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I. Tho Despotic Plan of Capital ~•· 
the Ooop•uat1va Pl.~ ot I.!.tbor 

I!AY l, 1952 

Tho theoreticel. rudo of Capita!. by Karl Marx 1i; ·tile · 
~U~Ution Of ~len -- tho aespotic plan Of capital &gainst tho plan Of froely
BaOG014lt<d ~<orl<~l"ti•. In· the first Adi' :o:> of CAPITAL, pubUol:ed in 1867, ·Mal'ic 
had Blrendy ohown' thst capitalist production means the·eubordtnation of man 
to the; :t'ao~oey · iaschine ond the ·rautoey olack, !n his chapter on· 11co·oporation° · 
he ohoi<ed hov mnn io· r.<it an· 1nd1v~dual .;.aboror but many laborers wOl'kl.ng· to-
ptbeio in one place. · · 

. . . In ao,oporative "roduction. tho dailpo~ic plllll iliherunt 'in 
capitBliat ·p~aduction re·ieBls itself in a forin eJ.l its ~nm .... ''tho'·hi.ol-secli1c 
atNqturo ot ·control O'l'•r' 'social labor, · To keep production going en· an evo1'

.. 8ltp811ding scale, to IIXtrnct. ths. ~Jreatest amount, o:t' surplus ·or ...... :enid. labor, 

. requires· a :.who~·· !!1'1:11. ot· foremen.- mnnal:"rs, ·euperintnndonts, ~hess 141 york 
tor .. tho. oapitnlilit .wit.." 011~ ai"' end purpoco: · to fo~co labor out ot the miii!T 
l.a~orer~· !l'h.e at.hll)llt t~ . control, ooopAr!lth·e l.abo~ YUh in o~J!!t.aliut apnfines 
arnst' at r>GOGaai ty . as.sume a. ae"Potio form. PlB11ned despotism arises not cut 
Of. the CCOpEiratiVO %'01'111 ;jf, the .·laoor process ' .but OUt o:t' the antD~SOni'stl.u r'e
la'tionship between the '<Orkera, On the. One hsftdo and the 'Capitalist ·IIJid his· 
bureaucz:acy on the other bend, · · · · 

Ooop~mti~n undor the msstorship of tJ:ie capitalist iain 
dil'<'ct opposition to tho cooperating le~orers.,• !l'he"wolrlwr:had'loirt'.liis .1nd1-
,._1duo..l akill to the machine. l3t:~.t "he gained a new power· ll:l cooperating with 

·his. · :rolloii workers; The capitalist's aimuHs.neouu ·emplpli'Jent ot wcrl!:era in 
OilS ,place. has been Wilb.d 'by tho cap1tnlint. not 'the worker.. But thi.s in-
oreiloi. :~n labor productivity '':sates a social powar .. that the workero :feel 
sha~~&ly, l!'or tro10 the start this is a mB98 power. 

Coepe~tlon io 1n itself a nroductive power, a power duo 
to cooPeration. the nower o't\eoc.!Sl. lab:;r. Bu~ untie:r · car,.i tclliatio.- contr9.1 
thie C001)0rat1ve labor is nob allowed to develop f~P!ly, Its fullwtion is 
o'cnfin~d to the nroduotion of value, It o811Uot ~•lease U• now, aooial, hu
aDan.~,-r..er~!.ea ao lor,g·.aa the old modo ot 'Oroduction co~t1nues. Thn.i. iilie nature 
o~ _.+~he cooperative f'orm Ot:lo.bor pOWPr ·1·8 in OpPo·d~,1on to .the eapi~alist!ii= 
te8Ument. thA yal.ue-form.. At the eamG timA the ·ll,oaatrous creation of monoto
:lj-, ·~er.d-up, unitonuity, m111te.r.y re&Ulerit7 and m~re speed-up robs science 

. al_oo. ~t. i~a ~;~etf-t!l!velop=~=t, contiaing iii to the single pr: .. 'Poae of AXtract-
1~ e"ter greeter nmounta ot aurj:,lua. unpaid .lab,);- from the worker~· · 

~!>o.oluto Contradiotion 

This develops into the . .Ql1J!.0~.~:!<!!...2.!1!l.U9 . .'!.~.Qll. bGtrr&on .the 
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~tur~ at ma~hine- industry ·and. th& ve.lue-£c':'m of 1't!8 £r.t:rra.t.ion. T4ohnc.d.ogy 
nad anal:yi:i~d. t.he few tTlB.in f'undamental motions. .'!'hera it at·opped. It could 
go no turther ·becaua~ t.l}ere is no such thing aa an abDtract, remot~: claoa
lous development of machinery. Technology ·1s ·an integral ~art of' the devol-

. op~~nt of tho produc~ive forces. Ttl oxolude from it the gree.teat produotiv" 
force -- living labor -- cripples and ~masculates science itself. Under ~p-
1tal1sm · tho eep~rati~n of th~ intelloctual powors of production from manual 
labo:-, the incorpo1·ation. of all scienc(". into tha machine, means t.ho trp.ne:
fo>:mation of tho intellectual power into tho might or capital over labor.. In 
a word, it mo~ns the tranefo!:ation or man i~to a mora fragment of a man, 
jUB'~ when the technical neceoeitios ·rJf the machine de-mand variation in labor, 
fluidity, mobility. 

. . . .r.ue to the cooperative form of the labor process the I:.§::. 

~ o.f the workers is also a ~s·s power. The workcra 1 ·revolt develop's 
·f'rl>J:I th•ir fight o.gai!tst tho instrument or labor. into thoir struggl_e againot 
'the ~'\pU.o..l~atiC, copdi~ions of labor.. The. workttrs thus at ono arid the :sruqe 

·1-:1:mo fight for. their emancipation and ·againot tho capito.lietio lii:litations of 
monoo. . 

. . . . This is what lrnrx annou..,ood to tho. wh~l~ world . in ·1867. 
•l!oi'o.ro thh theoretic onola.ught, so total as to inoludo both history and :tho 
· n·otua.lity of the class st"uggla, bourgooi:s oeonomioa lay prpotrate, Jin~~oas 
. noarly fifty yoars ago. Ricardo had at least · poood the contradiction in ma-

chine production, yUlgar economy we.o now reduced 'to deeyfng it :·alto$ether. 
Tho VS.C\Iity oi' tholr thinking oan be soon. in thoir argumont. · that· since tho 
c·ontra.diction ·,is not.illherent. iri machinery "a:s such", it is e.. delusion to 
think· .that thoro are contradictions . in·milohinery under capitalist control.· 
This add!.ng of two and two and coming up .with. zoro did not stop the bourgeois 
o·oonomiot, however, from declaiming against tho "backwnrdnoss11 and stupidity 
Ot' the worker \;ho-brOltc up thB machinery. · 

.The Now. Insights of' tho Workers, 

. But if the workers are too absorbed. in their -~onCreto 
. ~\·'rUggls~ to indulge in the so a.botra.ct arguments, th,ir actu!l.l stru@;glea a~·e 
full 9.1' now perceptions. True they f'ooght the' machine itoolf as a competitor. 

:.But tho first o.ppoa:•anco of machinery as a handmaiden or capital was its ~rue 
appearance. Machinory •as such" was a product of· the economists• imagination. 
Tho proletariat therefore from tho first was on. tho right.traok. And in tho 
dooponing of their struggles with capital, tho workers learnt to fight not 

.. tho instrument of' labor but tho ·capitalistic process or labor and through 

. that etrqggle the road to their emancipation, Tho capitalist ideologists 
try tn argue away the workers' enslavement to c_apital while society :::t.self 1r. 

: 'beiri~ thr.ea.tened. with de structi'on of its hutz:An ,resources. The worker 1s ro
.volt, on the other hand, tries to free modern industry itself from tho"death 
penalty whi'ch hangs over all society: 

. . "Modorn induotry indeed compels society, under ponalty of' 
·death, . to replaco tho detail-worker of' today, · crippled by lifo-long repeti
tion of ono and tho same trivial oporati.on, and thus reduced to tho more 
fragment of a man by tho fully developed individual, fit for a variety or 
laboro, ready to face ~ny chango in produotion, and to whom tho different 
social functions he performs, are but so many modes of giving free scope to 
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· His own natural and acquire·d powers." 

So lOng, howev&r, as the economic status of labOr 'remains 
what it is under c:1pita.liem 1 it is \mposs:i.ble for !Oodern industry to escape 
thc.t death penalty. The depth and breadth of the cbso struggles aro a sign 
that the contradiotjor.s of capitalist production are drivir.g toward a new 
resolution. Again Pe.i'ie 1 wl-.. ere all social revolutions have hitherto received 
their highest expression, is the. testillg g:-ound of two ... modes or labor.. Tho 
struggle ie t'ought out in tile 0110n in t.he form of a seizure of power of tho 
C·~pito.list sto.ta, 

2 •. The Paris Commune --e. Form of Work13rs 1 Rule 

The social revolution that erupted in Paris or. Mo.roh 1.8, 
1671 was not liko aeything ever before seen in history. The treason of the 
ruling c1&as naoossitated. the saving of French oivilize.tion by tho proletal'i• · 
at. A few months earlier Napoleon III had lost the Franoo-Prussian war. The 
bourgeois republic which took over the reigns of govenwent found that it ""'s 
more afraid of revolutionary Paris than of Bismarck's arl!\)'•, With the. flight 
to Ver,..illee of this government, ·.the revolutionary prolotaria.t roa.ohed the 
groe.tost turning poir.t in history -- the remolding of itself' as tho. ,ruling 
olasd. · · . 

Louis Blanqui 1 famous l-evolutionary and heR."d of"a .. St'-:. 

cret armed force, had been plotting insurrection seriously, unremittingly,' 
·for years. Ho tried again when the Republic of Franoe' showed itself :toady 
to •ell ou't to Bi..,..rck. B\it 1 without mass support, tho insurreotiono.ry 
plan of his elito group failed of necessity. In r<•al life tho insurrootion 
oame at the peak of the asce.nding revolution, not vice verm.. 

