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(£) RAYA DUNAYEVSKAYA, 1~71 

11i!&aolJ.ton 1..ol'11nin~ 11 , 
ol• 

Dial00ties gr Ltb~~3tio~ 

~'" !:ttarnatiotl<u 
Phllooophic Conforonc'3 

Ons 'IO:!l'd nll<'l.!e to bs s .. l.d about tho title of my P~!l""• 

"Doog..U.n !e:tlnism" is tho title t.l>.e 1'&los gavo it ns thoy "t.as~nocl" . ·. --
~pica. I :all it "l>ialeotico of Liberation. 11 n>.e four co.,traJ 

points of ''HegeliAn . Loninisrn, or Dialectics of LibAro. tion" .,.,., 

. ·· iOna, that Whi~h--!.~in deuign&tad AS 11DL.-~lect1o Propet-n.. 1\Jo, 'Ibc 
• • - '· '~ ' '• •' ' '"o.-._ • ' 

DialocUc or :n,;p~rialism, on the one. haocl, and tbo llotioMl Quostio1l, 

·'·on tbe oth&• hand, Dialectic Dovelcp111snt and Collapse .of ·tho r!olshevil< 

Liac)GI'ohip ·is '?ur th:!rtt !>Oint of concelltra t:i.on. Finally, we tiome. to 

·Dath ~ Disloct$01 Ilivarsion of na..uey and Thou.;ht; 

Nov, tbs.n, .let1s go adventuring with J.on!~ an h" meats Hegel •. 

lr1Wu.oomunicatiur. het;.:oon tho agau J.'lllKSS for an oxoiting happening 

when the min:! of a revolutionary materialist is pitted against the :ttind 

of a boll:'gaol.s idealist philosopher 'W!1o diseoveroo 11 rovo1utianary 

dislsatic, So stroll;! is tho illw!>.i.n.ation, it casts on tho rela.tionship 

of philosophy to "revclut1en in Lonin 'a ora that wo got n gli»p•o D.ls~ 

or the challonees w<> facu tooay. 

You, no doubt, know tho hi.storic moment of tid s occ\tronaa - tb~ 

wnl'ld fallin!J apo.rt au tho octbroak of tha firut uorld \m" GW~pt 

3stabllsh.25!_ Marxism o.long in c1 tidal 1-avo ~f de:tatru~t1on. Hat ~oro than 

facts, facto, faots are nnodod to grapplo with tho compuloion l..<Jnln felt 

to unearth tba paot - not ~n.ly tho phL'tosophic wiglnG or Ho.rxism in 

Hegal, but tho naver-endine roturn to thnt point of or.iv,in. ny ,..,; 
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living the ehook 'Of rooogni tion L<Jnl.n ""P&rienoed in his enoountc.r 

,;it.h Hegel,, we btoQOIIIO wi tn.,;a t.o tho tranafusion of th& litel?J.Ood of 

. t.h .. .:lielect1a -.the negAtion of the negatl.on, i.he transforcat!.or. of 

reo.liey u ....U, as of thought as l.Min writao: 

''Who would bellvvo that t.'>ia - the IIIOV8Jllent and 1o9l.f
NV~II!it1 ••• spontan(~wr. 1.nternsJly ... n0oNesrr 111:ov~ 
llMt1 • •• 

1reoV8Jlant and 11te1 1D the core of 'ii'GgW.ianiaM', 
<>t allat.ro.ct. and abst.rUllo (d11'ficult, r.bsurd,j liogalianlsm17 11 

(Ap!'onclh, I>W', p, 331; Vol. 38, p.l4l) (l) 

The ao~..ivist, the Parey man, th" materiall.st, the !'l"Ol?tarisn re

\'DllltiOIIIU';y 1a ur.diJl"going "absoluto. negatl.vity" as. he IIIOVOS in the 

~JJ1te, absolute opposite dil•ectM>n, frora the "photocopy" ·'tb...,r.r 

Wb~hha<\ p....;~ted hia ~arl,y matsriall.stio MatoriaM!!J! and !il!!pirl,l!~ 
erit19iaa1 

/lew ba -..rit88: 

"Alia~• Man 1a oognitl.on not only rorlects the; objaotive 
'liDrld, but ·crMtes it." . (M&!o', Appendix, p, 34?; Vol. 
38, p.· 212) 

Lest &IJ3'l'ne think that this is either sheor Heg.,liR.nism o.l)<i, "there

tore, Jlll"& idealism" - or Maoist vol.untarisra, lst. bird or her return to 

the solid grow.! on wbioh lmlin utood as his mind prepared fi>r :revolut~on, 

pNletarian revolution. Now, hold on ti{l;ht to Lenin's new concreto 

universal - "to !1. ma.n11 - the populntion "to a man11 rl4Ming production 

and the stAte. It is the polAr oppocite of 11 1ho '111ought of Mao Ts~tung" 

tholt daludes itsalf' in believing that, by fiat, "the holmsMn11 can 

11abolloh11 tha ob teativity of llngel 1s law of oon!;radtctior.. 

No mattm· how often Loniu reminded hl.ma~lf that h~ ""'" roading 

Hagel "material1sticall,y11 , no matter how he lashed out ar,ainot what 

be called the "dark waters 11 of snch abstraotiona ao lfiJe1r.g ... for..Self 11 , 

and despite tho fact that in his firot con!ronl;lltion with categoriea 
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or the Doctrine of Notion - Unival"o:;l, l'nrtioular, Ind!.vidUBl _;.. hs 

start, ~aap&d that theoe abstractions caM"y " historic ...... ning; a .. 

theo•oror., eid$d at Once with HOf,~l'H i<Jar,liBM •. 0 &caiMst what he 

"'lha idu of the tranaformation or the iC:Nl into th" 
relll is proftlfl; Vwy iMportant fer history - Again•t 
vulgC!' lll&tr. "• h1l, The difference of the ideal 
fro.. the material is also not unconditional, mt axcess-
1va,11 {M&F App&'ldix, ?• 3291 Vol, 38, p, lllf) 

!lot on:J;y was Lenin gaining a niiW appra:>io.tion of llogel'• idoaliem,. 

