he.ve to pay interest to the s.u. China fought for socialism but look 
at tpe result." . (J e.- ~ ' r-r. -c-

~- \'· ' 1'~"1, ·:. ~ 
1 
e,~ .... -~l'A:f.-U'-_0,_,.. r .)J.~-~/-;:',t~IC. . e.--rt pJ <.-.../<~; 

(' :~~"S-/';;vJt:::. ---· ~--v\ /'~fi/~J:"t''-f/ . ·1~~ ·• rv-~rv.<·J woJ'--- /dy,..,_N'1 \,.,0 ;9'j (!;ge 57@ II\ Ju~e :~he wJy I ~k ~i:'it ~ow is that the rev'n was 
worse th. an a r.h:1nge of dynasties and Uvinl',; in sunh a sooiety ie heart 
breaking." 0 c- ·5( ft·~fL-, 

' \ 

v . 

~ 
PaF,es 73··6 '!'wo..r&be-lliett~St s:lliu Pin-yen from the Chinese 
Youth newepa.""r who had n9ci the . '3.rty in Sept.~refPrred to the 
re.n king cadres ... s "e. privilep;ed ole. ~;:md <tnothe O.'.at...-tr~he...NCNA, 
Tai Hu9.ng stoted "the old ruling o a ~has been o -rthrown but a new J 

rul to<~ ~lJ;,es h .a. arisen.. ThP. eva tioo of thte will lead to an amalga-
mation with Taiwan." ._·,.

0
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'llll9 ~oholars \te rtin . . . t the Ch' na People 1 s 
Unive!l.ty ~oil Peking, hO.n!E!'Ei.Daily May 3 ) they openly spok'l 
abou.t Pi the nasses m~:1 ~vel•tnrowv~ir,~- fiiil no~.n·1" t :,., .le.snl"ibed as 
unp'lt .otio for the\ . IJQilJ!. C 1 ista no 
lona;er serve the pe op!e • • • • han the CP entor"C. th<> nity in'49 the 
oommon people welnom"d it with food and drink '>nd. looked \lpon it as 

1 ~ a benevolent fa roe. Tod'l•t the nommon people nhooae to eatr~· t.hem-
1 · selves :f'rom·the CP aa if itsmembers were ~ads andc2lv1ls •••• -tpe p!\rty 
, membera beh'lva like nla1n-nlothes polino; '!.nd pl-.ne th'l m'l.Baea t.nder 
' · their serveyanoe. The party members are not. to be blamed for this, for 

,:; .· the party org!mizat1on 1nstruntu them to D gather infor'l!ati~'-" 

.:EXX Y!!:ng .Sh1h-ehan on May 17, 57 sent a ten~us~d word leiter' 
to Kaa some of whinh was published on July J.3 wh tc a id: 11 Compar1ng 
aur method of 1aassanre with th 'l.t adont6d by the fas ts 'lt Aunhswi)!:ll, 
the latter appeared more tJlu.msy and nhildish (at s;ny'k_a.t tee they hiryd 
e.xen~tion.ers ~ bu_t moe;,t

1
pr.ompt and benevpl~). ··"?/ 

. ,_~~ ~tl'v>· r1 "'!± ,SL\1.1~ f-:1-- ·. 
Thll I1P l:!'l.s 12 million members, ~s than I%~J!f the total populat1on 1 ··· 

. · .. ~0 t' ~he sohohrs as'~!td,"~'~ 600,000j" l!lople tB.-lloome the . 7./ "((i)i! ~ subJents of thl.s 2:' of the populo.tioro7 .~} >.-vf1J;!v~.,/-··/r~ 

•. 
/ 

I~ 
' I L .. 

. ·~I. "There has been 11 o so ni alist dem onraoy in • tl,te ye!lrs s~'hoe the · 
.. ·· ·~"'.i.iberati~n,o•itld 11hru domaaraoy the~~~~;,Pita~~.~~ 
·' -~~the~~pita:IiBt n'Otltrtr~ "!!P.;~~-:'omg ··•·· 
:·.head of the propaganda dept. of the 0 1 l.st Youth League itne l'tcn;ma1, . · 

ColleFIE! thl~~ "lll kinde of important questions are denidecl upon 
by aix persons -- nha!trma.n l~ao, L1u Lshao-oh 11, premier .Oh:l!l-et!-lai· and 
those above the rank of the sen'y general of the party no.nter. The 
deatiny of 600,000,000 is dietated by the pen of these oix man and 
how o,an they .know tho a<•tual situation? At best the:v nan make an in
spection tour o• the Yellow River and swim anrooR·the Yatg;se 11 (the 
Deferenne 1s to Mao aw immtng across the .Yangtse in May 1956) • 

It, was not unnommm for theatl critios to refer to the l"llling 
ps.rty le~1ersas 11 C'eudalpr1nnea 'lrld sttnk1na; nh9rlatans". The youth 
were aa usual the most militant P..nd did not limit themselves to talk 
but enp;'lo;ed in quite a il!e14 strikes and clmonstrations, ,.nd the leader 
of these was Lin Hsi-linf). Naturally all or them later beP.;an to be 
referred to '1.8 rightists, noun tar-revolutionaries and when referen oss 
would be made to the fqnt that the studon ts said that the rule was 
"not mu nh different from Hi tle r 1 s rule" it was P..lways in ord.er to point 
the finger at them. ~"or exa'lple, in the Kiangsi Daily, Sept. 6, the 
write-up on the "attA 1 ot to renr7ate the Hungarian innident" and 

(p'lge 169)aome hagan to talk like Ch~ Po-nhun, first deputy nhairman 
of the Demonratin Leao;ue, ~ saW', udenta a·t the Hankow snhool under 
tho minatry of education will presero a petition. Students strike in 
other planes 911d the situation is serious ••• if the students Rppeor in 
the streets and the people follow th1 n~<s will a;et out or n ont.rol 11 

(Peo~le's Daily, July 4) 
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. ·The final ssotion deals with the raantion of the rulers to this 
operi opposition and the ao-nalled anti-r,.e;htist naurpaign that ltollowed,. 
:nthe bloomir•g and nontsnding", (Pages 265-2'?; has l!ao-toe-tllng's speea)1 

·as,. itapptla.red ari'd the differsnnea in the liaraaw versi"Jn which obviously. 
was the original way the speenh was written before the June publinat.ion,,, 
Parti<JUlarly interesting is· page 2•ro wh1 oh obvi oucly tries to malw · 
Mao·n the .disnoverer of the nontrad1ntion; "Marx and Engil.ls did not 
knuw about these probl8111a for obvious reasons. Lenin mentioned them 
bu;t did' not enlarge upon them, b"oause during his l1i'et1me, as a rsult 
of f-oroign intsrvP.ntit~n it was d1ffinult t9 speak abrut intarnal pro
blems only. As fo ,. Sta.ll.n .XX his op1n1ona can he Mnsidered only 
negatively," The "them" is a rsferenne to "nontradintions. 11 and he 
reveals th!< t up' to Qf*X'OW 1954, Boo, 000 we i'B "liqu ida t&d11 as 
.enemies of the people, 
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