On YArch 16th tho soldiers were ordered by the head of 
thl!l reactionary goVernment, M. Thiers, to transport the-cannon of· Pari8.to 
Veraailles. The milkmaid& who were on tho streets ttUrr~unded the soldie"rs. 
Although the men had not yot oomo into the street~ this. early morning and the 
women were not armed, they held their o\m. As in every real pfloplc '·& revolu
tion, new stra.ta of populat1on are awakened. This time it waS~·the womon who 
were the firet to act. Then the reveille was pounded and all of F.? .. ;·is was in 
the street's •. The spies of Thiers barely managed to O'lcapo .. ,.,ith ~tle informa
tion that it was impoesible to inform on tho leaders of' the uprising since it 
o~mpriflod .t.he ~ poptJll\+~ion. 

A New State-Power. 

The act of self-defense was also the act .of self-govern
mont. Just as the Second Empire was the natural i)ffspring of the parliament
ary government which had crushed the 1648 rcvclution, so the parliamentary 
goverru:at'nt that had suceecdcd Na.pt'let'n III had but or..: !'u! .. .:.H:.m --'to bo tho 
engine of class despotism. Tho workors found they had to smash this state to 
smithereens. 

Th8 firot o.ct of the revolution was ·to D.l"!ll itself, 'Ibo 
armed people struck out against tho ubiCJuitous state organs -- the ar~, the 
polico, of'fic~aldom --which wcr• such a faithful copy of' tho hiero.rchio div-· 
i_sion of la.bor in tho factory. 'lho firct wor!c.orsl sto.to in history, called 
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the C<llllllluno at Par:l.a, """ bern, 

The Commune_ ~s oc~posed iD the main cr Blanquieta acd 
ProudholliGto, il'•t the Blonquiots boooma Communard& only by giving up their 
inaurreotio.r:u!il~)· plan and riding on the 1mve of the people ls revolution, The 
l'l"'udho%thts likewise hlld to ghe up th'oir soholll!ls, Tho development oi' large
••~Je production l)ad already undermu.ed the artisan tY}'o 10h1oh termed the ·so
o1ol beoe fo,. l'roudhoniem, li'ow the 1871 "evolutlon destro:rod entir&ly ita 
pllilooophy ot n~ political activity, . The·. P0r1sion workers who had just over
t.hroWJl boure•ois dominction got dorm to tho task oi' rul.1ng thomaolves and to 
set; dowa. tho ooad1tione of the.ir labor, And all tilia m:ie being done 'While 
the '""'"'Y """ o.t the gate•, 

The Daet?uat1on of ~Jreauorntism 
-~ 

. _The first decree of tho first worJ:;era.i state was tha abo-
. litl ;,j,. ot' the otonding army, Tha i'iret annoilnooment. of tqo tY}'e of' political 
rule'to.bo eet.up 1o.typioolt "All~blic'aervioes ore re~~ni<ed·and. sim~ 
p111'1ed.~. · . .. · · · 1. ·• 

. !~' ... · ~ .. 

.... . .. _ . Th~· a·rmed people amashed·'-P.eli.amentOris.m:.· The pe~Ple 1 S. 
ui•mbl)'·. -ns not to be a po.rliarnontory tolk-shnp b•lt. a wilrking''body,' ThoSd · 
who pau the. lows .oleo execute· them, There' was thue to Te-ii<>. diyiaion bo-.' 

.·· .. t\';cr):: ~.tho o::ocutiva and legislutive bodleti. The 8iinm iudopondenoe of -:;he·.ju .. · 
t ,;~~:!.oiclj .·.,us likewis6 aliminn ted. ·Judges/ a c a 11 otht1r ropr-esontri tivetB • o.r":t· tO 

· be. elected and ·to be subject to recall, Repres~ntotives or the proletariat, 
h.owover,..· f\re not yot the proletariat na a whole<J. There_!t,..,.o,. to nssuro oon ... 
trol~-over· tho elooted. representatives, they too oro; cubjeob to recall;· Thui 
tho _powor·r_olll!lins al-..y• in :tho hands of tho moos es o·'IOhole~ · · · · · 

. Public service. ·,;;,:u to bo aoa~mplished _at. n wortrnan 'ri 

nge. Thus was laid tho basis or ohoop government. The h!araroh:i.o divl'liorJ 
ot labor :una g1"1eJl turthor blowe, The dooroe :!JOpo.ratlng church and a·tato 
abGU.ah£id re11.giot2a oor.d;.,.al. oi' oduoation Bnd kindled intellectual li.fo en all 
i'ronta, True to its prolotorinn spirit, · sonia 'dis1irioto began iw-11odiatoly to 
olotno and i'oed their children, Eduooti•n wua to.bo. open and i'rao -to all, 
!IUt, · OVOD above thAt, tho roor-,:onhotion of' the method& of' oduoati'on WDS to 
begin with the fullest pnl'tioipation oi' tho 'IOholo poopla, The firot-ooll 
wOnt ~ut .. to f;oaohers and pnrenta. Tho tanohsrs v.-ore instructed ~to employ 
oxoluaivaly tho expo>'imontol and scientific mothcd, tlirit whioh starts from 
facts, physionl, moral and intellcotuol,'" 

"The Politiflol Form nt Last DiRO(.)VG~cdtt. 

Tho utopians hlld boon buoy inventing political i'onr.s oi' 
rulo, tho anarchists ignoring nll polit!col i'ormo, tho po~ty-bc••rg~ol.s demo- · 
orate accepting tho parliamor&tory form, But this ~crnmuno is wt-,nt the workers 
oamo 'lP \rith -- !mQ..Sh tho stato .ro:om o!' oapit~l 's :rulo; supo~!'. with n com
muno-typd at aolf-govc•~ont, This than wos "tho politlcol !'o~ ot.last dio
oovorod to work out tho ouonomio ollltlnoipation oi' tho prolotorint," ,I>)Jrx. had 
deduced !'rom hiotol'Y thAt tho bourgoois stoto-i'orm would disoppaor ~nd tho 
prolotnr!.ot orgonizod aa tho ruling oloaa would be tho point of transition to 
a claesleao aoo.ioty. Now ho hnilod ~ho horoicrn or the C:ommunards. Ho studiod 
this spooi£'1o form ot prolllt!'l.rinn rulo and d1r'"'l-'rzod j.tS so.o:rot; nTho politi
oal.·ralo· ot tho prod~e'lr otumo'b "1~1,,1.. ::i"ih the i':.rp:i~t::::;~On or his· aooia~ 
elaver:y." 
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COPJUI:Sl'OilD!IIO'J OVOl"Y tWu WOOkf 

Tho insoparabilit1 of politico and ooonomiou was ostab
lishod by t.'lo CO!mltino by its '-'''m working oxif!'!iollue, Its .•Commist!ion ot Labor 
and Exohongo, stat.rod lllDinly b1 mo:nbol's of tho · Firot International (which 
hnd boon organized under Ubrx'o loadorehip) nooomplishod its groatost work 
not in tho d.ooroos it poa•od, tut in tho stimulation :l.t gnvo to· workers to 
take things into thoir own handc, It began oy asking tho workers to reopen 
tho worko "'l1ioh r.od l-oon otondonod ~y thoir ownoro and >'WI tholl! by "tho 
coopc:t"otivc nsaooiatiol: of tho workers 010ployod in thom.iol Tho aim 'r-~Ds to 
tranofo:rm l.Q:od az:"d moans of production into moro instrtornonts of "rroo and 
QB:JOI)iatod le~:or.., rt 

Tho Co::~nr.mo 'ts wor·~ehops thomsolvos wore modoln of shops 
organized o~ a proiotariun domo~ruCio bcsie~ Tho wnrkora thomsolvos nppoint

·. od the di:roo·liors, shop 0:1d bonoh fo:<'Jmon. Tho;~o woro &ubjoot to dismissal by 
tho '\\Or!:ors if relations or O~'"!··Htions provod 1ll1satistaotory,. Not only troro 
lnlgoB,. houra -und working oon.Jitiona ~ot but1 abovo oll~ _a ftlotory oommittoo 

· inot ovary evening to diaous!_.t_!l2._..r!??:.t_.~oy~~C?.:!'.• 

Thus plain WC'l'king :=~on under l)irC\l!Jl::;tnn~es ~.i: ·unoT.a:mplod 
dit'.f'ioul·ty govornod thomaolvos. Tho Commun.,, by boing tho eolt'-govorlUriont of 
tho produoors1 sot troo all 1;ho olo.:nonts ot 'tho ft.o·b.a•-3 soo:loty. Mru•x do .. 
aoribod it- as "Working, thinking, fighting) blo_o:Une; Pnr.tB -- almos~ !'orgot

·rul1 in ita i.noubation of a no;.., society: of tho oo:nnibals at its gatos -• ra
diant in tho onthusinmn of its hintorio initiativoi" 

Tho spontanooua :noes outburst that took tho form of tho 
Cotmlu:o,o of Paris lasted only 7-wo months bo!'oro tho Parisian workors woro mas
soorod hy tho bloodioot. torror in hlstory. But. i:l thoGo two short months tho 
wOrkura aooompli!Jhod more miraolos thor capitalism hud ln aa many oonturioeo 
Tho ~:·oatost miroolo was its-working oxistonoo. It abolished tho standing 
arniy a·rtd G.l"mod tho pooplo instead. It amash'ld to smithoroons state buroau
oratiarn0 pla~od- public oi'.!'iolnls Ol\ n .workman~s eo lory and :mado them aubj~ot 
to recall. It aboli•hod tho division· bo~on tho lcel•;ativo and tho oxoo~
tivo and transformed tho pnrliomont !rom n tnl.hng to a working body. It 
orootod uow conditions for lobo"• On all fronts tho oroativo initiativo of 
tho ndlssos had onsurod th~ mn:x!or.um a.ctivity of tho mass and tho m~nimum fo't" 
it& olootod roprosont'll!.v\ls, It t.h•Js z:.tt'ippad tho .rotiohisms of!' all fo:rms 
of rulos oconomio 1 political, intollootual, 