·or the··.,o....,en.t ard ael.f.....,v"".ent, both of thought and rselity, l!e 

;· ·. allo stopped OOWiterposing Essence to Appearance as if one were only 

- "abO!" and :tb&: othor tbe onlY ~'reAl". 'lbe · omt, and ·the ot:ohor, 'trttre 

"aoeroto11 (the IID!pbasis is LoniM's) of a oonoroto tOteJ.ity; froM 

1ibicb """" aaua~ should not be singled out: 

to single out causality troni tbia, It 
.illljpor1slLbl.e to reject tho oblootivity of n.>tiono, the 

the Wli varsal in the particular B.lld in tho ... 
"Just 118 ths siliplo value form, the individual act of 
exChange or a given commodity with another, al>-oady i,_ 
clud1111, in undeveloped farm, !!!:, major contradictions of 
aapitallam, - so the simplest senaraliZlltion. the first 
and U111pl""t for~ of noticna (Judgments, syllogisms, ?to,) 
signifillll the over-<ieeper knowlodgo of the pb Jective world 
coMeet1onB. It is naoet:.~sary here to seek the r8ii sonse, 
signifioanc~ and role of the Hegelian ~i), This Nil." 
(M&F, Appendix, p, 3391 Vol, JB, pp. 17. 9 

You can teal tha llberatiw, effect on Lonin of hio battJ.es tdth the 

cate:gorieo in the lloctrino of the Notion -· the Univoroal, tho Part.. 

iouJ.ar, the Individual, tho very categories ho had first cE.lJ.ad "a 

best way or getting a headache." He """ bogino hittin~; out, not ~eaiMst 

Hegel, but a~aiMat 11arxists, himllolf included, Though Moscow'" ~;ngl1sh 

transl4ter loft out tho omphasis, 1M the plural form of lfo.rxisi!,, th""" 

is no ICY to li!Odify Lonin 1s conolu•ion that: 
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"liGna of tbe i'!Arxiot1!. un1erstocd Marx, It is l.npqsaible 
full,r to grasp Harx1s C..pit:l~ es~ecialJ,y its ti~st .. 

·· ob&pt;ftr, if you b~ov., n<'t stmied throt:,:h e11d Wlderatood 
the !!l!or• pf Regal's Ioe:tc," (M&F. Appendix, :.>· 3401 
.'lol. 3 • p. 180) 

Now Lenin bad no nood to wait for the Pactr·ine of Mtion to s,_,..gl.. 

out the unity of oppositos to ba th~ core of t.ho dialectic, He had 

clona as llUcb in th.<> llootrin'J of Being. 

Elren from a puraly tachnioal point of view, it is crucial to abo.!\' 
,,, 

.one l<hat bapj,.onod to LEmin after he 11conaigned God and the pt.Uosop!>io 

rabble that dofe:tds God to the rubbish heap", after hs k"!>t boing """T 

of Begel'ri "Absolute", one" he ent""od tbat realm of "pure thought". 
' . ' 

As aga:l.not ·the 13 page& Lenin devoted to the Prefaces and Intl'o.. 

cluat1on, 22 pagee :to Doctrine of lleing 11m J.S to the lloctflua or··!illaano.,, 
. · · · to ·the Dootl'ine o!' !lotion . 

he, not onl.Jr dtnlotod 7l pagaa/(tbat is more than the total pag611 .d .... 
vot<rl to all the rest <>f the Science of Lode), he also tc.rmult.tod, nut 

miJ'l'al,y ".Jottinga'l>, 4 five pag& artiolo "On the Quootion of DiBlll<'tics", 

!Ohioh ems tdth .. veritable panegyric about. "th" living tree of living, 

ff4'tlla, go.nuine, powerful, oMnipotent, ob.Jootive, absolute hlllran 

knowledg,., 11 (Vol, 38, p. J6J), 

Note the contradictory and true .Jamming up of opposites, "absolute" 

am 
1
'bU1118.11

11
• To·it&rd tho "'xi of tha Science of !Ddo, as Lenin stopped 

sh,y~ auay from 11Abs~lute 11 , wasping thut the true "Absolut~" is ., 
11
absi.iute negatlvity" 1 the oousaloss nogati""• not only of. the old, 

but also of thn first ne,(&tion, ho hsld en tieht to tho Abeolute 

Method, noting further, "This N8: The richest is thA •.oat oonore~ 

and 1110st !!,Ublootiv~" (Vol. 38, p. 2)2), criticioing ll"l!el for m.•ldng 

a. cilstin.ction betlleon 11simple 11 negation and 11 tho a.bnolute11 : 
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_"tite-d1~:.·erdnl!6 ls·not c'loul' t;,.r.:o, ir:; n~t tho 
nba.J_·lu·te_. equ! vU:ltH1 t C:J tl1a ·m~ru oonor~te?" · 
(Vol. :sa, p • .;z,;) 

orate un:i c bsoluio, tiC :;lu~; t ao ~h-J t Lonln uid throu£:l:out the 

battle d tr, the o:;o1tlnoe of Lot;io: held in.; i>e!'or~ his mind • a 

eye,. or to uso. u phrase of tho you no; 1einrx, "the eu(lle eye of 

mind•, someth1nr.; aa concrete und uni.versnl. J.e the ro~turo M"""'" 

CO:oi tai. 

~'bus, wllon Ler1in snic th,_ot n ~.:enulne obstrr.otion 1.11 

.truer than. oensuulity, Lenin, (who la tulkin;l t~ himaolf, 
' ' 

ertOUin~t Wl th himself, und uakino: him~eli' d return and !'UrJhe~ 

work out ~be meoninO: .of thia u·r thut Jih1lo$OpLlo catao;ory .. and 

ita rolutionship to !·.lurx•s eoonomic catc.:oritJs), Lenin there 

puints to t.ha·.: rt:!~ltel" tru.th in ·•value'' c.!ompal'ed to the mGrkot. 

lly tile timo even th" .• bu~lute loseu i.ts G~d-l1l<.e ret-

i>~hi!llll .oud bee'"'" s concrete, huruun to Lbnin, '"' explod<la into 

all thu r.:eneruli-.utions bout noue huvino; previouuly •1n~er-

stood i.iarx, ·;bout Plekbunov, h:JVint£ written thou9nndo upon 

thousuods :Ji' pa;;eu :.>n ·'thti diulectic" b1.1dli 't !.,mdt.:ratood ''the 

dialoctic ;,lropttr'' beouu.uc lm h::ll not battled 't'71th ;.)ai~noe 01' 

Lo&iu itself, :1n;1 the ne~d first how to c~ntinu;.: the '-·;ork o!' 