3, Tho Fo+.ishism of Commodities 
Vs, Tho Now i='orm c.!' Cooperation 

It vms th.J- ".;"tality or tho roort?::"nJ ., .... ion of sooiot;y that 
ohod now insight into tho totality of tho contrndiotiona o~· ·::mmodity pr·o· 
duotion. By BIUOshinr.: tho old si=ato-!'orm n:i:d noporsoding it with tho Comr.amn..: 
an o:nd had boon put to tho hio1·a~ohio div:i~;ol~ of labor, tho division botwoon 
politics ~nd ~oonomios inoludod. Ey oxpos~ng tho bourgeois state to b~ tho 
public £oroo ot social onslavomont that it wns~ tho prolotarint domonstrntod 
how tho !l;~C?Jutotx_po''i" !'~rm._of- __ C':.9_9,!19J:"Otion., r·olonaod from its valuo-i%:tor,u ... 
mont • .,xproauos itsolt. •'his was so DLoarly tho r.bco:1•Jt..• 'ippo,ito of tho di .. 
alootio movomont of labor under cap~1.tnlism:- forc.od into a val-u'l-form that 
all tho fetishisms woro stripped orr tho lottor, • 
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Rvar-.s~noe·Jl'lr;t n.~d bi-"o:ro:~. from ~'OU!t~eoic ilooiety ·s-omo 
three deoados· l~t~re tha Pnrl.a· CoillJnl!llo., he had beeu bu~Sy R'nalyzinf!: ·the" &ooinl fw:: ;;f .r=-=~~~=tio::. .o:.1llad .c~pitt\11sm .. l<,~·e~ '~he e4;1'lr"; h.t"l .h!tO. u~gRn lrlth l~~m:r, 

t W'JG ~ile 00Ilt1ept of· al!onnted lcbvr that !l:.ldo it pof.elblo f.'~r hila to dig 
de!"p i.nto th~J mysteoriea o'! oap~talist p:r.-.d~otir.m. By the titr.e he hod reoqhed·· 

• 
1 

the i'irat ol.!i_tion of CAPIT.o\L !:tH'~ had· oucot'lr.tded in llho'Ptl:u:; that vth.nt ~'ppe!\red 
!" idoally e.s ptan rsvealot! ituol!' i.n ~;ho p••oc.e:-!J or prnd\mti~:n tn. "be- 'tho .i.m

.d1eputed authority ~£ the oapitnll~t.... llh.o-t; !~r:x now Ah~ws ne olnurly ·wtur. 
_tbn.t thitt dot~poti'!IM alec hitlo:; itself in tho Jnarl::et in the oot!U:\odity,·· .saom
ingly· limple· and ovor)o·dny, in "t'oa lit~· 'J Dtons Lt ?.\11! foti&h, 

Tho:-c ir. nothinr. t:-imple a~out o ..:...,.,,:,;!:)dit~~:~ I:O :lu a great·· 
let1eh that ma"k:na: the do-tpc'tl•: o_on~lli.2.J!~. of: o>Jpi 1i0llst t'toci'Jo·t:ion appoof 11.e 
ii'<~l!ey 'lmre :ralt-·::vidsnl;; tr..;lih~ of 3oo~.al. prod-.:ntion11 Notiling .;ould bd ur• 
ths~ _t_rom tha tr\.tth, Jt>.st cc thc:;:1 ~ondi'tiCinn wsr:J r.: .. ':_~!!.".i,!llllJl detarrnin~;:\ 
and·reet .on tht:J servi.iyuda or tho lo'Jo:.-ar" "" thll G.::>Im"!(,dity r·.r~m the s.tal't of' 
capitalism ifl !'I rili"lo-.ltion or the ciunl Ohalt::'\O~or .or ~abor~ It is !'rom the 
·atart a·un:5.ty of' oppcsitos, u::s-wllu.o und w.luQ,. whioh!l in P.mbryo. aontnins 
a~.l tho oontradioti:o:: ~f capi~uli&:r., · · 

rii.~:/Du6li t't o~· Capi."~Q!~.r,t Sooiet"l( 
. ·•· .· ~ ~ 

. Thio 6~C1plo th:tng \\'an bO~Iond t:h~ prtt'C\JjJti.,n or tho groat
i).lt '.,· b_ourgeois eoonomiet .. ~ ·R:tco.~~ot · clesl'.i t!l . the dis.?C'I":"e;oy "£ la'Dc .. · us. the 

. rto~rce· ~-t· .~lueo Although. olaaoiotll p..>l!.tl():\l OOI)norily h'ltl rod.l~tlfJ(\ value' ta 
i:ts lnbc.l" uontent, ··it had nover onoo e':tctl iteeli' WliY··"th!ri oorlt'3nt, lobor. 
~-~:uumog thia torm, VJ?o luu~ 

<. r· Lo:Jg _"tof"OI'e' c.Al'IT/.L l!al'X h~d ontll;·:.en ".::h~ dt~al~t.y. ptd'VQ-
:ii!Jtf ~bourgooi:: ::Jnoioty: ":i:1 _our- C-1''1? ovcr;oT:"''-1"!.' ....... ,...,.:~ i i.'rlt.;ou:r~· .. v.-tth' 1.ts eun• 
tr.\ry1 maoh1nory r,iftod witt. tho wor.do;·~ul_ po,mr of st.orto·1i·~~ ond fruot11'y· 
jnr, · human labor, wn bah"'ld stir.t·-vlne; nne! ov:lrvrot<kinr, itt. Tho now-tanr.<lad 
aouroe_s of wonJ.thr _-bY er!rne ntranzo V(l)ird sp.1ll1 a"'t'o 'turTJod 1ntio oourooa ot 
Rnt. Tho viotorioc of crznJ soem bought b~, ~ho 1(\Pe of c·hLlrnt't.or. At the·-
eome paoe that rnan1d .. ud -~ostcus nntu..-o.. :r.an _e?olllB t .... bot'lomo or.slavctl tCI· othc>."" 
men or to biB· o\'ID iu£o:ny.. E·.·on t;,o puu,_ lir.ht t~.r f.Oi.l,nco u:·:ons unablo · ~o 
ahine but on ·::t d.o.rk bo.ol:u:cur.t! a!: i:r,no;otlnno., .-Ul our· i~vontiN1'l nnd progroeS" 
haem to r~nult ~.n or..:!'::''N'ing motor·i!:ol· ~·::ronoo with intollcotual l!fo,~ and 1n 
atulti.fyi'ag h•m"'n ll!'o ~ntc. a matorit~l tol"':.·oa This ontngrm:l em bo"\.'Won rnodorn 

· inciuatloy and aoic:o:o on tho ono hand.. rr.odo-m micory and din&olut"ion · on tho 
other hand 1 th:S.G ant ... ;,cr:! '3Cl bu ';ovC"~·?l'1 thll t,ro~·_,t,f;l vo l""';ron and tho· ?oo!.o.l I'o
latio~a of ou,... \lpooh is a 1'0~1;, palp'lblo, u·Jorwi.v:~l'C'\i.ng nnd not to b'l e;on'tro
vort3d.c: 

. -··- · . 
::.,·.,'• 

Nc,vortholoas,. v;hon it c::omo to tho apo.:J fit:" UC\'\Ti~L'ilc. oato
gorios_. Nc:rx hc.d not~ oa. lo-tio nt: i.959_. ponotrntod into tho ru:r,!;l~1rioa of 1:ho 
oomr.v:tdity~· Wl"Jlt hu la.cw ho at:~:ibut'd to gonornl k.:;l,)7i!?dr.;ol" wt•!.-ting 111 tho 
CRITIQUE OF POLITICA!.. F;COUOllY tt:.nt <.1\Wr3'Cl'IC c:~uld coo thn~ prodt:CI~ion roln•• 
tiona M~ro roally 1n".'ol.,P,;!-ir. tho ox;,hnn~];o of thin;;s co thut vOry :!.ittlo 1ny .. 
stioiam atto.ohus itsol1' to tho .;,on:,oclit.Y.. Tho eystiulem rathor iD' ln .tho mo•• 
nny and oapito.l•t'otiah,. Tl"J laf,? ho •;oos thu orrN" and hrt ein~1.0a· out tho 
!'ot.1.uh of: tM ;.tOmJ:'I,dity .. for:n,. But t~vcn :l\U'O ~1-.o mr:dn omplltte:i.s is on· tho i~ll
tnati'3 tom wh10h m.>"~koe pr-od'..Or.l:iion rulati.ona appoa:- ar:: r'llntih:Js of thingn 0 

ln 'the CRITIQUE Ka:.~ r.or: .• :.: t !." ·• ,: ~-'en~ .. ~ ~·J 'tho c·tjmm,_•J'\.t,:r r.s pr .:.c"On tinr, 1:0 

apoolal zny,;ttt'ying pro~lcn.., :n tho .r:;.~.J1i Qd!.' • .:. .. r. ~r CAPii'AL V.nr:t: oonollntra.'"'.;os 
on thP f"or.n of vc.l,,;.o., nu ... ito fnnt.nt.~t!~J !'o1'M of' e~ppoc!"ar..co is 1MS~ et!"!!:ing 
1:1 the oquimlont fjl"'"n~ !r. -:'l~.hor w"Jr<is ... ho is still ~or.t:- .. "r.-'·~ ·.vi-;h ~Jqu:llity 
ond inoqual.\t)". 118'79 
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It ie only booouoe or tho illumination. shod upon the· 
queotlon by tho C01111lluao thot lla~x now •••• tbot tho mojor diffloulty . is in 
the olomentory ron. or ~luo, Hoving loootod the trouble . at ita oouroe, tho 
now omphoob 1o no liiiiK'>r on·tho' rant:aotia t'ono · thot a produ~t. of labor as •. 
C!lmC:I~ Tr.o c~!:ll ~!~t.lo)T&r:-;r .h ·~iwa·b H• bun·hn"'" no other fQrm :beoauae :thrl 
io in truth """t l'~~t!en~ ill oapitaliot production' aro1 material_relotiaM 
betwoon P".•Ela ·~!.!!!!!!_ relation• be tv.:, an thing•.• · 