Morx. 

II • 

Put 

Diuleotic of I01porial1a.,, and o~ Natior ... l 9neatlon 

di!1'eruntl~{ 1 l..}IIJ \ti:llDctlO fo tl10 Unity Of 

oppooitos, ·.1hon it ia under~t:,od :~ tl:u ~run .. "'lt..!e.!! from one 
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to. the other and \ihu tr:.i.n,..1';Jrt.aht1oa ulso ol' tir.ut nobuti~n --

the.!!!!..~ !leo;ativity ,,lor.o oain.: thu '<u.rnin;; point. li:;:st 

t~eu llt!.p. one ~I·•.asp ..~iUlr..:ct.!.uul U.uvalupau.wt l.hrut.q,;il ~.:uutru

dintion in ll:>t1on "" elle uo .. oluto medi•ttion fEe, the• ob~tr:Jot 

Uni vernal ohrOU!iil). the i'urtioul•:r w:;ucn t 12. ~b~ lnd 1 vi du"l, tho 

oo!lornte. They then all ocjj;in to u. ouume flosh nnd bloou •JII 

the l!!.ternul dialeotlo, r.ot thot of ~xternol reflection, out 

the. process ot: beooeUn~:, in actuality, in the 11llllled1ute 

phenomenon, "o that Imperiali!lll is not merely tba pllonomcn"l 

· expresii!on ot: the lute at stu:,:e of On pi "alism - monopoly - lmt 

·· . .1a .:ew c;.t: proleturiun revolution • 

' "the soololO!!Y o:r kno.,led!jje", whicll da:.:radce hiatol'Y, .merely 

to turnishinl: ''backr>rOUlld" !'or mukin~; lO'Jnarali;,utions {as it' 

1 t ·were ~Ufticicnt morely to nota tlH l oonoluw1ons :~rc: not 
., 

·made up of the whole cloth, but ~r<> Juri vect from uctiH.il fuctu), 

Lenin "1ded with the He.:cl1•1ll "iulr.otic· in Ha ~ •t~ck cr. the 

ar~tlletiO muthod O! ui:lstruct ldant1ty, tlut re<]Ul.rOd Ull 

!;iven llll.iteriul como !'ro;u cXt<lrnuJ. rofl.,ction. 

Lenin's ;,otubooku on 1111p11rlul1"m Qlc;clou.•s ;,bot wol:lda 

upurt Lenin' • u tudy :;f imporiulia•, io ""t only !'r<>ic. tllc l> utruy-

from .~tudit!a by r~volutioo .rio.!U Like i..uxom.bur.:, ~~nd ··the Datch'' 

?unnek.ock, Uortur, doland-Host -- ~tho,;;t Lenin e~·J oulloci 'the 

~md y~.:t tho'J.;ht th:1t :.tll of tlwir vii.Hos :m tht! ll~:tlorzul u_ue:ction 

• ..,~33 l. .. .., .. 
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': ... . b~tra_yed attitl¥iea or· 111mper1alist economisru,". Ler.1n app:r.ted 

;•" 

to thllifa \.t.o,.di<! nat &1'.\&BP. ~·relationship, oro. ;,~r" ccrrflctly put, the 
. ·· ·, .. , · · to ap81'1allmn· · ·.· 

direct ilppoio1t1ori/~t tbe 'tun~ for. ael£-det..,.mL-.ation which thlireby 

ge.va ,;.;oi.a1' ~eno.r to the Nat1onl Quostion, tUit. r,nJ.y ••• "Pl'lnoiple11 ;' but 

u"bao1llu811fo.- proletar.W. 'revolution. 

Lenin ..U 1ntrano~aant ·in his o.lebat"" with bis Bolah1Jl1k colleasuao 
1 . . ' . . 

on the qll6lltion, liitt~. out ""J'6ililill.Y 'ae;A!mt NikOlai Bukrnlrin wliooe . 

.,,. 
Serious !Iarxist revolutionaries, aware that thoir tosk of I'ostat-" 

1ng Marxism far thair age, keop their eyae glued on th& objective ait

uation, not &G 1£ 1t WI!I'B a Mere compiling Of tho l'ltaat baodlinos, bUt 

requ1r1n1! serious analysis 1n st:-iot ra.l.ationohip to the "subjoot.\Ye 

situation." What, however, nono wore opprossively aware of bt:l:fore 1915, 

was that the objective situation has n dislaotio, ar.d the suh.Jactive a 

dialectic of its own; the jamming up of these oppositou l.a a gr.,.,t d601l 

btoth ~a complroc: !!E_ more conaroto thnn tho more rnpbtition of th.l l-Ords, 

capl tal/lal:.or, 

At tho turn of the century, it had become clear. that a totally now 

stage 1n tho development of oapitoliom llad been rMobed. Analystsche,;an 

facing that reality, '!he first waa by liberal bourgeoift e:>onoad•t,Uoboon 0 
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· .. t~:study of Imi>grialisr.l ln 1992, hdidCik th'ot .,;nyl. tal.llk!l 
) 

~'sho~ld ~· chriJ.l;,ee "this "p011 cy. u 

'l'he 1'l.r~t Mnrxis't study or. the Ill w phenomenon, l>y H1l1'crd

illl:, WOlj puhlislled· in 1910, i'inance Cnoi tal.· It was pr31eed 

for e1ni;;1in~; ou ~. tlli o new .rea tu.re ,· lonnk cap1 tu1, •Jr;d ror 

aaseiti~;; th"t this high s~a~:e or Ol1p1tal1sm made' 1• esaier 

for the .d1otatorsh1p af the, J,>ro1etul'iat "to t!lke over" this 

'orfanization or industry~. Like the cotel:Ories in ;;oser..oo, .;· 

:.· 

.. ". :' :.If 1913 Rosa ·LWi:e!llbur~: published her atudy of 

:··~l~o~-o!.llm~· !.lu!:·1~~~1~o~n~··~o~rwC~'a~;:"'i=.t~a:!;l;,...· cone en trutin~; her stu~.y on .the ·re-
, ,-,:, . . ·. r"" 