All ll.,.,.il 14ldt~on~ P!!.....,~t;od' 

lln>J71;hin!l undor aopitaliG"' is inverted, Moohinoa domi
r.ate nit;. !:lOt. liau sohll!oo, " All oaionao :\o embodied in tho machine rathor 
tbQa· ill' • u11111 produoora, Everything is topsy-turvy, .1.11. human rolati.ono · 
5G'II flliill'iMi. ,_rted. lfiltar1ol ~•lotions are dominant· and dominant. by-vir~ 
tell "''"• M.~,. of 4.:ad ..... living labor, Society moves through constant 
crl~S. eaij ~ iapotuo tho maoooo gi7o to tho productive forces is taken over 
~nl~ liilrileuc"oy end uood againot the maoaeo, ·It a~nnot be oth•r-

. Vlir.t'i.O'l~'fie· ''tM pr0<1o .. ot production has mastery over 1n0n iutoad of 
.~iit ·~~l!W "'hill, . . 
· .. ·,:·1,~, •;..:_, ~-,•s•.( i · · · · . ·. · 

· ... :·:·:• _<;:':; · · ·, ·' " •·'flliD';pe....,rao relation of aubjoot to object: is oo all~ 
pbl-noi'l'$'tbftt;St bia··ill~tts•srip act alone tho oppressod•ol~aa 'but eve:e tho 
oppreuor alan. '•.fhot·ia 111\y • olaasiaal political economy could aot solve: ,. 
tli~,myotaey~ It mat hera ito hletorio barrier• ·· 

' . ~ . . . . . . . . . ' . ' . . . . . 
, •. , CTho 'lillue-torm. of. tho product of.' labor· ,:Is not only.th<l', 

mo•t ob•trnot, ·but i1 alae tho.~oat univoraal farm, token by the product in 
bcu~goois produotion, and atampo that production , OS a portiauler .. spooieo ·Ot' 
eooi_el p~oduotl()ll''·aDd thoro!>)!' givoa it ita opooial hiatorioal. aha rooter, If 
th~n ~ treat "thii modo ot production oa ona otornolly fixed by· aature- t~r 
'!tory. · · · to ·or tooioty, wo neoaaoorily ovarlook that which is the· differentia. 

apooit!.ca ot' the wluo-t'orm, and. ooneoq>:ontl:Y tho .. oollllliodi ty-torm . and ·of· the 
1'\irther·dovalopmOnts, monoy-1'0tm1 oopital-i'orm, eto:"ll' _ · . • ·· . . . ~ . . .·: 

. ~~ had tronaformod tho Rioordiau thaory or voluo into 
the ~heory of ourplus-valuo ·by making tho labor prooeaa the aornoratono ot 
his 01\0lyaio and shomng .mot kind or labor produaeil value and surplus-value, 

· No'!' llorx·lort political oaonoroy behind ontiroly, Tho Co111111uno hod created 
the ob,jeath'a' and the aubjootive' foundation for this leap by llarx; By ro-· .. 
leailing labor t'rom·tlio'ooarll!oa ot'. value production, it showed. haw pe•ple · 
could be."t'rooly ·noaooiatod without tho doapotiom of capital or tho modiaj;ion · 
ot things. · Contr~~t. the ~xponaivcnnoa of that movemcmt Wit.h the mutilatiDn 
of lobo~ under ~apitlilisin, robbing the workors of.' all form \,t' their own ond· 
recluaiug th,em merely to a· oompon!'nt of.' lGcor in goneral, · Tba•~ io tho apoait'~ 
lo oharaator ot' labor ~·dar capitalism, Tho valuo-t'orm 'whioh alone oontaino 
the roduationa of' the many var:iod concreto labors into ono abstract mna.a ie 
tho noooesary reoult ·of.this e·poait'~o ohoraator of aapi~liat labor,·: Booing 
tho po•itivo oohievomonta or. tho Commune, tho riohnoao of the humon.troita 
11bo:. onoo tho f.'ull and free dovolop~n~nt of tho individual' boil bdgun, ·brou~ht 
into ohnrp relief for liar>: that the fotiahiem of oommocll';y oriaoo from tho 
tom ititolt, · ;. . . . --·--

!'he CO!Mtune IlltmiinatOd Marx•"s. :Tho~r.e.1.1aal Prc~l:tms -- - ... ··- . 

Tho fo"" ·ol" voluo is not only o logical. dovolopmont, It 
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1o a· ooaial phonoii!'Elnon, It involvoa evoryt.hillg •• · proporty, ''he· atato, the 
mt~rko:llo Car.italist pri'vnta. pl"<ipor:'Jy is tho o'pposito of aolf~oarnod privata 
pr'Opol'ty0 • It :b in. i'ao1r · bt>aod on tho ~xpropl"!.o·~ion of tho produoel." !'rom tho 
land an.t ~he oonsoquont aopara1rion of tho laborol!' froiD tho moanB· of lllbor, 
Yet tho i'b.~ of privata property continues to cmbraa~ oapitaliatio prop~rt;v. 
1~o inversion dooe not stop thoro, Tao state is the ongino of olaos doopot
ism but it appooro •• if it etood atovo olassos, In ~osing tho feti~hism 
u!' tho oommcdit;v·!'onn, Marx ~howe thot· in roal!t;v U,o· gro~best , prodaation 
aocnomio1t ot tho bourgooiaie, Rioordo, hod novor tully gotton '""":?' from 11ho 
lllD.ri:P': nud oxahongo.; l!y doolitlg wl.th '\:heir ~ooirtl :rolationa <>,;Pttiy •. dirootl;v1 
the Ccnmnuno mi>vod tho wilolo quostion of form tr-om a d.~ tv Q!I!Qng intollootilnlt 

.to tho aol."ious· nativity of _batabliohing a now aooiol o~doro · ·. · · · · 

, Marx :~~owl." laokod ot oonoroto ·dvonto onO<>oidodly • to soo 
ho-w> they ·oonfonnod . to ·hie proviously•o.-tabliohod'·ti.o_oi~, Tho theory 11>1'111.\78 

. g0i1<od in doP'<h by tho proco~sos of history itsolf. No~\•lono 'llt<s.tho i'ol'lll 
or "'tlluo. !'ull:y olt\l."ifiod0 Imporlont additions. woro introci..,od into tho final 

·. pllrt; ,·.on tho· RAoaumulaticn of capital", In analyzing th~ ·· "Goneral Lew of 
.. cap1taliot.Aoolllllulation", .Marx now poaoa tho quostion· or thc•ult:\mllto do:vol-
. otiJno~>t .. o!' ,tho'.low or oonoontration ·ar;d oentJ'!llizotioll ot oapi~l· . 

.. "In n given·· s0cioty · tho l.i.mit. would not bo. >'oaohod '.cltil 
tho momont'whon tho·ontire &ooinl onpital woro united il> th~ hond~,oitho~·or 
11 • single cap!.taliat: ol.": of, a ainglo cnpitalirl corporation.'' , .. · 

·~' .... :;-~;-(;~·;:•"', .···:·:··· .. :, ,"';: ',;···-!-~ ·; . • .; ...... •q 

·. · · · : · · Yoil' tho importanoo of thh a~nlysis is· no:!; ao' ~li· 111. 
tho· prod1ot1on' oe. otato-6ap,l.talislll. os in .j;ho' ootogoric<il eb'otomont that .tel": 

. loW!ic• ·:· Thiil- .log:ioal dovolopmont docs not in any ""Y ohango tho genora·l ab•ol• 
uto hW'!ot·aapit~U:rili --·tho orootion of tho unomployod .ann:y, · The ·:.· f!ll!!:!diom:. 
tho. davolop:oont-or;aon.-tant oapitnl · (ll!'lohinoo) ot. tlio .oxpoi>so· of. V?l."iabl.o, 
capital (lilil>g lobo.-)·. tho gl"<>nto.- tho oooumulnt~on a_f lllisory nt tho athol." 
polo, tria grantor too ~ro.J:!I.~. "'!'.'!'~.l::t.!' .... ~!'...~li~ wor'"~~s·•~-~!.P · _ ' · · · 

· · · · · .. · ·. So Wo ·oro book. to· hie tory and 'its pt"ooosooo, l!u1t.. .so 
tir::nl:y doos Man hove' his tout on tho ground thot ho docs not a.llow CAPI'UL 
to end wi1;h tho hiotorical tondonoy . and ito. famoue. "oxpropi-iation of· tho, 
·ozpropr:i"ton,• No, ho'.ir.iiis~s on returning us to p,!;!ilont-day on:pitalism 

. and J.U. ol"igU\ · in' pl."im! t~ vo nocumula tipn, .Marx onds tho llllljor work'. or· 1tia 
·lUo with .tho r·omiodar thot •tho onp1t'olist modo of produation.·and !>•cumula
tion ond thorofare capitalist pl"i"'11to' propu..ty, hovo for thoir !'undomo!ltal 
condition 11ho ~nnihilation o!' eolf~·oarnod 'pri"'11to pNport:v• · in other wrcl& 
tho oxpropl."inticn uf. tho loboror0 . "Intogrnl. to lda'n:•s. <"<<noaptiori .of .tho 

-->c7..c;pi"Osant and ·futuro of oapitnliem is this mov'lng onnly•is of tho bl~ody' pi:lth 
by moon£ 0~ which. oapitnliam oamo to. power, puttillg down tho ravalt .o!' 'tho 
peasants against thol.r oxp'I'Oprio~~on. ·from· tho land and herding . tl\om into 
tho f<•.otor:y, Thoro, disoiplinod• tl;>oy would prooUMbly be unablo to rovolt 
any mor~, In reality tho rovolt. of tho now claa:i o!' pro!.cta:l!'ian:r .•• a class 
Ol'Mlys inoroaeiiig in numbor1r nn;l dleo!~llnod, ur.~~ad, organizod by tl\o 
very mo.ohcnilllll of tho prooosii o!' oup'.,nli;t produotlon iteolt'-~is th~ fi«td 
nnt alono to thoir omnnoipatjon b~t to tho ond of olass rulo0 • 
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... MAl1X 1S CAPITAL AND THF. PARIS CO!lHUNE 

i 
~~··.;:;: J· 

- .,, . ~- .. , ;.. i 
"<.j· I • .; ; 

.The' Desootin Plan of Capital vs. the Cooperative 
Plan or Labor 

l.fa:rx h"'d bl'O'ke:n from bourgeois ~ society, some three · 
-·Paris Comnnmne, he had been busy analyzing the eooial form 

aapital1sm. F1•om the etart he had begun with labor, 
of.alienated labor thst_made it possible for him to die;. 

o.f capitalist production. lly the time he had readhsd 
~r~:,;~;Lt'll~··e~t;~~-~~~~~~ Mari had suaneeded in showing that what sppea~ 

a 1 in the process of produntion to be the 
the capitalist. 