•. i'iiti oni!_hip 0 r oa p 1 ta 11 am ' 
to llon:'oupitnl18t11, th •t is, imperial-

' · · ism•a' ouririno: u~ o1' til"· co 1onies. ..e ounnot· hure <2!o 'into 

the .why what he;:un us·" &Upp1eL1ent to lt.urx•s Capital, !tn 

updilltinll: or "primi ti v~ u OOUfllUlu ti on r:t capital" "" the re~.l, 

the aotual, the on;,;oin(l ilcoumul:lt1on of oepi tul, ended ea 

'.'~ 

n r·evi Gion or Marx's ~relt tut;t theoro t1 ou 1 work. . .. 11 th:..~ t oozt- i· :; 

O<!rns us l:e re -- outside or tbofuct til .t Lenin oppoaeC: i>oth 

its und~r-ocnoumpt1on1~r.l· 11:d it.:J w.ron" COI.tntcrpo~lit1on of 

theory to real! ty -- 1u th d. t:..u prt:sen t cluima D,r the vwGu~ys, 

I.iundels .:.nJ JOUthful ttXjJOneuts ol' Lhe ''Thin:a .;orld" us the 

onl~' l."ovolutionu.r!us not•••! th.,tltnJ!Jl~, :>o.;u 1 uxau.~.bur:,; com-

1''53t; ,., '"' 
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will buve exhausted 1'tsclr from twvina n~~ll~·i t~li:;t areas to. 

exploit,, tha prolet,;rint would overtlirol.'l it, 

In 1915, llukharin publ1<1Lod hi•; 3tady, "Im;:.crir.l1am 

and ~:orld ~conomy. ...~aa1n, therewaa no ori·tioiam of z~ 

Capital; the lllta&t "Updatin~;;" ex ponded the ;;eo~;ro phi a area 

lll.o'aally, and, like "the Dutch" and Luxembur~:, nm all Marxint 

revol~t1onar1aa, he ur.oompromicinl;].y i'OUi;ht tho aooialst 

ietrayer., and tbeir upoloaista, the Kautskys with hi a theory. or 

ultra-ill!perialisu. ,.g51n, tho- proletari .. t wns tra:.tcd us_ o~je_oti ... ·· 

1-&nin, Lenin did .not note it, and i>lowin~&lY introduced !Jukhurin's 

· w_orlt, 

In a .few montha, however, he turned u.:sinst all previoua; 

' atudiea.· He 3tartod ~new the unulysis of Impcr1ul1um as trrins~ 
. ' ------

1'ol'll1llt1on into Oppoui to or completion into I.'!Onopoly ou,91 talisll! •. 

Krupskaya noteo in her llernoirs that she hnd never seen hill 1n 

a lllar_e~olllpromiain'" atood. \le ::::ldo huve BukhRrin's letter free~ 

New York, ol3coe;in..: Lenin no~ t:> a::mduct his :>olemics on the 

Notional '-uustion in " wu:r thut would exoaorbntc ral!!~iona with-

in tbe Bolshevik 1,: roup, 

In the ~ tru~:flle ucuinst the aetro:r<>ra. una· for there-

oonatitution ;.t· !.iarxist int'H'nationoliom, L••uin found thut wun 

umon~;; rovr.lutionarioa thora wua uo (;;l.ullp .. t ull o1' t!w JluluatJ.a 

ot rov:>lutlon, thu catulyat for ~role t"r lun ro volution tlw t"'*J!e 

stru«ilo 1'01' ael1'-dut.cr;u.lrwt1on wus. 'l'ho oiiuluctlo 'Mts not 

''philosophy;• or, to phruat:J 1 t HlOro prt:Ciacly, ph.:U.osophy, 

diulectio woa not Gn ~..o bstr...~ction; 1 t \·ms tl1i: alc;abrn of ra-

volution tlwt wus iuhorunt in uoonomicB rcl11tions. ~·~.s it 
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those ow~:nifioent Irish re V'Qlu ti onnr!o s hndn' t upbea ved the 

worl'i1, the Mar~1st t!-:e~rct1oi~mo oJntinuod t!) t-rant the uotter 

quantitatively, or,· n1ore "r"oisely out, anne ~ubjout. 

Even before those =nses 11sre in motion .-- the n1ajor 

p1Jl't or the t{oteltoolts on Imporinli'smwere <lone in L11d-l915 --

Lenin bed oeen closely followin;; dcvelopmenr.s on ohe llnt1onal 

ii.Uostion lty Mni.'l<iu'&s, hG found they r.ere toto Lly J•Jnf to th1ra 
' pot9nt1al roroe for revolution. He took cOiretul note or the 

.fact tbi.tt.· tho .3P in the US bud 111ade out one ,,roolac"' t:!.on for 
. I 

l'le~roos in lllOl, addin~& (p. 51l2) thnt in the stnte of l:.ississippi 

the a'oo1eliuts or"•m1 zed Ne~oes "in separl'lte ·looelsi I'' 

After 1917 ne will li~t the tle~;ro ,uttst1cn as.a.liutional 

.,uesti 0!1 and byll9l9 wllen the Gerullln Hevolut!on wns i>eheaded, 

the National ·~UtOstion ·become ~ho Interns tionsl Q.ueation .- 'w1 th.·· 

a pos!'il!le nel'l ,,oint or dep3rturu for world revolution - (Pekil,l&;. 

in,teaa or Derlin CJ) And in thstorHlcul yo;,r l9~l0. the jle~:ro 

-~ouesti::.n rellltlined centr11l, too. But for tho ":o111ent (l9J.6) tlle 

potentinl of th" Hntional 1.u~stion as tho Maoses in "otion be

oolllesactuul in Du-.lin. 

tiith thiu revolution, J.enin'" prinolple<l stnnd ~!! tt1e 

Nutiona.l ·:..Uestion ~:.lined u n·.lW d icmnaloO. He bec.wme mo:;t in-

trHnsi&;:ont witli his dolshcvik co-re,.duru, with nosu Luxembur~:, 

"Nitll ''tile !lutoh''• whose posit1un h" culled tile :•.ost int<~rnut-

1onuli~Jt, out 30 .ust.~"ot tlwt thuy ruoo;;ni;,ud ucitt.r:r the 

uo· uol WJlo!1shod revolution -- the lrioJh upris!.n;; -- no>r tile 

diuluotio o1' revolution ~~:.:.·orut.tcully -- ~~.;eo na Re~1son, the 

masues in motion. 'rhe nutionul revoluti:ln:J .. ~ere ut't ''sulll:..;titutes" 

1<)C:::3 .. J 
f.o;:}, I 

:~ 

::,. ' 
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were · 
tor prol.ctllriuu rcvJlution, ~.ut tlmy oucl.lli for 1 t, and. 

n.o Ol'ltalyst of rovolut1 .. on .ia ''uu~ordin!,te''~ ::~cillettdn.: ·OVer 

wll1outhe intc.rnutionuli:.;ta l!lU:f !J·;.p~r!La~;o.se Gneir ''principles'' 

as <>ltimutum ror p:.rtiuiput1on. 

""'sraveule" in Lenin' a Not(:~ooku on Irnpcr!al.i &Ju, nhi ah 

nrabl>y no meena lim1 tacl to the econilmio 'study of the lutc~t 

phuaa Of C ep1 tt.ll1St deve.i.opment, b•~t incl.Ude uloO the outl1111<1 

or art1o1Qs on tba war 1 tselt, on Lhe Hutional <.;,uestion -- •md 

•· on "l4arx1u ar.d tho .3tato•, tlwt which lnter oeoa~:~c .'itate .and· 

'Revolution, Here you oen sec Lenin • u u1uleot1o Clind in ~otion· 

as be moves to an analysis of the state by takin~ the unity or 

opposites -- ''the trunstormat1onof monopoly cuoitalisl.l )nto 

atate - monopoly oupitulism." -- und l!!! absolute uppo::lte, not 

just ''in f.!eneral' -- the world pr~letariun rovolU:ti<Jn -- but 

oonor.,tely, the !!,2l ·•tukin;: ovor" of the stntc, but smuch1n~ l.t, 

smaahingit ·to mo.itherecna, 

· Ajj;uin, nowever, tuere will lle uww<:tohinii: otthe .. ponttln

eous upheu vu.l to see "hut uew for11W o1'1'!1VOl tand of rules v1oul.ti 

emor~:e. unoe the ael1'-developiw.; Huoaion pr;,let.Jritit boG re-

oroutecl the ..>OViets in .feOruc.~ry, 1~17 -- Lenin hus bis unawor; 

"No polioo, no "rmy, no o!'tioiuldom. ;;very worr,er, !lv..,rv 

pol1sunt, every toilor, evurYone ~.ho i:J exploited, tbe whole 

populut1::m~e2!!.· '' Lenin t s new Con ere tc Un1 vcr,ml is 'tTQ 

A .M.ili. 1' He hus prop11r~d i;imuulr thcorctio;.,lly to IJe t~, 

and us ho ph:ra sed 1 t .,.;hen ~10 foun•.l he hGd no time to i' i nt sh 

"the book·', .:;tate ~md dov~luti:JO~ 
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''It is Dlqre' pluasun_t _,,,,; 'J~.lflll. to t>O thrOUi:h tho cxp-•rit>nO!I 

ot the .r!>voJ.ution _than -~o write about it.'' 

III, Dtaleotio al·' Dev<:lOP"Ient und 
Collapse. or J,<>a<lershlp 

One thin.; the Lenin In .• tltutc <lid r.:oke uvail"'ole to the 

pu•l1o in tllose e~o~pty introduct!o!!E to Lenin'~ J!j11lO">ophio I:ote

!oooku, und thut i:o too requt~sta l.enin mil~c for l>ooku. It is 

olear ';hut he had not stoppc:! studyina tlie H"r.:elilln dialeotio 

onoll the revolution wac sucoess:!'ul. ;-ior \IUS this ''aoadt~lllia", 

or l1s1 tlid _to the faot tbot h>l asked ·•the tbeo.::et1oiuoa" 1 the 

editors or. tho ne11 tneorotical orr.:an, UNllRR THE BAI'TNF.R OF 

':.~A.RXI:lM, tQ uot ao •Mutariulist ~'rien<ls of tlle Har.:ol1nu · 

.Dioleotio'' and c.:>ntl.nue to plll>l1sh.Heg;el 1s work.:: th'imnelvos, 

with oosme_ntery. No, it vms the way he upolied it in life, 

in 'thoory, ·in hi~ ~uttl~s wlth hi•J o~-lnuders, 

Thore io no moro trulliC moment in :1ll oi' hiutory than 

the riill Lenin lett. The cri ti clllll of hla llolsl!ovik oo-l.ondors 

was directed not only u.,:uin.,t .;tolin wboid he attk.ed be "rcaoved", 

.2!:. Zinoviev-Kcmone'l wuose pu'olior1tion of thn, <lllt!l oi' the ;>lonnl!d 

seizure or power in tlle bour~cois preau wu::J ''no ;.woidcnt'', or 

ag;ainot Trotsky' a "adn1n1strutive w ntulity.·• No, ula:> clumn-

in~ is Len.tn. a ori ticisYJ or "'thu W.Otit vulU:J'Ule und "aic~~et 

tbooretioiuo of the party", Bukhnrin, r.ot to m"ntion that bR 

is ''thu ruvori te of the whoJ.e pnrty 1'i '.iut hi~ til..:oruticul views 

oan only -.~lt.t. the vury .;reutoat dv:Jht 'ut! ro~urdcd ns fully 

Murxian, for there is uottNthin.;; soh:;,l·.!utio in hi\V, ~hP. nt-Pter 

lott.rned unc.l I think nl!vur riJllY unllt~r2t:Joci t;lw ..;l.~:loot.lo.' 
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The ro.:ii1'io:.•~1orw o!' ·thi:J. shortliupu cxprau~1on .u~ont 