CAPITAL is the ques:t~on of plan -- the despotic 
of. freely-ass?niated >Torkers. In the-:fir,st 

·p:~~i~~;~~~~ .. I~o~1867, 14arx had already !lhD~m that capitalist 

·,'/. 

;.· ·of man to the factory manM,ne and_ the \ -
o~~~~~~b~~;,~.~c·~~~~ra.tion" he showed how !!!2'r. .i.s n·ot an'. .

1 
. 

Iii working together in on·e plane, ., _." 

deepotin plan inh.,rent 1n capitalist' . 
·form· aU ita' own -- the hierarnhio structure· 
To )teep production, going on an ever-e:~tPand1ne; 
arnount of surplus or unpaid lbor, requires a 

IJ!anagera auperin tondente , 1 "These all ork for .the · 
: · t6 force labor out ·or the many laborers, 

o_~n~~~~o~l~ope_raoJ.ve:. labor wUhin oap:ttalist confines l!iUBt ·of i::~:~~:=~t!l~;;~·::~-Gumee Planned despotism arises not out of th~ of. !H'Ooeas but out of the antasonistin relation-
·the ~1orkera, on t~o one hand; and the cani ta".ist and his bur

the other hand, 

Ooopsration under the mastership of the capi tali at is in direct oppoai- · 
t.:~ the cooperating laborers. Th<;> Harker ha<l. lost his individual 
to the machj.ne, But he gained e. new power ill cooperatingH1th hie 

. fellow workers •. The· capitalist's eimultaneous employment o~ workers in on<l 
·,ple;oe has been Willed !w the capita1.~.st, not the Horkel'. But this innrease 

:l,n labor produot:tvity n~eatea a social power that the Harkers feel strongly. 
~or from the start this is a mass newer, 

. --
Cooperation is :1.~ itself' a productive po>ter, a power due to cooperation, 

the power •Jf sonial lahor, But under na?ita.l1atic control, tl:ia conperativa 
.<1!·""oor <is not allowed to develop fr.e!!ly. Its function is nonf'ined to the pro;. 

ction of value, It cannot release ita ne>t, aonial hlll,;:o.n enol'giea ao lone; 
the old, ~ode of production nontinueo, Thus the n"ture ·o;· tho ooopArative · 

..... r~r.•r• of labor povrer :ls in opposition to the nanitalist intef!,Ument, the 
V'llue-form. At the BP.rae time, tho monstrous creation of Monotony, s~eed-up, 
uni:l'ormit,y, military_ :c-e:~-olarity and roore apped-up robo aoier.ne also of its 
e~lf'-development~ nonfinin5 !. t to the ot~l!!le ~lVP;Hlee o:" (J::truntinr~ ever 
g~~eater a!.1':::Unte of BUl'"Plue, un!'laid le.bor f'r"n t.ha "'Ol"kel~s • 

. . 
·\ 

--IIG~i&~I!UII!I:•-ill·*lil' ___ rioiotw'tt.la ... sHsaliO•Ionnee.1a.l.'ast.ai.lo1 ~;~qliill..iihlil21li•Jiii"iiRiiitlli?••~,."'--lo!'-~"'·e•l!!•!':!~~"!•!!!•~of 
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Absolute O~ntradlntion 

~lli ·da~elopa into the ab&olute nontra-11ntion between the· nature 
of ~iil11ne · i~dustry and the liaiue~form of 1t.o oor>l•ation. Tenhnologioa.l 

· w!.'n·1ri~;~ad a~alyzed the few r.tain fUndqmen't."l no+.1ons. Thi>re .it stopped, 
:'. : . .. . . 

... It a'c)u;t!l;)J;ii·,,,no 1\1r't.her benause there is no sunh th~ng o.s o.n o.bstraot, 

·•. re'~o'l~fi~:L~esless development of mo.ohine~y. '"enhnolOfiY is an integral 
!":. ,':;t/."~.": .·,.~ ·. ' 

.po.rt·:~t :the development of the produntive fo>•nes. To exo:>.uo.e from it · .. ; 

.. thE. si-a.ate'st produnt1ve force ~~ livin'i lahor -- nripples a.nd ema.srulatell 
. ·,', . 

anisnce.:,its<:Jlf, Under capitalism the separ:>tion of the intellectual 

·· production from manual labor, the innor;1oration • of all science 

·il~t;~:~'th.e'••:iii>Ol~i·ne, ·means the ·transformation of 1.he i"lte:clentual. power into 

na.pi tal over labor; In a uorcl, it ~nen11e the trana'f'ormaticon 

Y .... .,.~ .. · into a titere fra~ment .. ~f a l'lan,. ,lunt •·1J1en th<' tsnhnllil:al neceesities 

'·''.~f 'the iuachine dema.nd variati~n in labor,' fluidit.·•, mobility. 

Due to the ccoperative forr.1 of the l?.:Jot• P''ones{', the reaistanr.a 

Of th,O. \IOrlters is alCO !1. taaSB \)01<91", mhe '1•>:,•\wra 1 r.:·~olt develops from 

theil' fight agai•Jst the inotrli.ment of lahor illto t!'ei,• atl"l.>f5f:·le aga.i•1st the 

:oap1tal1atin oond1ti~oa of li,hor. The l·lol•kr·rn t!.ua nt one anrl the aat:Je time 

"·ti@t· tot""· th&1P ema.nolna.tiO:l and !J.P:aln:.;t t~:c r:a .. ~;!.ta!.i.sti.!!_1it1litations of 

·ao19nCe·. 
This is what Ha.rx annnunnE:.·.'. t.o i;he >rholo Ho:•l,; in 1867. Before this 

theoretin onslau!)ht, ao total as to innltH.le '•ryti: l':~HtOl''Y and the ar.tuality 

'or the .·nla.se strug!~le, h0\1rKe~ia en011'1Hii1S J.9.y .,! .. I')Stl"a.te. Whereas noa.rly 

fifty years earlier, Rioardo had !l.t least ;•oseJ ~."w e.ont,radintion in rnaoh1na 

'!'rodunt1<Jn, V1..il#;B.l" eniJI'l'l~ny \·Ua.s !'l'J\"1 reduneti t'J tleny:i1115 it alto~~ethor. The 

vacuity of their thin!!inrr can· be seen in thPil' !ti''""nont that ainne the oon
tr!l.din't.ion is not. inlll!rrerit in 11<tnhi'1e:ry "as sunh", it is a delusion to 

trink that there are no'ltradir.tiona in mar.hin<·r:• uncler oa~ita'.iet nontrol. 

This ad.iinr; of two ancl two and Mlji'l5 up lli th zero U.id not atop the bour-
5eo1s encnor:tiat, hoHe:re, fr')m deola1m1nr~ 9.1~9.1~1st "the banltwardneas 11 and 
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stupid1.ty or .the' worker .1ho broke up the machiner.y; 

!Jle:New 'rnsi@ts of the Wc;kare 

· Sut 1f··t.he worlwre are too absorbed in their concrete stru!:oj!les to 

· !ndul.ge. :!.n':tbeacl _abst1•a.nt arguments, it is the actual. ol.aee struggles whioh . . .. .. ' 

shed strong illuminations on ·t-ho theoretical problems by virtue of the .!'act 

.men _engage_d 1n tl".o!Se struggles are 'ruil or new perceptions. True, th6y !'au~ 
. . •' ... 
;·,the ·lllachins itself as .a oompe.t1tor. Eut the first appearance of machiner,y·aa 

· a'he.nd.r!aid.Ein ilr · aap1 tal was 1 ts true 
. ' 

appeara.noe. Machinery "as auoh" was a . . 
The prol.etariat thBrefore from ~he 

was 'On the r1Sht track •. And in the deepening of the struggles with 
. i . ~ . . .. . . .:.::, . ' .. ·. ~- .~ ... 

o\'-pital:0- tl:>..e w~rkers learned to figh'• nolt -~he instrul!lent of labor but the 

--~apitalistio prone·ss of labor ancl throuf;h that the. limitations on' soienoe 1s 

'd.eveiopment,' The oapitalist ideologists tr~· to arr;ue e.way the workers 1 

enolavemen'c to canital wh~le society. itself is being threatened >tith cl.e

struc'&ioxi {!f ita human resources. "'he woY'Icers 1 revolt, on the other hand,· 

ti'iee ·-~!" free node1"!1 industry itself from the dealth penalty ~<hich· hangs 

over all society; 

"Hodern in<luotry indeed comnela eoc:iety, under penalty of dea't.h, 
to replace the detail-worker of toda~r, ·crippled· by life-long 
t•epet1tion of one and the sane tl•ivial op,rat1on, and thus re
duoed to the mere fragment of a Man by the fully developed indi
vidual, fit for a variety of labor, ready to fane any nhan~e in 
production, and t~ whom the different oocial functions he per
forme, are but so many •.1odes of r;ivinr; froe soope to his own 
natural and aocau1Pe·:l po\·Ters. 11 

So lonr:, ho\·fevor, as the enrJnomin status o"':' l1.hor J•enains \-that it ie .• 
. , under capitalism, it is impoaoihlP for r.Jode1•n ~n·.iuetr:r to escape that 
'l 
~) death penalty. The depth and breadth of the class trurmlee are a sign that 
·'· 
\the ccntradiotions of cani tal1st production are dPivin~ t_otrard a resolution. ( 

·\'.~tain Paris, trhere all social revolutions h!lvc hitherto r'Boeived··their . -
l'l1sheet expression, is th" testi:J<; ground of tt~o nodes of lahor, It is at 
tbe same tl.me the his to rio illumine. t io~ >~hinh enables H&l"X to see exactly ' 
how freely aeecoiatecl labor sheclo t!Je fetishism of co·:J~o:litiee and counter-
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poaes. "itself. to the ·lal<s of the oont:zal!zation. o:r capital leading. to 

its :aono.eritrat1on in the bands o:r one sl.ngle capitalist or one single· 
. . 