tlJe J18l0ct:1o cun -:;eat Ot! ~r1.1spad ·Vi hen uou•Jth!.n~ ooncr~-:te 

1u held ou. to ti.r,:htl"y, und tiJe. continuo~~· '~Ll'-'~ thin~ aon

cr'ULu'' tb.-Jt uu.:;. ,:,a in.: Jo('l.·.tod with }jukhurin throu~:eho:..tt the 

Uooude, 191-t-1'.,24, vwa .Juithnri n' s l!'olstr·~Jot rr: volnt1:)nl ma wbtin 

1t oa.,.e to the Notional .,u~:,tion n~t. ~nl; ro. iOJp.-,rihlism 

itut "1'ter tile sucoess of the October Hevclution, rc.:orrlinto: 

lli ollli;.:ation to tll.O self-da t<::rmi nu t1 on ·r;,r nations, und, 

Ll!lUin, aa ·the iilook dimension, (la):>th on ti.e Nc&:ro .. uoetlon in 

the. US .Eind the At'l'ioan peoples us Bu.khurin mindlessl:r .dra;a;ed 

it·'into .fhe quo:~tion of· the Ne.w Pro.:ram of the, l')uualan Ccmmun-, .. 

1st Part;r, 

Finally, some of tha airqonsiono oi' tlw pro·olam.of the 

diul11otio of .!1.2!!!!. revolution Lenin woo uskin;.: otllora to 

work out. Timo does not ullow ,,w to uevelon tH:: cruciul 

~u.cstlon hure, Oat V"iv cun .:et a ~lit.i;.pBe ol' tho re w di11ansion 

from Lenin's Thldsea on Nationul una Coloni.ol ;.uc~rtion: 

l'atty-llour~e:>iu n;It!'>llulism declare" tl!e 
reoo~nition o1' til~ ~qunlity o1' n~tti~n·u, ·_ond 
notbin.;; ~.:~l.stt, to uu 1 n i.crnc~tiurwll~u, w nile 
preaerviu;; 1n Luot n::tl onal o:;oimu ••• prolet,•r1on 
internutionulis:n deauanas, fir~tly, i,;hu su~ordino
tion or tilu in tore~Yt:; of the pralc turiun strui;:~la 
in one co·J.ntry to tbt.! intcrL·:...:tu o1' tlw :;t.ru{;:..:le 
011 U Y/Ol'ld SOU.LU • • • '' 

\"le h•JVC ~'at t~ wo.rk thlu out. Irap11titmt tHH;de&'liO 

Mnrxists like ~Lircusa notwi ~h:.H,intlin~, ~ thcorctioul point 

of :.iepurtu.re ror warkinJ.; ou.t the ~a~-•1'-~ct.ic or ~:orlci rt:::volu-

tion wun ln1J do~·m in 1~:::!0, u oe ·1r L:Jl.f-ccntury ·aei'ore 

!2540 



lii.,;;;,,."'-;,,,.,.,.,.. r,,,., .. ~:··.' . ...• .....,~-- ... 

.; ' 

~-· 

.• 

.rovolut1on, nr<ld rort.!l tb,,t to Lunin n._.t1on:.~l rovolations 

wer~ only ·•auxiliary·' l'Yh~rcua t.odu,:r, with the rls~ or·· 

h~stor1 a allY, tn truoin;: tun in • o ''He"olil'\n1sru'' 1n;3opnr-a ~lefro.Ql.

the aonarotQ "univeroals" that ulono can- assure the 00.;1.in~ of 

wo:-ld rtwolution is to bold on tiJ;bt ·to Lenin's lH>l'itao;e pbil

osopbiaally 1.!& \/ell us notionally, what erupts upont.,neouaiy 

oa wall ~a wh8t ooms out of. or~:anization, ox tended ull · tb~ 

way, us Lenin' did, to leadership and o~enizotion, 

Wbut L~n1n 'NOS SU!lllin.: up, whether i.t was in Theses, 

or in !llll• is " lifetime :ipent in the revolutionary novemsa·t 

at tbe paint wbere, concretely, it uotJ1eved th" ,;reuteot prol-, 

otariunrovolut1on 1 n_ history, on<! where, r>hiloso)Jbically,- ciel

cotios oeoumAthe-pons ~~of ull of Lenin's tbou~:ht. 

It was no sttwll, oostruse m~tter when ho wrote thot the 

~~:rentest tlleoreticiun in the pnrtydid "not fullyun<lurutand·• tbe 

diRlaotio" any ooorc thuu it was " -.inor •:uantlon thotbe wurned 

thutJ.t the 1'rtot1Dn!1l utru.;;cle" rerloot HCtUlll clo&s a.t·tisiona, 

nothin~.:, n~tbino: "hutov-er he or uny one ~loe cau »<J.y, could 

atop the ~'·rolcttlriorl :;tuto l'ron1 ~ollll:>se. 

It should not 9(: neceus:J.ry to suy, ':Jut 'i'rotskyitit:1 m.ukes 

it ndcu.sstJry c.o :;3Hj." tbut ''11' it wt:'r~ :~ ~ .u~:..tion., :ueunt 

nothin(; as uimpli:Jtio ::1s .;talin roproucntin~ ·•tii.e p-:usuntry" 
/, • /J 

und ·1.·r~tsky • .. ho t).roletur.:.ut. 

1:3541 

'I., 



,, 

,_ 

., .. 

-15-
. IV, . Dacth of D1al<><;t.ioo Inversion or ~oalit.l" &i'ld 'lhGught 

Nothing ilwppac! ·tl:.a tl"&ll!lfl):'""tion 1nto oppos1ta o! the lo"Ork .. ~a• 

l'tat<> .l>acuUI"• once tb.<l world revolution !lad no "'"' po1nts of outbllt'st 

that """e •uO<loasful, wrld capitalism had ga1ned more than. '• br<>athu.·. 