. capt tali at .corporation, 

.2~ The Paris Oommuns -- a Foi"m of Workenf Rule •· 
' :_.: . '·' .... ·-:' l . 
The soo;l.al· revolution that ,erupted in Paiiis on ~!arnh 18, 1871, .· . \. , 

we.s not li)t<i~an,.·thing every before· seen in hist.'ory. The traoon of the 
.: '•' . . 

rulins cl'='.U£1 neoass1tated the savin~; of Frennh civilization by the pro-· 
• • • 1 • ~~- •• 

:lellariat,. : 11. :!'ew. months earlier Napoleon III 
. ' •'I . . 

had los; the Franoo~l'russian 
~ · .. ·war. The. bourgeois republic whinb took over the ~1~s of government found 

:that ,it w,.a· .more afraid o:f revolutionary .Pa1•ia than of Bismark's arLiy • 

. with the t'l1S}>t to Versailles of thiti ::nve,.nt>ent, the revolutionary pro!' 

····,_ 
'letariat reanl:ied the 19-•eatest turning point in history, -- the remoici~~ ' . . ' ' . 

o:r itself as.the·rulinB "less. 

Louie Blanqui, famous revolutionary· and head or a secPet ar<led forr.e,. 

·had been plottin!l. 1'.1surrention eeri,>sly, unremittingly, :for years. He 

'tri~d again when tite Repuhli~ of Franne showed itoelf read~r .to. sell m:t to 
.~..--:;: ,- - . . " . ' 

Bismark. But, w.ithout r.w.'ss support, the inaurrenti~nary plan o:: his Gl1te 

_ ... graup .failed of neoese1ty. In real li!'e, tbe insul'•renti'JtJ nc.wc at tho 
' 
pea~ ·"Jt the e.sco!l·l!ns revcluti-:::n, na,t vine versa. 

On 1-la.rnh 18th, t.he soldiers were ordol'ed hy the ncad o:r th~ reantion,. 

ary government, l•I. Thiers, t~ transport the nannon of Faria to Versailles. 

·\ tbo milkmaids, >rho Here on th~ streets, surrounde<l the soldiers. Although 

the mE'n h"d not no11e into th<> streets t!• is early in the :1orn1nr; and t,he 
' \ women wel',e not armAd, thl'y held t!~e11" Olm. 

\ 
\ 

As in eve l"Y rna.l people '.a rave

This tine 1t 1·19.9 the >~omen ·~:-~_l;1t1on, ne,·l strata of popul<:~.t1on are a\takened. ,, 

' '.~ho were the•: first to e.ct. Then tho 1•eveille 1·1an sounded and e.ll of Paris ., 
l wae in thP streets. The spies of Thiot"B ba.re1y nanged to esna.pe \'11th the 

\ 

\ 
information th•lt 1 t WB.S i!Jn0B9iblP tO ~:')fQ)."r.J ~'I the leaders Of t!1€ uprising 

sinoe it non..,rised t~1e entil"e popul~ttt on. 
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·•: TllE(S:ot< of self-defense was ale? the act of self-governl!lent. Just :~;.. ".-~.·· ',,. ' · . . (· - .::._: .. _,: :·. :·'. . 
. '·.'as the· ~:tl'~nd ,Empire WBB the natural of:f'spr1ng Of the parlial!li'Ut!l.ry . ~; .. ·'' ·.· _'.·· ... ~·~-'./~~- : .· . . ' 

. :;t · :got-~\~~f..;:~h1.~h ;~d cru:3hed -the; 184~ revolution, so the parliamentary 

··e:av&1~r.ien''IUlhat bad succeeded Napoleon III hd but one funr.tion -- to bo i ' . ·.-'." ,; :_~j -::.· ~ . . 

the .engiili! -t.t <~.lass despotism. The workers found •.hey had to St.lllBh thi ~ 
.· "'~:ta'i;e :~!'':·J~t)ll~reens, . ' ::-·· ;. '•' . . 

o:f' th9 revolution was to arm itself, The armed people 
the Ubiquitous state organs -- the army, the police, 

:;:~!>/!•_!lt'qc:~;~;~-C!,l)I00 .,:.:. . ...:.loihioh were such a faithful copy of the hierarchic division 

... 

tho_ factory, .~nq first workers' state in history, called 

th~. ,<C~i~ml~~e-·of Paris, ~<as liorn, 

TllLG"-Ocli:Jnrurle ~las. r.ompoaed in the main of Blanqi.tists and ProuCihonists, 

_ButJhe: Blanquists benan~e IJomrnunarde only by giv1n!s 'up t'lei1• insurrentionary. 

··;_plan and riding on the wave of the people 'a rev?lttt1on, The P1•oudhonists 

'likewise., hs.d 'to (!ive up their utopian scheinas. 
The devlopment·of large-

saale. production h!ld al!"eady undcrnined the artisan tyne lminh form,.:! the 

.'social .base for Proudhonisrn. /!ow, the 1871 revolttti?'• dest.royed 6ntirely 

-ft,s ph~losophy or no political !l.Ctiv1ty. The Paris!an workers who had 

.Juat ove:IJthrown boin•geois domination got dn1m to the task of l'l:ling 

themselves and setting d01iJ1 the dondit1ons of their laho1•, All this ~<as 
being done whl.le the enemy 1·1as at tho gates, 

Tho Destruction of Bureaun1•atism 

The first decree ?f thG first workers 1 state was the abolitian of the 

standl.n~ arl!ly, The first announcer.Jent or the ~ of political r·ule to 

be set up is typioal: 
11
"'11 nublic ~ervioea are rooroon!:=:3d and sir.Jplified, 11 

The ar~sd people snaehed parlianentar1em, Tho people's assembly was 

not to be a parlia:~entary talkin(l shop ·~ut a ~rorkinr: body, Those who 
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£!is 'laws also execute the:n. T;,are >l!l.s thua to be no division between 
.::.:.·:-- . 

~:f.~ou'tive ·and leg1elat1ve bodies. The sham. independence of the _.,. .-. · .. ' . 

< . ..Ju.<~.•u~·!"·,;·y:. ')iaB. e1~1larly elimina~ed •. Jud15es, as all other representatives, 

• .. ,.""~·"'''"''":, liileots.d and to be aubjeat to recall. Representatives of the 

i>~.;,;{!i·.~~~l,~j;':(l~~.~~~ ·.~o~ver~ o.ra n?t yet the proletariat as a whole. TJ,eref'ore, 

O.SI31.1.l;'e•·,· .. oont,rol over the elec!;ed repre.sente.t,1ves, they too are subject 

'the power_ remains alwe.sy in the hands of' the mass as a 

--··. 

,,,•;~~110 .,.,r.•J.o'" was to be aocompl1sh!>t\ at a workman '.s 'Wage. Thu& 

of'. 1ne:x;pe.ns1ve government. The hierarnhin division of 

llhx•ther blows.. The decree separat1nf5 alruroh and state abol

a?ntrol of eduaat1?n ·and kindled int,ellentual life on all 

.• Trutl '·to its proletarian spirit, s?ne districts began icmedia.taly 

·olot)-.;;·and feed their nh~ldren. Edunation was t? he open and free to 

But evP.n above that, the· reorga.n1zat·1on of the methods ?f education 

)las_ to begin w1 t.ll the fullest p!Lrticipation of the tthol_e people_. The fir~t 

. cii.ii.l•:went iout ~o t~a.c!':e1•s and parents. The teanhers were instrunted "to .;.-__ . 

::.,_,:·emPloy exolushrely the e:;,;T)el•1mental a.nd s_cient:l.flc mt.tl·otl, that 11hioh 

Dtarts· frora i'aCts, phy~ing,l, moral and in tolle~tual. 11 

"Tho Pol1t3.oal Fol'm at Last DisO?vered11 

'J.'h& utopians had heen b1.1 ey invent in:> politioa.l fo1•ns of rule, the 

!lrnarchists iP,nol'int; all pol1tioal forns, the petty-hou•r;eois decoorats 

accepting the parlia1<1enta.l'y form. i:!ut this ~orlmme is Hha t 1;he ,., ~rkers 

ca.me up l'l1th --~ the state form of na,.,ital 1 o rule: Su.peraede with 

a nomnrune-type of self-fjovernment. T'.-.1s t1---en \·laB "the politina.l form at 

last disnovered to l'tork out the enonomio eoannlpa.tio, of th" p1•oletario.t." 

!oia·t'X hn.d d.c1uc:ed fl"?T1 histol''Y 
and. t"r . .;"~ :oroleta1•1ro .. t orr~?.!li?.o:1 

\ 

i;1mt t1H:> b'Jt: !'t~r.HliB et3.te fol"m \;auld disappear 
as th" ruli:1r; nla.as >t~uLl he the point of 
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t.il. a olasales~ society. How he ha1lod the herc1am of the 

Oc.mllliUTI•S.r'ds, He studies this specific farll of proletarian rule and dis'" 

closed. 1tn 10ieoret.~ "'iho polt:l.nal rulo or the ppodu,or cannot ooeaist 

:With tlia perpatuat'1on l>f hie llooial slavery." 