Founlation MaS laid for capitAlism's development 1nto state

"ap1tal.ism 8& a atate of .development nf world olConoey. v4>1Ch ie pra

aiea:!.y ~<bat T..en1n fe&l'ed when h" kept .rattera~, in hl.s 1<aridngs to 

b1s Party, that they w~~re 01oving 11baakwards to aapitalis"'"l t.ba,t hiatooy 

1w1 vltn.,.sed 11&:19 rat.rogrenions, and it >10uld 1'bo utopien to think 

.Uthe>ugh 1n 110 strange a fOl"!:l that few racogr.ized it, SoviE>t 

R,.al.a bad be001 tbi-o1111 liaoln'Ard, It tOok .a second World \( ar bdfor" 

it da1011ed OD &n,y to fMr sta,te Oapitali~mo SO long aS ·the "c~>IIIUIIid:i.ng 

: ,llcighta•, c .. ;;.n. ~f preduotion) , ..... 1n the hiUXts of the 11..,rk ..... 'st.>.te'. 

·., ~t tGol< a movamer;t from helow ":':' the workers' uprla1,ngs 1n llant Eur6p ... 

partioularU.y the H~IU'l.an Revolution - bef'arti the world grasp ox! ,in 

!'ull that the fraado" workers hungered for ms freed"" f>o~m the Sto.te 

Party, !'rom the State l'lan, ~ tbe State; and what they hungered for 

· VRsl!.!aentro.lized )lol'kars' Councils, l:ntellsatual Cc:mclla, Youth 

. Councils !'orm ot rule, 

1 ~ 

!lao ms so torri:tifY.i of the oh 1eotiviF£ of tha"Begelisn" contra

diction, that is to say, opposition to the Cc01111un1st State l!2a tha I.s!'t, 

~the prpletar1ana 1 from the youth, from the mas~ that he d~dlarod tho 
contracliction to be 

/ Mn1pulat1bl" !!l1!!l ''handled correctly" by t.he Panty or, bettor y~t. the 

'!\,ought of llaa, Cut into bite size this "theory" uOC&>I<> &he ctuotatioua 1n 

the little Red Book, 
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n..i' !'a<Jt that it did talco the farm of a elll.turo.l rovolutiotl 

r~ pro'I'OII !.ta ~tenaa, Long, J.one ago, the ideall.Bt Hagel pin

l't'in"" ta:• 1n•wted. rolat1ollllhip .to r.,.liey aharaatm·istio of "oul.turo'': 

"Innraio11 of reo.Uey and thought, ·the!!- entira eatrangom.Jnt 
uf one fro11 U.e oth"''l it l.B pure clll.ture." \5) Thie only led to 

.,.,luntarta,.;· •the world i'or 1t l.B ·ab3olut&l,y its own ldll," (6) 

It 1a nD acoid""t th/'. t thft me>cie:'n impationt onac, tho~h they t&llc 

~Ubl,y_ enoush ot revoluti-on, world ravolution at that, held out sam ... 

~ quite ~hlll't cf that aa t.hn tonic of Left intelleatualc; "RadiaAl 

Bnllgbtentl8:1~· othar~... (7) 

What w, need, :l.nataa.d, holffl!vor,. ;ta oome "sarioccnoss, labor, 

paU.•o• AJid curf..,.1ng of the nogattve", :tlult need~ to be done on t110 

.1~~. It ... nat. start Where I.6J1inlef.t off - '!bat :!o the f~undat1ori 

but Mt the whole, 'lha naw ~ the r""lley or our age, 1o nut to bo can-

'!.clerfld lie 11 ..are updating, No,_ th~_new begin• by Uata:dn~ to nE!II 

iapul~M &l'ia1ng tro" below, arising from praotioe, not tl!o elitist 

pr&Ot1C$ of tbl!OratiaiatlO "going' to the peasants" but theoreticians-

l...,.ning tro01 tho masses at whioh paint they firot begin to develop 

thaory. Far our ora, tha new ernpt~i f'ire:t in East Serlin on June 17, 

·19.53 aJX! hao oontinuod, not only in &.st E>.lrope but through~llt the 'lhird 

\o.brltl ae well as in the 1.5. Her6, all recognize at least th~ aew C"~'Jllffra-

tion of rovolutiallllries ae black arxl as "having boon born" 
o1· wqrkere 

However, I b~an wit.'> the wildcats/that battled automation 

in the 1960's. 

in the 1950's, 

11 'lbe void in the Harxist movement atnc.:. Len.ln'u dea.th.n 

I ,.,.ote i11 19.5?, (8) .. • 
"""lll.d have a signifi~•nca only fer Muxtsts <e<aopt that 
Y.&rx1•" 1a in the rlaL.r 11v<>B and aspirationB of workin<; 
paoplo, Marxl.s,. 1s neithar in the pathetic little theaes 
gathering dust in a mall radical organizations, nor 1n 
impressively big tai!ISS gathering dust on tho sholv~• of llll'~e 
cor.oarvative univorcitias. 

:_; 
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11 '!he IU1n dl!tiou.l.cy in eoing tbu eJ.omonts of tho·n<n: 
8001o>t,y in, tho pr811ent :\s tba t 'WOI'lcars !"opoa t OUll\V of tho 
id~ ot . tho ruling class WltU ibe V<!rl• day tlla1; an 
~loaive br~k,~otua~ .ooours. ··~ 

Qo &lnele blllli&ll boir.g • nor even the Bolshevik Party of 
l•n1n, e:.u.l.d havo prod1otod, far leu.o org&:I.U',;od· tb~ Soviet. 
N6• ona OCiu.l.d bavc. gucuod 1 t ws oo:V.ne untU it caM<•. 
But 1~ 1en1t obv:\ouo now, that tho Huoslan W<lrk.,-., l.n thGlr 
own w,.v and ....,ng tb"""eJ.vfiG, werg oollli.ng i.o ·tha CMilluoion 
that they >l!i.P.tod so11otbing other than pari&mer,tsry diJmo~
r&o.Tf 'lbiO.f thoug!lt so o.a far back ao 1905 when they or<>ate:l 
tho i:lt. Pet<ll'cblU'C Sorl.<~t. No ons told than to. No or.e 
organiaed it. No ooo -.:!e a new o~t of i~ when 
1t c!id aritla. 'Jho only ones 'ldlo 190; so,•iot, 
atll.l . bald. fast to tba t v1B1on and the fl. us sian· 
1«ll'koro. 'ibe,y reoroated thu in tints on o. 
na t1onal scale. · 