Tiie:':1noeparabl1ity o! politics· ·and ecanoraics was established by the 

: Ccmll!Unc.~,. by .it!! ?wn working exs1tenoe. Its Comraiesion or L<l.bof' and 

:::: Exchanss,· staffed Plllinly by members of the International, anoompliehed 

its' grea.test work r;ot in tho deor.3es it paeae~., but 1n the stimula.tion it 
I ' • . • - ' ' • 

to:. \1orkars to·:.t&ke' tlline;a into their 11on hands. It beBS-n by a.sking 
. -~-- ' .. . . 

f;.:<o:,•,,.ttte··, wa'r.kers to reopen the works which bad bean abandoned by their ovmers 
. :" .···-·~ ~~~-_: ·. : . . . . - . . 

~";: •:.,,uo. run,~' them thej ·11 the 0 aoperatl.ve aSSOCiation Of the \IOrkel'B. employed 1n 

them,.•• . ' The aim wa3 to transform .land and mo,.,ne ?f. production into mere 

.lli'.Kgl!IDIXX inatnllllonte of 11 free and "ss~niate.d lah?r," 

The. Oorar.JUne 's 11arksll!lps· the(l}selvas wal'e moda).s of shops ?r~sahized ·on 

a pr_uletarie.n de,~acl•atic basis. The vtarks themsel·;es appointed the directorS, 

shop and.bennh :!'oreoen. Th .. se wel•e subject to dismissal by th" \IDrkere if 

relati~ns or nanditians proved unsatisfant?ry. !lot only ~·el'A 1mges, hours 

·and W?l'kinr, nonrlitl?na aet but, above all, a factory nom1uittee oet ev~ 

orvenin;< to discuss the next day's work. 

Thus, plain \'l1Jl"k1nf5 men, under ,.,1~cmmta.noes of' \Jnexa.mples d1fflnultt, -:: . ' ' 

governed j;hemselv9s, The Communes, by bein!~;1;Jw self-government of the .. 

producel'B, set f1•ee all the elements of th<' future saniety. 1-!arx described 

it as a 11 \·IOl'k!.n(';, tl: 1okint;, fiflhtinf!, bleeding !'"riB -- a:.raout fort>etful, in 

itu inoubati~n of e. ne~1 society, of the ""~njhals at its r;ates -- radiant 

in the enti,usiaem of its hiator:l.o initiative!'!. 

The s,onta~eious mass ?utburst that toalt this farm of the ~ 

q.,mmun6 of r .. ris lasted only t~10 months befo!'<l tl!e Parisian H?rkers vtere 
esacred b~· the blo~diest therror in histal'y. But in those t>~a s~1ort monthe, 

t' e workers e.nno:1pliehed r.rorc miracles than oa•1ita11sra h'J.d in as many 
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oenturie·a. · The greatest miracle wa.e its workinf) exsitenoe. ·It abolished •' . ·r ,, . . 

the standi~g army and a..rmed the people inetea.d, It smashed to 'sroi thereens" 

state bureaucratism, placed puhl1o b6fio1a.ls on a. workman's salaiY and 

. ma&e. them aubj~ct t.o :!:'&call. It a.bol1shall ~he division betw~e~' the 

legislative .~d. the executive a.nd tra.nst'oximed the pa.rUament from a talking 

to·a wtirll:lng body, It oi:'Sated new conditions for labor. On all fronts the 

creative ··initiative or the masses had ensured the lliB.x1mln! a.ctivUy or the 

··.thc:·'miriil!lUII! for ita elected representatives, ·It thus stripped the 

·:·rst1sh1111DB ort'all for!lls of rule: eoonomio, political, 1ntelle~.tua.l. ··,,,: ·.. ... . . 

• •• •C ., 1 

· 3;•.The ·Fat.ishisll! of Commodities and Plan ·vs. l!!:!!!'..lY Assooiated 
"' · Llibor and dontroi"'iif'Produnt1on t, . lr' 

'"·'It wa.s t.hs• total1tv of the reorg9.n1zat1on of sooi9ty by the Communards 

.·thl'-t .shed.new .1nsit>ht into the uerversity of relations ·und,er oa.pitalism, 
.i; ·::- ' · .. · ·- ,, 

B;y::sma.shing the old state-form a.n:l aupet•sedinfl it with the Conmune, an,end 

-~d 'been put tiJ the h1P.rarnh11l d.iv1~1'Jn or le.hor, the cl1v1a1on between 

poJ.itics and eoonomios inoluded, 'ly exposi~p; the bourgeois state to be the • 
'publ~c. foroe" or sooial enelaven<mt t!a t it ~1a.e., the proletariat demonstrated 

-~how ·the s.bsolutelv new form of noone,raction, released frora its value 1ntegu

men.t, expresses itself, This was so clearly the absolute opposite uf the 

dialeot.to movement of labor· undel' ne.·•1ta.lism, forced into a value-form, that 

a.ll th<: fetishisms 1·1ere stripped orr the later, 

Bef'ore the Co!::r,,me, 14a.rx h!l.d 1·1r1tten that only freely associated labor 

could str~p off the fetishism from coTl.,odities, HOI< that the Communards 

d:td precisely that, both illuminRted and extended the theol''Y so that in the 
' 
), ~i1•il ~ra,• in J.'ranno, he liri tee that H'•'lt is now nlear is that 11' cooperative 

. ~\produot1on itself is not to hecol'le "a. sham ltnd a sna.Pe 11 it must he unde1• the 

At the sane ti11e, h<l !Jrepa.res a ne>~, French edition of . . ,.':lrkers IJ\frl oontrol. 

\PITAL and there, a.s he tells ua, in the afterword, he had nhanr,ed the 
I 
·1 
~ 
. ·~ 
\ 
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. · OhJ:;nga_CL•; ~hf> lleo~iDd 
,·~ • I ! 't on fetishism or commodities "in a sisnl.~ioant manner.'' 

Marx as~attJ:.i . '':: 

· ··'llwh€moa· ·then arises the enigmatical character of' the ' .,· . ••• . ·. r :. . . . . 

. · prPduot ~Q1' aa'Oo1·, so soon as 1t aoaumee t.he for'" of' • ·. " .. ;~~.,,~ell~''·~ (lP'vd, p, 42) ·. 

Arid he i'~!la\(arii'!e~~'t~ 11 01eal'ly from this fol'l!l 1 tself'." 

.SU{p~v1i;u·a'£i1~ this edition, this was Jot that clear to anyone . . . · ... ··~·;:. :·:~:- .. ~~_-.. _:.:k: ·~:-·· ·. . 
not ev~n;:,tp ~t?:•.c(Tho simplicity or expression achieved in 1672 is wol'th .. .- · ... · .- -. ,• -~-· .. ·.;.,:. : -:~-;;~-·-(.·._ ;-;.~. i·--:~ :'-· .. 

tra<iins./~:spi!~iall.y'·ainoo ita ·sie;nlficanoe has been lost e;;.,n to Uarxiam, . ~.- ... · . ';:<::--,~:-·, -__ ;;.. ;i_:\.~:r.> ;:·.' ,.;_.. ;;. ·. 
· :· ··'rlJef!'~;~;:po.~hing simple aboJt a commodity. It is a great fetish -·:-:'."I;:·,_.'.·.; ..... ~-;~·:-: 1 ;_- . --.. :. . :-'· .7. -. . 

c-inaltea<the' 'dC>s.Potio conditions or capitalist produntion aEnear as if" 

·:'.;;+.,;a,.:~~~. ~~~~2~yfdfint t~ths ·of soolal pl'oduction\ Nothin,g nauld be 

·r·r~~m .. thi. :truth, Just as these. nonditiona ucro hl.staricall:'£ 

,.,.,.,·A-'oe:r:I~l.ne_a and l'eat· on ... the servitude ot' the .19.horer, so the cor.nnodi1;y from 

sta~t . of capitaliam ·is a reflection. o!' the dual nharaoter of labor, It 

i:I!i ·from tl:1~ B.tart 'a Unity Of Ol)posi tea, UOe-value and Value, I·I!Jinh, in 

·embr•yo o~ntaina .!J1 the. nontl'adintions ~f oa1>i taliatn. 

· Tt:a Duallaiw· o:r CanitaUp.,i._:::o~.lL 

Thi'l oiople thing Has beyond the perception or ~he greatest h'Jl.Irr;eois 

economist, Rooardo, despite the .;.1acova,0• "l' l"hor as the source of value, 

-~lthough classical political economy had l'educed value to its labor content, 

it .had never onne asked itself ~IHY this content, labt~r, assuraed t··:i5 form, 
_value" 

Long ·be foro CA:
0

ITAL, Ha1ox had analyz"d ~;,e dt•ali ty pel'Va.ti1nr; hoUl'flOis 

society: "In our da;1s ever:rthinr: seerns Pl'egnant ~rith lts o~ntraty; nadi:J.ne1•y 

'ifted ~<ith the I·Tonderf'ul po1rer of B'lOl'teninr; :llld fruntif:linr; human l'lhor, 11e 

:,ahold star•ving and. ove1•~<orkinr, lt, The ne~1-far1r;lea Bournes o:r Health, by 

strange l'leird s;->ell, · al"E! ""urned into 80\!l."ces of vrant. ThE' vintoriea of 
seen hougllt by the lose of nr.araotel'. At tlle aall!a pace tll?. t nan kind 

tsrs natul"'e, man seams to heno!'Je enslaved t'J flthel'' r.~en or ~o his Dh'n 
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infl!-my •. E,ren the pure light of acienns· seems .unable to shine .bu1; on ·:. .. 

a dil.~~;.oa,c~ound _of 1gnorannc._ Alll our inventions and progress seem to 

reaul;t- i~ endowing material furoes with intellectual life, and stultifying ;.- • ·.: ... ":. <; .I • 4.' 

·.'hullli.tt ~1.fe·-into a material force •. This antagonism between modern industry 
·: • 1 • • • \' , • , I: ~ .. ( :_-_. . _ • . 

. ·.:· 'and:~Uiloe on_-:the one hand, modern misecy. and _dissolution on the other 
1

• :" ·,h~n~f{t~¥f:;~~fagoniam b,etwE>en the productive powers and the sonial 1.'Bla

.. ,. , ti~f-:or~:\nir' epcoh is a f'aot, palpl!,ble, overwhelmine; and not to be con-
. .,. I ... I : .,, • . ,'; 

· '·., il~~a· " · · ; : ·.;····t·; __ .f.":.J-· ',; r·.. . . 
.• •

1 

•• -. • ~ 'in _-ger,tel'al, but only in senera.l, the login of con teet and form or ltllG 
·---·>~_;:·::·_. ": .. /·-::·· .. 1::.:,-.-.-~f.-··:~~- _:._ .. 
-. · .• :.labor· wae'.•actue.l. to l!arx 'e thinking from the very beginning when, ·it! 1844,· 
' .. , he .. 'ri~~~{~·o;ked out t!Je connept of alienated labor. Nevertheless, insofar 

as eoorlornin _!!.ategories were noonerne_d, he aonepted them, raore or lees, 

'', as' WOl'ked.but'by clAssical political ennomy. That is true as late as t~'' 

. publi.oaticn of Critique of Political Economy· in 1859, >~hen he still uses 

exoharige-value in the sen as of: value not· in the sense of value-.!.!l.!:J!!, 

merely takillg for £5ranted that 11 ever~rone knm·/8 11 that ~that is really in

volved in. the exhllange Of th1n(5B a:re '!J~oduntion rel ... tions • l.ly 1867 

and. the first edition of 0.1\l'ITtl.L, he sinr;les Ot>t tho n~-1::JOd~ty-f.!l.!:l!! 

as the fetish. But even here, the main emphasis is on the fantastic 

form of'appearan"e of production relatione as exnhan11e of thinr;s. It is 

only aft<or the illumination of the Paris •Jonnune that his Frencll ed1 tion 
shifts the emnha.~is from ita fantast~n form of a!JPsaranne to t,be nenesaity 

of that form of appea1•anne benat1se tha.t is, in truth, ~that relations of 

peopl<: at the point of ;>roduction .ru:!!.: "rnater·ial relations between 

persona and -sonial T'E!le.tioris bet>~een thinf\s." 

Ha•1ing located tile t1•ouble at its source, Uarx sees that a product 

of labor can h9.ve no other form than that of a nornuodi ty and !Jenne the 

simpl1n:l.tl· of his answer to whenne the fetishism of coMmodities n·:'!les, 
11 Cle:1rly from t.he form 1 tself. 11 
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,, ·All l!u!llan Rala.tiona Are Perverted 

' .. ' ~:..· -~' ' '~:.- . ....{ .... -. -. 

·. ·:;,tt }1a'inbt 'that Harx did not know before th<3 Paris· Ccilnmunoe that 
. -;~:.:. ·,::;··/·:.·~.- . 

9,ve,i:'i~Jt~s UJ:Ider oBpi_ta.l1Bm 1s 1nve~ted, nor that machine domin!ltes taan, 
. . ~: : . i:v.';-.~:r-~~1: ' ' . ' .. • . ' " 

'.<llll~dlan: ti!aah1nea, nor thdft aU 
: · · .!fJ:i!"''' .; ·. V· '·' . ' . :\·to~·;.~~~ ~btl' aat11a:i. produ'uers •. 

sn1enna is embodied in the maojtin'l rather 

He. wrote a.rten enough of' how confined and 
·' "\ .. ,,~,, \ ;\·~~ '• .. -~!-. '·'I. 

' •_; ·• ::• r\ ll• .' I '• .~, .-' ' ·,·, ,:·~~~~-~~;;alJ human l"elat1ons are under cap1ta.l1am and stressed tha.t1t 

.. : oann~t< -.111)' otl>,ei.,.lse as long as the proaeee or produntion has me.atecy over 
., ,'. '. ' j .. ;' .•• y·· _. !' . ·f ' ' 
. · ··. ",·!._man{:,:pisteM .o±' b~ing non trolled b;v him. 
(/? .... ··:;:: 'i;·~r~~:~--~~:· -~:-:_r· .. ·_.-:- ·: · · . ·. 

· • ·: · .• :: -_:e:,.';:~;~e.:;;por.verae re'lation of' subjent to object is so all-pervading .. -·/·-_:_.., .. :~~-· .. ·v···· ... :··-:~·-··,).' ... ,. ... J 

~j 
l 
., 

·. ·_,th~it:\lf,~ •• ~:·-~. :its grip not alonn the oppresaed class bu't even the oppressor 
·.A~1J~tri(~~~,·ie why o1ass1tJal. p~l.it1aal economy could nut .dissolve the 

:•:)'m:Ye~~~.·>)t met hare its 'historic barrier: 
. .;··:· . . .- .. :.::: : ... _·, .. ,~:~} .- ' 

~,~)le :..;a1~e ,form ot the produat oi' labor is no'o; only the ·most 
· a-os·traat but·is also the moll:. universal torm taken bv the· ' .. produo;,·.,in~l)ourge_~ra produat.lon, and atampa that. produntl:on 
ali a particular speniea or aonial pr:odtintion and therby · gi vea· 
.1 t ,its spenia:li .h1st.or1oal nharacter. If then we treat t.h is 

;· -mode,·or production as one eternally fixed by nature for every 
'stiite or 'Bo~1ety1 we necessarily overloolt that which is the 
dif'l'erenti!. speol.fiaa af' the vall.• t;-form, and oonsequently 
the· commodity-form and of the further developllents, money-form, 
<lt?.pit.al-f'orla, eto. 11 . • • 

·. l'l'hl..t ~IBS no>r \·raa that tmCor:mrune, by releasin~; labor from the 
· oonfi,~!'~ of value produnt1on, show .h2l:! :fleo.,le f1•eely assoniated l·rithout 

the deepottsm of napital or the mediBt1on or thinl)s. <Jontrast the ~-

panaivene.!!.!!. of that na\•ement with the lliUtilation of labor 1mde1' nani talism, 
robbing the worlters of nlJ. form o!' their own and l'eduninf5 them merely to. 

a oonponent of hb'lr in "ener;.~. That is the spen1f1n nharante•• of labo1• 

under ca'li tal ism. The value-form trhinh s.l'll1E' no•Jtaina tho reductions of 

the man:r va>.•ied nonnrete labors into one abst1•ant mass ia tbo nenessary 

!'esult o! this BTJ~alfin nha.rantel'' of nar,italist :_g.lJOl',. See1n!~ tJ1e positive 

~C! 1 1evoments of the Con1.1une, tl:e riohness ')f the hutaan ~raits \·lhen once the 

full and free dovAlO-:>i.,r-ut of' eunh inlli'li(lual h~l.B her;un, bJ.s llec'Jtle the 

Oljndi t1on f')p the t'ull and f1•ee de·telopmPnt of all, hl'"m•;llt into ounh 

sharp rol1P-i' that the retiohier.t 'Jf n'Jl!11JQ.at,v !'~rises fl''::') t}-.e f'Jl"ffi itself 
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of the form of value ·as both a logical 

lG;v~io'p~iei11i): and: 'ii'· ootlial phenomenon, It 'involved everything -- property, 

1By dealing ~11th their aoal.:;.l relations 

tile Commune moved the whole guest1on o:t ft:li:!!! ~om a de

to tile serfous anti vi ty o~ :workers facing with 

.~~")<1l.11l one of their being and the relations among them

them oomplately'and thus establishing a new soni~l 

t ·concrete .events one-sid.edly to see how they conp 
• theory, Jll§X The theory al!aey gained 

' 
·of hie tort itae:lr. Not alone was the. form of 

Important additions ~~re introduced into the 

AooulliUlation of Capital," In analyzing the "General. 

dan1taiist .. Aa~u;l1Ulation," l!al'X nol'l poaes the question of the ultimate . -. . . 
·' .:.:.d~~elol:nn9nt ~f ihe la"1 of r.~nnentration and centra.l!.zation of Oa!)ital; 

'.1•:;,•:::.· .. <': "' . ; . . -. . . ' . • . 
"In·'e. r;1Yen saoiety 1 the l111i t H'JUlr1 be reached at the 

m·oment ~then the en,; ire sonial ne:>1tu1 1·1ere u•Jl. +,ed in 
the hand eithet: o·r a s.lnflle oupital:tst Ol' s1.nglil. 
oaryl.te.li st .corporation, 11 

·Yet .tho irnpOr-~anne of tl:i~ nl"Uo1a.l a.U.dii•lon, \'lith \'lhioh ,.,e shall 

in detail ,.,;,en 1·1e analyze Ollr 01111 uge of utate oa,italism in Part IV, 

not in the predintion of ste.te-oapiillaliam but in the fant th!lt nothing 

all fund!lmental is nhanr;ed in the !'elations between nlaeses by such an 

exjoreme development, On the n~ntrary, all nontr!ldintions are pushed \;o 

We are bank to history and its procesaes, :Jut so firMly daos l!.arx 
__ ... 

· b!lve hls feet on ·ohe r;round that he does not. allow CA"I'!'AL to end >~ith the 

h~::torical .t2dennx and ite famous "expropriation or t'1e expropriators." 
No~· he inoists on returnint> us .to present-day na.,italism and _lli or~sin in 

primitive aonumul!ltion, Harx ends tho tjajoJ• \•orlt of. his life ~<ith the 

reminde"' that the 11 onn1tal1st node of produntion and ancUl;rulation and 
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property, h9.ve for their fun•lamental non

or self-earned private property; in other 

of the laboret·." Int.egral .to Marx 1il conception 

and f'uture of na.Pi tal1sm is this moving analysis of the 

means of which ca~1t9,lism name· to power, putting down 

the peasants agamnst thai!' "xPropr1ation from the land 

into the factory whose discipline, the capitalist 

the very possibility of new l~volts. In r~ality, 

,the ~ olass of, proletarians, "a class always 1nni'6as1ng ' 

in\'nr~)lli)ez~s:and .'disaipl1na, united S:.'ld organized by the very oonhanism of 
·. :1 ·.~. ·:,. 

aap.~t~l1st pr'?dllotiun, are· the road not a:lane to their eraaniiipati.on,, 
·. ,, '.- -~f. . . 

·.but: to. the: end of nlaas rule. 
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