InteJ.lll'jtua~ 'sloth just ao_o\IVI\ll& t011 aoo "!!l'""ulatoo t<> 
tbi>. poir.t VbsrG tho oeU-oompl&oent 11soientlf in<liv1dlli\l" 
u per..,.t~ to write, with i!uj>Wlity and w1tbink1ngzy, oi' 
"Man Viewed as !iacblns. 11 E'<id&lltlT no bWw! passl.on noW..-'· · 
days 18 bii;ooo a ,.._tb$t1cal formula that cari forthWith 
ba IMdoi ·pt"aoUoable 1n 11a''tiu1dable ..Schine." · 

Intelleotu&l srowtb w'.:ll firot begin When new grourd is 
·brokion. 'lhe e181lents of the now society 'jnoos61lt in the old 
are evti!'Y"bore in evidence in. the thought.: aD:! Uvea of the 
"WOrlcing O:U.sa. , Where tbe workers th.\nk their o•m thoughts, 
. there llllllt bet tbct inteJ.l.,.,tual to aboC>rb the nm< imj>u:J:s"". 

OUteido .,r that there oan be no· serious theory. Phllos.,phy 
springs from thct enpirioal so1enoes and actual ll!'e, but 
irtoO!'PO:.'&ti.O!' of these laws aoo generali~:&tions lnto 
philosophy, Hegel showe:l, "implies a compulsion of. thought 
1ta .. lt to p1•ooeod to. thesR concrete t>·utha." 

Sinoo the concltete trutha, like the Monto:omery Bus Doyco·i;t, that 

I mentioned then have lilllltiplied many times and since nmr forces of re

volution -youth, women - .. havo been bot"n and ~ its concapt, ., 
11po1ler- cota.es out of the barrel of a gu.n 11 , has an attraction for thOm, 

I would like to end with a quotation from the second e:lition of ey '"'rk 

th•t contrasted !lao's to Lonin's dialeat1~: (9) 

''Mao's faUure to grasp dialaot1c logic bas nothing What-
ever to do with "understand in;:; philosophy.~ Dialectic logic 
is the logic of freodom and can b~ ,grasped onzy by those 
engAge:! in ths actual otrugglo tar t'reedo"• Thoroin lie::~ th" 
key to th .. fulfUlment of hu man potentialities a,'ld thar<>in liP-• 
that now relationship between theory &00 practice Which oould 
lesson tho birtbpango of industr ializa tlon, .~nytbing eioo is 
tho type of subjectivism which bides ~!ao 1 o compellilll: neoo to 
transform the struggle for the minds of n:on into P. drive to 
brainwash thom. • • • 

12G-41 



.. I ., 

,\' 
I 

! . ' 
I 

"It 1a ll sad commcnta>:·y on our times and <IXjKIB"" ho,. 
totall.r laok"...ng 1.'1 any oon1'1deno8 1n th" s$l.t'-aotiv1t,y 
~ til" ..aa#e. ara tln&y'a olabants to tha title, "M.o.rx

, itt..~t. 11 '!heir mU1tancy gaw -~~~~~Ulll otll,y wbar<J 
th .. a 1s a atat<l poVOl' ttl back it up.. • • • '!be ch&Uenge is 
tw a new unit,y or !lotion an:! R""llt,y wbiab will rW.eas& the 
vut lllltA!li*! .anor'!l.es ot mankinl to put :>n a)¥!, IL~oe and for 
aU, to 'll!lat ~ oallod tha 2£.!-hilltory ot blila&nity so ""at 
Ue true history oan finally unfold." 

Tbio .\s were Lenin began 1n 1917 and oontinuod tUl h1a dea.th in 

1924, It; 1e t1JIIe we picked l)p thfi tbraad or world rcvoluu""• 

(2) 

(3) 

l> 
(6) 
(9) 

liT 1941 Stu.d,r or· Luxlllllburg's Work. ball been re-published aa 
ApJI~b: til the 1967 p&~~pblot, Stl.te-Caeitallllll! a,j! Hand.'st.. 
Hueanin1 (Detroit). , . · 

11'1be r!W:l to Borlin III&)T be through Poking .~. In tha last 
Wl)TIIis the outQom<l or the struggle will be detemined b,r 
the fact' that Ruaala, Ind1a, and China constitute the avf!l'• 
llhehing ll&je>rit,y of the people.,. 

Hagel, j'heno11enology of. Mind, p, 549 
.I!llil_, Po 6(i:J. · ·, · 
~Blaok Dimension isn't Solll8th1ng that l am auper1Jo!pos1ng 
upo11 Li!nin. In 1912, it first appear.xl 1n lenin's Work, 
Nw Illta onj;,be ws or D velo lent ,r caoitalie11 1n 
Aeriouitu'l'J!.L Part I. capita IIJI A Agr 0 ture in the 
United St.atea ot .America, Works, ·Vol, XII., pp. 
190-262, In 1915, 1n bis · be 
carefully noted that the 
on the Nagrc. quostion than bad the llb~cll, 
1n 1901 hood otll,y a single reao1ut1o11 on the Negro Question 
and 1n Miaa1se1Pp1, the l'art,y bad buUt septJ"at.> looals for 
N'Ogrosa and \ollitM! I ('lbs double sxclaa!ation marks ott Lenin's,) 
In 1!119, 1n the Dobates on i!Avising the P&rt; Pl'o(;ram, be took 
Btikbarin to task for the manner in vniah be uiiecl thA 'NI>rd 
Hottentot. The Debate on the Netlcnal Questio" continued into 
1919-19~0 an:! 1922. (See ~od Workl!.o_ Vol, VUI., PP• 
:;u to 367, Vol. x., pp. 2'jl""t021ilia &leo ••~ Claude. MoKq1s 
Speech at the 4th Congross ot the CoiRDiunist InterrAtional, 
Sea Herbert !'.arouse's 1'Resxa1<1N.~ion ot tbe Conc~t ot ti<Wo>1ut1on, 

,f.i~~~~No~:· S6, 7/6 - 1969. l pp, 262-263, P• 266. 


